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of three years, 542, 543, and 544. It 
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Marcellus with Hannibal * the taking 
of Tarentum by Fabius Maximus; Scipio’s ad- 
' vantages in Spain.; the death of Marcellus; Af- 
drubal’s march into Italy, and the entire defeat of 
that General by the two Confuls Livius and 
Nero. 
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defeated and killed in a battle with Hannibal near 
Herdonea. Battles between Marcellus and Han¬ 
nibal without any thing decifive . Confpiracy of 
the Campanians difcovered. The citadel of Taren¬ 
tum fupplied with proviftons. Ambajfadors from 
Syphax to the Romans , and from the Romans to 
Syphax. Embajfy to the King of Egypt. The 
Roman fleet ravages Africa. Difputes concerning 
a Dictator. New difpute between the Dictator 

and the Tribunes. Ldius arrives at Rome. Di- 
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ftribution of the provinces. Valerius Flaccus , ele¬ 
cted prieft of Jupiter , amends his life , and re-efta- 
blijhes a priviledge attached to his office. Com - 
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plaints and murmurs of the Roman colonies. 
T it elve of them refufe to furni/b their contingents. 
Toe Confuls warmly reproach them. The other 
eighteen colonics do their duty with alacrity . Gold 
taken out of the privy-treafury for the preffng oc - 
cafions of the State . Cenfors created. They ex> 
ercife their office with due feverity. 

M. Claudius Marcellus, IV. 

M. Valerius Lav in trs, II. 

T H E affairs of Spain have for fome time 

made us lofe fight of thofe of Italy. The 
Conful Marcellus having made himfelf mafter of 
Salapia by intelligence in the place, as we have 
faid, took Maronea and Metes by force, tfe de¬ 
feated in them about three thoufand 'men, whom 
Hannibal had left as garrifons, and gave the whole 
plunder to his foldiers, which was confiderable. 
He alfo found in them two hundred and forty 
thoufand buihels of wheat, and one hundred and 
ten thoufand of barley. 

Thefe advantages did not give him fo much 
joy, as he felt grief for the lofs the Commonwealth 
fuftained fome days afterwards near the city of 
Herdonea, a place unfortunate to the ‘Romans, 
who had been defeated there two years before by 
Hannibal. The Proconful Cn. Fulvius, of the 
fame names as the Praetor who had been beaten 
there in the aftion I have juft repeated, was in- 
camped near Herdonea, in hopes of re-taking that 

city, which had gone over from the Ramans, af¬ 
ter the battle of Cannae. Hannibal, being in¬ 
formed that the Proconful kept himfelf little upon 
his guard, marched towards Herdonea with fo 
much expedition, that he was in view df the Ro¬ 
mans, before they were informed of his march. 
He offered them battle, which Fulvius, full of 

audacity 



Marcelj,us, L/Evinus, Confuls. 


3 


audacity and good opinion of himfelf, made no A - R - 54 2 "« 

y* I mi n * 1 • 3rI0f 

fcruple to accept. I he action was warm, and vi- 
ftory continued long in fufpence. In the heat of 
the engagement, Hannibal detached his cavalry, 
part of which fell upon the enemy’s camp, and 
the reft attacked thofe who were at blows with the 
Carthaginians. The Romans then feeing them- 
felyes between two enemies, were put into difor- 
der. Some betook themfelves to flight; and the 
reft, after having made fome vain efforts to defend 
themfdv;es, wc?e cut to pieces. Cn. Fulvius him¬ 
felf fell in the {laughter, with eleven legionary 
Tribunes. Seven thoufand men, according to 
feme, and thirteen thoufand, according to others, 
perifhed in this aftion. The viftor remained ma¬ 
iler of the field, and of all the fpoils both of the 
field and camp. 

Marcellus,* without being much difeouraged by MarcelU: 
this lofs, wrote to the Senate, to inform it of the and Han - 
misfortune of the Proconful and army which had nih f har , 
perifhed near Herdonea. He told them, “ That^ r ^ r 
“ he was marching againft Hannibal, and that Liv. xxvii. 
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having known how, after the battle of Cannae, * 
to check the pride, which fo eompleat a vifto- 
ry had given him, he ftiould alfo know how to 
damp the joy with which this new advantage 
“ might affeft him.” Accordingly he advanced 
againft Hannibal, and offered him battle. The 
aftion was warm and long, and the advantage ve¬ 
ry near equal. However, Hannibal retreated .in 
the night, and was followed by the Conful, who 
came up with him near Venufia. They paffed 
feverai days in harraffing each other by aftions, 
wherein .the Romans had aimoft always the advan¬ 
tage, but which might rather pafs for flight fkir- 
mifhes, than real engagements. Hannibal ufualiy 
decamped in the night, and watched the occafions 
for enfnaring his enemy : but Marcellus was cau- 

B 2 tious 
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^R-54-a* tious of following him on*; by day, and not till 
Ant ' c ' 210 * h - 3 had cauled the places to be carefully viewed. 
Cor.fpr ■ . mean time Q^Fulvius Flaccus, who ftill 

G f lh ‘ continued to command in Capua with the title of 

. Proconful, difcovered a new confpiracy carried on 
L <• xxvii. by the Campanians. Apprehending that the too 
3 - voluptuous abode of that city might corrupt his 

troops, as it had thofe of Hannibal, he had made 
them quit it, and had obliged them to build bar¬ 
racks without the walls. Mod of thefe barracks 
were built with hurdles, planks, or reeds, and co¬ 
vered with ftubble, all combuftible materials. An 
hundred and feventy Campanians, at the inftiga- 
tion of two brothers of the family of the Blofii, 
one of the mod confiderable of the city, had con- 
fp.ired to burn the whole in the fpace of one night. 
The plot having been difcovered by the flaves of 
the Blofii themfelves, the Proconful immediately 
caufed the gates of the city to be fliut, put the 
foldiers under arms, feized all the accomplices, 
and after having giving them the quedion with 
abundance of rigor, they were condemned to die, 
and executed immediately. The informers were 
rewarded with their liberty, and had each ten 
thoufand federtii (about twenty-five pounds fter- 
ling) given him. 

Tbt citadel In the midd of the various fuccefsful and un- 

f° rtunace events > which attracted the attention of 
8 uall:d. Romans, the citadel of Tarentum was not for¬ 
got. M. Ogulnius and P. Aquilius were fent in¬ 
to Etruria, to buy corn, and caufe it to be carried 
by water to Tarentum/ With thefe provifions fet 
out a thoufand foldiers, half Romans, half allies, 
draughted out of the army that guarded the city 

of Rome, who were to re-inforce the garrifon of 
the citadel of Tarentum. 


The 
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The campaign was now almoft over, and the ^ n ^ 542, 
time for the eleftion of magiftrates approached: Valerius is 
But Marcellus having wrote to the Senate, that he recalled 
was aftually employed in purfuing Hannibal, who f rm 
fled before him, and declined fighting, and that i ^Utheaf- 
was of the laft importance not to lofe fight of him ^femblies. 
the Senators were at a lofs how to aft. For, on x xvii. 
one fide, they judged it improper to interrupt the 4 * 
Conful’s military operations, by making him re¬ 
turn to Rome at a time when his prefence was 
moft necefiary in the army j and on the other, 
they were afraid that the Commonwealth would be 
without Confuls for the enfuing year. They be¬ 
lieved, that the bed refolution they could take, 
was to fend for the Conful Valerius, though he 
was in Sicily, and had the fea to repafs. Ac¬ 
cordingly the Prtetor L. Manlius wrote to him by 
order of the Senate, and fent him the letters of 
Marcellus, that he might know from them the rea- 
fon the Fathers had for making him return rather 
than his collegue. 

It was about this time, that Ambafiadors came Ambajfa- 
to Rome from King Syphax, with the news of the dors from 
advantages gained by that Prince in the war fub- at 
filling between him and the Carthaginians. They 
declared, 45 That Carthage had not a greater ene- 
“ my than Syphax, nor the Romans a better 
“ friend. That he had fent Ambafiadors into 


u Spain to the two Scipios. That he now fent 
“ to the fountain-head, to the capital of the em- 
“ pire, to demand the amity of the Romans.* 5 
The Senate did not content themfelves with ma- % m bajfy tc 
king Syphax a very obliging anfwer *, they ap- Syphax. 
pointed L. Genucius, P. Petclius, and P. Popili- 
us, Ambafiadors to him, who were inftrufted to 


accompany thofe of Syphax on their return, to 
carry him a robe after the Roman falhion as a pre- 
fent, with a purple tunic, a curule chair, and gold 

B 3 cup 
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A.R. 54* cup of five pounds in weight. They had orders 
Art ‘ c#5, °’ to rake this occafion to vifit the other petty Kings 

of Africa, and to prefent them in the name of the 
Senate with robes edged with purple, and with 
gold cups weighing three pounds. 
to M. Atilius and Manius Acilius were alfo made 
thKing of to fet out tor Alexandria to Ptolomy Philopator 
Egypt- and Cleopatra, who reigned at that time. They 

were ordered to demand of them, that the treaty 
of amity and alliance, which fubfifted between the 
Commonwealth and the Kings of Egypt (hduld 
be renewed, and to prefent the King with a- robe 
and tunic of purple, and a curule chair ; and the 
* Amicn- Queen with an embroidered mantle, and a * kind 
him. of purple veil. 

M. Valerius, con r ormably to his collegue’s let* 

‘vc’eriu ^ ters ’ anc ^ orc ^ er °* Senate, fet out from Si- 
r/turn: to cily with ten galleys, to repair to Rome, after 
Kw, erj having appointed the Praetor Cincius to command 
£ :0c ' s the province and army, and fent M. Valerius 
& tbTaffairs Me (Tala, Admiral of the fleet, with the reft of it, 
cf Sicily- into Africa, as well to ravage the enemy’s coun- 
Uv.xxyu. rr y 9 ^ t0 difeover the motions and defigns of the 

Carthaginians. As to himfelf, as foon as he arri¬ 
ved at Rome, he affembled the Senate, and gave 
an account of what he had done in Sicily. He 
told them, “ That after a war of near * fixty years 
continuance, during which they had frequently 
fuftained very confiderable Ioffes both by fea 
and land, he had at length entirely fubjefted 
that ifland to the power of the Roman people : 
that there was not a Angle Carthaginian remain¬ 
ing in it; and that all the Sicilians, whom fear 
had banifhed from their country, were returned 
to their cues and lands, where they employed 
themfelves in agriculture and hufbandry. That 
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“ the ifland, which had been fo long ruined by ^ R. 542. 
“ the war, was now happily re-peopled, and in ' ,210, 

“ a condition, by the re-eftablilhment of tillage, 

<c not only to fubfift its inhabitants, but abun- 
45 dandy to fupply the Roman people with provi- 

44 fions, both in peace and war/’ 

He afterwards introduced Murines to the Senate, 
and others, who, like him, had deferved well of 
the Commonwealth. On Mutines they even con¬ 
ferred the freedom of Rome, in virtue of a law, 
which one of the Tribunes of the People propofed, 
with the authority of a decree of the Senate. 

Whiift thefe things palled at Rome, M, Vale- The Roman 
rius Meffala, having arrived before day in Africa/^ ra ~ 
with fifty (hips, made a defeent in the country * n ~ 

Utica, where the inhabitants expefted no fijch vi« Liv. xxvii. 
fit; and after having ravaged it on all fides, s* 
he returned to his fhips, with a great number of 
prifoners and a rich booty, and failed immediate¬ 
ly for Sicily, where he landed in the port of Li- 
lybseum, having employed only thirteen days in 
this expedition. He then interrogated his prifo¬ 
ners concerning the fuuation of Africa, in order to 
give an account of them to the Conful. He was 
informed by them, 44 That there were five thou- 
44 fand Numidians at Carthage, under the coni- 
44 mand of Mafiniffa, the fon of Gala, a young 
44 Prince of extraordinary valour, and that other 
44 mercenary troops were raifing throughout all 
44 Africa, to be lent to Afdrubal in Spain * and 
44 that the latter had orders to march as foon as 
44 poflible into Italy with all the troops he could 

44 draw together, in order to join his brother 
44 Hannibal. That the Carthaginians placed their 
44 whole hopes in the execution of this defign. And 
44 that they were alfo fitting out a great fleet to re- 
44 turn to Sicily* which was expefted to fail ira- 

44 mediately / 5 

B 4 When 
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a. R.^542. When the Conful had read Meffala’s letters 

'd 'Ktis which informed him of all thefe circumflances, 

♦ 

t ’ • the Senators were fo much alarmed by thofe pre- 
J:::ulcr - parations, that they believed it neceffary, that the 

Conful fhould not ftay till the time of the elections, 
but fhould nominate a Di&ator to prefide at them, 
and return direftly to his province. One difficul¬ 
ty gave them paufe. The Conful declared, that 
when he was in Sicily, he would appoint M. Va¬ 
lerius Meffala Dictator, who then commanded the 

* * » 

fleet. Now the Senators affirmed, that a Diftator 
could be nominated only in the territories called 
Roman, and that thofe territories were included 
within the bounds of Italy. After many debates, 
the People, in concert with the Senate, decreed, 
that CF Fulvius Flaccus, who then commanded 
at Capua, fhould be declared Dictator. The 
Conful, the night before this aflembiy of the 
People was to be held, fet out fecretly for Si¬ 
cily. The Senate, difconcerted by his retreat, 
wrote to the Conful Marcellus, and defired him to 
affift the Commonwealth, abandoned by his col- 
legue, and to declare the Dictator intended by the 
People. Marcellus created Q^Fulvius according¬ 
ly, who appointed P. Licinius Craflus, the Pon- 
tifex Maximus, General of the horfe. 

Nc-zd dif- When the election of the Confuls came on, a 
futebs- new difficulty arofe. The Youth of the century 
iveen the called Galena , who by lot were to give their fuf- 

cniTri- ^ 5 “ nominated Fulvius, then actually 
buna . Di&ator, and Cb Fabius, Confuls *, and the reft 
Liv. xrvii. of the centuries feemed determined to confirm this 
P' choice. Two of the Tribunes oppofed it, affirm¬ 
ing, that it was contrary to order to create the 
perfon who was Diftator, Conful, and to remove 
him in that manner, without any interval of time 
from one office to another *, befides which, it was 
po kfs repugnant to decency and good order, to 

raife 

\ -: - 1 
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raife the very perfon to the Confulftiip, who pre- *.R. 
fided in the eleftion of Confuls. After long dif- ot ’ ** 1 * 
putes, the Di&ator and Tribunes agreed to refer 
the affair to the Senate. As the thing was not 
without precedent, and it alfo Teemed of great im¬ 
portance, that the moft able and experienced Ge¬ 
nerals fliould be placed at the head of the armies, 
the Senate was of opinion, that it was neceffary 
not to oppofe the freedom of the fuffrages. The , 
Tribunes having acquiefced in thefe reafons, the 
affembly purfued their plan. Q^Fabius Maximus 
was elefted Conful ftr the fifth time, and Ful- 
viijs Flaccus for the fourth. L. Veturius Philo, 

T. Quintius Crifpinus, C. Hoftilius Tubulo, and 
C Arunculejus were afterwards created Praetors. 

Towards the end of this campaign, a Cartha¬ 
ginian fleet, confiding of forty fail, under the com¬ 
mand of Amilcar, arrived at Sardinia, and made 
a defcent in the country of the Olbii. But the 
Praetor P. Manlius Vnlfo marching againft the 
enemy, they reimbarked, and fleering round the 
ifland, made another defcent in the territory of 
Caralis (Cagliari) on the oppofite fide, and return¬ 
ed to Africa with a confiderable booty of all kinds. 

About the fame time, C. Laelius arrived at itf/war* 
Rome, thirty-four days after his fetting out from rives at 
Tarraco. • He entered the city with his prifoners, 
furrounded with a vaft concourfe of the People. Liv ' xxvlu 
They were not above fifteen or fixteen in number, 7 ‘ 
but all perfons of diftinftion. The next day, be¬ 
ing introduced to the Senate, he related what Sci- 
pio had done in Spain. “ That he had taken 
Carthagena in one day, the capital of the whole 
cc province: that he had retaken many cities 
“ which had revolted, and had brought over 
“ others into the party of the Commonwealth ” 

The accounts given by the prifoners confirmed 
what M. Valerius Mefiala had wrote. What 

« • ■ ■ t 
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Aatc^r a ^ armec ^ l ^ c Se nafE was the intended march 
’ 2 °* of Afdrubal into Italy, at a time when it was not 

a little difficult to make head againft Hannibal’s 
forces only. Lslius was afterwards prefented to 
the People, to whom he gave the fame account as 
to the Senate. Thankfgivings were decreed for 
one day for the good fuccefs of P. Scipio, and 
I^lius was fent back directly into Spain with the 
fame fhips that came with him. 


A.R- 54.3. 
Aar. C. 2-9. 


Q^Fabius Maximus, V. 
Q. Fulvius Flaccus, IV. 


Diftrihu- The two Confuls entered upon office, according 
tier cf the to cuftom, upon the ides of March, that is, the 

LiV rrn * - ^f ieent ^ day of r ^ al: mor,t h* Both had Italy for 

ii* their province : Fabius the part next Tarentum, 

and Flaccus Lucania and Bruttium. Marcellus 
was continued in his command for one year. Crif- 
pinus was fent to Capua, C. Aurunculejus to Sar¬ 
dinia, and L. Veturius to Rimini. M. Valerius 
and L. Cincius remained in Sicily. No change 
was made in the army in Spain, except that Scipio 
and Silanus were continued in the command, not 

for one year, but as long as the Senate fhould 
judge proper. 

C. Manilius Vitulus was created * Curio Maxi¬ 


mus, the nril of the Plebeians that was raifed to 
that dignity. 

At the fame time, P. Licinius, the Pontifex 
Maximus, obliged C. Valerius Flaccus, againft 
his will, to be confecrated Prieft of Jupiter. This 

This Valerius had much 


Valerius 
Flaccus eIt- 
Bed Pritjf 

fact is very particular. 

reforms bis 


life,end re¬ 
ef abhjkes 
a privilege 
belong i a z 

to bis office. 

Liv. 


* There were thirty Curis 
ci Rome, as we have fend el je¬ 
er cere. Each Curia bad its 
bead, called Curio, iibofe office 


it was to take care of ail that 
related to the ceremonies of re¬ 
ligion. The principal of them 
was called Curio 4 Maximus. 
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difgrac^d himfelf in his youth by his indolence and 
the irregularity of his life. Thofe failings had 
made him. odious to his brother L. Valerius, and 
to all his relations. Licinius, who no doubt was 
a friend to his family, did riot lofe hopes of reclaim¬ 
ing him. Hereprefented to him how great a misfor¬ 
tune it was, to afflift and diffionour his whole houfe 
in fuch a manner; and gave him to underftand, that 
the certain means to recover his reputation, would 
be to take upon him the office of Prieft of Jupiter, 
and fo to difcharge himfelf iri it, that the pru¬ 
dence of his conduft might cover and obliterate 
all the faults and indifcretions of his pad life. The 
young man believed him, and gave into his ad¬ 
vice. In effeft of his application to the religious 
ceremonies, the care of the facrifices, and the wor- 
Ihip of the Gods, he renounced his former habits 
fo effe&ually, that there was not one of the Ro¬ 
man Youth more generally efteemed by the prin¬ 
cipal Senators, nor more refpefted by his own fa¬ 
mily and the whole city, than him. 

It muft be owned, that it is a great, and the 
mod fenfible affliftion that parents can fuffer, to 
fee their children depart from their duty, and 

abandon themfelves to licentioufnefs. But this is 
an important leffon to them, to teach them, to 
make (a) a difference between the faults that arife 
from the heat and inadvertency of youth, which 
admit of remedy, and thofe which proceed from 
a difpofition hardened in vice, and utterly incor¬ 
rigible ; not to defpair of their reformation•, to 
prepare them for it by mild and tender remon- 
drances; not to ufe exceffive menaces, and rigo¬ 
rous methods, which only ferve to inflame andex- 
afperate their paffions*, and ladly, which is a 

. (a) Adhibenta eft modera- ftinguere a deplontis fciat. Se¬ 
th, ynx fanabilia ingeoia di- me. de Clem . I. z. 


A. R. 54*. 
Ant. c. zoq. 


means 



'll Fabius, Fulvius, Confuls. 

a. R- 543- means peculiar to Chriftianity, to deferve by their 

Aat,c * 209 ’ own conduft, that he, who is, the fupreme Ruler 

of all hearts fhould change and amend thofe of 
their children. 

The young man, of whom we are fpeaking, 
acquired in time, fo great a reputation for pro¬ 
bity and prudence, that he believed himfelf in a 
condition to refume a privilege formerly annexed 
to his office, and which thofe, who had exercifed 
it. had forfeited for m2ny years, by their want of 
merit. This privilege confifted in having a right 
to enter the Senate. Accordingly, in order to 
revive that .prerogative, he went thither, and 
claimed it. The Prstor L. Licinius having or¬ 
dered him to depart, he demanded the aid and 
fupport of the Tribunes, He maintained, that it 
was a right antiently granted to the Priefts of 
Jupiter, with the robe bordered with purple, and 
the Curule chair. The Praetor obje&ed, that fuch 
a privilege ought to be founded, not upon ob- 
folete examples of unknown antiquity, but upon 
conftant practice, and recent cuftom ; and he af¬ 
firmed that no Priefl of Jupiter had enjoyed 
that right in the days of their fathers, or grand¬ 
fathers for immemorial time. The Tribunes re¬ 
plied, that the bad conduft of the more modern 
Priefts might affect their perfons, but not their 
office. Upon wffiich the Praetor perfifted no 
longer in his oppofition. Flaccus was admitted 
into the Senate with the unanimous confent of the 
Senators and People; and every body was of o- 
pinion, that he had deferved that diftinftion more 
by the purity of his manners, than the right of 
his office. 


CD j^mr U unex P ec ^ e d difcontent occafioned great 

‘rLrsoftbc a ^ arm ac Rome this year ; and might have been 
Rouian co- attended wich very unhappy effefts. The La- 
hnies.Uw tines and allies openly murmured in their Af- 

xsvu femblies, 
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fcmblief, and complained, “ That by the levy- ^ 
“ ing of men and money upon them for ten 
“ years paft, their families and purfes were en- 
“ tirely exhaufted. That every campaign had 
“ been djftinguifhed by fome fignal defeat. That 
“ battles and fieknefs had deprived them of al- 
“ rnoft all their People. That they confidered 
“ thofe much more as loft, who had been lifted 
“ by the Romans, than thofe who had been 
“ taken by the enemy : as Hannibal fent home 
“ thofe he took without ranfom, whereas the Ro- 
“ mans Pent them far from Italy, into countries 
“ where they lived much more like exiles, than 
“ like foldiers. That the Troops of Cannse had 
“ for eight years, fuffered a difgrace in Sicily, 
which would only terminate with their lives; 

“ as the Carthaginians, whofe expulfion alone 
“ was to deliver them, were now ftronger and 
“ more formidable than ever. That if the old 
“ foldiers were not fent home, and they were 
“ continually obliged to furnifli new, they fhould 
“ foon not have-a man left. That therefore, before 


“ they WSre exhau fted of men and money,they were 
“ refolved to refufe theRomans aid,which theywere 
“ upon the point of being utterly incapable of fup- 
“ plying. That if the Romans faw all their allies in 
“ the fame difpofition, they would undoubtedly 
“ think of making peace with the Carthaginians. 

“ That otherwife, Italy would never enjoy peace, 

“ as long as Hannibal lived”. Such was the lan¬ 
guage in the Affemblies of the allies. 

Thirty of the * Roman colonies had actually Twelve of 

Deputies at Rome. Of thefe thirty, twelve had 
plainly affirmed to the Confuls, that they had their J n . 
neither men nor money for them. The Confuls, tingmts. 

TbeC on fills 


time. 


* .According to Si genius there were fifty three of them at this 

V( ' vertly* 

{truck 
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ftruck with a declaration, as fatal as it was new, 
believed, that to make them alter fo pernicious a 
defign, it was more neceffary to ufe reprimands, 
than good words, which would only make them 
more infolent. They therefore replied, “ they 
4C had prefumed to fay That to the Confuls, 
“ which the Confuls themfeives dared not repeat 
“ to the Senate. That fuch Difcourfe ought not 
“ to be confidered as a mere refufal to contribute 
44 towards the fupport of the war, but as an ac- 
“ tual revolt againft the Roman People. That 
44 therefore they ihould return affoon as poflible 
44 to their colonies, and deliberate again with 
“ their conftituents, that fo criminal a declaration 
44 might be thought rather to have efcaped their 
“ lips than to have come from their hearts. 
44 That they Ihould take care to reprefent to 
44 them, that they were not Campanians norTa- 
44 rentines, but Romans. That their fathers were 
44 bom in Rome, and had been fent from thence 
44 to inhabit the Lands taken from the enemy, and 
41 to augment and extend the Roman name. That 
t4 the lame duty children owed to their parents 
44 they owed to Rome, and that they could en- 
44 terrain no other thoughts without ftifling all 
4t fenfe of gratitude in their hearts. That again, 
“ they bade them confult upon the affair, and 
4 4 remember, that the expreffions which had ef- 
“ caped them, tended to no lefs than the deftru- 
44 ction of the Roman power, and to put viftory 
44 and Rome into the hands of Hannibal.” 

The Confuls, alternately ufed many arguments 
to no purpofe to make the Deputies hear reafon. 
Infenfible to all their remonftrances, they re¬ 
plied : 44 That they had no reprefentation to 
44 make from thofe who fent them ; and that 
44 it was not neceffary for their people to delibe- 

44 rate 
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“ rate upon an affair already entirely determined, A - 543- 
V as they had neither money nor foldiers.” Ant * C,1 ° 9 ' 
The Confuls finding them inflexible, made 
their report in the Senate. This news put every 
body into fuch a confternatioo, that moft of the 
Senators cried out, u That the Commonwealth 

“ was ruined : that the other colonies would imi- 


u tate fo pernicious an example, and that all the 
IC allies had undoubtedly confpired to give up 
“ Rome to Hannibal.” 

The Confuls exhorted the Senate to take cou- The eigb- 
rage, and confoled them with the hope of finding 

more fidelity and fubmiffion from the other colonies, “bl’irdut) 
They added, ct That even thofe who had departed zvitbala- 
u from their duty, might return to it: and that^/Vy-Liv. 

if deputies from the Senate were fent to them* xxvn * I0, 
“ who (hould not life entreaties, but a (tile of au- 
<c thority, they would make them refume fenti- 
cc ments of fear and refpcft for the Roman Pco- 
" pie” 

The Senate referred the affair to their condudi:, 
and empowered them to do all they fhould think 
proper for the good of the Commonwealth. Ac¬ 
cordingly alter they had founded the difpofition of 
the other colonies, they afked their Deputies, 
whether they were willing to furnifh the Com¬ 
monwealth with their contingents? M. Sextilius, 
deputy from Fregdlae, anfwered in the name of 
the reft : <c That the foldiers, they were to fur- 
“ nifh, were ready •, that they would even fup- 
“ Ply a grater number, if neceffary ; and that 
“ they would do every thing elle that the Roman 
“ People fhould diredt, with zeal and ptfffion. ; (fl) 

4< That they did not want the means, and much 
“ lefs the will.” 


(a) Ad id fibi neque opes dceflV, animum etiam fuperefle, 

Liv. 


The 
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a-r. 543- • The Confuls alfo having applauded their zeal 

and fidelity, added: 64 That their generous of- 
45 fers deferved the thanks of the Senate and 
they accordingly introduced them to it. The 
Senate, not contented with having anfwered them 
by a decree conceived in the mod honourable 
terms, ordered the Confuls to prefent them to the 
Affembly of the People, and there to fet forth 
all the fervices the Commonwealth had recei¬ 
ved from them on different occafions, and efpe- 
cially this lad, by which they crowned all the 
reft. 

* 

In my opinion, the relation I have juft made 
muft fenfibly affeft every reader, even after fo 
many ages, in refpeft to fuch faithful and gene¬ 
rous people. It is not furprizing therefore, that 
Livy, all zealous as he was for the glory of 
Rome, gives a loofe here to his joy, admi¬ 
ration and gratitude in refpeft to thefe colonies ? 
He (a) believed, as he fays, that he fhould de¬ 
prive them of the juftice and glory they defer- 
ved, if he fhould pafs over fo noble an aftion in 
filence; and he confidered himfelf as obliged, 
both as a Roman and an Hiftorian, to tranfmit 
to pofterity, and in fome meafure to confecrate 
the names of thefe eighteen colonies, whofe zeal, 
upon this occafion, may be faid to have preferved 
the Roman name 3 and he has repeated them all 
in the pafiage in queftion. 

As to the twelve other colonies, who refufed 
10 obey, the Senate direfted the Confuls to treat 
them with abfolute negleft, without either difmif- 
fing their Deputies, keeping them at Rome, or 

(a) Ne nunc quidem pod & Norbani &c. -Harum 

tot fecula fileantur, frauden- coloniarum fubfidio turn im~ 
turvt laude fua, Signini fuere perium Populi Romani ftetit- 

% 


I 
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fpeaking to them in any manner, (a) This Si- ^' c s * 3 ' 
lence by which it was thought proper to punith * ’*° 9 ‘ 
their refufal, feemed more fuicabie to the dignity 
of the Roman People, than any exprefTed relent- 
ment whatfoever. 

Amongft the other means ufed by the Confuls Gold taken 
to enable them to carry on the war, they took out of the 
the * gold out of the privy treafury, which was P ri vyTrea- 
carefully kept there as a referve againft the prefling 
occafions of the Commonwealth. It was to eafionfof 
about the weight of four thoufand pounds, and th * State. 
of that Sum the two Confuls, the Proconfuls M. 

Marcell us and P. Sulpicius, and the Prsetor 
L. Veturius, had equal parts. The Conful Fabius 
had an hundred weight more, which was to be 
carried into the citadel of Tarentum. The reft 
was employed in purchafing cloaths with ready 
money for the army in Spain, of which the. Gene¬ 
ral and ioldiers had acquired fo much glory. 

Fulvius afcer this held the afiemblies for thz Cenfors e- 
eleftion of Cenfors. M. Cornelius Cethegus, and 
P. Sempronius Tuditanus, who had not been Liv ‘ xxv ^‘ 
Confuls, had this office conferred upon them. 

The People, with the authority of the Senate, 
commiflioned the Cenfors to farm the lands of Ca¬ 
pua for the ufe of the Commonwealth. 

A difpme arofe between the two Cenfors, in bifpMein 
refpecl to the perfon who was to be nominated r ^p r \ 9 nc 
Prince of the Senate. He who was placed firft of the™" 
upon the lift of the Senators was called fo ; which note. 
was a great honour at Rome. Sempronius was to 
read this lift, which fundtion fell to him by lot $ 


(a) Ea tacita eaftigatio max- five tvas worth , which was 
ime ex dignitate Populi Ro- paid to the Commonwealth. 
mani vifa eft. Liv. when he was made fee. This 

* This gold was called Vi- duty was eflab!ijhed in the 
cefiraarium, becaufe it arofe 398 th year of Rome, 
from a twentieth of the price a 

You VI. 
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A. 5 4 s* and confequendy he was to nominate the Prince of 
^c* 509 'the Senate. He had call his eye upon Fabius 

Maximus. His College Cornelius oppoled that 
choice. He pretended, that in this refpeft the 
ancient cuftom ought to be obferved, which had 
always conferred that honour upon the oldeft Cen- 
for living, who then was T. Manlius Torquatus. 
Sempronius replied, that the Gods who had given 
them that choice by lot, left it entirely at his dif- 
cretion: that in confequence he lhould nominate 
Fabius, who even in the judgment of Hannibal 
himfelf, was indifputably the principal and moft 
illuftrious citizen of Rome. Cornelius, after ha¬ 
ving contended for fome time, complied at laft, 
and Sempronius declared Fabius then Conful, 
Prince and Chief of the Senate, 

Due/eve- The lift of the Senators was then read. Eight 

ritjexer - were left out*, which was degrading them. Of 
cijedbj the t hi s number was L. Gecilius Metellus, who, after 
enjoes. ^ batde of Canns, had given the other officers the 

infamous advice to abandon Italy. The Knights 
were treated in the fame manner, who were in the 
fame cafe *, but thole were very few. All of 
them, who were in the Legions at the battle of 
Cannse, and who then had ferved in Sicily, had 
their horfes taken from them, that is, were de¬ 
graded from that rank : the number of thefe was 
very great. To this feverity another was added, 
by declaring that the years they had ferved 
fhould not be allowed them, and obliging them 
to ferve ten campaigns mounted at their own 
expence: which was the ufual time the Knights 
ferved. Enquiry was alfo made after thofe, who 
being feventeen years old at the beginning of the 
war, ought to have entered the fervice, and had not 
done fo. Thefe were reduced to the lowed clafs 
of the citizens, retaining no other privilege an¬ 
nexed to that quality, except that of being kept 

upon 
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upon the regifters to bear the offices of the State. ^ t R ^ 543 * 
The Cenfors then agreed with workmen for re- n ' ,a ° 9 ’ 
building the edifices which had been confumed by 

fire. 


SECT. II. 


Fabius prepares to befiege Farentum. Marcellus. 
offers Hannibal battle near Canufium. Firft 

battle with equal advantage on both fides. Se¬ 
cond battle in which Hannibal has the better . 
Marcellus warmly reproaches his army . Fbird 
battle , in which Hannibal is defeated , and put to 
flight . Several cities in Calabria , and the neigh¬ 
bouring countries go over to the Romans . Fabius 
befeeges and takes Farentum by intelligence in the 
place. He carries away only one ftatue. Hanni¬ 

bal lays a fnare for Fabius. His Jlratagem is 
■ difcovered. Scipio makes the States of Spain re¬ 
turn to the party of the Romans. Afdrubal and 
Scipio defign to come to blow:. Indibilis and 

Mandonius quit the Carthaginians , and join Sci¬ 
pio . Fine reflexion of Polybius upon the ufe of 

victory. Battle between Scipio and Jfdrubal. 
Fhe latter is defeated , and put to flight. Scipio 
refufes the title of King , offered him by the Spa¬ 
niards. Maffva a young Numidian Prince fent 
home to his family by Scipio , without ranfom and 
with prefents. Fhe three Carthaginian Generals 
join each other. Fheir Rcfolutions. 


T H E Confuls having made an end of all the Fabiuspre* 
affairs that kept them at Rome, fet out for Pf res t0 
the war. Fuivius went the firft to Capua. Liv.’ 

Fabius followed feme days after, having defired xxvii. 12. 
his collegue by word of mouth, and Marcellus 
by letter, to aft vigoroufly againft Hannibal, in 
order to keep all his forces employed, whilft he 

C 2 Ihould 
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a.R- ' 43 * (hould attack Tarentum with the fame afiivity. 
Ast-c.2c 9 . re p re f cnte j c h e importance of that fiege to 

them, by telling them, that the Carthaginian Ge¬ 
neral would no iooner be deprived of that place, 
than having no longer any friends or allies from 
■whom he could hope aid, he would infallibly be 
reduced to abandon Italy. 

At the fame time he lent a courier to the Go¬ 
vernor, who commanded the garrifon of Rhegi- 
ura, with orders firft to lay wafte the country of 
the Bruttii, and afterwards to attack the city of 
Caulonia.* That Commander executed his orders 

with zeal and vigour. 

Marcellus Marcel 1 us, in conformity to the Confui’s inten- 
ojfenH&n- tions, and becaufe he was alfo convinced, that no 

r 'tkn!*ar" R oman General was more capable of making head 
Csnufium. againft Hannibal than himfelf, took the field as 
Liv. ibid, foon as the land could fupply forage, and match- 
P!ut. m ec j againft him near Canufium. Hannibal was at 
uc ' 31 3 * that time endeavouring to induce the inhabitants 

of that dty to revolt. But as foon as he was ap¬ 
prized of the approach of Marcellus, he decamp¬ 
ed. The country was entirely open, and not pro¬ 
per for ambufcades *, which obliged him to feek 
places full of woods, defiles, and eminences elfe- 
where. Marcellus followed him clofe, always in- 
camped in view of him, and had no fooner corn- 
pleated his works, than he offered him battle. 

Firfi battle Hannibal contented himfelf with fkirmifhing 
soub equat^ f ma j] detachments of horfe, and (lingers, and 
a vantage. ^ noc believe it for his intereft to hazard a 



neral battle. He was however reduced to come to 
one, whatever precaution he ufed to avoid it. For 
having decamped in the night, Marcellus, who ne¬ 
ver loft fight of him, joined him in a flat and open 
place, and by attacking his workmen on all fides, 
prevented him from intrenching himfelf. In 

* Caftel-veteri in Calabria ulterhr. 
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this manner they came to blows, and fought with 

all their forces, till the approach of night parted ni ' c,2 ° 9 ' 

them, viftory not declaring on either fide. They 

both intrenched very haftily, on account of the 

little day-light that remained, and paffed the night 

at a very fmall diftance from each other. 

The next morning at day break, Marcellus^^^ 
drew up his army in battle. Hannibal accepted tlewberein 
the defiance, and before the charge began, ex- Cannibal 

horted his foldiers to behave well: 44 He told ^ntage^' 
44 them that they fhould remember Thrafyme- 
44 nus and Cannte, and check the pride of an 
44 ablive enemy, who did not give them a mo* 

44 ment’s reft, who incefiantly harraffed them 
44 in their incampments, and did not afford 
44 them time to breathe. That they mull expeft 
“ to fee every day at the fame time, both the 
44 fun-rife, and the Roman army in battle. That 
44 to make them lels eager for aftion, it was ne- 
44 ceffary to give them a new proof of the Car- 
44 thaginian valour.” Animated by thefe remon- 
fteances, and exafperated befides by the fiercenefs 
of an enemy, that continually tormented them, they 
began the batt'e with extraordinary fury. After 
the aftion had continued above two hours, the Ro¬ 
man allies on the right wing began to give way, 
Marcellus, who perceived it, made the twelfth le¬ 
gion immediately advance to the front; but whilft 
the firft were foldy intent upon flying, and the lat¬ 
ter took their place very flowly, the whole main 
body of the army was pufhed and put into dif- 
order, and fear prevailing over fliame, all fled. 

About two thoufand feven hundred Romans and 
allies were killed in the battle, and amongft the 
reft four Centurions, and two legionary Tribunes. 

The right wing of the allies that fled fifft, loft 
four enfigns, and the legion fent to take their poft, 
two. 

ca 
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a.r. 545. When the foldiers were returned into the camp 
A lianelhs Marcdlus reproached them with fo much warmth 
fearply re - and fevcrity, that they were more affe&ed with 
proves bis the expreffions of their incenfed General, than 

Li^xxvii w * c h r ^ e § rie ^ °f having fought the whole day 
i 5 / with difadvantage. I thank the immortal Gods, 
Pint, in faid he, as much as is poffible after fo had fuccefs, 

that the victorious enemy did not come to attack us in 
our works , at the time when you fled thither with fo 
much precipitation ; for the fame fear , that made you 
quit the field of battle , would undoubtedly have made 
you abandon your camp. From whence could fuch 
terror and confiernation arife ? What could make you 
fo foon forget yourfelves , and the enemy ? Are they 
not the fame you have fo often defeated and purfued 
during the whole preceding campaign *, fo often bar - 
raffed night and day lately, and fatigued by continual 
fkirmifhes ? But I am in the wrong to expeft from 
you , that yen Jbould fuflain the glory of your former 
advantages . 1 fljafl now only fet before your eyes 

your equality with the enemy in the battle yefterday. 
That equality is no fmall fhame to you. Who could 
have believed yen were capable of falling ft ill lower, 
and of defending to a ftill greater difgrace ? What 
change has happened in the fpace of one night and 
day ? Are your troops diminijhed? Are thofe of the 
enemy increafed ? As for my part , I do not feem to 
talk to foldiers , or Romans. I fee the fame men , and 
the fame arms , but not with the fame courage. If 
you bad not degenerated from yourfelves , would the 
Carthaginians have feen you fly like cowards ? Would 
they have taken tbs enfigns of a fingle company , or a 
flngle cohort ? Hitherto they might boafl of having cut 
Roman legions in pieces: but you have tins day given 
them the netv glory of feeing Romans turn their backs 
before them. 

Upon thefe words there was a general cry 
throughout the whole army, They intreated 

Marcellqs 
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Marcellus to forget what had palled that day, and A * R, 543* 
to put their valour to any proof he thought fit at< 
for the future. Well then, faid he, to morrow 1 
will try you by leading you on to battle , that you may 
obtain the par don you ajk as viftors, not as vanquijhed. 

In the mean time, he ordered, that barley bread 
Ihould be given to the cohorts, who had loft their 
enfigns, and that the centurions of the companies 
to whom that difhonour had happened, ihould 
ftand for a certain time in the moft public part of 
the camp without belts, and with their fwords 
drawn in their hands; which was a military pu- 
nifhment amongft the Romans. That they ihould 
alfo be under arms early the next morning, both 
horfe and foot. He then difmifled them not a 
little mortified, but confefiing that they had well 
deferved the reprimand they had received \ that 
there was not a man, nor a Roman, in their army 
that day, except their General; and that to make 
him forget their fault, it was neceflary either to 
conquer or die. 

The next day they were all under arms accord- ^bird bat* 
ing to the order of Marcellus. That General ap- 
plauded the afpeft and difpofuion in which he Hannibal 
faw them ; and declared that he would place thofe « defeated 
who had fled firft, and the cohorts who had loft 
their enfigns, in the front: all of them havingXw.aovib 
earneftly defired it of him as a favour. • He told 14. 
them farther, that it was neceflary they Ihould ,n . 
fight and conquer, that the news of their viftory arc# * 1 
might arrive at Rome affoon as that of their de¬ 
feat and flight. He then ordered them to refrelh 
themfelves with eating, that they might have vi¬ 
gour enough to fuftain the fight, if it Ihould con¬ 
tinue long. After having faid and done ail that 
could animate the foldiers, he led them to battle. 
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A.R. 54J- When Hannibal faw they advanced againft 

jj e f a ;d . ( 0 ) fJj'j Mareellus is a ft range man ! 
He can neither hear good nor bad fortune. JVhen vi- 
tier, he purfues us to the utmoj 1 ; and when van- 
qutfbed , he returns to battle with more haughtinefs 
than before. After having faid thefe words, he or¬ 
dered the charge to be founded, and advanced to 
meet the Romans. The battle was much more 
obftinate than the day before ; the Carthaginians 
fparing no efforts to keep their advantage, and 
the Romans none to obliterate the difgrace of their 
defeat. 

Mareellus had ported the troops, who had be¬ 
haved ill the day before, in the front of the two 
wings: they were commanded by L. Cornelius 
Lentulus, and C. Claudius Nero. He referved 
the main body for himfelf, that he might be a wit- 
nefs of all that parted, and , in ^ condition to ani¬ 
mate his troops upon occafion. Hannibal had 
ported the Spaniards, who were the flower of his 
army, and its principal ftrength, in the front. 
But feeing that the battle continued too long doubt- 
fill, he ordered the elephants to be brought on, 
with the view of occafioning fome diforder 
amongft the enemy. Accordingly fome confufion 
enfued amongft the enfigns and front ranks; and 
thofe hearts having at firft trod down or put to 
flight all in their way, the diforder had been 
greater, if C. Decimus Flavus, a legionary Tri¬ 
bune, having feized the ftandard of the firft com¬ 
pany of the Haftati , had not ordered the troops of 
that company to follow him. He led them to the 
place where thofe enormous animals in one bo- 

r 

fc) Cum to nimirom in- flat ve&is; feu vi&us eft, m- 
qnit, bofte res eft, qni nec bo- fbnrat cum viftoribus certa- 
nam nec malam ferre forttinam men. Liv. 

Sea vicit, feroci ter in- 

d y 
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dy did the rnofl: hurt, and commanded them to A * R * 543* 
difcharge their javelins againft them. Not one Aat c * 2 ° 5 * 
but took effed, as they were thrown at fo fmall a 
diftance againft fuch a number of vaft beafts, 
crouded together. However they were not all 
wounded: but thofe that felt the points of thofe 
darts deep in their bodies taking to flight, and 
being then no lefs terrible to their own fide than 
the enemy, drew along with them thofe alfo which 
were not wounded. Upon this all the Roman 
foldiers who were at hand, after the example of 
the firft, purfued that flying troop, and Ihowered 
their darts upon all the elephants they could over¬ 
take. Thofe animals in confequence fell upon the 
Carthaginians with vaft fury, and made greater ha- 
vock amongft them, than they had amongft the 
Romans, as fear has much more effeft upon them, 
and makes them much more fierce, than the voi¬ 
ces or hands of thofe that guide them. 

The Roman infantry immediately advanced 
againft the Carthaginians, whofe ranks the ele¬ 
phants had broken, and eafily put troops to flight, 
who had loft fight of their enfigns, and could not 
rally. Marcellus then detached his cavalry after 
them, who purfued them to the gates of their 
camp, into which they entered with difficulty, full 
of terror and confternation. To augment their 
misfortune, two elephants had fallen dead in the 
middle of the gate; and as they clofed the en¬ 
trance the foldiers were obliged to throw them- 
felves into the intrenchment, and to climb over 
the palifades, to efcape. In confequence, the 
greateft (laughter was made there. About eight 
thoufand men, and five elephants, were killed. 

This viftory coft the Romans dear. The two le¬ 
gions loft about feventeen hundred men, and the 
allies above thirteen hundred, without including a 
great number of wounded, both of the citizens 

and 
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and allies. But the terror of Hannibal’s name was 

* at that time fo great among the Romans, that it 

may be confidered as a glorious exploit, to have 

reduced his troops to fly, though that advantage 
was attended with a considerable lofs. 

Hannibal decamped in the following night. 
Marcellus was very defirous to purfue him ; but 
the great number of his wounded men prevented 
him. Thofe who were fent out to obferve the 
enemy’s march, brought advice the next day, that 
Hannibal was retired into Bruttium. 

At the fame time the Hirpini, Lucani, and 
Volfcentes went over to the Conful Fulvius, 
and delivered up the Carthaginian garrifons in 
their cities. That General received them with 
great lenity *, praifing their prefent difpofition, 
and gently reproaching them for their paft fault. 
The Brutrii fliewed fome difpofition in favour of 
the Romans, but without any great effeft; pro. 
bably becaufe the prefence of Hannibal kept them 
in awe. Fabius, on his fide, took the city of 

* Manduria, in the country of the Sallentini: 
where he made four thoufand prifoners, with a 
very confiderable booty. 

From thence Fabius repaired toTarentum, and 
incamped at the very mouth of the port. Cato 
the Cenfor, who was then very young, ferved un¬ 
der him this campaign. Fabius prepared every 
thing for the fiege. The fea was open for the 
Romans, the Carthaginian fleet having been fent 
to Corcyra (Corfu) to fecond king Philip in at¬ 
tacking the iEtolians. Chance fupplied him with 
an occafion of terminating fo important an enter- 
prize foon, and without difficulty. Hannibal had 
put a body of the Bruttii into this place to affift in 
defending it. He who commanded them, was 


* In the territory of Otrantc. 


defperately 
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defperately in love with a woman, whofe brother A * R - 543- 
ferved in the army of Fabius. Upon a letter Aatt ao * 
wrote by this woman to her brother, he, in con¬ 
cert with his General, threw himfelf into Taren- 
tum, as a deferter. With help of his fitter's 
artful careffes, he ingratiated himfelf very much 
with that officer ; and at length perfuaded him to 
deliver up the quarter of the^ity, of which he 
had the guard, to the Romans. When they had 
concerted the means for executing this defign, the 
foldier fecretly quitted the city in the night, went 
to Fabius, and acquainted him with the meafures 
he had taken with the Bruttian. The Roman 
General loft no time. After having given, at the 
beginning of the night, the fignal agreed on to 
thofe who defended the citadel, and thofe who had 
the guard of the port, and had pofted himfelf oppo- 
fite to a certain part of the city, which the foldier had 
pointed out to him, the trumpets began to found 
at once from the citadel, the port, and the ffiips 
that advanced from the open Teas towards the place, 
and great cries and much noife were made in all 
the places, where the city had nothing to fear. 

Fabius in the mean time kept his troops well con¬ 
cealed in the pod he had taken, and made them 
obferve a ftrift filence. The General, who com¬ 
manded the quarter of the city oppofite to which 
Fabius lay in ambuffi, feeing that all was quiet on 
that fide, whereas he heard a great noife every 
where elfe, apprehended, that whilft he kept ftiil 
in his poft, Fabius was afiaulting the place on 
another fide. He therefore marched with the 
troops he had towards the citadel, where he heard 
moft noife and tumult. Fabius foon perceived his 
motion, and immediately caufed ladders to be pla¬ 
ced at the part of the wall, where the Body of the 
Brutii were pofted, as he had been directed by 

the 
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and allies. But the terror of Hannibal’s name was 
' at that time fo great among the Romans, that it 
may be confidered as a glorious exploit, to have 
reduced his troops to fly, though that advantage 
was attended with a confiderable lofs. 

Hannibal decamped in the following night. 
Marcellus was very defirous to purfue him ; but 
the great number of his wounded men prevented 
him. Thofe who were fent out to obferve the 
enemy’s march, brought advice the next day, that 
Hannibal was retired into Bruttium. 

At the fame time the Hirpini, Lucani, and 
■ Volfcentes went over to the Conful Fulvius, 
and delivered up the Carthaginian garrifons in 
their cities. That General received them with 
great lenity •, praiiing their prefent difpofition, 
and gently reproaching them for their paft fault. 

The Bruttii (hewed fome difpofition in favour of 

the Romans, but without any great effeft; pro- 
bably becaufe the prefence of Hannibal kept them 
in awe. Fabius, on his fide, took the city of 
* Manduria, in the country of the Sallentini: 
where he made four thoufand prifoners, with a 
very confiderable booty. 

From thence Fabius repaired to Tarentum, and 
incamped at the very mouth of the port. Cato 
the Cenfor, who was then very young, ferved un¬ 
der him this campaign. Fabius prepared every 

The fea was open for the 
Romans, the Carthaginian fleet having been fent 
to Corcyra (Corfu) to fecond king Philip in at¬ 
tacking the /Etolians. Chance fupplied him with 
an occafion of terminating fo important an enter- 
prize foon, and without difficulty. Hannibal had 
put a body of the Bruttii into this place to aflift in 
defending it. He who commanded them, was 
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defperately in love with a woman, whofe brother A - R - 543 - 
ferved in the army of Fabius. Upon a letter C '*° 9 ' 
wrote by this woman to her brother, he, in con¬ 
cert with his General, threw himfelf into Taren- 
tum, as a deferter. With help of his fitter's 
artful careffes, he ingratiated himfelf very much 
with that officer ; and at length perfuaded him to 
deliver up the quarter of thereby, of which he 
had the guard, to the Romans. When they had 
concerted the means for executing this defign, the 
foldier fecretly quitted the city in the night, went 
to Fabius, and acquainted him with the meafures 
he had taken with the Bruttian. The Roman 
General loft no time. After having given, at the 
beginning of the night, the fignal agreed on to 
thofe who defended the citadel, and thofe who had 
the guard of the port, and had potted himfelf oppo- 
fite to a certain part of the city, which the foldier had 
pointed out to him, the trumpets began to found 
at once from the citadel, the port, and the (hips 
that advanced from the open feas towards the place, 
and great cries and much noife were made in all 
the places, where the city had nothing to fear. 

Fabius in the mean time kept his troops well con¬ 
cealed in the pod he had taken, and made them 
obferve a flri£t filence. The General, who com¬ 
manded the quarter of the city oppofite to which 
Fabius lay in ambuffi, feeing that all was quiet on 
that fide, whereas he heard a great noife every 
where elfe, apprehended, that whilft he kept (till 
in his poft, Fabius was aflaulting the place on 
another fide. He therefore marched with the 
troops he had towards the citadel, where he heard 
moft noife and tumult. Fabius foon perceived his 
motion, and immediately caufed ladders to be pla¬ 
ced at the part of the wall, where the Body of the 
Brutji we potted, as he had been directed by 
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the foldier who had managed this intelligence* 
The Romans began there to take the wall, and 
afterwards entered the city with the affiftance of 
the Bruttii, who received the Romans as they 
came up. The neareft gate was foon after hroke 
open, which made way for the foldiers of Fabius 
to enter in greater numbers. Then raifing great 
cries towards break of day, they advanced as far 
as the market-place without any refiftance, and 
drew all thofe upon them, that fought on the fide 
of the citadel and port. 

The battle began at the entrance of the market¬ 
place with confiderable warmth, but was not 
maintained in the lame manner by the Tarentines, 
who were much inferior to the Romans in valour, 
arms, experience, and force. Accordingly the 
latter had no fooner difcharged their javelins, than 
almoft before they came to clofe fight, they turn* 
ed their backs, and made off through different 
turnings into their houfes, or thofe of their friends. 
The Romans put all they met to the fword, with¬ 
out regard to foldier or burgher, Carthaginian or 
Tarentine. They did not fpare even the Bruttii 
much, whether they did not know them, or to 
fatiate their antient hatred, or to make it feem as 
if Tarentum had been taken by force of arms, 
and not by treachery. If it was by Fabius’s order, 
as Plutarch tells us, that they adted in this manner 
in refpecl to the Bruttii, to whom they were in* 
debted for taking the city, it would have been a 
puerile vanity, and an horrid perfidy in him *, but 
in my opinion fuch a fufpicion is very incompatible 
with the character of fo great a man. 

After the foldiers had fhed abundance of blood, 
they difperfed themfelves about the city to plunder 
it. It is faid that they took thirty thoufand pri- 
foners. They found in it a great quantity of fil- 
ver, both coined and in plate, and fourfcore and 
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jpven thoufand pound-weight of gold *, about two a.Mjv 

tnilliona one hundred and fifty thoufand pounds nt< 2C9 
fterling, without including the filver. This fum 
feems exorbitant. Plutarch fpeaks only of three 
thoufand talents, that makes about four hundred 
and fifty thoufand pounds fterling : which makes 
an enormous difference. • 

They found alfo in Tarentum almoft as many Fabius 
ftatues and paintings as had been taken in Syracofe. t(l ^ es on h 
The ftatues reprefented the Gods of Tarentunv as 
large as nature, each with their peculiar arms, and Teutum, 
in the pofture of combatants. The Quasftor afked 
Fabius what he ihould do with the Gods of the 
Tarentines; to which he anfwered, Let us leave 
the ‘Tarentines their Gods , who have ferved them fo 
ill , and are angry with them. He took away only 

one ftatue of Hercules of extraordinary magnitude, 

and which Plutarch for that reafon calls the Colojfus 
of Hercules . Strabo tells us it was of brafs, and 
made by Lyfippus, the greaceft ftatuary of the 
antients. Fabius placed it in the capitol, and his 
own ftatue clofe to it. 

"Whilft thefe things paffed at Tarentum, Han¬ 
nibal reduced thofe who had beficged Caulonia, to 
furrender to him *, and having received advice that 
Tarentum was alfo attacked, he prepared to aid 
•it, and marched night and day without giving his 
troops any reft. Eut being informed on his route, 
that the city was taken, he faid : The Romans too 
have their Hannibal . IVe took Tarentum by firata- 
gem '■> and they have re-taken it in the fame manner. 

He then confeffed for the firft time on this occa- 
fion, “ That he had long perceived it would be 
very hard for him to make himfelf mafter of 
w Italy with the forces he had: but that then he 
<£ found it utterly impoffible. 


Hannibal, 
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a. r. 54? Hannibal, not to feem to have fled, did not, 
'Hannibal return direfijy, but incamped in the fame place, 
hyafnare where he received this bad news, about five miles 
for Fabiuj. f rom c he city. After having remained there fome 

^genfifdif- days, retired to Metapontum, from whence 
covered, he fent two of the inhabitants to Fabius, who was 
Liv.xxvii ftiil at Tarentum, with counterfeited letters from 

ptuc in P™ c ^ of die city, which promifed 

Fab. 18;. die Conful to deliver up Metapontum with the 

Carthaginian garrifon, upon condition that all 
which had palled Ihould be forgot and pardoned. 
Fabius did not think with his ufual prudence up¬ 
on this occafion. He believed too lightly the 
difcourfes made him, and fixed a day with the 
deputies, when he would approach Metapontum, 
and difmiffed them with letters for the principal 
perfons of that city, which were immediately car¬ 
ried to Hannibal. That General, tranfported 

with having iucceeded in over-reaching Fabius 
himfelf, laid an ambufcade near Metapontum. 
But the Conful, having found the aufpices unpro- 
pitious, as well as the entrails of theVi&im which 
he had facrificed, did not quit Tarentum. The 
people of Metapontum, who did not fee him ar¬ 
rive on the day fixed, difpatched the fame deputies 
to him to prefs him to come. He feized them, and 
the fear of the tortures with which he threatened 
them, made them difeover the whole. 

Youth f l have faid before that Cato the Cenfor ferved 
£%}*** urK kr the Conful Fabius Maximus, when he be- 
nj9r ’ fieged Tarentum. As this Roman will in the fe- 

quel make a great figure in the Commonwealth, 
it is not foreign to our fubjedt to inform the reader 
in what manner he had paffed his youth. 

Plat in Cato was born at Tufculum. Before he com- 
Catp.336. mencec j foldier, he paffed his early years at the 

eftate left him by his father near the country of the 
Sabines. Continual labour, and a fober and regu¬ 
lar 
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lar life, had given him a very healthy and ro- A - R - $43. 
buft conftitution, capable of fuftaining the rudeft An£ ' ’ 2 °* 
fatigues. 

Near his country-houfe was the little farm, 
which had belonged to. Manius Curius. He often 
walked thither, and confidering the fmallnefs of 
the land, and the poverty and fimplicity of the 
houfe, he could not fufficiently admire that great 
man, who after he became the moft illuftrious of 
the Romans, had conquered the moft warlike na¬ 
tions, and driven Pyrrhus out of Italy, cultiva¬ 
ted that little fpot with his own hands; and after fo 
many triumphs inhabited fo miferable a cottage. 

He found a true greatnefs of foul in this fimpli¬ 
city, and not contented with merely admiring 
it, he made it his model, and a duty and honour 
to copy it. 

There lived at this time a man of the moft 
noble and powerful families of Rome, who in 

effeft of his profound fenfe and good difpofition, 
was highly capable of difcerning a riling vir¬ 
tue * and by his goodnefs, generofity and bene¬ 
ficence, was an highly proper perfon to cherifh 
and produce it to the world : this was * Valerius 
Flaccus. He had lands contiguous to the fmall 
farm of Cato. He there often heard his Oaves 
talk of the manner in which his young neighbour 
lived, and of the work he did in the field. 

He was told, that in the morning he went 
to the fmall adjacent cities to plead the cau- 
fes of fuch as applied to him to defend them 5 
that from thence he returned to his land, where 
throwing on a mean tunick he worked with his 
domefticks; and afterwards, when they returned 

* 

* This Valeriiu Flaccus, as him. Plutarch however jpeaks 
it feems to me, could not be here of him, as of a man aU 
much older than Cato, as he ready eonfiderably important . 
ms Conful and Cenfor with 

home, 
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A - 545- home, he fac at the fame table, and ate the lame 

Ant.c. 2-09. and t ^ e f ame w j ne w j t j 1 t ^ em# fje 

was alfo told many other things, that argued a 
wife and virtuous difpofition, with difcourfes and 
fayings full of fenfe and ingenuity. He had a 
curiofity to fee and converfe with him, and in¬ 
vited him to fopper. From that inftant, he con¬ 
tracted a particular friendlhip with him, and dis¬ 
cerned in the young man fo much wiifdom, and 
fuch happy talents for the city, that he rightly judg¬ 
ed of him, as of an excellent plant, that deferved 
to be cultivated, and tranfplanted into a better 
foil. He advifed him to go to Rome, in order 
to qualify himfelf for the adminiftration of publick 
affairs. 

He was not long there without acquiring friends 
and admirers, efpecially by the force and elo¬ 
quence of his pleadings. For confidering the ta¬ 
lent of fpeaking, as a faculty, not only ufeful, but 
neceffary, to thole who were defirous not to pafs 
their lives in oblcurity, and to acquire diftin&ion 
in the Commonwealth, he had cultivated it with 
great application. 

P^t. in At firft he chofe to follow and live with 

Q^Fabius Maximus, of all the ancient Senators. 
Cicero puts thefe words into Cato’s mouth upon 
this fubject: (a) IVbilfi I was 'very youngs I lo¬ 
ved that venerable dd man , as much as if he had 
been of my own ■ age. There was in him a gravity 
mingled with polite Kefs, and ids great age had not in 

the leaf dmimjhed the amiable fweetnefs of his man- 
?iers . (£) Young perfons, who in any employ¬ 
ment 

[a) Ego Maximum -- nec feneftus mores mutaverat. 

adolefcens ita dilexi fenem, ut Cir At Sene#, n. 10. 
aequ^em. Erat enim in iilo {b) Faciiime & in optimate 
yiro comitate condita gravitas : parte me ognofcan tar adokicen- 

tlB 



Fasius, Fulvius, Confuls. 33 

ment whatfoever, defire in this manner the acquaint- ^ R -st¬ 
ance and friendfhip of thofe who are diftinguifhed ,a ° 91 
by their merit and probity, give great hopes of 
their own future behaviour. For there is good rea- 
fon to prefume, that delighting in their conven¬ 
tion, being witnefles of their conduft, and confi- 
dering them as their models, they will one day pique 
themfelves upon imitating them. 

Cato was of a very antient, but Plebeian, fa¬ 
mily, that had never rendered itfelf illuftrious by 
the Curule offices: which conftituted Nobility at 
Rome. Perfons of thefe families on rifing to 
them, were called New Men (Novi Homines.) Ca¬ 
to, (a) who had not the advantage of birth, was 
ftudious to recommend himfelf in another light, 
that is, by merit and virtue, and to become the 
fource and principal of the nobility of his family. 

It was at that time a cuftom in Rome, for the 
young perfons of good difpofitions, who afpired at 
offices, to make themfelves accufers of fome il¬ 
luftrious Citizen, who had afted contrary to his 
duty in fome notorious manner \ in order to fig- 
nalize their entrance into the world by fo diftin- 

tes, qui fe ad claros & fapien- Hoc magis ab omnibus ejuf- 
tes viros, bene confulentes modi civis laudandus ac deli- 
reipublicze contulerunt, qui- gendus eft, qui non folum a 
bufcum frequences fint, opinio- republica civem improbum re- 
nem afferunt populo, eorum movet, verum etiam fe ipfum 
fore fe fimiles, quos fibi ipfi ejufmodiforeprofiteturacprae- 
delegerint ad imitandum. De ftat, ut fibi non modo com- 
Oj/ic. ii. 46. muni voluntate virtutis atque 

(a) Venit mihi in mentem officii, fed etiam ut quadam 
M. Catonis, hominis fapien- magis neceffaria ratione rede 
tiffimi: qui cum fe virtate, fit, honefteque vivendum,— 
non genere, populo Romano Nam qui fibi hoc fompfit, ut 
commendari putaret, chm ip- corrigat mores aliorum ac pec- 
fe fui generis initium ac no- cata reprehendat, quis huic ig- 
minis ob fe gigni & propagari nofcat, fi qua in re ipfe ab re- 
vellet, hominum potentiffimo- ligione officiis declinarit. Ver* 
mm fufcepit inimicitias* Ver. iii. i. 2. 
uit. n. 180. 

Vo u VI. 
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guiihing a conduft, and to acquire the favour of 
Astc.iog. ^ People. A young man, who aded in this 

manner really deferved the praife of all good men, 
becaufe at the lame time that he laboured to expel 
a bad citizen from the commonwealth, he entered 
into a kind of folemn engagement to be virtuous; 
and to his common and general duty, added a 
particular and perfonal obligation to lead a wife 
and irreproachable life. For when a man has 
gone fo far as to fee himfelf up for a cenfor and 
accufer of the faults of others, could he be par¬ 
doned, if he departed in the leaft from the ftrid 
rules of juftice and virtue ? And this was the me¬ 
thod Cato ufed for the attainment of dignities 3 and 
with that view, he was not afraid to draw upon 
himfelf the enmity of the mod powerful citizens 
of Rome. His zeal might not always evidence 
itfelf *, but it was always laudable. 

DeSsncd. Cato made his firft campaign under Fabiua, 
l0 * who was then Conful for the fourth time. Five 

years after, in his fifth ConfuKhip, he followed 
him in his expedition againft Tarentum : he might 
be at this time about four and twenty years old : 
and the next year, he ferved in Sicily as legionary 
Plat in Ca- Tribune. In the army he never drank any thing 
ton. 536, b uc water? except fometimes when extremely thir- 

fty, he ufed a little vinegar, or when weak with 

fatigue, or weary, he took a little wine. 

Such was the youth of a man, who will foon 
a ft a great part in the Commonwealth. 

Scipk P. Scipio had employed the whole preceding 
brings back viiixn in bringing back the Spanifh States into 

Spa if to ^ the P^y °f the Romans, winning them, fome- 
the party cf times by prefents, and fometimes by the reftitu- 
tbeRmans.- tion of their hoftages and prifoners without ran- 
Liv. xxvii. £ on ^ j n t h e beginning 0 f the fpring, one of 

Polyb. x. th e m °ft illuftrious of the Spaniards named Edef* 
604. co, came to him. His wife and children were in 

the 
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Romans to that of the Carthaginian?. The fame 
motive induced Mandonius and Indibilis, who 
were, undoubtedly, the moft confiderable Princes 
of Spfin, to retire with all their vaflals to the 
eminences, that commanded the camp of the Car¬ 
thaginians, and from whence by continuing to 
keep the hills, they might arrive at the Roman 
army, without apprehending any thing from Af- 
drubal, whom they abandoned. 

That General feeing, that the Roman affairs 
became exceedingly fuperior, whilft tho.fe of the 
Carthaginians declined every day; and that th t- C mi n /to 
train things had taken, could be only checked blow*. ■ 
by fome diftinguiflied blow, fome fignal advan- £ oI y b ‘*• 
cage, he refqlved to come to a battle immediately Liv *xxvlti 
with the enemy. Scipio was as ardently defirous , 7 , 
of Th^t ^ Afdrubal; not only becaufe his fuccefs 
had exalted his courage, but becaufe he cbofe ra- 
.th£r to fight a fingle enemy, than to have them 
all at once upon his hands; which could not but 
happen, if he gave them time to join each other. 

And though he could not have avoided fighting 
with more than one enemy, by a wife precaution, 
he had found means to ftrengthen his army, fo as 
to be in a condition to apprehend nothing. For 
as he faw the fervice of his fleet unneceffary, after 
that of the Carthaginians had abandoned the coaft 
of Spain, he laid up his fhips in the port of Tar- 
raco, and reinforced his land forces with thofe in¬ 
tended for the fea-fervice. He was capable of,Ap¬ 
plying them all with arms, becaufe he had foqnd a 
great number amongft the fpoils of the Carthagi¬ 
nians, and had alfo caufed a prodigious quantity of 
them to be made by the workmen whom he had 
fhut up in the arfenals and magazines of the city. 

D 2 It 


the hands of the Romans. But befides that mo- 
tive, he was in a manner induced by the general 
difpofition of the nation to prefer the fide of the 
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nians and 

jsin Stipio. 
Ibid. 
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It was with thefe forces Scipio at the beginning 
of the fpring quitted Tarraco, and marched 
in queft of the enemy with Lmlius, who was re¬ 
turned from Rome, and without whom he could 
not attempt any important enterprife. He met 
with none upon his march but friends and al¬ 
lies, who came from all parts to join him, each 
at the entrance of their country, accompanied him 
afterwards, and augmented his army. It was up¬ 
on this march that Mandonius and Indibilis came 
to join him with their troops. Indibilis fpoke, 
and his difeourfe favoured in nothing of the grofs- 
nefs of a Barbarian. He fpoke with great digni¬ 
ty and referve, and rather excufed his change of 
fide as the effect of neceffity, than taking ho¬ 
nour from it to himfelf as a refolution taken out 
of wantonnefe, and executed on the firft occafion 
that offered. He (aid, “ That he knew that the 
“ name of a defer ter was as fufpicious to new 
“ allies, as it appeared deteftable to old ones. 
u That he did not blame an opinion common to 
<c all men, provided that the name only of de- 
cc ferter were not confidered, but the reafons e- 
“ very man might have for becoming fo. He 
“ afterwards expatiated upon the important fer- 
vices, which his brother and himfelf had ren- 
“ dered the Carthaginian Generals: to which he 
“ oppofed the * infatiable avarice and infup- 
“ portable arrogance, with which the Carthaginian 
<c nation had repaid them ■, and concluded with 
“ the ill treatment ot all kinds they had made 
tc themfelves and their fubjefts fuffer. That in 
“ confequence himfelf and his brother had long 
“ only worn the outfide of an attachment to the 
“ Carthaginians, but that their hearts and affe- 
“ ftions had been on the fide of thofe, by whom 

* Wt p‘." frn fee a trosf of this. 

“ they 
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« they knew that right and juft ice were religi- 
« oufly obferved. That they prayed the Gods, 

“ they might find protection againft injuftice and 
“ violence. That as to them, all that they alked 
“ of Scipio, was to make neither a merit nor a 
“ crime of their change: but that he would judge 
“ of them from the conduft he fhould fee them 

“ obferve for the future.” 

Scipio replied, “ That was his very intent; and 

“ that he would not tax Princes with infidelity 
“ and defertion, who did not think themfelves 
« bound to obferve treaties with a people that 
“ equally defpifed all laws human and divine.’* 

Their wives and children were then returned to 
them, whom they received with tears of joy ; 
and the fame day Scipio lodged and regaled them 

as his friends and guefts. The next day he made 

into 

had 

engaged to furnifh. 

Polybius upon the occafion we have juft re- Fmereflix- 
lated makes a very judicious reflexion, and one of 
great importance in point of policy and govern- theufetobe 
ment. It is good, fays he, fo to carry on a war, made of 
as to have the advantage over the enemy : but 
it requires greater ability and prudence to make a ^ 
right life of vidtory. The Carthaginians knew 
how to conquer. After having defeated the Ro¬ 
man armies, and killed the two Generals, Publius 
and Cneus Scipio, flattering themfelves, that 
Spain could no longer be difputed with them, 
they obferved no meafures with the States of that 


a treaty with them, and fent them home 
their own countries, to raife the fupplies they 


country. , , . , T Excerpt. c 

The manner in which they uled lnciibuis, p 0 jyb. a- 

that Polybius relates in another place, is a very pud Vales. 

evident proof of this. He was one of the moft P- *° 9 - 

powerful Princes of Spain, and moft affefted to 
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the fervice of the Carthaginians. Hi$ fidelity was 
put to a fevere tryal, as it cod him the lofs of 
his kingdom. He had been re-eftablifhed in it 
afterwards by way of reward for his attachment 
and zeal for the intereft of Carthage. Afdrubal, 
the fon of Gifgo, become haughty and ffifotent 
fince his advantage over the Romans, and &bu- 
fing his authoriry to gratify his avarice, demand¬ 
ed a confiderable fum of Indibilis. As that 
Prince was in no hade to put fo unjuft an order 
in execution, Afdrubal, under a falfe pretekt ? and 
a calumnious accufation, obliged him to give him 
Ins daughter as an hoftage. 

The bad confequence of this ill treatment of the 
Spanifh States by the Carthaginians was, that inftead 
of friends and allies it made them enemies. And 
they could not avoid that misfortune, thinking; as 
they did, that in order to keep allies in depen- 
dance, it was neceffary to treat them with haugh- 
tinefs and rigour •, and not knowing, that the 
beft method for preferving dominion, is conftaht- 
]y to follow the maxims, that have been uffed in 
acquiring it. Now it is evident, that the true 
means for acquiring the obedience and fabjeftion 
of a people is actually to treat them kindly, knd 
to do them good, and to give them hopes of {till 
greater advantages for the future. Bat if, kfter 
having conquered them they are opprefredand go¬ 
verned defpotically, it is not to be wondered, if frich 
a change of maxims in thofe who govern mould 
induce a change of conduct in the people fubjefted. 
(tf) Fear and terror are but weak ties to keep a peo¬ 
ple obedient: they hold only the hands, bdt have 
no power over the heart. The proof of which 


{a} Metus & terror infirma 
rincula caritatis; quae abi re¬ 
moved;, qui timere deliermt 


odifie incipient. 
gric, cap. 32 . 


Tacit, in A~ 


is, 
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is, that they are no fooner thrown off, than hatred A * R * 543* 
and revolt break out. 

The Romans did not aft in this manner, (a) 

From the beginning of the Commonwealth, when 
thfcy were very weak, their great maxim was to 
treat the conquered with favour and lenity, and 
to make them fenfible of their authority by 
afts of beneficence, not by violence. Their aim 
Was to feep them firm friends, not (laves ■, and 
they, did not think, that dominion could be firm 
and permanent if the fubjefts only obeyed againft 
their will, and not out of affeftion. And it was 
this that rendered them fo powerful. 

The defertion of Indibilis determined Afdrubal 
to give battle. He judged that a viftory would 
put him into a condition to make the States of 
Spain return to their duty ; and if he were de¬ 
feated, he could retire into Gaul, with the tfoops 
he had drawn together, knd from thence into 
Italy, to the aid of his brother Hannibal. 

Afdrubal’s army was then in the country of* Cat- &*- 
tulon near the city of Baettila or Bsecula. When 

the Romans approached, he moved to poft himfelf drubal.Tbe 
upon an eminence, on the top of which there was latter is 
a plain of confiderable extent. ; His rear was co- defeated 
vered by a large river ; and the reft that is the 
front and flanks, were defended by a declivity of Polyb. x. 
difficult afeenr. A little bdow that .plain, by a 608,610. 
pretty etify defceiit, there was a fecond, which had ^' XXVt 

■ 

(4) Poptilo Romano jam a * Geographers Jffir very 
priheipio inopi, melius vifum inuch concerning the Situation 
amicos, quam fervos quaerere ; of Caftulon, and Baetula or Bffi- 
tutmfque rati violentibus,quam cula. 

coadis imperitare. Salluft. in Cellar ius and La M^r tint ere 
bell . Jiigurt . place tkefe two .places it ear the 

In pace, beneficiis magis, fource of the Baetis or • Guadal- 
qu'am metu, imperiurfi agitare. quiviv; and Caftnlon at the 
[d in MlUCatul. North -of that river . 

D 4 fome 
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A.R.545. fome declivity, but terminated however at a kind 

Ant.0*59. r i vu ] e t 9 and was no lefs difficult of accefs than 

the former. The next day, Afdrubal, feeing the 
Romans drawn up in battle before their intrench- 
ments, made his Numidian cavalry, and the 
light-armed foot, both Balearians and Africans, 
march down into the fecond plain. Scipio rode 
through the feveral ranks of his army, and anima¬ 
ted his troops, by reprefenting to them, “ That 
<c the enemy, defpairing of being able to oppofe 
“ them in the open country, and diffiding in their 
cc own courage, fought their fafety in the fituation 
“ of the place, where they had incamped. But 
• c that the Roman foldiers had fcaled the walls of 
“ Carthagena, which were much higher than the 
u poft Afdrubal had occupied.” He faid no 
more, and immediately advanced at the head of 
a detachment of his light-armed troops and the 
flower of his army, to attack the Numidians and 
{lingers, pofted by Afdrubal upon the fecond 
plain. Befides the difficulty of the way, which 
was rough and fteep, they had to fuftain a ffiower 
of darts difcharged upon them. But when they 
came to the level ground, and joined the enemy, 
they were put to flight at the firft charge. The 
Romans made a great daughter of them, and for¬ 
ced thofe who efcaped to rejoin the main body of 
their army upon the higher eminence, 

Scipio then commanded the victorious troops to 
advance diredtly againft the centre of the enemy, 
and divided the reft with Lselius; giving him or¬ 
ders, by inclining to the right round the hill, to 
find the eafieft way he could to afcend it. As for 
himfelf, inclining to the left, after taking a fmall 
compafs, he advanced to attack the enemy in 
flank. The Carthaginians were prefently put into 
diforder, whilft they were endeavouring to face 
the enemy that advanced on different fides with 

great 
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great cries. Whilft they were in this confufion, 5«* 
Lselius arrived. Upon which they immediately ’ * aIa 
fell back to prevent their being taken in the rear: 
and the firft line having given way, in conformity 
to this motion, the Romans who advanced in the 
centre, gained the eminence; which they could 
never have done, as long as the Carthaginians 
kept their ranks, and the front of the battle was 
covered by the elephants. The flight became ge¬ 
neral, and the daughter was very great. They 
loft in this aftion about eight thoufand men. 

Afdrubal, before the battle, had taken care to 
fend off the .treafure: And afterwards, having 
made the elephants fee out firft, and drawn toge¬ 
ther as many of the flying troops as he could, he 
retired towards the Tagus, in order to reach the 
Pyrenees, and enter Gaul. 

Scipio did not think it proper to purfue him, as 
I (hall foon obferve. He abandoned the camp of 
the enemy to be plundered, and gave all the fpoils 
of it to the foldiers, except the free perfons, who 
were ten thoufand foot and two thoufand horfe. 

The Africans he ordered to be fold, anddifmified 
the Spaniards without ranfom. 

They were fo highly affefted with this aft of 
generofity, that thofe of them whom he had taken ^ 
the preceding day, and who had furrendered to King offer- 
him before, afiembled around him, and unani-^^^ 
moufly faluted him in a general acclamation with an ‘ l “ 
the name of King. Scipio, after having caufed ibid. 
f;lence to be made by an herald, replied: 44 That 
“ he knew no title more glorious than that of lm- 

ferator , which he had received from his fol- 
“ diers. That (a) the name of King, fo much 

44 honoured 

{a) Regium nomen, alibi elTe, (i id in hominis ingenio 
magnum, Roms intolerabile ampliffimura ducerent, tacite 
elfc. Regalem animum in fe judicarent ;* vocis ufurpatione 

abftinerent. 
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“ honoured and revered every where elfe, was 
u dereftable at Rome. That if they fuppofed 
u him to have the qualities of that office, and 
u confidered them as what is greateft in man, 
they might thihk of him as they pleafed ; but 
“ hfe begged them nbt to call hhn by that name.” 

Thofc people, bafbarous as they were, difcerned 
die greatnefs of foul there was in defpifing, and 
looking down in a : manner from the elevatibn 
of his virtue, upon a' title fo touch the wiffi and 
admiration of therefi of mortals. He afterwards 
toade all the Spabifli nobility prefehts, and out of 
a great number ofhdrfes, that were part of the 
fppils, he defired fndibilis to chufe three hundred 
foV himfelf. 


lUJJiva, a Whifft the Quaeftot was employed in felling 
y.ung AV the African prifoners, according to the order he 
midian had received, a youth was brought to him of fuch 

.beauty and fo noble an afpeft, as diftinguiffied 
b y Siipio him from all the reft. Being informed that he 
witbvjt tyas of royal blood, he ferrt him to Scipio. That 

iGeDCral afked htto cc Who he was, and of wh£t 
prefents. * 4 ' ‘country, and' krtv, being fo young, became 

LiV.ibid. “ to be in the battle? He anfwered, That he 

Was a Numidian, and that his name was Maf- 
“ fitra. That having had the misfortune to lofe 
'* c hfs fathfer, he had been educated in the palace 
K< of Gala King of the 'Numidians, who was his 
<c toother’s brother. That he had very lately ar- 
<c rived in Spain with his uncle Mafiniffa, when 
■ <c .the latter catoe with his cavalry to the. aid of 
‘the Carthaginians. That Mafinrffa, on account 
cC of his youth, had not fuffered him to be prefent 
£C in any battle. That the day the laft was fought 


<ibftnierent. SenfeJrc etiam mortals ftuperent, id'ex tarn 
■Ikrbari magnitudmem ahimi, alto faitigio 'afpertuntis, Liv . 
cojus rniraculo nominis alii 


“ between 
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“ .betft'efen the Romans and Carthaginians, Re had 
** fecfetly taken an horfe arid amir, arid had at * ,2 ° 9 * 
“ thrown hiriiTelf into the midft of the action, 
ic to his uncle : but that his horfe ha- 

“ vitfg been killed under him, he had fallen with 
u Him, and was taken bv the Romans.” 

S.cipio gave orders for homebody to take charge 
of the young Prince, and when the affairs which 
kept him upon his tribunal were over, he returned 
to his tent, and having ordered him to be brought 
to hib, he afked him, whether he defired to return 
to M&firiiffa? The boy anfwered with tears of joy 
in his eyes, that it was all he wilhed in the world. 

Upon which Scipio '^ave him a ; gold ring, a'nd a 
iobe called Latus-clams by the Romans, a milita¬ 
ry doat in the Spariilh jfalhion, with a.gold blafp, 
and an horfe with rich furnitureafter which he 
difmiffed him with a guard of cavalry to condtidt 
him, who had orders to attend him as Far as te 
(liquid think fit. } 

Scipio having affembled the cbtm.cll oFwar, to Liv.xxvii. 
confider how it was neceffary to aft farther agairift 20, 
the bnemy, fome were of opinion, that he fhould 
purfue Afdrubal without lofs ofYiriie. *Put Re dif? 
fered with them in that relpeft ; apprehending 
that 'Mago, and the other Afdrubal, might arrive 
time enough to join their collegue with .their for¬ 
ce's. ; For this reafon, contenting hirrifelf with 
fending fome troops to occupy the pafs of the Py¬ 
renees, he employed the reft of .the campaign in 


receiving the States of Spain, that came over again 
into the alliance of the Romans. 

Scipio’s apprehenfion was well founded. For ne three 
fome days after the battle of Boetula, he had fcarce Carthagi- 
quitted the defiles of Caftulon on his return to ntan Geae ~ 

A % i ♦ ♦ 

Tarraco, than he received advice, that Mago, and ra 
Afdrubal the fon of Gifgo, were come from the c ° * r ' 
remoteft part of Spain to join Afdrubal the fon of 

Amilcar j 
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Amilcar 3 too late to fave him from the defeat he 
had already fuftained, but foon enough to give 
him good counfel and ufeful aid for the time to 
come. The event fhewed the prudence of Scipio’s 
conduct in haftening the battle as he had done. A 
delay of fome days might have ruined all his mea- 
fures, and expofed him to great danger. 

Fabius, afterwards, reproached him as a fault 
with having let Afdrubal efcape out of his hands, 
by not purfuing him afrer gaining this battle, and 
of having put it in his power to march to Italy, 
which might have occafioned the ruin of Rome, if 
he had joined his brother Hannibal. And it would 
really have been a great one, if it had been pofiible 
for him to have prevented that effeft. But the 
faint terms in which Fabius, who was at that time 
extremely warm againft Scipio, makes him that 
reproach, feems to me to imply, that he himfelf 
did not think it too well founded. For he con¬ 
tented himfelf with reproaching him with the 
fact, without giving any reafon to prove the im¬ 
prudence of it. 

The three Generals united, held a council upon 
the different operations of the approaching cam¬ 
paign. Upon their confidering the difpofition of 
the feveral States of Spain, only Afdrubal the fon 
of Gifgo flattered himfelf, that thofe who inhabit¬ 
ed the extremities of the province next the ocean 
and Cadiz, knowing the Romans but little, were 
{till in the intereft of the Carthaginians, and that 
their fidelity might be relied upon. But the other 
Afdrubal, and Mago, gave a very different opi¬ 
nion in refpect to the reft of Spain. They agreed, 
66 That Scipio, by his beneficence, had won eve- 
“ ry body both in general and particular, and that 
“ the troops of the Carthaginians would be expofed 

“ to continual delertions, till all the Spanifh fol- 
u diers were either made to march to the extre- 


mines 



u 

u 
a 
(( 
u 
< c 
a 
ic 

it 

It 

U 

<c 

<( 

it 

it 

it 

it 

it 

ct 


FaSids, Fulvius, ConfulS. 


4S 


mities of the province, or even into Gaul. That A * R 
for thefe reafons, even though the Senate of Ant * 
Carthage had not ordered it, Afdrubal ftiould 
have marched into Italy of himfelf, where the 
weight of the war lay, and where the difpute 
between the two powers was to be decided. 
That this choice was neceffary, if it were only 
to remove the Spaniards out of a country, 
where the name of Scipio was in fuch great ve¬ 
neration. That therefore the Ioffes his army 
had fuftained, either by bad fuccefs in battle, 
or defertion, fhould be made up with Spanifli 
foldiers. That it was alfo proper, that Mago 
fliould leave the command of his army to Af¬ 
drubal the fon of Gifgo, and go with a large 
fum into the iflands Baleares to raife foldiers •, 


• 54 ?. 
c.209, 


and that the fame Afdrubal, with his troops, 
fliould retire to the fartheft part of Lufitania, 
(now Portugal) and avoid coming to a battle 
with the Romans. That the flower of the 


“ whole cavalry fliould be chofen, to form a bo- 
“ dy of three thoufand horfe, with which Mafi- 
“ niffa fliould over-run Hifpania * Citerior, to 
“ aid the allies of the Carthaginians, and ravage 
tc the countries of the enemy,” After having 
formed thefe projefts, they feparated in order to 
put them in execution. And this is all that paffed 
in Spain this year. 


* This is /peaking after the called Hifpania Ulterior, that 
Carthaginians. It feems natu - is to fay , from the tterus to 
ral to underftand by Hifpania the Ocean . 

Citerior, what the Romans 
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SECT. III. 

« - * 

Marcellus accufed by bis enemies , defends himfelf 
with fuccefs. "The new Confuls etfter upon omcf. 
The Ludi Apoliinares rendered annual . The in- 

* ‘ ' * • » ' * i * * ' « — • -f , . • 

habitants of Arretiym are obliged to give hofiages . 
the affair of the Tarentines is treated in the Se¬ 
nate. 4 ff air °f Livius. A detachment of thf 

Romans fall into an ambufcade of Hannibal's. 

» * - * * J • ' * • ' . j • • j f . , 

New ambufcade of Hannibal: Marcellus is killed 
in it. Contraft between Fabius and Marcellus . 
Hannibal is caught in bis own flares at Salapia. 
He caufes the fiege of Locri to be raffed, Thp 
Conful Crijpinus writes to the Senate , to inform it 
of the death of Marcellus , and receives different 
orders from it. The Roman fleet beats that of tjqe 
Carthaginians near Clupea. Affairs of the Greeks. 
Death of the Conful Crifpinus. ' Claud . Nero, apfl 
M. Livius Confuls debt. They are reconciled. 
Provinces of the two Confuls. Cenfas. Place of 
the affemblies covered. The Confuls make the le¬ 
vies ‘ivith unufual rigour. Afdrubal paffes the Alps. 
He befleges Placeritia. Rough anfwer of Livius 
to Fabius fcarce probable. Body of Nero's army. 
He gains a firfl victory over Hannibal \ and foon 
after a fecond. Letters from Afdrubal to Hanni¬ 
bal intercepted. Bold defign formed by Nero. He 
fets out to join his collegue Livius. Alarm of 
Rome upon the news of Nero's departure. He 
declares his defign .to bis troops. Nero arrives at 
the camp of Livius , and joins his troops with thofe 
of bis collegue. Battle with Afdrubal. Total de¬ 
feat of his army: himfelf is killed. Afdrubal'$ 
head thrown into Hannibal's camp. He retires to 
the extremity of Bruttium. Triumph of Livius 
and Nero. Reflexions upon Nerd's enter prize , and 
the conduct of Livius. 
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I T feems, that as foon as Sapip began to ap- a. a. 543 . 

pear in a&ion, the glory of all the other Ro- AntC ' :c9 ' 
roan Generals was in fome eclipfe. That of Fabius 
ftill fuftained itfelf however, and the taking of 
Tarentum, though more the efifed of ftratagem 
than force, did not fail to do him honour. But 


the reputation of Fulvius fell entirely to the 
ground, and Marcellus was even in difgrace after 

having been defeated by the Carthaginians; be- 

fides which, people were difpleafed with his 'ha¬ 
ving put his troops into quarters at Venufia withr 
out waiting the end of the campaign, whilft Han¬ 
nibal kept the field, and marched through a great 
part of Italy. C. Publicius Bibuius, Tribune of 
the People, was his declared enemy. By continu¬ 
ally exclaiming againft him in all the aflembiies ojf 
the People from the day he had been worfted by- 
Hannibal, he had already much hurt his reputa¬ 
tion in the fenfe of the People; and they talked 
of nothing lefs than diverting him of his authority, 
when his friends prevailed, that he fhould leave 
one of his Lieutenants at Venufia to command 


there in his place, whilft he came to Rome to 
juftify himfelf againft the accufations formed 
againft him in his abfence. 

By accident Marcellus and Fulvius arrived at 
Rome the fame day ; the firft to obviate the affront 
intended him ; and the other, to preftde in the af- 
femblies, which were foon to be held for the ele- 


dlion of Confuls. 


Marcellus 


The affair of Marcellus came on in the Flami- accufed by 
nian Circus with a great concourfe of the People, \ uenemta * 
and in the prefence of all orders of the Common- 
wealth. The Tribune of the People not only at- with great 
tacked him, but the whole nobility. “ He faid,/»?«/'• 

“ that it was hy their artifices, and defigned de- ^iv.xxvii. 

“ lays, that Hannibal had continued ten years in 

“ Italy, Marc.314. 
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cc Italy, and feemed to have taken poffeffion of 
“ it by a longer refidence than he had ever made 
“ at Carthage. That the Roman people were 
“ well rewarded for having continued Marcellus 
“ in command, whofe army, twice beaten by the 
“ enemy, enjoyed themfelves, and lived at their 
“ eafe during the whole fummer In the ihade of 
sc the walls and houfes of Venufia” Marcellus 
replied in few words, and with great noblenefs, 
contenting himfelf with modeftly repeating his 
principal a&ions, the meer recital of which, with¬ 
out reflections or other proofs, was an entire apo¬ 
logy for him. But the principal citizens took his 
defence upon themfelves in an higher tone, and 
fpoke in his favour with abundance of force and 
freedom. They admonilhed the People not to 
judge worfe of Marcellus than the enemy himfelf, 
in accufing him of cowardice, who was the only 
one of all their Generals, that Hannibal had in- 
duftrioufly fhunned, and with whom he ftill per- 
fevered as carefully to avoid a battle, as he ar¬ 
dently fought it with all the reft, 

The fentence was not ambiguous. Not only 
the Tribune’s propofal for divefting Marcellus of 
the command was rejefted, but the next day all 
the centuries unanimoufly elected him Conful. We 
cannot but feel a fecret indignation againft the ex- 
cefiive licence of a Tribune, who obliges fo great 
a man as Marcellus to appear before the People as 
a criminal, and there to give an account of his 
aftions. But it was this very licence, all vicious 
and blameable as it was, that had long preferved 
in Rome that liberty, which may be called the 
foul of the Commonwealth, in keeping the Gene¬ 
rals and Magiftrates within the bounds of their 
duty by a juft fubordination, and an entire depen- 
dance upon the authority of the People, and the 
fovereignty of the laws. 


The 
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The People gave T. Quintius Crifpinus, who ^' c S 4 l' 
was actually Praetor, to Marcellus for collegue. ’ ’*° 9f 
The next day they created Prastors, P. Licinius 
Craffus Dives, who was Pontifex Maximus; P, 

Licinius Varus, Sex. Julius Ca^far, and Clau¬ 
dius Flamen. 

At the fame time that the affembly was held, 
the people were in fome anxiety about Hetruria, 
where an infurreftion was apprehended, and the 
Prsetor upon the fpot had fent advice, that the 
city of Arretium feemed to be at the head of that 
defign. Marcellus was difpatched thither imme¬ 
diately, and his prefence put an inftant (top to the 
diforders that had began to break out. 


M. Claudius Marcellus, V. 
T. Quintius Crispinus. 
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Thefe two Confuls entered upon office the ele- The new 
venth year of the war with Hannibal. Both of Con f uls 
them had Italy for their province, with the two ar- 
mies that had ferved under the Confuls of the pre- Llv.xxvii. 
ceding year. The other magiftrates and Generals 
had each their employment and province affigned 
them. The whole forces of the Commonwealth 
this year confided of twenty-one legions, that is, 
of an hundred and five thoufand foot, and fnc 
thoufand three hundred horfe. 

The plague, with which Rome was at that time The Ludi 

afflicted, occafioned the people to vow and per- Apollina- 

pctuate the L’idi Apollinares, and . to fix the day Annual! 
for celebrating them, which was the fifth of Liv. xxvii. 
July. 23. 

The difquiet increafing every day in refpeft to 
the people of Arretium, the Senate wrote to the ° J um Zl 
Proprietor Tubulus, to demand hofiages of them compelled 
immediately, and fent C. Terentius Varro thither t 0 S sve 
to receive and bring them to Rome. As foon YYV :: 

Vol. VI. E then 
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the latter arrived with fome troops, he polled 
guards at all the proper parts of the place, and 
having made the Senators come to the Forum, he 
ordered them to give hoftages. Upon their de¬ 
manding two days to confider of it, he declared, 
that if they did not comply direftly, he the next 
day would take away all the children of the Sena¬ 
tors. He then gave orders, that the officers 
ihould keep a good guard at the gates, that no¬ 
body might quit the city. The negligence with 
which this order was put in execution, gave feven 
of the principal Senators opportunity to quit the 
place before night, with their children. Their 
eftates were confifcated and fold the next day •, and 
from the remaining Senators fix-fcore hoftages 
were taken, who were carried to Rome, and pro¬ 
per meaflires were taken to fecure the city. 

The affair of the Tarentines was afterwards can- 
vaffed in the Senate with abundance of warmth in 
the prefence of Fabius. That General, who had 
commanded in reducing them, ufed all his credit 
at this time to defend them. All the reft had de¬ 
clared againft them, and maintained that as they 
were no lefs criminal than the Campanians, they 
ought to be punilhed with as much fevcriry. Af¬ 
ter great debates, the Senate, in conformity to the 
opinion of Manius Acilius, decreed that a ftrong 
garrifon Ihould be kept in the place ; that all the 
inhabitants fhould be kept within the walls, and 
that in time, when the peace of Italy fhould be 
reftored, their affair fhould be examined anew. 

They were no lefs divided in refpecc to the 
manner M. Livius the Governor of the citadel of 
Tarentum fhould be treated. Some were for ha¬ 
ving a note of infamy fee upon him by a decree 
of the Senate, for having delivered up the city to 
the enemy through negligence. Others decreed 
him rewards, for having defended the citadel du- 
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ring five years, and affirmed it was owing to him, A - R - 544 - 
that Tarentum had been retaken. ‘Thai's true , faid Ant,c '' ,w8 - 
Fabius fmiling, for if he had not loft the cit)\ I 
fljould not have retaken it. Nothing was determined 

in the affair. 

The two Confuls had joined each other in Apu¬ 
lia, and incamped feparately between Venufia and 
Bantia, at about a league from each other. Han¬ 
nibal quitted the country of the Locrians, and ap¬ 
proached their army. The Confuls, who were both 
equally aftive and warm, drew out their troops in 
battle almoft every day, not doubting but they 

fhould terminate the war happily, if Hannibal 
fhould dare to venture a battle with the united ar¬ 


mies of both the Confuls. The Carthaginian Ge¬ 
neral was far from having any fuch defign. He 
confined himfelf entirely to ftratagem, the fuccefs 
of which he had experienced, and thought only 
of laying ambufcades for the enemy. 

As the two armies only fkirmifhed with each j j eia .fc 
other with various fuccefs, the Confuls believed, men*oftht 
that during this kind of inactivity they might form Romans 

the fiege of Locri ; and in order to that, they ov '^mbi!ftade 
dered part of the troops in garrifon at Tarentum, 0 f Ham - 
to invert Locri by land, whilft L. Cincius, the bars. 
Praetor of Sicily, befieged it by fea. Hannibal, Lw.xxvii. 

who had intelligence of what parted, detached pj’ ti 
■three thoufand foot, and two thoufand horfe, with Marc. 315; 
orders to port themfelves in ambufeade in the way 
from Tarentum to Locri, in a valley under Peti- 
Jin. The Romans, who had not fent out fcouts, 


fell into this fnare. The enemy killed about two 
thoufand of them, and took two hundred prifon- 
ers. The reft having taken to flight, difperfed 
themfelves into the country and the woods, and 
regained Tarentum. 
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Between the camp of the Carthaginians, and 
that of the Romans, there was an eminence co¬ 
vered with buffies and full of hollows. The Ro¬ 
mans were furprized, that Hannibal, who had ar¬ 
rived firft at fo commodious a place, had not oc¬ 
cupied it: but That itfelf was a reafon, why they 
fhould have fufpe&ed it. During the night he had 
fent fome Numidian fquadrons with orders to keep 
dole in the day-time in the midft of the wood, 
without {lining in the lead, that the Romans 
might not difeover them, nor the brightnefs of 
their arms betray them. In the camp of Marcel- 
lus they thought and talked in a manner mod ca¬ 
pable of favouring the defign of the enemy. They 
laid openly, that it was neceffary to feize that hill, 
and to intrench there, becaufe if Hannibal pre¬ 
vented them, they would have the enemy over 
their heads. The Conful Mareellus was flruck 
with thefe reports *, and addreffing himfelf to his 
collegue: Let us go to the place ourfelves , faid he, 
with a fmall number of horfe. When we have exa¬ 
mined'the poji with our own eyes , we Jhall be more 
certain , in refpedl to the choice it is proper we fhould 
make . Was this then a fundtion for Generals and 
Confuls ? Crifpinus confented to it, and they imme¬ 
diately fet out with two hundred and twenty horfe, 
all Hetrurians except forty, who were of Fregel* 
la?. M. Mareellus, the ConfuPs fon, and other 
officers, attended them. The enemy had pofted 
a foldier, fo as, without being feen by the Ro¬ 
mans, he could perceive all the motions made in 
their army. That fentinel having made his fig- 
nal, tnofe who were in ambufeade fuffered Mar- 
cellus to approach as far as the foot of the little 
hill. They then rofe up, and all together, raifing 
great cries, came on to charge the detachment of 
the Romans. The Confuls, feeing it equally im- 
poffible to gain the eminence poffefled by the ene- 

m y > 
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my, or to return back, being furrounded on all ^ t R ‘ c 544 ' 
fides, chofe to defend themfelves courageoufly. 

And they would have difputed the vi£tory longer, 
if the flight of the Hetrurians had not put the reft 
into a confirmation. In the mean time, the Fre- 
geilani, abandoned by their companions, did not 
ceafe to fight, as long as the Confuls were at their 
head, and animated them by their difeourfe and 
example. But when they faw, that they were both 
wounded, and that Marcellus himfelf, after having 
been ran through with a lance, fell dying from 
his horfe, the few that remained fled with Crifpi- 
aus, who had been ran into the body with two 
javelins, and young Marcellus, who was wounded. 

Aulus Manlius the legionary Tribune, and M. 

Aulius, one of the Commanders of the allies, 
were killed in the aftion : L. Arennius, the other, 
was taken prifoner. Five of the Conful’s Lidtors 
fell alive into the enemy’s hands: the reft were ei¬ 
ther killed, or fled with the Conful. Forty-three 
of the horfe periftied, either in the battle, or in 
flight. Eighteen remained prifoners. The camp 
began to make fome motions in order to go to the 
Coaful’s aid, when Crifpinus, with his collegue’s 
fon, and the mournful remains of fo unfortunate 


an expedition, were feen returning. 

. We cannot refufe Marcellus the honour of ha rContrafl 
ving been one of the greateft of the Roman cap- between 
tains. Fabius and he equally contributed to pre- 
ferve the Commonwealth •, and it is with reafon, pi ut . in 
that the one was called the buckler , and the other F»b. 185. 
the fmrd of Rome. Fabius, of a firm and de-^ n ^ c * 
terminate difpofition, never departed from the 


plan he had firft formed, which was abfolutely 
neceflary, at lead in the beginning, for re-infla¬ 


ting affairs, and reviving the confidence by de¬ 
grees of the difcouraged troops •, and, like a river 
which runs without noife, and continually en- 

E 3 croaches 
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a.r. 544*^ croaches upon the fliore, he made it his care, and 
' iat#c,a ~ ' fucceeded in it, infenfibly to undermine the ftrength 

of an enemy, whom the victories he had gained 
had made haughty and daring. Marcelius on the 
contrary, who was of an active and fhining va¬ 
lour, made an impatience to fight fucceed the con- 
fternation with which the Romans had long been 
feized, and fo exalted their courage, as to make 
them capable, not only of not yielding the vidto- 
ry eafily, but of difputing it obftinately •, fo that 
Hannibal met Marcelius every-where in his way, 
like an impetuous torrent, that fruftrated all his 
defigns, and ruined ail his enterprizes. Thus the 
■refolution and conftancy of the one, in keeping 
always upon the defenfive, with the audacity and 
activity of the other, who rifqued every thing, 
were the prefervation of Rome. 

But it muft be owned, that if the glory of their 
lives was almoft equal, though in a quire different 
fpecies of merit, the fate of Marcelius fee ms to 


Dci:b (f 

blare cilui 
Uixcuja- 

1 *. 

L.i . 


Plut. in 
M.rc. 


. .. give the advantage to the wife fiownefs of Fabius. 

deplorable in every light, is parti¬ 
cularly fo, as it leaves room to accufe him of ha¬ 
ving expofed his own perfon and that of his col- 
legue, and at the fame time the whole Common¬ 
wealth, to the danger of perifhing, by an activity 
that fuited neither his age (for he was then above 
fixty) nor the prudence he ought to have acquired 
in the great number of years he had been in the 
fervice. When a General’s prefence is either ne- 
ceffary, or of great moment for the fuccefs of an 
important and decifive action, he ought not to 
fpare his own perlon. But when the advantage 


[ez) Mors Marceili, cum ali- 
oqui miferabiiis fuit, tum quod 
nec pro state (major jam enim 
fcsaginta annis erat ] neque pro 


veteris prudentia duci-s tam 
improvide fe, collegamque & 
prope totam rempublicam in 
pr$ceps dederat, Lw. 
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refulting from an aftion is not confiderable, or he r.^ 44- 
hazards every thing in expofing himfelf, this is 
not properly bravery, but rafhnefs and extrava¬ 
gance. He ought to remember, that there is a 
wide difference between a General and a private 
foldier: and fhould expofe himfelf only as becomes 
a General; as the head, not the hand s as him 
who is to give orders, not as thofe who are to put 
them in execution. Euripides fays in one of his 
pieces, that if it be necefjary for a General to die , Pint, in 
it ought to be when he lays down his life in the arms of compar- 

Virtue \ to fignify that there is no true valour with- jy^arc. C 
out wifdom and prudence; and that only virtue, 
and not a vain defire of glory, has a right over 
the life of a General: becaufe the fir ft duty of va¬ 
lour is to lave him, who laves others. Accord¬ 
ingly Appian obferves, that Hannibal praifed App. in 
him as a foldier, but blamed him very much as b ? 1L An “ 
a General. nlb ' 

Hannibal, to take the advantage of the terror, Hannibal 
which he well knew the death of Marcellus, » caught 
and his collegue’s wounds, mud have fpread 
amongft the Romans, marched immediately, and j nares at 
incamped with his army upon the eminence, at Salapia. 
the bottom of which the battle had been fought. Liv - xxvii * 
He there found the body of Marcellus, and caufed ^ 
it to be interred. As to Crifpinus, terrified by 5 * 
his collegue’s death and his own wounds, he re¬ 
treated the following night to the tops of the near- 
eft and higheft mountains, where he fortified his 
camp fo as to make it impoffible to be attacked on 
any fide. 

On this occafion both Generals Ihewed abun¬ 


dance of addrefs and prudence, the one in laying 
fnares for his enemy, and the other in avoiding 
them. The ring of Marcellus had fallen into the 
hands of Hannibal with his body. Crifpinus, ap¬ 
prehending that he might ufe it to deceive the al- 

E 4 lies 
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a.r= 5 +4* lies of the Commonwealth, wrote advice to all the 

An f C • . 

neighbouring cities, that his collegue had been 
killed, and that Hannibal had the leal Marcellus 
ufed in his life in his hands i that in confequence, 
they fhould give no ciedit to any letters that 
fhould come in the name and under the feal of 
Marcellus. This precaution was wife, and not 
ufelefs. The Courier from Crifpinus was fcarce ar¬ 
rived at Salapia, than a letter was received there 
from Hannibal, but wrote in the name of Mar¬ 
cellus, to tell them, that he would come to Sala¬ 
pia the next night; and that the foldiers of the 
garrifon fhould hold themfelves in readinefs to 
obey his commands, in cafe he fhould have occa- 

SeeVoi.V. fion for them. The people of Salapia prefently 

perceived the cheat ; and well allured, that Han¬ 
nibal inraged by their treachery fought occafion to 
revenge it, as well as the lofs of his cavalry, they 
difmiffed Hannibal’s mefienger, who was a Ro¬ 
man deferter, in order that they might take pro¬ 
per meafures unobferved againft the deceit of their 
enemy. 

The officers polled the inhabitants upon the 
walis of the city, and in all the places that requi¬ 
red guards •, ordered the fentinels and polls to 
watch with the utmoft attention that night; and 
placed the bed troops of the garrifon near the 
gate, where they judged Hannibal would arrive, 
as he did towards the end of the night. The Ro¬ 
man deferters formed the advanced guard, armed 
in the Roman manner ; and all talking Latin, 
called upon the fentinels, and ordered them to 
open the gate to the Conful, who was upon the 
point of arriving. The fentinels pretending to 
move at their bidding, made a great noife and ftir 
in opening the gate. As the portcullis was down, 
they partly made ufe of levers and partly of cords 
for drawing it up. The deferters no fooner faw it 

high 
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high enough for them to go under it upright, than A - R * 544* 
they came in crouds to enter. But when about fix ' 20 ‘ 
hundred of them had palled, the guards loofing 
the cords that kept the portcullis fufpended, let it 
fall with a great noife. The inhabitants immedi¬ 
ately fell upon the deferters who had entered, and 
who carried their arms negligently made fall be¬ 
hind their backs, like perfons who march with no¬ 
thing to fear amidft friends and allies: and others 
beat down thofe who remained without the gate 
with (tones, clubs, and darts. Hannibal, having 
been thus catched in his own net, retired in great 
confufion, and marched towards Locri, in order 
to raife the fiege of that city, which Cincius car¬ 
ried on vigoroufly with machines of ail kinds, that 
he had brought from Sicily. 

Mago, who defended the place, was almoft in Hannibal 
defpair of being able to keep it, when the news f * u J es the 
of the death of Marcellus gave him fome hope.-^f*^*" 
That was foon increafed by a courier from Han¬ 



nibal, with advice that he had detatched the Numi- Liv. ibid. 


dian cavalry, and was advancing himfelf to his 
aid with his infantry, that marched with the ut- 
moft diligence. For this reafon, affoon as he 
knew that the Numidians were upon the point of 
arriving by the fignal given him by them from an 
eminence, he immediately caufed the gates of the 
city to be opened, and attacked the befiegers with 
a boldnefs and vigour that amazed them. That 
furprize, and not the equality of forces, at firft 
kept the advantage in fome fufpence. But the 
Numidians no fooner arrived, than the Romans 
were terrified and made to their (hips, leaving the 
machines they had ufed in battering the walls of 
Locri in the poffefiion of the Carthaginians. 
The fiege of that city was railed by Hannibal’s 
arrival only. 


When 
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When Crifpinus received advice that the Car¬ 
thaginian General was fet out for the country of 
the Bruttii, he ordered M. Marcellus the legionary 
Tribune, who apparently had received only a 
flight wound, to march the army his collegue had 
commanded to Venufia. As for himfelf, he fet 
out with his legions for Capua in a litter, the mo¬ 
tion of which he could fcarce fupport on account 
of his wounds, which were very confiderable. On 
his departure he wrote to the Senate, to inform it 
of the news of the death of his collegue, and his 
own danger. He told them, “ That he could not 
“ come to Rome to prefide at the election of ma- 

gillrates, becaule befides the bad ftate he was 
45 in, in effect of his wounds, he apprehended for 
tc the city of Tarentum, upon which Hannibal, 
44 who was in the country of Bruttium, might 
44 make ibme attempt. That he defired fome of 
44 the mod able Senators might be lent to confer 
44 with him.” 

The reading of this letter occafloned at once 
great grief for the death of one of the Confuls, 
and no lels pain for the life of the other. They 
lent CL Fabius the Ion ot Maximus to the army at 
Venufia, and three deputies to the Conful, who 
were Sext. Julius Csefar, L. Licinius Pollio, and 
C. Cincius Alimentus, who had been returned fome 
days irom Sicily. They had orders to tell him, 
That if he could not come to Rome to prefide at 
rhe elections, he fhould create a Dictator to hold 
the alflrmbhes in his (lead. 

During this fame campaign, M. Valerius went 

from Sicily to Africa, with a fleet of an hundred 

* * 

fail ; made a defeent near Clupea, and ravaged all 
the country around it, without any refiftance. But 
he was foon obliged to return on board his Hups, 
becaufe he was informed, that the Carthaginian 
fleet of fourfeore fail, was upon the point of arri- 
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ving. He gave it battle in the neighbourhood of 
Clupea, and defeated it; and having taken eigh¬ 
teen Ihips, and put the reft to flight, he returned 
to Lilybaenm with great fpoils. 

There was at the fame! time great movements in 
‘Greece, excited and fomented by the Romans, to 
find Philip employment at home. The JEtolians 
on one fide, fupported by the Romans, and Phi¬ 
lip with the Achseans, were the principal aftors in 
them. I have related thefe events in the Ancient Vol.VIII. 
Hiftory, to which they more particularly belong. 

In the fequel I fhall fpeak of what has moft rela¬ 
tion to the Roman Hiftory. 

At the end of this year, the Conful T. Quintius 
Crifpinus, after having created a Dictator to hold 
the affemblies, died of his wounds. This Dicta¬ 
tor was T. Manlius Torquatus, who appointed 
Cn. Servilius General of the horfe. 

As the two Confular armies were without Gene¬ 
rals fo near the enemy, the firft care of the Sena¬ 
tors, every thing elfe being poftponed, was to 
eleCt Confuls affoon as poffible, whofe prudence, 
as well as valour, might make them proof againft 
Hannibal’s ftratagems. They confidered, “ That 
all the Ioffes, which had been fuftained during 
this war, were folely to be imputed to the rafh 

and impetuous characters of the Generals, who 
had commanded : but that particularly this laft 
year, the Confuls, from having abandoned 
themfelves too much to their ardor for coming 
to blows with Hannibal, had thrown them¬ 
felves into the precipice. But that the Gods, 
through an effeCt of their goodnefs and mercy, 
had fpared the armies, who had not ftiared in 
this fault, and had made the punifhment due 
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u to their temerity fall only upon the Confuls. 

The Senators, on enquiring upon whom they 
fhould caft their eyes for the Confulfhip, were of 

opinion. 
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opinion, that C. Claudius Nero merited that ho¬ 
nour preferably to all others. But as, whilft they 
confefled his excellent qualities, he feemed of a 
difpofition too warm and enterprizing for the pre- 
fent conjunctures, and fuch an enemy as Hanni¬ 
bal, they thought it neceflary to give him a col- 
legue, whofe coolnefs and prudence might be ca¬ 
pable to quality his ardor. 

M. LiviuSj fome years before, had been con¬ 
demned by a fentence of the people, on the expi¬ 
ration of his Confulfliip. He had refented this 
affront fo highly, that he had retired into the 
country ; and he had been eight years without fet- 
ting foot in Rome, refufing to have any commerce 
with unjuft and ungrateful citizens. At the end 
of that time, the Confuls M. Marcellus and M. 
Valerius had at length prevailed upon him to re¬ 
turn to the city. But, confining himfelf within 
his domeftic affairs, he had no fhare in thofe of 
the publick ; always retaining a fad and dejefted 
outfide, and fuffering his beard and hair to grow. 
The Cenfors L. Veturius and P. Licinius obliged 
him afterwards to quit all thefe figns of affliction, 
and to come to the Senate. He complied with 
their authority : but whatever affair was treated, 
he never opened his mouth except to exprefs his 
affent or diffent to a queftion. He at length threw 
off fo tenacious a filence, to defend one of his re¬ 
lations in an affair of honour: this might be the 
M. Livius Governor of Tarentum, of whom we 
have fpoken at the beginning of this year. This 
new conduct drew upon him the eyes and attention 
of the whole Senate. Every body made their own 
reflections upon it. It was faid, u That the Peo- 
“ pie had palled fentence upon him unjuftly, that 
“ it had been a very confiderable lofs to the Com- 
“ monwealth, to have been deprived during fo 
“ important a war of the aid and counfels of a 

“ man 
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tc man capable of being fo ufeful to it. That the A *544* 
“ foie means for making him amends for that nt ’ ’* u ' 
u fault was to eleft him collegue to Nero.” 

The People readily gave into this propofal. Li- 
vius alone oppofed the unanimous confent of the 
whole city. He reproached them with their in- 
conftancy. Ton would not fuffer yourfelves to be 
moved , faid he to them, by my entreaties , nor the 
mourning outfide that fuited the unhappy condition of 
an accufed perfon and now you offer me the pur¬ 
ple againjl my will . Ton load the fame man with 
honour j, and difgrace . If you thought me a man of 
worth , why did you pafs fentence upon me ? If you 
believe me criminal , why do you confide a fecond Con - 
fulfhip to me , after having been deemed fo bad in the 
firft ? The Senate endeavoured to perluade him, 

44 by fetting before him the example of Camillus, 

“ who, when condemned to an unjuft banifhmenc, 
tc had returned from it to fave Rome from the 
46 Gauls. They (a) reprefented to him, that only 
“ mildnefs and patience were to be returned to the 
u ill treatment a man receives from his country, 
iC as to that from one’s father or mother.” At 
length they overcame his refiftance, and obliged 
him to accept the Confulllfip with Nero. 

Three days after came on the elefton of Pra> Liv.xxvii. 
tors. The diftribution of the provinces was then 35- 
made. T. Manlius had orders to crofs the fea 
with the character of ambaffador, to infpect into 
what pafled in Greece: and as the Olympic games 
were to be celebrated during this * campaign, at 
which a great concourfe of all the people of Greece 
were ufually aflembled, he was direfted, if he 
could pafs with fafety through the quarters of the 

(4) Ut parentum fevitiam, * Dodwell affirms and proves, 
fic patriae, patiendo ac ferendo that the/e games had beers cele- 
lcnicndam elTe. Liv, brated the year before. 


enemy, 
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a. R- 544 g enemy, to repair to that affembly j and there, to 
u declare to the Sicilians, whom the war had obliged 

to quit their country, and to the citizens of Ta- 
renrum, whom Hannibal had baniffied, that the 
Roman People permitted them to return to their 
refpedive countries, and to re-poffefs the eftates, 
which had belonged to them before the war. 

As the year upon which they were entering 
threatened the Commonwealth with the greateft 
dangers, and as there were no Confuls adually in 
office, all eyes were turned upon thofe eled; and 
it was ardently defired, that they might draw lots 
affoon as poffible, in order that each of them 
might know in good time, which was to be his 
province, and the enemy with whom he ffiould 
have to deal. 

Nero and ft W as alfo thought necefiary to reconcile them 

rimciUd ^'7 t0 ot ^ er ^fore they took the field-, 
Liv/lbid. which propofal was made by Fabius. The caufe 
Val.Max. of their divifion was, Nero’s having given evi¬ 
dence againft Livius at the trial, wherein the lat¬ 
ter was fentenced. Livius had always (hewn him- 
felf the moft irreconcileable, becaufe he conceived, 
that he had been defpifed at the time of his dis¬ 
grace ; and contempt, in fuch circumftances, is 
much moft offenfive. Accordingly he oppofed all 

inftances made to him *, even affirming that their 
divifion would be of advantage to the Common¬ 
wealth, as each of them would difeharge his fun¬ 
ctions with more zeal and application, and keep 
himfelf more upon his guard, in order not to give 
his enemy an advantage. At length however he 
fubmitted to the authority of the Senate, and they 
were fincerely reconciled on both Tides, as appear¬ 
ed in the fequel. Great praife for both Confuls, 
but efpecially for Livius! (a) Never was caufe of 

enmity 

ft”) Qds fuerunt immicitics gravioris in civitate ? quas in vi- 


iv. II. 
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enmity greater, or more affefting. However, the R - 544. 
view of the publick good, and regard for the re- Anr ’ c ‘ 2 ° 8 ’ 
queft of fo many grave Senators, not only effaced 
them all remembrance and refentment of the 


in 


paft, but eftablilhed fuch an union and good un¬ 
demanding between them as feemed the effeft of 
an old and conftant friend (hip, that had never 
known any interruption. 

Neighbouring provinces were not alloted the Provinces 

Confuls, (as had been done the preceding years) °f f beCon- 

in which they might aft either together, or in-'**’ 

concert with each other: but they were fent to the 

# 

two extremities of Italy, fo that the one had the 
country of the Bruccii and Lucania for his pro¬ 
vince, where he was to make head againft Han¬ 
nibal *, whilft the other marched into Gallia Cifal- 
pina, to meet Afdrubal: for advice had been 
brought, that he was upon the point of pafling the 

Alps, and this news gave abundance of dilquiet to 
the Romans. 

This year the Cenfors P. Sempronius Tuditanus Cenfus. 
and M. Cornelius Cethegus compleated the Cenfus , bw.xxvii. 

and that for the firft time fince the entrance of 3 
Hannibal into Italy. In this Cenfus the number of 
the citizens were an hundred and thirty-feven thou- 
fand, one hundred and eight, that is, almoft lefs 
by one * half than they were before the war. For 
the year before Hannibal’s entrance into Italy, 
the number of the citizens amounted to two hun¬ 
dred and feventy thoufand two hundred and thir¬ 
teen. 


ris fortiflimis non folum ex- fometimes Jignijies multus: ns 
cinxlt reip. dignitas h ipforum, alfo in this pajfnge of Cicero. 
fed etiam ad amicitiam confue- Anri navem evertat guberna- 
tudinemqne traduxerunt. C/V. tor, an palece ; in re Aliquan- 
deprovinc. Conful. 22. turn, in gufcernatoris infcitia 

* Minor aliquanto numeru?. nihil intcreil. Parad. iii, I. 
We fee here that aliquantus 


This 
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Placeoftbe um was covered with a roof; the tribunal for ha- 
ajfmblies rangues was in this place near the Curia ^ where 
covered. Senate affembled. 
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The Con¬ 
fuls make 
the levies 
with unu- 


After the feveral religious duties were difcharged, 
the Confuls thought only of levying the foldiers; 
which they did with more exadlnels and feverity, 


fualfcvc - than had been ufed the preceding years. The ar- 

Tlt 3 ' %m rival of a new enemy in Italy had greatly increafed 
Ijv, xxvii. £ h e f ear anc j anxiety of thofe Generals, and the 

* ’ confiderable diminution of the number of the youth 


rendered the levies much more difficult. 


Every body was of opinion, that the Confuls 
fhould take the field' immediately. For it was 
judged necefiary that the one ffiould be in a con¬ 
dition to oppofe Afdrubal, affoon as he came 
down from the Alps, to prevent him from joining 
the Cifalpine Gauls and the Hetrurians, who only 
waited the occafion to declare againft the Romans *, 
and that the other ffiould find Hannibal fo much 


employment in the country of the Bruttii, where 
he was, that he ffiould not be able to march to 


join his brother. To haftcn their departure, and 
remove all difficulties, the Senate gave them full 
power to chufe out of the armies fuch troops as 
they thought fit, to make fuch exchanges as they 
ffiould judge necefiary, and remove the officers 
and foldiers from one province to another, as they 
ffiould deem mod proper for the good of the 
Commonwealth. The Confuls ufed this permiffioa 
with great unanimity, and in concert. 

Some authors obferve, that Scipio fent very 
confiderable aids from Spain to Livius : viz. eight 
thoufand Spaniards and Gauls, two thoufand Ro¬ 


mans 
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mans detached from one of his legions, and about f*?* 545 ' ■ 
eighteen hundred horfe, half Spaniards, half Nu- * 
midians; and that M. Lucretius was appointed to 
carry this reinforcement to Italy by fea. And alfo 
that C. Mamilius fent him about four thoufand 
(lingers and archers from Sicily. 

Afdrubal 

pajfes tht 

falpine Gaul, much increafed the difquiet occa- dips. 
fioned by the approach of Afdrubal. They faid, 
that he had quitted his winter-quarters, and was App. 343, 
aftually palling the Alps. That the Ligurians had 
formed a body of eight thoufand men, who would 
not fail to join his army as foon as it fliould arrive 
in Italy, unlefs troops were fent to keep them em¬ 
ployed in their own country. That as for him, 
he would advance as much as poffible without ex- 
pofing fo weak an army as his. Thefe letters 
obliged the Confuls to haften their levies, and to 
repair to their provinces fooner than they intended, 
in order that each of them might keep his enemy 
in his province, and to hinder the two brothers 
from joining. 

What contributed mod to the fuccefs of this de- 
fign, was the opinion of Hannibal himfelf. For, 
though he was in hopes that his brother would ar¬ 
rive this campaign in Italy, yet, when he reflected 
upon all he had fuffered himfelf for five months to¬ 
gether, during which he had the places as well as 
the people to overcome, he did not fuppofe that 
he would pafs with fo much eafe as he did. 

And thefe thoughts kept him the longer in his win¬ 
ter-quarters. 

But Afdrubal found much fewer difficulties and 
obftacles in palling thofe mountains, than had 
been generally expedited, and he had apprehended 
himfelf. For not only the people of Auvergne, 
and foon after all the other States of Gaul md of 

Vol. VI. F the 


The letters received at that time by the Senate 
from the Prsetor Porcius, who was actually in Ci- 
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the Alps received him, but alfo followed him to 
the war. And befides his brother's having level¬ 
led the ways, which were before impracticable, 
the inhabitants of the country themfelves, in effeCt 
of feeing bodies of men pafs through the midft of 
them during twelve years, were become more 
tractable, and lefs favage. For before that time, 
having never feen any ftrangers upon their moun¬ 
tains, and not quitting them themfelves to vifit 
other countries, they had no commerce with the 
reft of mankind. And at firft, not knowing 
Hannibal’s defign, they had imagined, that it was 
againft their forts and huts, and tha,t he was come 
to take away their cattle, and make flaves of their 
perfons. But during the twelve years that Italy 
had been the theatre of war, they had had time to 
comprehend, that the Alps was only a pafs: that 
two powerful nations, feparated by an iynmenfe 
traft of fea and land, were difputing empire and 
glory with each other. And this opened and fa* 
cilitated Afdrubal’s pafTage over the Alps. He 
brought with him forty-eight thoufand foot, eight 
thoufand horfe, and fifteen elephants. 

But his forming the fiege of Placentia, made 
him lofe all the advantage he might have derived 
from his diligence. He believed, that he fhould 
eafily make himfelf mafter of a city fituated in 
the midft of a plain, and that by the ruin of fo 
illuftrious a colony, he fhould fpread terror through¬ 
out all the reft. And this vain attempt was not 
only prejudicial to himfelf, but to Hannibal. For 
the latter, feeing that Afdrubal, after having arri¬ 
ved much fooner in Italy than there was reafon to 
expeft, amufed himfelf before Placentia, did not 
think it proper to quit his winter-quarters fo im¬ 
mediately : and befides, he remembered the little 

faccefs of his defigns upon Placentia after the vi¬ 
ctory at Trebia. 
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The Romans, when they faw their Confute take A, t R ^ 545# 
quite different routs on quitting Rome, were alfo t# ‘ ad * 
divided in their difquiet, as between two wars* 
which they had to fuftain at the fame time, 

44 They remembered the calamities which Hanni- 
“ bal alone had occafioned in Italy. Could they 

44 hope that the Gods would be fo propitious to 
44 grant them victory over two fuch enemies at 
44 once? They reflected, that hitherto they had 
4t fupported themfelves only with an alternative of 
44 Ioffes and advantages, which had reciprocally 
44 balanced each other. That the Commonwealth 
44 crulhed by the defeats at Thrafymenus and Can- 
44 nse, had been in a manner retaliated by the 
44 good fuccefs of her arms in Spain. That the 
44 lofs of the two Scipios defeated and killed im«. 

44 mediately after each other with their armies in 
44 the fame country, had been followed very clofe 
44 by feveral advantages gained by Rome in Sicily 
44 and Italy. Befides which, the diftance of Spain 
44 from Italy, where this misfortune had happen* 

44 ed, had given the Romans time to breathe, 

44 But that they had now adtually two wars to 
44 fuftain at the fame time in the very heart of 
44 Italy ; that they had upon their hands two for- 
44 midable armies commanded by the two moll 
44 illuftrious Generals of the Carthaginians ; and 
44 that the weight of the danger, which was fepa- 
44 rate before, fell now entirely upon one and the 
44 fame place. That of two brothers, he who 
44 fhould firft be victorious, knew how to join 
44 the other immediately.” The very recent deaths 
of the two laft Confute ftill augmented their con¬ 
firmation, and prefented to their minds only fad 
prefages for the time to come. Such were the 
anxious reflections made by the Romans in accom¬ 
panying the Canfuls, according to cuftom, at 
their departure. 

F % Livy 
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a. r. 54 o- Livy tells us that Fabius, always intent upon 
Rosi^ln- the public good, and never lofmg fight of the plan 
freer of he had fo happily followed in making war with 
hv^s to Hannibal, thought it incumbent upon him to ad- 

jearceprs- v ^ e d* e Conful Livius before he fet out, to hazard 
table. nothing, till he knew the genius and force of the 
Liv. xxvii. enemy he was going againft. I Jhall give battle , 
*°* replied Livius abruptly, the moment 1 fee the enemy . 

And upon Fabius’s afking, what might be his mo¬ 
tive for fuch great precipitation : I Jhall either , fays 
the Conful, have the glory of overcoming the enemy , 
or Jhall have the grateful , tbo\ perhaps not the allow¬ 
able pleafure , of avenging myfelj upon my fellow citi¬ 
zens . Such difpofitions, if they came really from 
the heart of Livius, mull have given the Romans 
reafon to apprehend every thing, and a very bad 
idea of him. But his conduft will refemble this 
dilcourfe in nothing, and make it more than pro¬ 
bable that it never efcaped him. And indeed the 
advice feems to have fuited Nero much better, 
who was of a warm and impetuous genius, than 
his coliegue, who had been exprefsly chofen to 
temper the others vivacity. 

Before Nero arrived in his province, the Prretor 
C. Hoftilius attacked Hannibal upon a march, 
killed almoft four thoufand men, and took nine 


enfigns. 

Trvpssf Hoftilius, on his way to Capua, met the Con- 
vb ; :b AV- f u ] Nero near Venufia. There, that General out 

, -r hif/ °* t ^ e be ft troops of the two armies formed a body 

of forty thoufand foot, and two thoufand five hun¬ 
dred horfe, to-act againft Hannibal. 

Kert The latter, having drawn his troops out of their 


a v:°cry 
c: :r Han¬ 
nibal. 

Liv. xxvii. 

4W 42- 


winter-quarters, and the cities of Bruttium, where 
they had been in garrifon, marched to Grumen- 
tum in Lucania, in hopes of retaking the cities of 
that country, which fear had obliged to return to 


the party of the Romans. The Conful alfo re 


paired 
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paired thither from Venufia, having caufed all the 
places through which he paffed to be viewed, and 
irrqamped fifteen hundred paces from the enemy. 
Between the Roman camp and that of the Cartha¬ 
ginians, there was a plain, commanded by an hill 
entirely uncovered, which the Romans had on their 
right, and the enemy on their left. This emi¬ 
nence gave no umbrage to either fide ; becaufe as 
it had neither wood nor hollow upon it,' it was not 
fit for ambufcades; fome flight fkirmifhes paffed 
on both fides of it in the midft of the plain.' Ne- 
ro feemed to have no other end, but to. keep back 
Hannibal, and to prevent him from getting- a- 
way: Hannibal, cn the contrary, being, defirous 
to open himfelf a free paffage, ufed all poffible 
endeavours to bring Nero to a battle. The Con- 
ful at that time employed the Stratagems againft 
Hannibal, which he had fo often ufed againft the 
Romans, and detached a body of infantry from 
his army, confiding of five cohorts and * ten com¬ 
panies, and ordered them to go up the hill during 
the night, and from thence down into the valley 
behind it, and to lie hid there; a ftratagem which 
he thought the more likely to fucceed, as fo naked 
and uncovered a hill gave lefs room to fear a fur- 
prize. He fixed the time with the two officers, 
who commanded the detachment, when they fhould 
quit their ambufcade, and attack the enemy. * 

As to him, at fun-rife, he drew up all his troops 
in battle, both horfe and foot. At the fame mo¬ 
ment, Hannibal alfo gave his the fignal of battle. 
They immediately flew to their arms, and haftily 
quitted their int'renchments, croffing the plain to 

* Additis quinque ipanipui- niple was compofed of fix /core 
lis. Tbe Maniple formed two men of the Haft at i and Pr in¬ 
companies. ‘the cohort confifttd cipes , and fixty only of tb$ 
of tbrte maniples. Every tna - friarii. 

F 3 charge 
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charge the enemy. Nero feeing that they ad¬ 
vanced with more heat than order and difeipline, 
commanded C. AuruncuJejus to make the horfe of 

the third legion move forwards, of which he was 
Tribune, with as much impetuofity as was poffible 
againft the Carthaginians, being affured, that dif- 
perfed as they were in the plain, it would be eafy 
to break and defeat them, before they could draw 
up in order. 

Hannibal had not quitted his camp, when he 
heard the cries of the foldiers engaged, and imme¬ 
diately advanced with all his troops. The horfe, 
whom Nero had caufed to aft from the begin¬ 
ning, had already fpread terror throughout the 
foremoft of the Carthaginians. The firft legion, 
and almoft an equal body of the allies began alfo 
to fight. The Carthaginians in diforder came to 
blows with the Roman horfe and foot, as chance 
brought them on on both fides. The reinforcements 
fenr continually to fupport the moft advanced, in- 
fenfibly augmented the engagement and .the diforder. 
Notwithftanding the confufion and terror of the 
Carthaginians, Hannibal, as an old and experi¬ 
enced captain, could have drawn up all his troops 
in battle, who were themfelves capable of fecond- 
ing his ability, from their long experience of war, 
if the cries of the Roman cohorts and companies, 
•who charged him defending from the hill in the 
rear, had not made him apprehend that they would 
cut off his communication with his camp. And 
this entirely difconcerted the Carthaginians, and 
obliged them to fly on all fides. 

The (laughter was the lefs, becaufe the near- 

nefs of their camp afforded them an immediate 

refuge againft the Roman cavalry, who purfued 
them with great vigour at their heels, whilft the 
troops that came down from the hill of an eafy 
defeent, had charged them in flank. However, 

they 



Nero, Li vius, Confuls. 7.1 

X • 

they killed above eight thoufand, and took feven a^- 545 - 
hundred priforlers, with nine enfigns: and though " '*° 7 
the elephants had been of no ufe in a confufed bat¬ 
tle, as this was, four of them were killed and two 
taken. The vi&ors loft only five hundred men, 
citizens and allies. . / 

The next day Hannibal lay ftill in his camp, 

Nero drew up his army in battle: but feeing no 
enemy appear, he ordered them to gather the 
fpoils of the enemy, and to lay the bodies of their 
fellow foldiers in an heap, in order to.their inter¬ 
ment, Several days fucteffively the Conful ad¬ 
vanced to the gates of the Carthaginian camp with 
fo much holdnefs, that he feemed to intend to at¬ 
tack it; till at length Hannibal, having taufed 
abundance of fires to be kindled, and feveral tents 
to be pitched, in the part of his camp next the 
enemy, retired about midnight-, leaving a fmall 
number of Numidians, with orders to (hew them- 
felves at the gates and upon the intrenchtnents, 
whilft he with the reft of the army marched to¬ 
wards Apulia, 

The next morning, the Roman army, as \ifoal, 
advanced in order of battle. The Numidians 
having appeard for fome time upon the works, 
as they had beeh ordered, to amufe the Romans, 
fet out full fpeed to rejoin the grofs of their army. 

The Conful perceiving a great filence in the camp 
of the Carthaginians, and that even thofe he had 
feen in the morning, going to and fro at the 
gates, had alfo difappeated, he fent in two of the 
horft, who having carefully examined all parts of 

it, brought back advice, that Hannibal had aban¬ 
doned it entirely. The Conful then entered it 
with all his troops, and having given them only 
time to run over and plunder it, he made them 
return to his own camp before night. 

f 4 


The 
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a. r. 545^ The next day, early in the morning, he fct out ; 

c L ' , and following the rout of the enemy by forced 

Second ad- & J r 

vantage p/marches, he came up with them near Venuiia, 

Nero over where he gave them battle again, and killed two 

L?™xxvii ^houfand Carthaginians. Hannibal de- 

u 'camped from thence, and marching during the 

night only upon eminences, to avoid coming to 

blows with the enemy, got to Metapontum. He 

immediately made Hanno, who commanded in 

that country, fet out with a fmall detachment to 

make new levies in the country of the Bruttii \ and 

having joined the reft of that officer’s troops with 

his own army, he returned the fame way he came 

to Venufia, and from thence advanced as far as 


Canufium. Nero had continued to purfue him 
and when he marched towards Metapontum, he 
had made Fulvius enter Lucania, not to leave 

that country without defence. 

Hannibal now makes but a fad figure, very 
different from that he had made in the firft year of 
the war. He had no refource left but the arrival 


of his brother, and he expefted news from him 
with impatience. 

Afdrubal, after having been obliged toraife the 
i'tturi to fiege of Placentia, had difpatched four Gaulifh and 
Hannibal two Numidian horfe, with letters to Hannibal. 
''cd^Vv' ^hofe Oldies, having fuccefsfully paffed through 

the whole length of Italy, though always in the 
‘ 3 midft of enemies, when they were juft upon the 
point of arriving, in endeavouring to join Hanni¬ 
bal, who was then retreating towards Metapontum, 
they were carried by ways they did not know as 
far as Tarentum. There they were taken by 
fome foragers of the Roman army in‘the country, 
and brought to the Propraetor Claudius. They 

at firft endeavoured to elude his queftions by eva- 
five anfwers: but the fear of the torments, which 
he fhewed to them, having foon forced them to 
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fpeak the truth, they confeffed, that they were a. r. 54$. 
carrying letters to Hannibal.from ; his brother Af- Ant,q * 207 ' 
cirubal. Claudius, immediately fent thefe horfe- 
men to the Conlul Nero under a good guard, and 
made them deliver the letters to him fealed as 
they were. He found by them that Afdrubal in¬ 
tended to join his brother in Umbia * and was 
further informed of the defigns of that General by 
the queftions he afked the prifoners, and their 
anfwers. But he was convinced that, in the pre- 
fent Conjunfture, the Confuls ought not to con-*^™* y 
tent themfelves with making war after the cuftoma- 
ry manner, by each keeping within the bounds of his 
own province, in order to oppofe the enemy pre¬ 
ferred him by the Senate. That it was neceflary 
to form fome great, bold,.new, and unforefeen 
defign. i which would give no lefs terror to the 
Romans than to the Carthaginians: but of which 
the fuccefsful execution might change the alarms 
of the firft into ajoy .no lefs great than unexpetted. 

This defign was. to deceive Hannibal by leaving 
his camp near him always in the .fame appearance, 

fo that he might believe the Conful prefent ; to 
march in perfon the whole length of Italy in order 
tojoinhiscollegue, and overpower Afdrubal; and 
afterwards to return into his-camp, before Hanni¬ 
bal fhould difeover his abfence. 

Nero fent Afdrubal’s letters to the Senate, with He feu out 
advice of what he had refolved to do. He added to J oi * Ll ~ 
feveral other precautions, which he thought proper * 
to be taken in the .prefent conjun&ure. At the Liv.xxvii. 
fame time he difpatched fome horfe into all the 44- 
countries through which his army was to pafs, App * 
with orders in his name to the inhabitants of the 
towns and countries, to prepare provifions for the 
fubfiflance of his troops, with horfes and other 
pirriage-beafts for the foldiers, who fliould be fa¬ 
tigued 
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tigued and iacapable to march. As for him, he 
chofe the beft troops of his whole army, and of 
them formed a body of fix thoufand foot and a 
thoufand horfe, to whom he gave out, that his 
defign was to attack a city of Lucania in the 
neighbourhood of his camp, and furprize the Car¬ 
thaginian garrifon in it; and ordered them to be 
ready to march on the firft notice. He fet out in 
the night, and took his rout by the way of Pice- 
num, having left Q. Cafius one of his lieutenants 
to command in his abfence. 

The news of the ConfuPs defign and departure 
occafioned no lefs confirmation at Rome, than it 
had been in fome years before, when Hannibal 
incamped before the gates of the city. They did 
not know whether to praife or blame fo bold an 
undertaking. They thought, it was only to be 
judged of from the event; which is an evident 
injuftice, but ufual amongft men. “ They ex- 
t£ aggerated the dangerous confequences of an en~ 
ct terprize, which feemed to give up a camp left 
cc without a General or forces as a prey to Han- 
c< nibal; an enterprize which could fucceed only 
66 in efftft of deceiving the moft vigilant and pe- 
“ netrating General that ever was. What would 
C6 happen, fhould Hannibal be apprized of Nero’s 
6C march, and Ihould either refolveto pnrfuehim 
<£ with his whole army, or attack his camp left 
as a prey and without defence. They called to 
mind the dreadful defeats, which had brought 
66 the Roman power to the very brink of ruin ; 

and that at that time, when they had only one 
cc General and one army to oppofe; whereas now 
u they had two Punic wars upon their hands, two 
u great armies, and in a manner two Hannibate. 
“ For they equalled Afdrubal with his brother, 

u and were even fhidious to find reafons for giv- 

“ ing 
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“ imprefiions of tear, which is always ingenious 
“ in placing things in the worft light, they mag- 
“ nified every thing in their thoughts as was in 
“ favour of the enemy, and on the contrary lef- 
“ fened all that might give themfelves hopes of 

“ fuccefs.” 


In the mean time Nero had began his march. Nm it - 
At firft he had not informed his foldiers, whither dam bis 
he was leading them. When he was far enough 
on his way to make known his defign to them l !v xxy (i 
without danger, he acquainted them with it, ad- 45. 

ding, “ That no enterprize was ever more danger- 
“ ous in appearance, nor more fafe in reality, 

“ That he led them to certain viftory ; as his 
“ collegue’s army, being already formidable in 
“ itfelf, could not fail with the addition of a fmall 
“ reinforcement to be an over-match for the ene- 


“ my. That the furprize only with the unex- 
“ pefted news of the arrival of a fecond Conful 
“ with an army in the moment of battle, fufficed 
“ to fecure them the viftory. That {b) in war 
“ all things depend upon report, and that the 
“ flighteft circumftances often determine the refo- 
“ lution or fear of an army. That as for the reft, 
“ they would have the whole glory of a fuccefs, 
“ which mankind, according to their ufual man- 
“ ner of judging, always entirely afcribe to thofe, 
“ who come laft to the aid of others. That they 

“ themfelves faw, with what ardour the feveral 
“ ftates through which they pafled came out to 
“ meet them: That they heard the praifes they 


(0) Omnia majora etiam {b) Famam bellum confe- 
vero prefidia hoftium, minora cere, 8 c parva momenta in 
fua, metu interprete femper fpem metnmquc impellcre anU 

in deteriora indinito, dues- mos, Liv* 

bant. Liv . 


“ gave 
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“ gave their valour, and the vows they made for 
“ their profperity.” 

And accordingly, all the ways through which 

they paffed were lined with crouds of men and wo¬ 
men from all the adjacent countries, who mingled 
vows and prayers with praifes; extolling the bra¬ 
very of the encerprize, and imploring the gods for 
their fuccefs. There was a kind of difpute in 
point of generofity between the people and the 
foldiers •, the former defiring to give with abun¬ 
dance, and the latter to receive nothing more than 
was neceffary. In confequence, the courage and 
ardour of Nero’s troops increafing perpetually, 
they arrived in fix or feven days by forced marches 
near the camp of Livius. Nero had fent couriers 
before, to inform Livius of his approach, and to 
afk him, whether he thought it proper for him to 
join him in the day or in the night, and if they 
fhould incamp together, or feparately. His col- 
legue thought it bed, that he fhould join him in 

The better to amufe the enemy and 
conceal the arrival of this reinforcement \ it was 
refolved, that the camp of Livius fhould have no 
greater extent than before *, and that Nero’s offi¬ 
cers, horfe and foot, fhould be received and lodged 
each with thofe of their own rank. 

Nero’s troops entered the camp with the favour 
of filence and the night. The joy of the two ar¬ 
mies was mutual. The next day a council of war 
was held, at which the Prsetor L. Porcius was pre- 
fent. He was incamped in the neighbourhood of 
the Confuls; and even before their arrival, keep¬ 
ing his army upon eminences, he had fomecimes 
faced the enemy in the narrow defiles to difpute 
their paflage, fomerimes attacked them in flank or 
rear, and had ufed all the methods the art of war 
fuggefts for a weaker enemy to harrafs one ftronger 
and more powerful. 


the night. 


In 
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In the council moft were of opinion, “ that the A * R * 545 - 
battle (hould be deferred for fome days, to give Ant ‘ C * 2 ° 7 ' 

Nero and his foldiers time to reft after their 
fatigue. But Nero not only advifed, but earn- 
eftly requefted, that an enterprize, which ex¬ 
pedition would render infallibly fuccefsful, 
might not be rendered void, and rafh, by delay. 

He reprefented, that Hannibal, lulled by a 
“ kind of charm, which could not continue long, 

“ had neither followed him, nor attacked his 
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“ camp. That if they afted with diligence, they 
“ might hope, that Afdrubal would be defeated, 
u and himfelf returned to his camp, before Han- 
u nibal made any movement. That to give the 

was to abandon to Hannibal 
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enemy any time, 

the camp oppofed to him, and to open him a 
way for joining his brother. That therefore it 
was neceffary to give battle immediately, and 
to take advantage of the error both of the ab- 
fent and prefent enemy, who were equally 
ignorant of the numbers and ftrength of thole 
<c they had to deal with *, the former believing 
them greater, and the latter lefs, than they 
really were.” 

This opinion took place, and they quitted the Battle 
camp in order of battle. Afdrubal alfo on his fide with A f~ 

But as an able General, 
whofe vigilance nothing efcapes, having obferved feat of bis 
old fhields, which he had not feen before, and * r ™y : 

fome horfes more fatigued and lean than the reft, 
and judging even by his eye, that the number of l 
the enemy was greater than ordinary, he caufed 47— 49 
the retreat to be founded, and returned into his 
camp. He omitted nothing for clearing up his 
doubts, and from the accounts brought in by thofe 
he fent to fcout, he knew, that the Conful’s camp 
was not actually of greater extent than before, nor 

him 


* 

prepared 


to engage. 


IV. xxvu. 
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fome perplexity. But being informed, that the 
fignal had been given but once in the camp of 
Porcius, and twice in that of the Conful; that ex¬ 
perienced captain, who had been accuftomed to 
make war with the Romans, no longer doubted, 
but that the two Confuls had joined each other. 

This gave him dreadful anxiety in refpeft to 
what had befallen his brother. He could not 


what was however very real, that fo 

ufed to 


imagine, 

great a captain as Hannibal could be a; 
fuch a degree, as not to know where the General 
and the army, he had to deal with, were. He 
concluded, that his brother muft certainly have 
received fome confiderable blow, and he was 
much afraid, that he had come too late to his 
aid. 

In thefe fad thoughts, he caufed all the fires in 
his camp to be put out, and ordered his troops to 
decamp. In the diforderof a precipitate march in 
the night, his guides made their efcape j fo that 
the army, which did not know the country, wan¬ 
dered at firft at a venture through the lands; and 
foon after moft of the foldiers, overwhelmed with 
deep and fatigue, abandoned their colours, and 
laid themfelves down on both Tides along the way. 
Afdrubal halted till it was light, ordered his troops 
to continue their march along the Metaurus, and 
did not advance far in effeft of following the wind¬ 
ing banks of that river, which he intended to pafs 
as loon as he could ; but he could find no ford, 
which gave the enemy time to come up with him 
with their three armies. 

All the united troops were drawn up in battle. 
Nero commanded the right, Livius the left, and 
the Praetor the main body. Afdrubal had began 
to feize an eminence not far from the river, with 
defignto intrench himfelf there: but feeing it im- 
poffible to avoid a battle, he did all that could be 

expected 



Nero, Livius, Confute. 


79 


expeCted from the prefence of mind and valour of A - R - 545- 
a great Captain. He immediately occupied an ad- Aat,c,ao7# 
vantageous port, and drew up his troops on a nar¬ 
row ground, giving them more depth than 
breadth. He polled the. elephants in the front, 
and placed the Gauls, who were the weakeft part 
of his troops, on the left, where they were fuftain- 
ed by the eminence of which I have fpoke. He 
took upon himfelf the command of the right wing 
with the Spaniards i old troops, in whom he re- 
pofed moft confidence. And laftly, he ported the 
Ligurians in the centre immediately behind the 
elephants. 

Afdrubal began the attack, fully determined to 
conquer or die on this occafion, and marched 
againft the left wing of the Romans commanded 
by Livius. The battle was hotteft here. On both 
fides old and very valiant troops, animated by the 
prefence of the two Generals, fought with invin¬ 
cible obftinacy *, and it was long before victory 
declared qn either fide. 

The elephants had at firft put the front of the 
centre of the Romans into fome diforder : but af¬ 
terwards, the cries raifed by both Tides, when the 
battle became more hot, terrified them to fuch a 
degree, that it was no longer poffible to govern 
them, and they turned equally againft the two 
armies. 

Nero having made ineffectual endeavours to 
afcend the hill, which he had in front, and find¬ 
ing it impofiible to come at the enemy on that 
fide : How / faid he to his troops, not being able 
to bear this inactivity any longer, Are we come fo 
far> and with fo much diligence , to fiand with our 
arm a■ crofs , and to he meer fpeBaton of a battle ? 

Upon this he immediately fee out with the greateft 
part of the right wing, moving behind the rear of 
the army quite round it; charged the right wing 

of 
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of the Carthaginians obliquely; and foon, extend¬ 
ing his front, took the enemy in the rear. Hi¬ 
therto the battle had been doubtful. But when the 
Spaniards, and loon after the Ligurians, faw them¬ 
felves attacked at once in front, flanks, and rear, 
the defeat was total, and they were cut to pieces. 
The flaughter foon extended to the Gauls, who 
made dill lefs refiftance. Overcome with deep 
and fatigue, under which all ancient writers ob- 
ferve that nation apt to fink eafily, they could fcarce 
fupport the weight of their bodies and arms: and 
as it was about noon, parched at once with heat 
and third, they fuffered themfelves to be killed or 
taken, without giving themfelves the trouble to 
defend their lives and liberty. 

More elephants were killed by their guides 
themfelves than by the enemy. Thofe guides were 
each of them provided with a (harp-pointed knife 
and a mallet; and when they faw thofe beads 
grow mad, and they could manage them no lon¬ 
ger, they drove in that knife with the mallet be¬ 
tween the two ears in the place where the neck is 
joined to the head. This was the mod certain and 
immediate way for killing them, when they be¬ 
came ungovernable ; and it was Afdrubalte in¬ 
vention. 

That General this day added the highed glory 
to all the other grear a&ions of his life. He led 
on his difmayed and trembling foldiers to a battle 
with an enemy that exceeded them both in num¬ 
ber and nTolution. He animated them by his 
words, he fudained them by his example, he em¬ 
ployed prayers and threats to rally thofe who fled, 
till finding at length that victory declared entirely 
for the Romans, and not being able to furvive fo 
many thoufand men, who had quitted their coun¬ 
try to follow him, he threw himfelf into the midft 

of 



Nero, Livius, Confuls. 8 t 

©f a Roman cohort, where he fell worthy of the R * 545* 
fon of Amilcar, and the brother bf Hannibal. U ‘ *° 7# 
This battle was the bloodied of all this war, 
and both by the General’s death, and the (laughter 
made of the Carthaginian troops, it was a kind of 
reprizal for the defeat of Cannae •, and Appian App. 343* 
obferves, that it was to con foie, and make the 
Romans amends for that terrible lofs, that God 
granted them fo confiderable an advantage on this 
occafion. Fifty-fix thoufand of the enemy were 
killed in this battle, and five thoufand four hun¬ 
dred taken prifoners. Above four thoufand citi¬ 
zens, who were prifoners to the Carthaginians, 
were re-taken ; which was a confolation for the 
lofs of thofe who had been killed in this battle. 


For this vidlory coft the Romans dear enough, as 
they bought it by the lofs of eight thoufand of 
their troops, who were killed upon the fpot. The 
vigors were fo weary of killing and (hedding 
blood, that the next day, when fomebody told 
Livius, that it was eafy to cut a body of the ene¬ 
my that were flying to pieces: No, no , replied the 
General, let fome of them be left to carry home the 
news of their defeat , and our viftory . 

Nero, the night after the battle, fet out to re- Kero re- 
turn to his army ; and returning with more dili- turns to 

gence than he came, after fix days march, he re- 
entered the camp he had left near Hannibal. He 
did not find fo many people upon his route, be- 
caufe he had fent no couriers before him. Thofe 
who met him, were tranfported with a joy they 
could not contain. 

But what is difficult to exprefs, or almolt to 
imagine, is the various paffions of the Roman ci¬ 
tizens, as well during their uncertainty of the event, 
as when they had received the news of the vifto- 
ry. As foon as they were informed of the depar¬ 
ture of Nero, the Senators went early every day 

Vot, VI, „ G into, 
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a. r. 54v into the Senate with the Magiftrates, and the Peo- 
,.o,. pj e t ^ e p orum ^ anc J nobody returned home 
till night, fo much were they engrafted by their 
concern lor the publick affairs. The Ladies ex- 
preffed their zeal for the good of their country-, by 
crowding all the temples, and continually offering 
prayers and vows to the Gods. Thefe Pagans 
teach us, how much and in what manner we ought 
to concern ourfelves for the prefervation of the 
State. 

Tbtnews Whilft the whole city was thus divided between 

a report, confufed and uncertain 
at Rome, that two of the horfe 
in the battle, were arrived in the 
camp which had been pitched at the entrance of 
Umbria, and had brought advice of the defeat of 
the enemy. This news feemed to be too impor¬ 
tant to be believed on flight grounds, and nobody 
dared flatter themfelves, that it was true. Soon 
after a letter arrived from L. Manlius Acidinus of 
the camp at Umbria, which confirmed the arrival 
of the two horfe, and their report. This letter 
was carried a-crol's the publick place to the Pra?- 
ror’s tribunal ; and every body ran with fo much 
ardour to the gates of the Senate, that the courier 
could not approach it, every one flopping him to 
alk qneftions, and demanding with great cries, 
that the letter Ihoukl be read in the tribunal of 
harangues before it was carried to the Senate. The 

V-J 

Magiftrates found it difficult to difperfe the throng, 
and to make the eagernefs and ardo'ur of the Peo¬ 
ple give place to the order and decency it was 
neceflary to obferve. The' letter, was read firft 
in the Senate, and then in the affembly of the 
People * and it made different impreffions upoa 

the citizens, according to the difference of their 
difpofuions. For fome, without waiting in the 
t leaft, gave themfelves up to all the tranfports of 

6 exceifive 
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exceffive joy: others refufed to-give credit to It, sfr 
till they fhowld fee the Conful’s meffengers arrive,. nt,c ' 207 * 
and heard their letters read. 


At lefigdi news came, that thofe deputies were 
upon the point of arriving : Upon which all the 
citizens, old and young, .ran with equal ardor to 
meet them, every {a) one ardently defiring to be 
the firfi: in knowing fuch grateful news, and to -be 
affured of it by the evidence of his own eyes and 
ears. They filled the ways as far as the bridge 
* Milvius. The deputies arrived in the Forum 
furrounded with an infinite multitude of all orders 


of the People, who addreffed themfelves either to 
them, or their followers, to know what -had paf- 
fed : and in proportion as they were informed, that 
the General of the enemy was killed, and his 
whole army cut to pieces * that the Confuls were 
alive, and that their legions had fuftained no very 
eonfiderable lofs; they immediately ran to impart 
the excefs of their joy to others. The deputies ar¬ 
rived not without fufficient difficulty at the Senate ; 
and it was dill with greater, that the People were 
prevented from entering along with them, and 
mingling with the Senators. The letters -having 
been read before them, were carried into the Aflem- 
bly of the People, to whom they alfo read them. 
L. Veturius, one of the deputies, afterwards gave 
a particular relation of what had pafled ; and his 
account was followed with fuch cries of joy and 
applaufes of the whole People, as it would be dif¬ 
ficult to exprefs. 

The citizens immediately quitted the Forum; 
fome to thank the Gods in the temples for fo great 
a blefiing ; and others to go home to inform their 


{rf) Primus quifque auribus * Notv called 'Ponti Mo!a, 
oculifque haurire tantum gnu- at about a league from Rome. 
dium cupientes. Liv. 
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a. r. 545; wives and children of fo extraordinary and unex- 
A5St ’ c '*° 7 ' pefted a fuccels. The Senate decreed publick 

thankfgivings for three days, in gratitude for the 
fignal vi&ory gained over the Carthaginians by the 
Confute Livius and Nero. The Prator C. Ho- 
ftilius proclaimed thefe proceflions' in the affem- 
bly of the People, at which were prefent great 
multitudes of both fexes. 

This vi&ory occafioned a falutary revolution in 
the Commonwealth, and from thenceforth the citi¬ 
zens began again to make contra&s, to buy, fell, 
borrow, and pay, as is cuftomary in times of 
Plin. profound peace. It was in this year, according 

xxxiu ‘ to Pliny, that gold fpecies were firft coined at 

Rome. 


AfdrabaTs 

head 

thrown in¬ 
to the camp 
if Hanni¬ 
bal. He re¬ 
tires to the 
extremity 
of Brulti- 


Whilft all this paffed, the Conful Nero arrived 
in his camp. Afdrubal’s head, which was thrown 
into that of the Carthaginians, informed that Ge¬ 
neral of his brother’s fate Two of the prifoners, 
whom the Conful had caufed to go to his camp, 
gave him a particular account of what had paffed 
at the battle of the Metaurus. Hannibal, terrified 


with news'equally fatal to his country and family, 
Liv. xxvu. cried ^t by tbn S blow be knew the fate of Car - 

thage. Horace puts words into his mouth, which 
very well exprefe his fentiments. (a) It is over: I 
Jbail now fend fuperb couriers no more to Carthage . 
In lofing Afdrubaly I lofe all hope, and all good for¬ 
tune . He decamped that moment, and retired to 
the extremity of Bruttium, where he drew toge¬ 
ther all the troops he had, being no longer in a 
condition to keep them feparate from each other as 
before. At the fame time he ordered all the peo- 


( 4 ) Carthagini jam non ego nuncios 
Mittam fuperbos. Occidit, oceidit 
Spes omnis & fortuna noftri 
Ngminis, Afdrubale interempto. 

Hor. Od. iv. 1. 4 
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pie of Metapontum to quit their city, and all the 

* . S • 1 • • 1 /uiuw. *07 

Lucanians who were in his party, to abandon 
their country, and to join him in that of the 
Bruttii. 

Though there had been fome interval between Triumph 
the viftory and the triumph of the Confuls, 1 {ball °f Livius 

repeat at large what relates to this triumph, ^Livxxviii 
avoid interrupting the thread of fo affeCting a part 9 . 
of hiftory, and which we clearly perceive Livy 
has laboured with particular attention, and, if we 
may be allowed to ufe the exprefiion, with a kind 
of complacency. 

Towards the end of the campaign, the two Con¬ 
fuls were permitted to return to Rome, with this 
difference however, that Livius marched back his 
troops, which were no longer neceffary in Gaul; 
whereas thofe of Nero had orders to remain in the 
province, to oppofe the defigns of Hannibal. The 
two Confuls by letters to each other, agreed, that 
in order to keep up,to the end the good under- 
ftanding they had hitherto obferved with each 
other, they (hould regulate their departure from 
two provinces fo remote fo as to arrive at Rome 
at the fame time, and that he who (hould firft 
come to * Prsenefte, ftiould ftay there for his col- 
legue.. They happened both to come thither the 
fame day. From thence they difpatched a courier 
to Rome, with an order to the Senate to affemble 
three days after in the temple ofBellona. 

Having fet out on the day fixed, they found, 
on approaching the city, that the People were 
come in a body to meet them. They advanced 
towards the temple of Bellona, furrounded by that 
infinite multitude, each, not contented with falu- 
ting, but eagerly prefling to approach them, and 
to kifs thir victorious hands. Some congratula- 


* Now galled Pakfaina, a city in the territory of the cbureh. 
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ted them upon their victory : others thanked-them 
^^^''for the important fervice they had rendered the 

Commonwealth, in delivering it from the exceed¬ 
ing danger, which had menaced it. After they 
had given an account to the Senate of their conduct 
according to the cuftom of all their Generals, they 
firft demanded “ that folemn thankfgivings fhould 
“ be paid to the Gods for the valour with which 
“ they had infpired them in this war, and for the 
“ good fuccefs they had vouchfafed them •, and, 
“ in the fecond place, that they fhould be permit- 
“ ted to enter the city in triumph.” All the 
Senators replied with one voice, u that it was with 
ct extreme joy they granted their demand, being 
“ full of the war me ft gratitude for fo glorious a 
“ fuccefs, for which Rome was indebted in the 
“ firft place to the protedion of the Gods, and 
“ next to them, to the courage and wifdom of the 
“ Confuls” 

9 

We are going to fee in thefe two Generals an 
uncommon example of union and concord. As 
they had aded in perfed concert in the battle and 
after the vidory, they would alfo fhew the fame 

concert in the triumph. But, becaufe the adion 
had paffed in the province of Livius; and the 
aufpices and command had been his upon the day 
of battle *, and his army had returned to Rome 
with him, whereas Nero had left his in the pro¬ 
vince ; they agreed that the firft fhould enter the 
city in a triumphal chariot drawn by four horfes, 
attended by his army, and the latter Ihould be only 
on horfeback without any train. 

The triumph thus regulated ftill augmented the 
glory of both Confuls; but efpecially of him, 
who, though fuperior in merit, fo generoufly 

gave up all the honours to his collegue. Accord¬ 
ingly the people were unanimous in beftowing 
the whole praife upon Nero. They ikid, “ That 

“ he, 
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44 he, whom they faw on horfeback. without porpp A * R - 54* 
44 or train, had in fix days marched the whole Ant,C **° 7 ‘ 
44 length of Italy, and had fought Afdrubal in 
44 Gaul at' the very time that Hannibal believed 

• » j i » 

44 him incamped near himfelf in Apulia, That 
44 ( a) thus the fame Conful on one day, and at 
44 the two extremities of Italy, had made head 
44 againft the two moil formidable enemies of the 
44 commonwealth, by oppofing one with hi$ pru- 
44 dence, and the other with his perfon. That 
44 on one fide the name of Nero had fufficed to 
44 awe Hannibal: and who could doubt, on the 
44 other, but that the viftory gained over Afdru- 
“ bal was to be afcribed to the reinforcement of 
44 the fame Nero, who by his fudden arrival had 
44 daunted and crulhed the Carthaginian General ? 

44 That the other Conful might caufe himlelf 
46 to be drawn in a magnificent chariot, with a ft ill 
44 greater number of horfes; that it was that fingle 
“ norfe which carried the true triumpher; and 
44 that Nero, though he fhould even go on foot, 

44 would be for ever memorable, as well by the 
44 glory he had acquired in this war, as by that he 
44 had defpifed in the triumph.” During the 
whole time of the march to the Capitol, the 
People held difcourfes of this kind in refpe.ct to 
Nero, and inceffantly kept their eyes upon him. 

The money which had been taken from the 
enemy, and amounted, according to Polybius, to 


(<0 Tta unum Confulem pro 
Mraque parte Italic adverfus 
duos duces, duos imperatores, 
hinc confilium fuum, hinc 
corpus oppofuifle. Nomen 
Neronisfatis fuifie ad continen- 
dum caftris Annibalera r Af- 
drubalem vero, qua alia je, 
<piam adyentu ejus, obr.utum 
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atque extin&um efTe > Icaque 
iret alter Conful fublimis cur- 
ru multijugis, ft veliet, equis. 
Uno equo per urbem verum 
triumphum vehi: Ncronem- 
que, .etiam fi pedes ineedat Vel 
parts eo bello, vel fpfeta eo 
triumpho gloria, memorabil&ra 
fore. Liv, 
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Aafcc/a©* above threfc hundred talents (about four hundred 
2 ° 7 ’ and fifty thoufand pounds) was carried into the 
public treafury. Livius gave each of his foldiers 
fourteen fefterces (about eighteen pence) and Nero 
promifed as much to his, when he returned to his 
army. 

It was obferved, that on the day of triumph, 
the foldiers, which were thofe of Livius, celebra¬ 
ted Nero in their fongs much more than their own 
General: that the cavalry gave a thoufand praifes 
to L. Veturius and C^cilius, the Confuls lieu¬ 
tenants, and exhorted the People to eledt them 
Confuls for the enfuing year. The Confuls them- 
felves confirmed this favourable teftimony of the 
Horfe, by extolling in the affembly of the People, 
the fervices of thofe two officers, whofe valour and 
zeal had greatly contributed to the vidlory. 
kipxhr.i In the important adtion, which we have juft 

uptr. AW; related, that is, in the defeat of Afdrubal, which 
en:crprize, f uc h great confequences, and which, probably 

YnJuarf *P ea ki n g> determined the fate of the fecond punic 
Livius. J war: both the Confuls make a very great and glo¬ 
rious figure, and in my opinion, if we were to take 
party with either the one or the other, it would 
be very difficult to know to which to give the 
preference. The boldnefs of the defign formed by 
Nero, the Angularity of the enterprize, with the 
good fuccefs that followed it, carry with them a 
luftre, that ftrikes* amazes, and forces all fuffra- 
ges in his favour. Accordingly we fee in their 
triumph, tho’ Livius appeared alone in the fhew, 
the Army and People declared for Nero; all eyes 
were fixed upon his perfon, and the praifes and 
applaufes were principally lavifhed in his favour. 

But is this bold projeft, which fo much excites 
admiration really laudable in itfelf, and feparately 
from the dazzling luftre that furrounds it after the 

event? The alarm of the Romans, whilft Nero 

was 
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was upon his march to join his collegue, were they ^ t R ^ 5 to 
ill founded, and were they in the wrong to incline * * 207 * 
to accufe a General, who in fome meafure gave up 
his army and camp a prey to the enemy, by lea¬ 
ving them without an Head, and deprived of the 
beft part of their ftrength ? And was it probable, 
that fo active and vigilant a warrior as Hannibal, 
fliould continue for above twelve days dozing to 
fuch a degree, as not to perceive in any manner 
the departure and abfence of the Conful ? 

We muft own that, if there was any temerity in 
this, the fuccefs, however happy, could neither 
cover nor excufe the fault of the General. But 
this judgment cannot be paffed on Nero’s enter- 
prize. It is not fo wonderful, that Hannibal did 
not know of the departure of the Conful’s troops, 
or was not much moved with it. A General every 
day fends out greater or fmaller detachments from 
his army, which have no confequence. This was 
not very confiderable. Seven thoufand men out 
of an army of above forty thoufand, could not 
weaken it fo much, as to make it incapable of de¬ 
fending itfelf. He left officers there, whofe abi¬ 
lity and courage he knew, and whom he alfo knew 
to be highly capable of commanding in chief. 

Befides which, three or four bodies of Roman 
troops, that furrounded Hannibal on all fides, 
fufficed to prevent him from making any great 
progrefs in the ConfuPs abfence, even though he 
had difeovered it. Add to this, that that General, 
who faw his forces much diminiffied by the feve- 
ral blows which he had received, feemed to be 
become lefs aftive and bold in refpeft to attacking. 

It was therefore with reafon, that the enterprize 
of Nero, which fo much contributed to the viftory, 
was generally admired. I fliould be highly in the 
wrong, if I took upon me to juftify feveral other 
aftions of his life. 


On 
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■On another fide, the condudt of Livius ,is no 
' Ids worthy of admiration. Every body Ipows, 

, how jealous the .Roman Generals, even the wifeft 
of them, were of the glory of terminating alone, 
and by themfelves, an enterprize or war which 
they had began, aqd how much they apprehended 
the coming of a rival to deprive them of it, or 
even to ihare it with them. Livius lets nothing 
of this weaknefs ufual to the greateft men appear, 
or rather of this delicacy in point of glory and ho¬ 
nour. He was in a condition to Hop and conquer 
Afdrubal by himfelf, or at lead he might flatter 
himfdf that he was. However, he fees his .col- 
legue without jealoufy, a little before his declared 
enemy, come to divide the honour of the viftory. 
His reconciliation muft have been very fincerp, 
and his zeal for the good of his country very vvarijn 
and predominant, entirely to fupprefs in bus heart 
a fenfibility fo natural to man, and efpecialiy to a 
Ibldier. We alfo fee from this, how little proba¬ 
bility there is for the rough anfwer to Fabius put 
into his mouth. 
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THE 


ROMAN HISTORY. 


T H IS book contains the hiftory of four 

years: 545, 546, 547, 548. Its princi¬ 
pal fubje&s are the expeditions of Scipio 
in Spain, the firft war of the Romans againft Phi¬ 
lip king of Macedonia, the ele&ion of Scipio for 
Conful, and the dcfign he forms of carrying the 
war into Africa. 


SECT. I. 

State of the affairs of Spain. Silanus defeats two 
bodies of enemies one immediately after the other , 
and takes Hanno one of the Generals prifoner . 
Qringis in Bestica taken by L. Scipio. P. Scipio 
retires to Tarraco. 'The Roman fleet , after ha¬ 
ving ravaged Africa , beats that of the Carthagini¬ 
ans. Treaty concluded between the Romans and 

fome other States againft Philip. Philip gains 
fome advantages againft the Mtolians. Sulpicius 
flies before that prince j and the latter , in his turn , 
flies before Sulpicius. The Romans and Philip 
take ibe field . Attains and Sulpicius attack and 

take Oreum. Sulpicius is obliged to raife the fiege 
pf Chalcis. Defcription of ihe Euripus. Attains is 
almoft furprized by Philip . That Prince returns 

into 
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into Macedonia. Hoe JEtolians make peace with 
- that Prince , in which the allies on both fides are 
included.■ Provinces of the new Confuls, The 
/acred fre in the temple of Vefta extinguifhed. 
Cultivation of the lands reinjlated in Italy . Praife 
of Hannibal. Praife of Scipio. Reflexion of Livy 
upon the affairs of Spain. Scipio gains a great 
victory over the Carthaginians commanded by Afi 
dnubal and Mago. Scipio returns to Tarraco. 
Mafinifla joins the Romans. Scipio feeks the amity 
of Syphax , goes to him in Africa, and meets Afl 
drubal there. Scipio befieges and takes Illiturgis , 
and entirely dcmolifhes it. Cafltilon furrenders , 

and is treated with lefs feverity. Games and com - 
bats of Gladiators given by Scipio , in honour of his 
father and uncle. Horrid refolution of the inha¬ 
bitants of Aflapa. They are all killed . Enterprize 
againfl Cadiz. Sicknefs of Scipio , which gives 
occaficn for .a Jedition. Revolt of the Romans in- 
camped at Sucro. Scipio ufes infinite addrefs in 
appeafing and punifhing the /edition, 

C. Claudius Nero. 

M. Livius II. 

W E have feen the effeft produced by the death 

of Afdrubal, in Italy : we now come to the 
fituation of the affairs of the Romans and Cartha¬ 
ginians. Afdrubal the fon of Gifgo had retired 
into Bcetica. The coafts of the Mediterranean, 
and all the eaftem part of the province, were oc¬ 
cupied by Scipio’s troops, and fubje&ed to the 
Romans. Hanno, who was come from Africa 
with a new army to fucceed Afdrubal the fon of 
Amilcar, having joined Mago, entered Celtiberia, 
which is in the middle of the country, where he 
foon faw himfelf at the head of a powerful army. 

Scipio 
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Scipio detached M. Silanus againft him with A - R- 54 

ten thoufand foot and four thoufand horfe. The ZanuTde- 
latter marched with fo much diligence, not with- f mt tm 
ftanding the difficulty of the ways, that he arrived bodies of 
very near the enemy before they had any news of ene p 

his march. He was but ten thoufand paces from Zh other. 
them, when he was informed by Celtiberian de- and takes * 
ferters, who had ferved him as guides, that h t Hanno one 

was not far from the way, through which he muft Generals 
pafs by two armies of the enemy : the one upon prijoner. 
the left, commanded by Mago, and compofed of Liv.xxviii. 
nine thoufand new-raifed Celciberians, who fcarce l > 2 - 
obferved any difcipline j the other upon the right, 
entirely confifting of warlike- and well difciplined 
Carthaginians, commanded by Hanno. Silanus 
was not long in refolving. He ordered his troops 
to incline as much as poffible to the left, and to 
avoid Ihewing themfelves to the enemy’s advanced 
guards. They were but a thoufand paces diftant, 
when the Celtiberians at length faw them, and 
began to move, but with abundance of confterna- 
tion and diforder. Silanus had made his army re- 
frefh themfelves with eating, and drew them up in 
battle. Mago, on the firft noife he heard, ran 
immediately, and drew up the troops in battle as 
well as he could. They came to blows. The 
Celtiberians made no great refiftance, and were 
cut to pieces. The Carthaginians, who upon the 
news of the battle, were come from the other 
camp, and had made exceeding hade, in order to 
arrive in time to their aid, had the fame fate. 

Hanno their General was taken with fuch of the 
Carthaginians who arrived laft, and found their 
companions defeated. Almofl the whole cavalry, 
and what remained of the old infantry, followed 
Mago in his flight, and in ten days joined Afdru- 
bil in the province of Cadiz. But the Celtiberi- 

aa 
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a.-*. 54* an new-raifed forces, difperfed themfelves in the 
Ante.207. ft-om thence returned home. 

By this viftory opportunely gained, Silanus put 
a flop to intrigues which were not confiderable in 
their birth, but might be the fource of a very dan¬ 
gerous war, if the Carthaginians, after having 
armed the Cekiberians, had been given time to 
make the other neighbouring nations alfo take 
arms. It was for this reafon Scipio gave him all 
the praifes, which his diligence and valour de¬ 
fended 5 and not to fruftate the hope this fuccefs 
gave him of foon terminating the war, he fet out 
immediately for the extremities of Spain in queft 
of Afdrubal, the only enemy that remained for 
him to conquer. 

That Carthaginian General was then incamped 
in Bcetica, to keep the dates of that country who 
were the allies of the Carthaginians, in their party. 
But having received advice of Sripio’s defign, he 
decamped with a precipitation, which rather re- 
femlbed a Eight than a retreat, and took refuge 
upon the coaft of the ocean near Cadiz. And as 
he was affured, that as long as he kept his troops 
in one body, he Ihould be expofed to the attacks 
of the enemy, he diftributed his foldiers into dif¬ 
ferent cities, the walls of which would defend their 
..perfons, as their perfons would the walls. 

Orirgis in Scipio judging that the places, in which the 

fakin tv enem y had fhut themfelves up, would coft him 
Scipio^ httle pains indeed to take them, but much time, 
Liv.xzriii. refolved to march back into Hifpania Citerior, 
3 > 4 - that is, on this fide of the Iberus. However, not 

to leave this Country abfolutely at the diferetion of 
the Carthaginians, he fent his brother L. Scipio 
with ten thoufand foot and a thoufand horfe, to 
befiege Oringis, the mod opulent city of the coun¬ 
try. It did not make a long defence. The 'inha¬ 
bitants, fearing that the Romans, if they took the 

place 
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place by ftorm, would put all to the fword, with- £ A: 545* 
(Jiir fegard either to Spamardr or Carthaginians, 
opened the gates.. All the Carthaginians were put 
in- chains, with three hundred of the inhabitants, 
who had ufed their utmoft endeavours to fruftate 
the defign of their countrymen. Their city, 
eftates, and liberty were reftored to the reft. At 
the taking of this place -about two thoufand of the; 
enemy were killed 1 the Romahs did riot lofe above 
ninety men. 

This coriqueft gave great joy to L. Scipio and 
his troops, and did them great honour when they 
rejoined their 'General and his army, with a croud 
of priforiers before them, whom they had taken in 
this expedition. P. Scipio gave his brother all the 
prailes he deferved, fpeaking in the nioft honour¬ 
able terms of the taking of Oringis, the glory of 
which he equalled to what he had acquired himfelf 
in the conqueft of Carthagena. But as winter ap- Scipio re- 
proached, and he had not time enough to attempt t0 
Cadiz, or to march in ptirfuit of the difoerfed arrm ' 
parties of AfdrubaPs army, He returned with all 
his troops into Hifpania Citerior; and having put 
them'into winter-quarters, and made his brother 
fet out for Rome with Harino, and the moft confi- 
derable of the Carthaginian phToners, he went 
himfelf to Tarraco. 

This fame year the Roman fleet, commanded The Roman 
by the Proconful M. Valerius Lmvinus, failed 
from Sicily to Africa, and made great ravages in ZIZfed 
the territory of Carthage, and even round the walls Africa 
of Utica. As it returned to Sicily, it met that of that 
the Carthaginians, compofed of feventy .fliips of 0 ^ e . c . ar ~ 
war. This fleet it attacked, and took feventeen Liv.xxviii! 
gallies and funk four. The reft were put to flight. 4. 

The Roman General having beaten the enemy in- 
this manner both by fea and land, returned to 

Lilybaeum, with confiJerabie fpoils of all kinds. 

And 
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And as there was no longer any enemy upon that 
fea, he fent very confiderable convoys of com from 
Sicily to Rome. 

In the preceding volume we fpoke of a treaty, 
concluded between the Romans and the iEtolians 
againft Philip King of Macedonia. Several other 
States and Kings had been invited to accede to it. 
Attalus King of Pergamus, Pleurates and Seer- 
diledes, both Kings, the one of Thrace, and the 
other of Illyricum, accepted this invitation. The 
iEtolians exhorted the Spartans to do the fame. 
Their deputy reprefented in a lively manner to the 
Lacedemonians all theoppreffions, with which the 
Kings of Macedonia had loaded them ; and efpe- 
cially the deGgn they had always had, and ftill re¬ 
tained, of fubverting the liberty of Greece. He 
concluded with demanding, that the Lacedaemo¬ 
nians fhould perfevere in the alliance they had an¬ 
ciently made with the iEtolians: that they fhould 
enter into the treaty concluded with the Romans, 
or that they fhould continue neuter. 

Lycifcus, deputy from the Acarnanians, fpoke 
next, and declared openly for the Macedonians. 
He expatiated upon the fervices “ that Philip 
Alexander’s father, and Alexander himfelf, had 


«c 




done Greece in attacking and ruining the Per- 
<c fians, who were its moft ancient and moft inve¬ 
terate enemies. He dwelt upon the fhame and 
danger of fuSering Barbarians to enter Greece ; 
fo he called the Romans. He added, that the 
wifdom of the Spartans ought to forefee the 
ftorm at a diftance which began to gather 
in the Weft, and would undoubtedly breakout i 
at firft upon Macedonia, and afterwards upon 
all Greece, of which it would occafion the 
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The fragment of Polybius, in which this deli¬ 
beration is related, does not mention the confe- 

quence 
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quence of it. The fequel of the hiftory ffiews, 
that Sparta joined the iEtqlians, and entered into ■ 

the common treaty. It was at that time divided 
into two fadions, whofe intrigues and contefts, 
that rofe to the utmoft violence, occafioned great 
troubles in the city. The one was hot for the 
interefts of Philip, and the other openly declared 
againft him. The latter prevailed. We find 
Machanidas at the head of the latter, and that ta¬ 
king advantage of the diforders of the Common¬ 
wealth, he made himfelf matter of it, and be¬ 
came its tyrant. The allies were intent upon ma¬ 
king immediate ufe of the augmentation of forces, 
which the new treaty gave them by the union of 
feveral States. 


Attalus I. King of Pergamus did the Romans Origin of 
great fervice in the war againft Philip. This little JftaJui 
fovereignty had been founded fomewhat above p*f ms 
forty years before the time of which we fpeak, by 
Phileteres, an officer highly efteemed for his va¬ 
lour and condud. Lyfimachus, one of the fuc- 
ceffors of Alexander, intruded him with the trea- 
fure he had laid up in the caftle of Pergamus. Af¬ 
ter the death of Lyfimachus, he continued in pof- 
feffion of the treafure and city. At his death he 
left them to his nephew Eumenes I. who aug¬ 
mented his principality with fome cities that he 
took from the Kings of Syria. Attalus I. his cou- 
fin fucceeded him, of whom we now fpeak. He 
affumed the title of King, after having conquered 
the Galatians, and tranfmitted it to his pofterity. 


who enjoyed it to the third generation. 

I am going to relate the whole of this war of the 
Romans and their allies againft Philip, in refum¬ 
ing it from the Confulffiip of Marcellus and Crif- 
pinus, where we left it, tiil the peace concluded in 
the Confulffiip of Scipio and Craffus. I ffiall in 
confequence not be obliged to interrupt the hiftory 

Vol. VI. H of 
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of the war with Hannibal, which is our principal 
object, with fafts of much leis importance. 

Machanidas was one of the firft that took the 
field. He entered the territory of the Achafans 
with his troops, which bordered upon thofe of 
Sparta. The Ach^ans and their allies fent depu¬ 
ties to Philip, and preffed him to come into 
Greece to affiit and defend them. The iEtolians 
under Pyrrhias, who had been this year elefted 
General jointly with Attalus, advanced to meet 
him as far as Lamia. Pyrrhias had with him the 
troops that Attalus and Sulpicius had fent him. 
Philip beat him twice, and the /Etolians were 
obliged to (hut themfelves up within the walls of 
Lamia. Philip retired to * Phalara with his 
army. 

He fet out from thence to repair to Argos, 
where the Nemsean games were upon the point of 
being folemnized, and at which he was very well 
pleafed to be prefent. Whilft he was employed 
in celebrating thefe games, Sulpicius having fet 
out from f Naupadus, and landed between Sicyon 
and Corinth, ravaged the whole flat country, Phi¬ 
lip, upon this news, left the games, marched im¬ 
mediately againft the enemy, and coming up with 
them laden with booty, he put them to flight, 
and purlued them to their fhips. On returning to 
the games, he was received with general applaufe ; 
and the more, becaufe he quitted his diadem and 
purple robe, and mingled with the common citi¬ 
zens ; a fight highly grateful and foothing to free 
States. But it was not long before his enormous 
debauches rendered him as odious, as his popular 
behaviour had made him amiable. 


* A city of Tbeffaly. 

f In tbs gulf of Corinth, now called Lepanto. 


Some 
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Some days after the celebration of the games, A * R * 54?• 
Philip advanced as far as the city of* Elis, which Ant ' c,2 °7 
had received an JEtolian garrifon. The firft day 
he ravaged the adjacent country: he then ap¬ 
proached the city in order of battle, and made 
fome bodies of horfe advance to the gates, to in¬ 
duce the TEtolians to make a falley. They ac¬ 
cordingly did fo. But Philip was furprized to fee 
Roman troops amongft them. Sulpicius havin 
fet out from Naupactus with fifteen galleys, and 
landed four thoufand men, had entered the city of 
Elis in the night. The battle was rude. Demo- p lut. m 
phantus, the General of the Elean cavalry, having ^ llop ‘ 
perceived Philopsemen, who commanded that of 3 
the Achaeans, advanced out of the ranks impetu- 
oufly againft him. The latter waited his coming 
on, and with his fpear laid him at his horfe’s feet. 

Upon the fall of Demophantus, his cavalry fled. 

On another fide, the Elean infantry fought with 
advantage. The King feeing his troops began 
to give way, [purred his horfe into the mid ft 
of the Roman infantry. His horfe, wounded 
with a javelin, threw him. The battle then be¬ 
came exceeding hot, both fides exerting them- 
felves in an extraordinary manner; the Romans 
to feize Philip, and the Macedonians to fave him. 

The King fignalized his courage on this occafion, 
having been obliged to fight a great while on foot 
in the midft of the horfe, A great (laughter was 
made in this battle. At length having been 
brought off by his troops, and remounted, he re¬ 
treated, and incamped five miles from thence. The 
next day he attacked a cattle, to which a great 
multitude of peafants had retired with their cattle, 
and took four thoufand prifoners, and twenty 
thoufand great and fmall cattle: a poor advan- 


* A city of Peloponnefus . 
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A ‘ R - 545-_ cage, that could not make him amends for the dif* 
^ grace he had juft received at Elis. 

At this inftant he received advice, that the Bar¬ 
barians had made an irruption into Macedonia. He 
fee out immediately to defend his country, leaving 
two thoufand five hundred men of his armies with 
his allies. Sulpicius retired with his fleet to 
* iEgina, where he joined King Attalus, and paf* 
fed the winter. 

The As foon as the fpring began, the Proconful Sul- 

r.cns ana anc ) King Attalus quitted iEgina, and re- 

teke the Paired ** to Lemnos with their fleets, which toge- 
jUld . ther made fixty fail. Philip, on his fide, in order 

Liv.xxviii* to be in a condition to face the enemy both by fea 
>■ and land, advanced to + Demetrias. The ambaf- 

ladors of the allies came thither from all parts to 
implore his aid in their prefent great danger. He 
heard them favourably, and promifed them all to 
fend them aid, according as time and occafion 
fhould require. In confequence he did fo, and 
fent different bodies of troops into different places, 
to cover them againft the attacks of the enemy : 
after which he returned to Demetrias. And in or¬ 
der to be in readinets to affift fuch of his allies as 
fhould be attacked, he eftablifhed beacons in Pho- 
cis, Euboea, and the fmall ifland of [| Pepare- 
thus ; and on his fide placed guards on Tifeus, a 
very high mountain of Theffaly, to watch them, 
in order to be fpeedily apprized of the march of 
the enemy, and of the places they intended to 
attack. 

Anc. Hift. I have repeated elfewhere with.fome extent what 
Vol.VIII. Polybius writes concerning fignals by fire 5 which 


is very curious. 

* A /mail if and in the gulf 
of Saronic a. 

M St aliment new, an if and 

of the Archipelago. 


f A city of Theffaly in Mag- 
ntfia. 

A fmall if and in the 
gta n fea near Theffaly . 
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The Proconful and King Attalus advanced to- 
wards Euboea, and formed the fiege of Oreum, ^ ila / us **' 
which is one of the principal .cities. It had two and Sul- 
citadels very ftrongly fortified, and could make a pi'w be- 
long defence: but Plator, who commanded in it, 
for Philip, furrendered it treacheroufly to the be- 
fiegers. He purpofely made the fignals too late, 

that the fuccours might not arrive in time. It was Sulpicius 
not the fame at Chalcis, which Sulpicius had be- " obliged 
fieged immediately after the taking of Oreuni. t ^ e a r[ t , 
The fignals there were made in time, and the Go- chiuu . 
vernor, who would not hearken to the Proconful, 
prepared for making a good defence. Sulpicius 
faw plainly that he had made a vain attempt, and 
he was fo prudent to renounce it that inftant. The 
city was very well fortified of itfelf, and befides 
fuuated upon the Euripus, the famous ftrait, Defcriptt. 

where the fea does not ebb and flow feven certain Euripus. 
and periodical times a day, fays Livy, according 
to vulgar report; but where that alternate motion 
is much more frequent, and the waves are toffed 
fomeeimes on one fide and fometimeson the other 
with fuch violence, that they feem like torrents 
tailing from the tops of mountains without order 
and innumerably *, fo that fhips can at no time 
have either reft or fafety there. 

Attalus befieged Opuns, a city of the Locrians, Aitalut 
fituated not far from the fea. Philip ufed extraor- 
dinary d iligence to aid it, having marched in one prized by 
day above fixty miles. The city was juft taken, 
when he approached, and he would have furprized 
Attalus, who was plundering it, if the latter be- ' 
ing apprized of his arrival, had not retired with 
precipitation. Philip purfued him to the fea- 
coaft. 

Attalus having retired to Oreum, and being in¬ 
formed that Prufias King of Bithynia had ehtercd 
his dominions, he returned to Afia, as Sulpicius 

H 3 did 
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A * \ it 5 ’ ^ t0 ^ an( ^ ^Egina. Philip, after having 

'* taken feveral fmall places, and fruftrated thedefign 
of Machanidas tyrant of Sparta, who intended to 
attack the Eleans, whilft employed in preparing 
for the celebration of the Olympic games, repaired 
to the affembly of the Achaeans, which was held 
at * Egium, where he expefted to find the Cartha¬ 
ginian fleet, and to join it with his own ; but he 
that commanded it having been advifed that Atta- 
]us and the Romans were fee out from Oreum, he 
retired, for fear they fhould come to attack him. 
Philip re- Philip ( a ) faw with great anguifh, that what- 
:rJ ° ever diligence he ufed, he never arrived in time to 

Lw'xxviii execute defigns; fortune, faid he, taking plea- 
g. ’ fare in eluding all his endeavours, to fruflrate all 

occafions even before his eyes, and to deprive him 
of all advantages juft when he was upon the point 
of feizing them. He however hid his grief from 
the affembly, and fpoke in it with an air of refo- 
lution and confidence. Having called the Gods 
and men to witnels, that he had not let (lip any 
occafion for marching on all Tides in quell of the 
enemy ; he added, (b) that it was hard to judge, 
whether he had fliewn more boldnefs in feeking 
them, than they had fpeed in flying from him. 
That this was tacitly owning on their fide 
they thought themfelves inferior to him in flrength; 
but that he was in hopes of gaining a com pi eat 
victory over them foon, which would be an evi¬ 
dent proof of it. This difeourfe very much re¬ 
vived the courage of the allies. After having 
given the neceffary orders, and performed fome 


* A town of A chain properly 
Jo called. 

(a) Philippus msrebat & 
angebatur, cum ad omnia ipfe 
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Lb . 
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flight expeditions, he returned into Macedonia, 
to carry on the war there againft the Darda- nC> ‘ a07 ’ 


mans. 


P. Cornelius Scipio. 

P. Licinus Crassus. 

A year had paffed, during which the Romans, 
intent on more important affairs, had but little re¬ 
garded the affairs of Greece. The Aitolians, fee¬ 
ing themfelves negle&ed on that fide, which was 
their foie refource, made their peace with Philip, 
The treaty was fcarce concluded, when the Pro- 
conful P. Sempronius arrived with ten thoufand 
foot, a thoufand horfe, and five and thirty fhips 
of war, which was a confiderable aid. He was 
highly difpleafed at their having concluded this 
peace without the confent of the Romans, contrary 
to the exprefs fenfe of the treaty of alliance. 

However he did not infill upon continuing the 
war *, and the People of Epirus, who alfo defired 
an end of it, being informed of his difpofition, 
lent deputies to Philip, who was returned into 
Macedonia, to induce him to conclude a general 
peace, giving him to underftand, they were in a 
manner allured, that if he would confent to have 
an interview with Sempronius, they would eafily 
agree upon the conditions. The King accepted 
this propofal with joy, and repaired to Epirus. 
As both fides defired peace, Philip to put the af¬ 
fairs of his kingdom in order, and the Romans to 
be in a condition to carry on the war with more 
vigour againft Carthage, the treaty was foon con¬ 
cluded. It was agreed, that three or four cities, 
or little States, of Illyricum fhouid continue in 
the hands of the' Romans, and * Atintania in 
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a.r. 547 - thofe of Philip, in cafe the Senate fhould confent 
Aa..c.so.. to ^ The King caufed Prufias King ofBithy- 

nia, the Ach^ans, Bsotians, Thefialians, Acar- 
nanians, and Epirus to be included in the treaty * 
the Romans on their fide included in it the people 
of Ilium, King Attalus, Pleurates, Nabis ty¬ 
rant of Sparta, who had fucceeded Machanidas, 
the Elians, Mefienians, and Athenians. The 
Roman people ratified the treaty, becaufe they 
were glad to rid the Commonwealth of all other 
difficulties, in order to turn their whole forces a- 

gainft Africa. Thus terminated this war of the 
allies by a peace, which was not of long du¬ 
ration. 

I refume the thread of the hiftory of the war 
with Hannibal, which I have interrupted a little 
to relate the fequel of that with Philip. 
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We are now in the thirteenth year of the fe- 
cond Punic war. The two Confuls had Bruttium 
(Calabria ulterior) for their province, and were 
both to ad: againft Hannibal. All thofe who were 
to command had their provinces alfo affigned 
them. 

All the prodigies, which were then very nume¬ 
rous, did not occafion fo much dread and alarm, 
as the going out of the fire in the temple of Vefta. 
The Veftal, by whofe negligence this misfortune 
had happened, was fcourged with rods by order 

of the Pontifex Maximus P. Licinius, and parti¬ 
cular prayers were made to the gods upon this oc¬ 
cafion to expiate their wrath. 

Before the Confuls took the field, the Senate in- 
ftru&ed them to recal thofe who had abandoned 
their lands in the countries, and to reinftate agri¬ 
culture. 
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culture. What rendered this re-eftabiiftiment dif¬ 
ficult, was the war’s having carried off moft of 
the free people who applied themfelves to huf- 
bandry ; there not being a fufficient number of 
(laves to fupply their places 5 and the cattle hav¬ 
ing been taken away, and the farms either ruined 
or burnt in many places. Notwithftanding thefe 
obftacles, the authority of the Confuls replaced a 
great number of inhabitants in their countries. 

Afiooh as the fpring began, the Confuls fetout 
to take upon them the command of their armies. 
They marched into Lucania, which they reduced 
to return to its obedience to the Roman People, 
without being obliged to employ the force of 
arms. 

This year paffed without any aftion between 
them and Hannibal. For that General, after 
having fo lately feen his family and country re¬ 
ceive To great a blow, in the death of.his brother 
Afdrubal, and the entire defeat of his army, did 
not think it proper for him to march againft vic¬ 
torious enemies. The Romans, on their fide, fee¬ 
ing that he lay (fill, thought it advifeable to leave 
him fo ; fo formidable was his name only, even 
whilft every thing around him was declining. 
Here Polybius, and Livy after him, make a re¬ 
flexion highly capable of giving us a great idea of 
Hannibal. That great man feemed, fay they, to 
(hew himfelf (till more worthy of admiration in 
bad, than in good fortune. And indeed, is it not 
a kind of prodigy, that during thirteen years, 
which he had made war in a foreign country, far 
from his own, with very different fuccefs, at the 
head of an army compofed, not of Carthaginian 
citizens, but of a mixed body of different na¬ 
tions, not united amongft themfelves either by the 
fame laws or language •, and whofe habits, arms, ce¬ 
remonies, facrifices, and even gods, were different 
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he fhould know how to unite them fo effectually, 
that during fo long a feries of years no difcord be¬ 
tween the troops, or fedicion againft their General, 
fhould arife ? though they often wanted both pro- 
vifions and money in an enemy’s country ; which 
in the firft Punic war had occafioned fo many 
diforders between the Generals and foldiers ? But, 
from the time he had loft his only refource by the 
death of Afdrubal, and the defeat of his army, 
and he had been reduced to retreat into a little 


corner of Bruttium, and to abandon all the reft of 
Italy i who will not think it furprizing that no 
diforder fhould happen amongft the foldiers, in a 
conjuncture when he was in want of all things ? 
For the Carthaginians, who found it highly diffi¬ 
cult to find means to maintain their ground in 
Spain, fent him no more fupplies than if he a- 
bounded in every thing in Italy. And this is one 
of thofe great points, that diftinguifh a man’s fu- 
perior genius, and fhew how high Hannibal’s abi¬ 
lity arofe in the art of war. 

FraUe cf That 0 f Scipio was no lefs admirable. The 
cr * 6 ‘ wife activity of that very young General entirely 

reinftated the Roman affairs in Spain, as the tena¬ 
cious protraftion of Fabius had before done in 
Italy. Such happy beginnings were fuftained by 
an uniform conduct, that never departed from it- 
i'elf in any thing, and by an uninterrupted feries of 
great and noble actions, they exalted his glory to 
the higheft point, and fuccefsfuily terminated the 
moft dangerous war the Romans were ever en- 
gaged in. 

i; V y'j r ._ Livy obferves here, that the affairs of Spain, 
foxxn up- in refpect to the Carthaginians, were almoft in the 
cn tbe af- fame fuuation as thofe of Italy. For theCartha- 
'%a\n & nians having been defeated in a battle, wherein 

Livizviii. their General was taken, had been obliged to re- 

12. tire to the extremities of the province and the 

coafts 
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coafts of the ocean. All the difference was, that 
Spain, as well from the genius of the natives, as n ' ’ ao # 
the nature and fuuation of places, was far more 
proper for reviving a war, not only than Italy, 
but than any other part of the univerfe. Accord¬ 
ingly, though this was the firft province upon the 
terra firma, into which the Romans entered, it is 
however the laft they entirely reduced into fubje- 
£tion : which did not happen till the reign of Au- 
guftus. 

At the time of which we are fpeaking, Scipio Scipio 
gave great proofs of his ability and valour. Af- Z ains a 
drubal, the fon of Gifgo, the moft illuftrious ^^ymr 
the Carthaginian Generals next to thofe of the tbeCar- 
Barcinian family, being returned from Cadiz, en- tbaginiant 
tered Hifpania* Ulterior, With the affiftance of u f^ e , r /S' 
Mago, Hannibal’s brother, he made great levies Mago. *** 
throughout the country, and fet on foot an army Liv.xxviii. 
of f fifty thoufand infantry, and four thoufand I2 —*6- 
five hundred horfe. The two Carthaginian Gene¬ 
rals encamped near || Silpia, in a vaft plain, with 

defign to come to a battle, if the Romans of¬ 
fered it. 

Scipio rightly judged, that he was not in a con¬ 
dition to withftand fuch numerous forces with only 
the Roman legions; and that it was abfolutely ne- 
ceffary to oppofe them, at lead in (hew, with the 
aids of Spain itfelf \ avoiding however to place 
any confidence in thofe Barbarians, and to take fo 
great a number of them into his army, that in 

* That was called Hifpania f Polybius makes this army 
Citerior, which was on this amount to Seventy thoufand 
fide of the river Iberus , in re- foot. 

fpeFt to the Romans ; and that |] Some authors believe , that 
on the other Hifpania Ulterior, it is a city of Hifpania Tarra- 
The latter included Lufi tenia conenjis , called by Polybius, 

(Portugal) and .the countries Helingos. 
on the foutb , 
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6 - cafe of treachery might occafion its ruin, as they 
' had occafioned that of his father and uncle. The 
account of the battle that enfued, will Ihew with 
what wifdom he executed this project. Having 
-fet out from Tarraco, and received a reinforce¬ 
ment under Silanus on his route at * Caftulon, he 

advanced as far as the city of * Baecula with all his 

forces, which amounted to forty-five thoufand 
foot, and three thoufand horfe. 

When the two armies came in view, fome flight 
fldrmifhes palled. After both Tides had fuffici- 
ently tried their force in many fmall engagements, 
Afdrubal was the firft that drew up his troops in 
battle. The Romans immediately did the fame. 
Both armies were polled before the intrenchments 
of their camps, where they flayed in expedlation 
that the other would begin the charge. The 
evening being come without either having moved, 
Afdrubal firft, and then Scipio, made his troops 
re-enter their camp. The fame paffed feveral 
days, without coming to an adion. 

Both parties continued to draw up in the fame 
manner. On the one fide the Romans, and on 
the other the Carthaginians mixed with Africans, 
formed the main body. The Spaniards, who 
were allies either of the Romans or Carthaginians, 
were upon the wings of both armies. Two and 
thirty elephants, placed in front of the Carthagi¬ 
nians, appeared at a diftance like tallies or baftions. 
It was expeded in both camps, that the troops 
would engage in the order they had hitherto been 
drawn up: but Scipio was refolved to change the 
whole difpofition of his army upon the day they 
Ihould actually come to a battle. Over night he 
gave orders, that both men and horfes Ihould eat 

* 

* Theft two rivets were Guadalquivir; Caftulon to the 
iter the fount cf the Bzds cr r.ortb of the river , 
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before day, and that the cavalry fhould hold them- 
felves in readinefs to move on the firft notice. nt,L ^‘‘ C 

It was fcarce day, when he detached all his horfe 
with the light-armed foldiers to attack the polls of 
the Carthaginians. A moment after he fet out 
himfelf with all his infantry ; polling, contrary 
to the opinion of the enemy and his own troops, 
the Roman foldiers upon the wings, and the Spa¬ 
niards in the centre. Afdrubal, awakened by the 
noife of this unforefeen attack, immediately quu> 
ted his tent. He no fooner perceived the Ro¬ 
mans before his intrenchments, the Carthaginians 
in diforder, and the whole plain covered with the 
enemy, than on his fide he lent* his whole cavalry 
againft that of Scipio, and quitted his camp him¬ 
felf at the head of his infantry, without changing 
any thing in the order he had ufed before the 
battle. It was long doubtful between the horfe 
and it was not eafy for it to be decifive on their 
fide ; becaufe thofe who gave way (which happen-, 
ed alternately on both fides) found an allured re¬ 
treat with their infantry. 

But when the two main bodies were not above 
five hundred paces from each other, Scipio put a 
Hop to this aftion, ordering the legions to open, 
and receive the cavalry and light-armed foldiers 
into the midft of them, of which he formed two 
bodies, that he polled with the corps de referve 
behind the two wings: and when he was upon the 
point of charging the enemy, he commanded the 
Spaniards, who were in the centre of his battle, 
to march in clofe order and foftly. As to himfelf, 
he fent from the right wing, which he command¬ 
ed, to tell Silanus and Marcius to extend the left 
wing, at the head of which they were, as they 
Ihould fee him extend the right, and to make the 
mod fpeedy of their horfe and foot advance againft 
the enemy, in order to begin the charge, before 

the 
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a.r. 54S. the battalions in the centre could come to . engage. 

Ante. 206. j-javing lengthened the two wings in this manner, 

they marched fiercely againft the enemy, each with 
three cohorts of foot, three fquadrons of horfe, 
and the light-armed troops, whilft the reft follow¬ 
ed, forming an oblique line with the main body, 
in order to attack the Carthaginians in the flanks. 

There was an hollow in the centre, becaufe the 
Spaniards marched (lowly according to the order 
they had received * and the wings were already en¬ 
gaged, when the Carthaginians and Africans, who 
formed the enemy’s principal force, were not with¬ 
in the difeharge of darts. Befides which, they 
dared not advance to the wings, to aflift thofe who 
were at blows, left they (hould break their centre, 
and expofe it uncovered to the enemy, who were 
upon the point of charging it. Thus the wings 
had two enemies to deal with at once : the cavalry 
and light-armed troops, who had taken a compafs, 
in order to charge them in flank, and the cohorts, 
who attacked them vigoroufly in front, to feparate 
them from the main body. We fee from all that 
has been (aid, what the ability of a great Captain 
can do. 

The wings fought for fome time with much bra¬ 
very : but the heat of the day becoming greater, 
the Spaniards, who had been obliged to quit their 
camp without refrefhment, were too weak to fup- 
port their arms, whilft the Romans, full of fpi- 
rit and vigour, had the farther advantage over 
them, that, by the conduct of their General, 
what was ftrongeft in their army had only to deal 
with what was weakeft in that of the enemy. The 
ftrength and courage therefore of the latter being 
exhaufted, they gave way, keeping their ranks 
however as if the whole army had retreated by or¬ 
der of their General. But the viftor then having 
began to prefs them on all Tides with the more vi¬ 
gour, 
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gour, as he faw them lofe-ground, it was no longed A - R ^54 6 * 
poffible for them to refift, and notwithftanding all Ant,c ' 10 * 
the endeavours and remonftrances of Afdrubal* 
fear prevailing over fhame, they broke, and fled 
with abnndance of terror into their camp ’ The 
Romans would have purfued them into it, and 
made themfelves matters of it, but for a violent 
ftorm, during which fo much rain fell, that it was 
not without great pains, that the victors themlelves 
regained their own camp. ■ * 

Afdrubal feeing that theTrudetani had aban¬ 
doned him, and that all the reft of the allies were 
upon the point of doing the fame, he decamped 
the following night to prevent the evil from fpread- 
ing further. At day-break, Scipio being inform¬ 
ed of the enemy’s retreat, ordered his cavalry to 
purfue them. Though through the miftake of his 
guides their march was lengthened ineffectually, 
they however came up with the enemy, and 
charging them fometimes in the rear and fome- 
times in flank, they harraffed them continually, 
and retarded their flight fufficiently to give the le¬ 
gions time to arrive. From that moment it was 
no longer a battle, but a real flaughter till the 
General himfelf exhorting his troops to fly, efcaped 
to the neighbouring mountains with a body of 
about fix thoufand men, half unarmed. Ail ihe 
reft were either killed or taken. Afdrubal, feeing 
his troops went over continually to the enemy’s 
camp, abandoned the remains of his army, got to 
the fea-coaft during the night, and embarked cn 
board fhips that carried him to Cadiz. 

Scipio having received advice of AfdrubaPs Scipio rs- 
flight, left ten thoufand foot and a thoufand horfe turns t0 
with Silanus, entirely to difperfe the remains of < l arraco '... 
this army. As for himfelf, in fevenry days, he X' xxvill ‘ 
returned to Tarraco. with the reft of his troops, 
examining es'ery-where on his route the conduct, 

which 
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a* ’ 6 which the cities and petty Princes had obferved in 

refpeft to the Romans, and diftributing rewards or 
puniftunents according to their merits. 

Mafinifa After his departure, Mafinilla having taken 
joins the fecret meafures with Silanus, in order to be admit* 

^ mt0 aUko** °f the Romans, went to 
IV ' 1 * Africa with a fmall number of his fubjefts, with 

defign to make his whole nation enter into it. 
Livy gives us no reafon for this change of Mafi¬ 
nilla, and contents himfelf with faying, that the 
conftant fidelity with which he perfevered in the 
amity of the Romans to the end of his life, that 
was very long, leaves room to judge that he did 
not ad without fufficient motives. 

See Li?. But from the account which we lhall give elfe- 
xxiz. 29. w here of the revolutions that happened about this 

time in Numidia, it will appear that the Cartha¬ 
ginians had joined MafiniiTa’s enemies. It was 
probably this, which induced that Prince to quit 
their alliance. And afterwards the marriage of 
Sophonilba, who had been promifed to him, and 
was given to Syphax, made him entirely irrecon- 
cileable in refped to them. 

Mago followed Afdrubal to Cadiz, with the 
{hips the latter had fent back to him. Flight or 
defertion difperfed all the reft of the Carthaginian 
party, abandoned by their leaders, into the neigh¬ 
bouring cities. Nothing farther appeared, at leaft 
confiderable either by number or ftrength. In this 
manner Scipio drove the Carthaginians out of 
Spain, fix years after he took upon him the com¬ 
mand of the armies in that province, and thirteen 
after the beginning of this war between the two 
nations. 

Silanus, having no longer any enemy to op- 
pofe, returned to Scipio atTarraco, and informed 
him, that the war was entirely terminated. 


Some 
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Some time after, L. Scipio arrived at Rome, 
whither his brother fent him with a great number 
of illuftrious prifoners, with the news of Spain's 
being totally reduced. This fpread univerfal joy 
throughout the city. The wifdom and valour of 
that young Hero was extolled to the Ikies. But 
as to himfelf, infatiable of glory, he confidered all 
he had hitherto done, but as a flight (ketch of the 
great enterprizes he meditated. Intent on the de- 
fign of carrying the war to the walls of Carthage, 
he judged it necefiary to concert fome intelligence 
and fupport in Africa. 

Syphax reigned then in the beft part of Numidia, 
over the People called Mafafyli. He was a pow¬ 
erful Prince, but one who piqued himfelf but little 
in point of faith and conftancy to his engagements. 
He had formerly entered into a treaty of alliance 
and amity with the two Scipios, father and uncle 
of him we are now fpeaking of-, and afterwards he 
had gone over again to the party of the Carthagi¬ 
nians. Scipio, who believed he fliould haveocca- 
fion for him in order to fucceed in his great defign, 
endeavoured to regain him, and fent Lselius to 
him with confiderable prefents. Syphax did not 
wait much preffing, He faw at this time the af¬ 
fairs of the Romans profperous on all fides \ and, 
on the contrary, thofe of the Carthaginians decli¬ 
ning continually both in Spain and Italy. He 
however declared, he would conclude nothing but 
with the Roman General in perfon. Laelius re¬ 
turned, having only made Syphax engage for the 
fafety of Scipio’s perfon, in cafe he flhould deter¬ 
mine to come to him. 

That Prince’s amity was of the laft importance 

.to Scipio’s views upon Africa. He was the moft 
opulent King of the country. He had already 
been at war with the Carthaginians. His domini¬ 
ons were very commodioufly fuuated in refpeft to 
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Spain, from which they were only feparated by an 
’ arm of the fea narrow enough. Scipio judged that 
fuch an advantage was well worth expofmg himfelf 
even to a confiderabk danger, and without hefita- 
ting fet out from Carthagena with two Clips, in 
order to have an interview with Syphax. At the 
lame time Afdrubal, the fon of Gifgo, the Car¬ 
thaginian General, who had lately been reduced 
to abandon Spain, retired to the lame Prince with 
feven fhips. He was in the port, when he per¬ 
ceived the two Roman galleys out at fea. He took 
fome pains in order to attack them. But the 
wind, which blew hard, having foon brought Sci¬ 
pio into the port, Afdrubal did not dare to infult 
him, and thought of nothing but going to Sy¬ 
phax, whither Scipio foon followed him. 

Syphax was highly pleafed to fee court made 

to him by two Generals of the two moft powerful 
States of the Univerfe, who came in one day to 
demand his aid and alliance. He invited them 
both to lodge in his palace. He even took pains 
to perfuade them to terminate all their differences 
by an interview. But Scipio excufed himfelf, by 
declaring, that he had no perfonal interefts to ad- 
juft with Afdrubal, nor any powers for treating of 
affairs of ftate with an enemy. However, at the 
King’s requeft, he confented to eat with Afdrubal, 
and even to lie upon the fame bed with him. 

Scipio’s convention had fo many beauties, and 
his addrefs in giving the bent to peoples minds was 
fo great, that, during the entertainment, he not 
only charmed Syphax, a Barbarian Prince, and 
the more eafy to win by a politenefs and compla¬ 
cency entirely new to him, but even Afdrubal, 
the inveterate enemy of the Romans, and of Scipio 
in particular. That Carthaginian owned after- 
■ wards, that this converfation had given him an 
higher idea of Scipio, than all his victories. He 

added. 
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added, that he did ri6t doubt, but that Syphax a. r. 54 6 ;. 
and his kingdom tfould for the future be entirely ,2 ° # 
devoted to the Romans i fuch wonderful art had 
Scipio to infinuate, and gain the confidence of all 
thofe with whom he treated. 

Btic another thought engroffed Afdrnbal, and 
gave him the moft cruel anxiety. “ He righdy 
“ perceived, that it was not for the fake of divert- 
“ ing himfelf along the coafts of the fea, nor to 
“ gratify his curiofity, that a captain of fuch great 
“ reputation-had come to Africa with two galleys, 

“ abandoning his troops in a province newly con- 
“ quered, and had- expofed himfelf in an enemy’s 
<c country to the diferetionary faith of a Prince, 

“ upon which h t had no great reafon to rely. 

<c That the end of this voyage undoubtedly was 
" the defign Scipio had formed to attack Africa. 

# * He knew, that General had long meditated 
cc that conqueft, and openly afked, Why, as 
“ Hannibal had the boldnefs to carry the war 
“ into the heart of Italy, Scipio fhould not go, 
a and- make it at! the gates of Carthage.” He 
concluded from all thefe reafonings, that the Car¬ 
thaginians for the future were not to think of reco¬ 
vering. Spain, but of preferving Africa * and he 
was not mi (taken. 

It might be afked, whether it was confident 
with prudence in Scipio to undertake the voyage 
of which we are fpeaking, and to expofe himfelf 
without necefiity to all the dangers which might 
refult from it. Some moments fooner, Afdrubal 
might have feized his perfon : and what a misfor¬ 
tune would that have been to Rome! Neither did 
he hazard lefs in refpedt to Syphax, a Prince, who 
was not.a Have to his engagements,-and actually 
the ally, of the Carthaginians, and who feeing 
himfelf mafrer of the perfon of their moft formi¬ 
dable enemy, might very naturally be tempted to 

1 a deliver' 
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^06 ^ ver U P t0 th em * We fhall fee Fabius in 
AacC2 °' the fequel reproach him with this aftion as rafti, 

and contrary to rules. But the authority of Fa¬ 
bius, who was extremely prejudiced againft Scipio, 
ought not to be of any great weight here. For 
my part, I dare not venture to determine in fuch a 
doubtful cafe •, and muft leave that to the reader. 
If the event is to determine in fuch a cafe, the an- 
Uy. xxii. f wer were eafy ; but the wife Fabius obferves, that 
39. events teach only fools: Eventus fiultorum magifter 

eft. However it be, Scipio had no reafon to re¬ 
pent his voyage, and did not return into Spain, 
till after having made a league offenfive and defen- 
five with Syphax againft the Carthaginians. Ha¬ 
ving reimbarked on board of his galleys, he re¬ 
turned in four days to the port of Carthagena; 
and immediately applied to the affairs of the pro¬ 
vince. 

The Romans, indeed, had nothing farther to 
fear from the Carthaginians in Spain: but there 
were (till fome cities, whofe inhabitants remem¬ 
bering the animofity they had evidenced againft 
the Romans, remained quiet only through fear, 
and not inclination. The greateft, as well as the 
m oft criminal, were Illiturgis and Caftulon. The 
latter, after having been the ally of the Romans in 
the time of their profperity, had quitted them for 
the Carthaginians, foon after the defeat of the Sci- 
pios and their armies. The people of Illiturgis 
had even fignalized their revolt by egregious cru¬ 
elty, in maflacring fuch of the Romans, as, after 
the lols of the battle, had come to take refuge 
amongft them. Scipio, as foon as he came to 
Spain, well knew what thofe people had deferved: 
but to punifh them was not proper then. Now 
when the tranquility of Spam was reinftated, he 
thought it time to take vengeance of the guilty. 


Accord- 



Veturius, C/ecilius, Confute. 


u? 


Accordingly having made L. Marcius come to 
him from Tarraco, he ordered him to befiege Scipiobe- 
Caftulon with the third part of his troops; and he/'£« and 
moved himfelf with the reft of the army againft ^ r es J^i 
Iiliturgis, where he arrived after five days march, 
attended by Lselius. The inhabitants, inftrufted entirety. 
before-hand by the reproaches of their confciences hiv.xxviii. 
of what they had to fear, had made ail the necef- ^ 9 p p 2< g e ]! 
fary preparations for a good defence. Convinced Hifp.272! 
that they could not efcape puniihments and death, 
they were determined to fell their lives dear. This 
refolution had been generally taken in the place. 

Men and women, old and young, all were fol- 
diers, Fury and defpair ferved them inftead of 
courage, and rendered all exhortations fuperfluous. 

The bcfieged defended themfelves with fo much 
ardour, that this army, which had fubje&ed Spain, 
had more than once the frame of being repulfed 
far from the walls by the burghers of a fingle city, 

Scipio apprehending, that this bad fuccefs might 
difcourage his troops, and increafe the boldnefs of 
the enemy, thought it incumbent upon him to 
ftare in the danger. For this reafon, after having 
reproached the foldiers with their want of vigour, 
he caufed fcaling ladders to be brought, and de¬ 
clared, that he would mount in perfon to attack 
the place, if others refufed to do fo. He was al¬ 
ready at the bottom of the wall, when all the fol¬ 
diers, terrified with the danger, to which they 
faw their General expofed, cried out with one 
voice to him to retire; and at the fame time 


planted their ladders in feveral places at once, and 
went up them with great intrepidity. 

L<elius on his fide did not pufr the attack with 
lefs ardour. It was then, that the befieged began 
to lofe courage, and thofe who defended the walls 
having been beat off, the Romans made them- 
feives matters of them immediately. The citadel 
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at the fame time, in effe6I of the tumult excited in 
’ the city, was taken on the very fide foppofed im¬ 
pregnable, fome African deferters, who ferved in 
the Roman army, having climbed with abundance 
of difficulty to the top of the rock, by ways that 
feemed impracticable. 

The (laughter was horrible, and then was feen 
what rage, hatred, and revenge, are capable of 
doing. No body thought of taking prifoners or 
plunder, though the effeCts of the inhabitants were 
at the diferetion of the foldiers. The viCtors put 
all to the fword that came in their way, and killed 
indifferently men and women,- old and young, 
even to infants at the bread. They afterwards fet 
fire to the houfes, and deftroyed ail that efcaped 
the flames; fo inveterate were they to obliterate 
the lead trace of a city that had made itfelf fo de- 
tedable to them. 

Scipio marched his army from thence to Caftu- 
»Ion, which was defended not only by the Spaniards 
of the place, but by fome Carthaginian troops, 
the remains of A fd rubai’s army, who had fled 
thither. The news of the taking and deftroying 
of Illiturgis had preceded the arrival of Scipio, 
and filled the place with terror and defpair. As 
the cafe of the Carthaginians, who were within it, 
was different from that of the inhabitants, and 
every one thought only of his own intered without 
regard to thofe of others, their mutual didrud foon 
degenerated into open difeord. The befieged de¬ 
livered up Himilco, the Carthaginian commander, 
with his troops and the city, to Scipio. This vi? 
ftory was lefs bloody than the former : and indeed 
the inhabitants of Cadulon were lefs criminal than 
thofe of Illiturgis, and their voluntary furrender 
had very much appeafed the rage of the Romans. 

After this expedition Marcius was detached to 
reduce fuch of the Barbarians, as were not entirely 



Veturius, C-fficiiius, Confuls. 119 


fiibie&ed under the power of the Romans 5 and R * 54 6 * 

_ . . ~, r , . , , , Ant. C.200. 

Scipio returned to Carthagena, in order to thank Gams and 
the Gods for the advantages he had obtained by Combats of 


their proteftion, and to celebrate Games there and Giadiatou 
exhibit combats of Gladiators, for which he had % 
caufed preparations to be made, in honour of his honour of 
father and uricle. bis father 


He Ufed in thefe combats neither (laves, nor ^ u * c l£ 
mercenaries accuftomed to traffic with their blood, 
but all perfons, who voluntarily offered themfdves, 
and without any motive of intereft. Some had 


been fent to him by the country, who were glad 
of an occafion to make known the valour of their 


fubjefts: fome came of themfelves, to make their 
court to Scipio: others out of bravado and through 
emulation had either given or accepted challenges, 
in confeqtience of which they fought. There 
were fome, who agreed to decide quarrels by the 
fword, which they either could not, or would not, 
determine otherwife. Amongft thefe were perfons 
of illuftriotis rank, as Corbis and Orfua twocoofin 


germans, who agreed to decide their difputed 
right to the principality of the city of Ibis by the 
fword. Corbis was the eldeft : but Orfua was the 

t 

fon of the laft poffeffor 5 to whom the elder bro¬ 
ther had bequeathecHhat fovereignty at his death. 
Scipio endeavoured to accommodate the affair ami¬ 
cably, and to reconcile them : but they declared, 
that their neareft relations had already made them 
the fame propofal, which they would not hearken 
to ; and that they would acknowledge no other 

arbiter of their difference but the god Mars, The 
fury with which they fought, chufing rather to die 
than to be in fubjeftion to each other, was at once 
an affe&ing fpeftacle to the army, and a leffon 
highly proper to intimate how great an evil the 
defire of reigning is amongft mankind. The el¬ 
deft was viftorious, and remained peaceable pof- 

I 4 feffor 
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A.K.546. feflor of the city. The battles of the Gladiator's 
am* c*06. were followed by funeral games as magnificent as 

they could be in the province and in a camp. 

Horrible * n mean c * me Scipi°’ s lieutenants afted con- 
Refilaiton formably to his orders in the places to which he 
of the ia- had fent them. Marcius having pafied the river 
habitants received two opulent cities by capitulation, 

^before' w idiout having been obliged to employ the force 
aU hlled. of arms. It was not the fame at Aftapa. The 
Liv-xxviii. Roman army having approached that place in order 

A ’ 23 Bell t0 a ^ ac ^ ' lt * l ^ e ^habitants, who knew that, by 
H^p -j-*'’ their depredations and murthers committed in cold 

J blood,they had incenfed the Romans againft them 
to fuch a degree, that they had no pardon to hope ; 
and befides relying little upon the goodnefs of 
their walls, or the force of their arms, they formed 
a ftrange and favage refolution againft themfelves. 
They piled up in the middle of the public place 
the richeft of their moveables with all their gold 
and filver, placed their wives and children upon 
the tpp of them, and furrounded the whole with 
dry and immediately combuftible wood. They 
afterwards ordered fifty of their ftrongeft young 
men, well armed, to guard in this place, as long 
as the fuccefs of the battle fhould be doubtful, both 


their treafures, and the perfons infinitely dearer 
to them, and when they fhould perceive, that all 
hopes were loft, to fet fire to the pile, and to 
leave nothing confided ta their care upon which 
the enemy could exercife their fury. That as to 
themfelves, if they could not fave the city, nor 
avoid being overcome, they would all perifh in 
battle. They added the moft horrible imprecate 
ons againft thofe, whom want of courage, or the 
hope of laving their lives, fhould prevent from 
executing this defign. 

After having taken .-thefe meafures, they fud- 
denly opened the gates of the city, and charged 

the 
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the Romans with the utmoft fury. Such a falley ^ R - s+«- 
was not expe&ed. Some fquadrons, with the tC ' 10 
light-armed, quitted the camp that moment to 
meet them: but they were vigoroufly repulfed, 
and the Romans had been obliged to fight near 

their intrenchments, if the main body of the le¬ 
gions had not drawn up in battle as foon as pof- 
fible, and marched againft the enemy. Upon 
that the people of Adapa, throwing themfelvea 
defperately into the midft of arms and wounds, 
put the front ranks of the Roman infantry into dis¬ 
order for fome time. But thofe old foldiers op- 
pofing a determinate bravery to the boldnefs and 
temerity of thofe furious people, by the flaughter 
of the foremod quelled the violence of thofe that 
followed them. Seeing however, that none gave 
way, and that being determined on death, they 
differed themfelves to be killed, without quitting 
their polls, they opened in the centre, as it was 
eafy to do in effett of their great number, and 
having furrounded the enemy in the middle, they 
obliged them to clofe up into an orb, and killed 
them all together to the lad man. 

The murther, committed in the city was more 
horrid. For it was fellow-citizens, that flaught- 
ered a multitude of women and children, incapa¬ 
ble from their fex and tender years to make any 
defence ; and afterwards threw their bodies, mod 
of them dill alive, upon a pile purpofely fet on 
fire, whilft the flames were almoft extinguilhed by 
the abundance of blood, that dreamed on all fides -, 
and at length, tired with killing they leaped with 
their arms into the fame flames, to be confumed 
with their own people, whom they had mafiacred 
in fo deplorable a manner. 

Every thing was executed when the Romans 
entered the place ; who at firft were druck with 
horror and adonilhment at fo dreadful a fight. 

But, 
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A^ct% a ^ cer » w h er) they perceived the gold 

‘and filver glittering through the other things, 

which the fire was deftroying, their natural avidity 
had its effeft. They threw themfelves fo eagerly 
into the middle of the flames to take out thofe va¬ 
luable things, that feveral perifhed in them, and 
others were much hurt by the fmoke and fleam, 
thofe who were foremoft not having it in their 
power to fall back, becaufe they were pufhed on 
by thofe behind them, who were defirous to lhare 
in the booty. Thus the city of Aftapa was en¬ 
tirely confumed by fire and fword, without the 
foldiery being able to make any advantage of the 
plunder. 

Marcius had no farther occafion to ufe force for 
reducing all the reft of the country, and having 
entirely reftored tranquility by the terror of his 
arms alone, he led back his victorious troop to 
Carthagena, where Scipio expected him. 

I do not know that hiftory has a more terrible 
example of the fury and rage, to which defpair 
can drive mankind : the odium of it is not to be 


Eztcrpri- 
Zi agai 

C a diz. 
Liv.xiviii. 
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afcribed to the Romans ; the enemy, with whom 
they had to deal, being obftinately determined to 
die, and neither ta afk, nor receive, quarter. 

At the fame time, deferters came from Cadiz, 
who offered Scipio to deliver up that city,, with 
the Carthaginian garrifon, and the General who 
commanded it. Mago had retired thither after his 
defeat, and having drawn together feme fhips up¬ 
on the ocean, had received fome fupplies from the 
coafts of Africa beyond the Straits,, and from the 
nearefl quarters in Spain, by the afiiftance of Han- 
no, a Carthaginian officer. Scipio accepted the 
promife of the deferters, and gave them his own \ 
and having fent thenr back, he made Marcias fet 
out with a body of troops to attack Cadiz by land \ 
whilft Laelius, in eoncerc with him, was to adt 
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againft that city by foa with fovea gallies of three, 
and one of five benches of oars. 

Scipio in the mean time was taken very ill, and Sapid's 
rumour made his fieknefs much more dangerous 
than it really was, as it ufually happens through ° c f 
the natural propenfity of mankind to exaggerate Sedition. ^ 
and magnify what they hear with new circum- Liv.xxviii. 

ftances. The whole province, and efpecially the 
moft diftant quarters, were filled with trouble and HHp* 273’ 
confufion in effeft of this news compounded of— 275. 
true and falfe : and we may perceive what confo- 
quence the reality of that General’s death would 
have had, as a groundlefs rumour of it was at¬ 
tended with fuch dreadful effe&s. The allies be¬ 
came unfaithful, and the foldiers feditious. Man- 
donius and Indibilis, having made their fubjefts 
and a great number of Celtiberians take arms, 
made ineurfions into the territories of the allies of 
the Roman People. But the moft unhappy Cir- 
cumftances of this revolt was, that even the Ro¬ 
man citizens themfelves forgot their duty to their 
country. 

Near Sucro there was a body of eight thoufand ^n'oit °f 
Romans, who had been made to incamp there in the . 


order to awe the People on that fide of the Iberus. damped at 
Thofe troops had began to mutiny, before the Sucro. 
news of Scipio’s illnefs had fpread. Long eafe, 
as ufually happens, had infenfibly produced licen- 
tioufnefs. Accuftomed during the war to live at 
large in the enemy’s country, they fuffered them¬ 
felves with great relu&ance to be kept within 
bounds in time of peace. At firft they only mur¬ 
mured in fecret. If there he JIM any enemies in the 
province , faid thofe foldiers, why do they keep us in 
a country at peace, s where we flay with our arms 
a-crofs in a fiate of'inaBion. Or, if the war he ter? 

minated, why dotft they let us return to Italy ? The 
ne\ys of Scipio’s fieknefs, fcHowed immediately 

with 
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with the rumour of his death, exceedingly in- 
creafed their bad difpofition. They demanded 
their pay with more infolence than became well- 
difdplined foldiers. Upon the guards they were 
fo infolent as to infult the Tribunes, when they 
walked the rounds, and many went out to maraud 
in the neighbouring villages, whofe inhabitants 
were allies of the Romans. And laftly, in open 
day, and without regard to orders, they quitted 
their colours, and went where they pleafed, with¬ 
out a (king permiffion of their officers. They had 
no longer any regard in the camp either to the 
laws of war, or the authority of the officers : the 
caprice and will of the foldiers were their foie rule 
and director. 

They however (till retained an appearance of a 
Roman camp, folely with the hope of rendering 
their Tribunes the accomplices of their fedition and 
diforder. With this thought, they fuffered a 
council of war to affemble in the great parade, 
they gave the watch-word, and kept guard in their 
turns as ufual. Thus, though they had in reality 
entirely thrown off the yoke, they however made 
it a law to themfelves to retain the outfide of obe¬ 
dient foldiers. But at length when they perceived, 
that their Tribunes difapproved their conduft; 
that they were determined to reform it, and re- 
fufed to join in their revolt, and enter into their 
confpiracy, they no longer obferved any mcafures, 
and the fedition broke out openly. They drove 
their officers out of the camp, and unanimoufly 
transferred the command to two private foldiers 
the authors of the fedition, who were C. Albius 
of Cals, and C. Atrius of Umbria. Thcfe two 
infolent perfons did not content themfelves with 
the enfigns of legionary Tribunes 5 they had 
the impudence to affume the marks of fupreme 
power, and to caufe the rods and axes to be carried 

befoie 
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before them •, without confidering, that the fuperb A Aa f c »^ 
equipage they employed for keeping others in re- 
fpeft and awe, would foon be the inftruments of 
the punifhment their crime had deferved. 

The mutineers expefted every moment couriers 
with the news of Scipio’s funeral. But feveral days 
having patted without any confirmation of the re¬ 
port of his death, they began to enquire out the 
firft authors of it, every one lhifting it from him- 
felf, and chufing rather to feem to have believed 
too lightly the news, than to have invented it. 

It was then, that the ringleaders of the mutiny, 
feeing themfelves no longer fupported with the fame 
ardour as had been expreffed at firft, began to 
look on the fafces, which they had foolifhly af- 
fumed, with terror, and to tremble at the effedts 
of a legitimate authority, upon the point of letting 
fall upon them the whole weight of a juft ven¬ 
geance. 

The fedition was now, if not extinguifhed, at Sfifimfit 
leaft much damped, when couriers, upon whom '4 
they might rely, brought advice, firft that Scipio 
was alive, and next that he was abfolutely out of anipnnifr- 
danger. Soon after, feren legionary Tribunes, in tbt 
fent by Scipio, arrived in the camp. The fightM"™- 
of thefe officers at firft incenfed the foldiers, but 
their obliging and familiar behaviour, attended 
with an air of kindnefs and good will, foon made 
every body quiet. They intruded themfelves into 
the knots of foldiers difcotirfwg together, and 
fhared in the converfation ; and without reproach¬ 
ing them in the leaft with their paft conduft, they 
only feemed curious to be informed of the occafion 
of their difcontent and alarms. The foldiers com¬ 
plained of not having been paid upon the fixed 
days. They added, that it was by their valour 
the glory of the Roman name had been preferved, 
as well as the province, which the deaths of the 

twp 
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a. R. >46- two Scipio’s, and the defeat of their armies, had 
An£ ‘ c# ‘expofed to the utmoft danger. The Tribunes 

replied, that their complaints were juft* and their 
demands reafonable *, and that they fliould not fail 
to inform the General of them. That they Were 
infinitely pleafed, that nothing wotfe had happen¬ 
ed : that it was eafy to give them fatisfa&ion : that 
Sdpio and the Commonwealth were in a condition* 
and intended, to beftow upon their fervices and 
valour the rewards they had deferved. 

Scipio was at no lofs, when the queftion Was* to 
make war•, That was his trade: but never having 
experienced fedition before, it gave him fome 
difficulty. He was terrified with etfeeffes in his 
army, that left no room for clemency: and he 
was afraid of carrying feverity too far. He re- 
folved to ad with prudence and moderation, as he 
had already began. In order to this, he fent thofe 
to the tributary cities, who collected the revenues 
of the Commonwealth; and That gave the foldiers 
hopes, that they Ihould immediately be paid their 
arrears. Some days after he publifhed a decree, 
by which they were commando! to come to Car- 
thagena to receive their pay, feparately by com¬ 
panies, or all together, if they chofe it. The fe¬ 
dition was already much weakened: but when it 
was known, that the People of Spain, who had 
taken arms, had laid them down, it was entirely 
exdnguiffied. For Mandonius and Indibilis had 
no fooner received advice, that Scipio was in per- 
fcd health, than they abandoned their enterprize, 
and returned into their countries. In effedt there 
was neither Roman, nor ftranger, that the foldiers 
of Sucro could affociate in their revolt. 

After many reflexions, they made the only 
choice that offered; which was to put their fate 
into the hands of their General, whether he thought 
fit to ufe a juft rigour in refped to them, or fhould 

incline 
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incline to clemency* of which they did not entirely A * 
defpair. “ They reprefented to themfelves, that * 
^ he had frequently pardoned enemies conquered 
“ by the force of arms: that in their (edition 
“ there had not been a Angle fword drawn, nor a 
** drop of blood fhed. That having been fair 
from carrying their crime to the laft excefe, 

. u they did not deferve to be treated with the ex- 
u cefs of rigour.” They flattered themfelves with 
thefe thoughts, according to the natural propenfuy 
of mankind to palliate and excufe their faults'. 
They were only in doubt whether 1 they (hould go 
for. their pay all together, or by feparate compa¬ 
nies. They chofe to-do what they thought fafeft j 
which was not to feparate. 

Scipio on his. fide deliberated on the conduft it 
was neceflary to obferve in refped to them. Some 
were for confining the punilhment to the ringlead¬ 
ers, who were about thirty-five: others believed 
fo. criminal a fedition required a.more general pu- 
nifhment. The opinion for lenity prevailed. At 
the breaking up of the council,, the foldiers, who 
were in Carthagena, were ordered to hold them¬ 
felves in areadinefs to march.againft the revolted 
Spaniards, and to provide fubfiftence for feveral 
days. And it was given out, that the Council 
lately held was upon this expedition. 

When the rebels were near Carthagena* they 
were informed, that all the troops Scipio had in 
that city, were to fet out under the command of 
Silanus. This news did not only deliver them 
from the dread and anxiety the remembrance of 
their crime gave them, but occafioned - great’ joy 
amonglHhem. They imagined, that their Gene¬ 
ral was upon the point of remaining along with 
them, and that they fhould be more in a condition 
to give him law, than to receive it from him. 

They entered, thexity towards the dole of the day, 

and 
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A.R. 54** and law the troops of Carthagena making all pre- 
Ant ’ c ' xo ^‘parations for their departure. 

During the night, thofe who were to be punilh- 
ed, were feized. Good meafures were taken to do 
it without noife. Towards the end of the night, 
the baggage of the army, which as it was pre¬ 
tended was to fet out, began its march. At the 
break of day the troops advanced out of the city, 
but flopped at the gate, and guards were polled 
at all the other gates, to prevent any one whatfo- 
ever from coming out. 

After thefe precautions, thofe who arrived the 
night before came to the affembly, to which they 
had been fummoned, with an air of haughtinefs 
and arrogance, as people, who by their cries were 
upon the point of giving the General terror, and 
far from fearing any thing from him. Scipio then 
afcended his tribunal ; and at that inllant the 
troops who had been made to march out of the 
city having re-entered under arms, furrounded the 
unarmed foldiers affembled round their General, 
as was the cuftom. At that moment all their in- 
fblence forfook them, as they owned afterwards j 
and what terrified them moft, was the vigour and 
healthy look of Scipio, whom they expeded to 
find languid and weak with long ficknefs, and a 
vifage more fierce and enraged, than they had 
obferved him to have on a day of battle. He con¬ 
tinued fitting for fome time without faying any 
thing, till he was informed that the authors of the 
fedition had been carried to the publick place, and 
that all things were ready. 

Then caufing filence to be made by a Li&or, 
he fpoke in terms to this effect: I never thought , 
that when 1 was to Jpeak to my foldiers , J could have 
been at a lofs for what to fay . However , at this time , 
both thoughts and exprejfion fail me. I do not know 
what name to give you . Shall I call you citizens ; 

' you, 
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you, who* have revolted againjl your country, you, 
who have thrown off your obedience to your General's 
authority, and violated the - religion of the oath in 
which you had bound your/elves t to him ? Or Jhall 1 
call you enemies ? You have the out fide, the .afpeils, 
the habits of citizens: but your actions, language, 
and confpiracies fhew you to be enemies. And accord¬ 
ingly,* wherein have your intentions and hopes differed 
from thofe of the Spaniards ? You are even more cri¬ 
minal, and more frantic than them . For, after all, 
they followed, as the leaders of their phrenfy, Man- 
donius and Indibilis, Princes of the blood royal: 
whereas you have had the bafenefs to acknowledge an 
Atrius and an Albius for your Generals , both the vile 

the infamous dregs of the army . Deny that you have 

had any Jhare in fo detefiable, fo extravagant, a de- 
fign . Affirm, that it was the contrivance of a fmall 
number of frantic abandoned wretches . 1 Jhall be glad 
to believe you *, and it is my intereft fo to do. • 

As to me, after having driven the Carthaginians 
out of Spain, 1 did not imagine, confidering the con¬ 
duct I have obferved, that there was a Jingle place in 
the whole province, where my life was hateful, or a 
Jingle man that could defire my death. How much 
was I deceived in this hope ! Yhe moment the report 
of my death fpread in my camp, my foldiers, my own 
foldiers, not only heard it with indifference, but even 

expelled the confirmation of it with impatience. I am 
far from thinking, that the whole army thought in 
the fame manner . If I believed that, I could no 
longer fupport a life become fo odious to all my coun¬ 
try, and to all my foldiers , and Jhould facrifice it 
here before your eyes. 

But not to fpeak of what concerns me. I .el us flip - 
pofe, that you believed my death with more precipi¬ 
tation than joy, and that 1 did not deferve your at - 
lachmenl and fidelity fo much as I imagined ; wloat 
had your country done to you , that you fhould betray 
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it by joining Mandonius and Indibilis ? What had 
the Roman People done to you, that you Jhould turn 
your arms againft them ? What injury had you re¬ 
ceived from them, to deferve fucb a revenge ? What! 
did your not being paid a few days during the illnejs 
of your General , feem a fufficient reafon for vio¬ 
lating all laws human and divine ? In former times 
an unjuft fentence and an unhappy banif/ment , in¬ 
duced Coriolanus to befeege Rome. But the refpeft 
alone that he owed bis mother , wrefted Ins arms out 
of bis bands , and obliged kirn to renounce bis enter- 
poize. 

And after all , what was the end of yours , and 
what advantage did you expect from fb frantic and 
criminal a confpiracy? Were you in hopes of depriving 
lbs Reman People of the pojjeffion of Spain, and of 
making yourfehes mafters of it ? But, Jhould I have 
died , would the Commonwealth have ended with my 
life ? Would the fovereignty of the Roman People 
i ave expired with me ? May the Gods forbid , that 

the duration of a State founded under their aufpices to 
fubftft eternally , Jhould become equal, and be limited , 
to that of a frail and perijhable body like mine. The 
Roman People have furvived the lofs of Pattlus Mini- 
Hus, Marcellus, the two Scipios my father and uncle, 
and the- many illuftrious Generals who have perifhed 
in the fame war and will furvive a thoufand others, 
whom the fword or difeafe may carry off. You cer¬ 
tainly loft ail reafon and fenfe, when you abandoned 
your duty ; and you can be confidered only as People 
fcized with phrenzy, and dift raft ion. 

But let all that is paft be buried, if poffible, it; 
eternal oblivion, or at leaft in profound filence . For 
my part, I jhall reproach you with it no more: and 
may you forget, as entirely as I Jhall, the exceffes you 
have ran into. As to what regards you in general, 
if you repent of your crime, I am fatisfied. As to 
Albius ^ Atrius , and the other wretches^ who have 

cor - 
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corrupted yoUi they fhaBr. expiate their crime: with A - R ' 5^* 
their Mood. If you have recovered the-ufe of your Ant,c * 2q< * < 
reafon 9 their pumjhment will not only give you no 
Dam , but even be agreeable to you: for. they have 
wronged none fo much as you . 

As foon as Scipio had done, all that was capable 
of -giving terror to their fouls was exhibited, as 
had bfcen concerted, to their eyes and ears; The 
foldiers of the other army, who had furrounded 
the atfemb!y, began to ftr’ike their fwords upon 
their fhields, and at the fame inftant the voice of 
the herald, fummoning thofe who had been .con¬ 
demned into the council. • After having been di¬ 
verted of their cloaths, ’they: were dragged into the 
middle of the affembly, ‘and the -inftruments of 
their punilh'ment were immediately brought out. 

Whilft they were faftening to ftakes, whipt with 
rods, and their heads were cut off, their accom¬ 
plices remained without motion, and- fo ft ruck 

with dread, that not a Angle complaint, nor fo 
much as a groan, efcaped them. 

The executed bodies were afterwards removed 
from the middle of the place, which care-was ta¬ 
ken to cleanfe; and the foldiers having all been * 
called one after another, took a new oath in Sci- 
pio’s name to the Tribunes, and at the fame inftant 
all their arrears were paid them. 

Something would have been wanting to Scipio’s Ajmirdlt 
glory, if his addrefs in giving the due bent of mint), ® U'domof 
and his ability in tranfa&ing the moll delicate af- Inner 
fairs, qualities abfolutely neceffary in government, ofaaing 
had not been put to a Trial. The affair of which in refpea 
1 am fpcakine, that is to fay, the open revolt of a totbert - 
body Of eight thouland men, was one ot great Sli(r ^ 
difficulty. To treat an whole army with exceffive 
rigour was improper •, and fuch a crime' ought 
not to pafs unpunifhed. Rigour and indulgence in 
excefs, were equally dangerous. Accordingly our 

K 2 General 
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a.1 ^54 6 - General took the wife mean between thofe two 
c ‘extremes, by making the punifliment fall only upon 
a few of the molt criminal, and pardoning all the 
reft; but after a reprimand the more lively and 
fenfible, as it was tempered with mildnefs, and le¬ 
nity, and feemed only ftrong in effed of reafon 
and truth. We have feen, and admired, the pre¬ 
cautions which he took to enable himfelf to per¬ 
form fo terrible an execution without any danger 
or rifque. 1 c, no doubt, coft Scipio’s good heart 
abundance of pain *, and we (hall prefentiy fee him 
explain himfelf upon that head. A General does 
not refolve to cut off and deftroy fome mortified 
members, but with intent to fave the whole body. 
According to Plato quoted by (a) Seneca, the wife 

man does not punilh, becaufe men have offended ; 
for the paft is not fufceptible of correction; but 
that they may not tranfgrefs for the future: and 
this is effeded by exemplary punifhment, which 
prevents others from falling into the like misfor¬ 
tune. All this requires great wifdom *, and we 
muft allow it appears here evidently in the con- 
dud of Scipio. Thus terminated the revolt oi 
Sucro. 


SECT. II. 

Ineffectual attempt of Lcrfius and Marcius upon the 
city of Cadiz. Sea-fight between Lcelius and Ad- 
berbal in the Straits , Lee Hus and Marcius return 
to Scipio. That General marches againfl Mando- 
mus and Indibilis , and defeats them entirely. In - 

[a) Nam, ut Plato ait, ne- dentis exempla fieri, palam 
' mo prndens punit, quia pec- occidet, non tantum ut pe- 
caturn eft, fed ne peccetur. reant ipfi, fed ut aiios pere- 
Rcvocari. enira prsterita non undo deteFreant. Sense, dt 
pofTunt: futura prohibentur; Ira. I. 16. 

& quos volet uequitis male ce- 

dibilis 
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Mills fends bis brother Mandonius to Scipio , who 
pardons them. Interview of Scipio and Majiniffa. 
Mago receives orders to join Hannibal in Italy. 
He makes an ineffectual attempt upon Carthagena. 
He returns to Cadiz y where they jhut the gates 
againft him. Mago goes to the iflands Baleares . 
Cadiz furrenders to the Romans , Scipio returns 
to Rome. He is created ConfuL Deputation from 
the People of Saguntum to the Romans. Difpute 
concerning Scipio's deftgn of carrying the war into 
Africa. Fabius's difcourfe againft Scipio. Scipio 9 s 
anfwer to Fabius . Reflection upon the difcourfe of 
Fabius. Scipio , after fame fufpence y refers the af¬ 
fair to the Senate , who give him pemiffion to go to 
Africa. Fabius oppofes Scipitfs enter prize ^ as 
much .as poffible. Wonderful zeal of the allies for 
the latter. He fets out for Sicily , and his collegue 
for Brutlium. Mago lands in Italy , and feizes 
Genoa. 


L ET us now go back to Lselius and Marcius, 
who had fee out, as we faid above, the firft 
with a fquadron of eight fhips, and the latter by 
land to befiege Cadiz j of which they expedted to 
make themfelves matters eafily, in effedt of a fe- 
cret correfpondence carried on by the Romans in 
the place. They were deceived in their hopes. 
Mago, who was then in the place, had difeovered 
the confpiracy, feized all the accomplices, and 
made the Praetor Adherbal carry them to Carthage. 
The latter, in confequence, having put them on 
board a galley of five benches of oars, made it fee 
out foremoft, becaufe it was the heavieft, and fol¬ 
lowed it clofe with eight galleys of three benches. 
When the galley of five benches entered the Straits, 
Lselius, quitting the port of Carteia with a galley 
of the fame burthen, and followed by feven others 
of three benches, vigoroufly attacked Adherbal 
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^ R c 5 ^6 anc ^ ^P ? * a< ^* on t )e g an immediately, 

' but had no reiemblance of a fea-fight. The dex¬ 
terity of the pilots, the efforts of the rowers, and 
the orders of the commanders, were all ufelefs. 
The rapidity of the current in thefe ftraits folely 
determined ali the operations of the fight, and car¬ 
ried away the galleys fometimes to one fide and 
fometimes to the other. However in the mid It of 
this diforder and confufion the quinqueremis of the 
Romans Tank two triremes of the enemy, and broke 
all the oars on one fide of a third, along fide of 
which it paffed with impetuofity. It would have 
treated all the reft in the fame manner, if Adher- 
bal, with five that remained, had not got out to 
the main fea with the help of his fails. 

Lali’jscrJ Laslius returned victorious to Carteia, where he 
Msrcius was informed of all that had happened at Cadiz : 

that the confpiracy had been difcovered, that the 
Liv.xiviii. confpirators had been fent to Carthage, and that 

the officer had entirely mifcarried. Seeing that no 
farther hope remained of its fucceeding, he wrote 
to L. Marcius, that the only choice they had to 
make was to return to their General: which both 
did fome days after, and rejoined Scipio at Car- 
thagena. 

Their departure delivered Mago from great un- 
eafinefs; and the news he heard of the revolt of 
the Illergetes, made him conceive a great defign* 
He fent deputies to the Senate of Carthage, who 
exaggerating exceedingly the revolt of the Iller¬ 
getes, and the fedition that had happened in the 
Roman camp, concluded, that aids Ihould be fent 
to Mago, adding that by that means he flattered 
himfelf with rein dating the Carthaginians in the 
poffeffion of Spain, which they had received from 
their anceflors. 


Mandonius 
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Mandonius and Indibilis being returned into f R - 54 s- 

* • j • r • r\ Ant. C, 3#O0* 

their country, remained quiet lome time, 'expect¬ 
ing to hear what the Roman General could do in 
refpeft - to the fedition, and not defpairing, if the 
citizens were pardoned, to obtain the fame grace 
themfelves. But, when they were informed of the 
rigour with which the guilty had been punifhed, 
they concluded, that they ftiould not be treated 
with lefs feverity themfelves. For this reafon, 
having made their fubjefts take arms again, and 
having drawn together the auxiliary troops, which 
they had before, with an army of twenty thoufand 
foot, and two thoufand five hundred horfe, they 
entered the country of the * Sedetani, where they 
had incamped in the beginning of the fedition. 

We find that they foon after repaired the Iberus, 
and returned into their own dominions. 

Scipio having eafily regained the affeftion of his Sci P'° 
fotdiers, both by paying them their arrears with- n ^ in ^ 
out regard to guilty or innocent, and the good re- Mandonius 
ception he gave them all indifcriminately,-thought andlndi- 
it incumbent on him to fpeak to them, before he 
led them againft the enemy. He therefore affem- J e j- eots 
bled the army, and after having expreffed himfelf them. Liv. 
warmly againft the revolt and perfidy of the rebel xxvi ”- 3 l » 
Princes, he added ; “ That he was going to fet 
“ out in order to revenge their crime with difpofi- 
“ tions highly different from thole he had when 
“ it was neceffary for him to bring over citizens 
“ to their duty, who had departed from it. That 
“ had been to him like tearing his own entrails, 

to fee himfelf reduced to expiate by the death 
“ of thirty wretched men, a fault, whether of im- 
“ prudence or malignity, that affefted eight thou- 
“ fand foldiers; and that that execution had coft 
“ many tears and groans. But that at prefent he 


* This people inhabited the foutbern fart of dm*on> on this 
fide of the Iberus, 
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A. R- 546- cc was going with exprefs intent to fhed the guilty 
am.c,*o$. 4{ y o0 y 0 f a f ore ign nation, which through de* 

“ teftable perfidy, had lately broke through the 
“ only ties between them and him, that is to fay 
cc thofe of faith and alliance. That as to his 
“ army, befides its being compofed only of citi- 
“ zens and Latin allies, he faw with pleafure, 
that there was fcarce any foldiers in it, who had 
not been brought out of Italy into Spain either 
“ by his unde Cn. Scipio, his father, or himfelf. 
cc That the name of Scipio was dear to them *, 
that they had all been accuftomed to fight un- 
“ der their aufpices •, that on his fide he was in 
44 hopes of leading them back to Rome to fhare 
“ in the triumph they had acquired him by their 
“ valour *, and that he alfo flattered himfelf, that 
“ when he fhould (land for the Confulfliip, they 
would intereft themfelves as much for him, as 
44 if the honour of the whole army were in que- 
44 ftion. That as to the expedition they were go- 
44 ing upon, they muft forget their pad exploits, 
44 if they confidered it as a real war. That the 
44 Illergetes, againft whom they were to march, 
44 were to be regarded as robbers, who were fit 
41 only for pillaging lands, burning houfes, and 
41 driving off the cattle of their neighbours: that 
44 when the queftion was to fight in order of bat- 
44 tie, they placed their whole refource, not in the 
44 force of their arms, but the Jightnefs of their 
44 heels. That therefore with the protection of 
44 the Gods they fhould follow him to punifh ralh- 

44 nefs and perfidy.” 

He difmiffed them after this difcourfe, giving 
them orders to hold themfelves in readinefs to 
march the next day. Accordingly he fet out as 
he had faid, and in ten days arrived upon the 
banks of the Iberus. He paffed that river with- 
put lofs of time, and after four more days march 

incampeci 
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ineamped in fight of the enemy. The rebels, 54^ 
were drawn into an ambufcade firft, and defeated 
with great lofs. This blow only ferved to irritate 
them •, and the next morning they appeared in or¬ 
der of battle. The aftion paflfed in a valley not 
very fpacious. The Spaniards were entirely de¬ 
feated. Their cavalry, and two thirds of their 
foot were cut in pieces. The other third, which 
had not afted in the battle, becaufe the ground 
was too narrow, efcaped from the viftors with the 
two Princes, who were the authors of the revolt. 

The Romans made themfelves mafters of the ene¬ 
my’s camp, where they took three thoufand prifo- 
ners, befides the plunder of all kinds which fell 
into their hands. They loft on this occafion 
twelve hundred men, both citizens and allies, and 


had above three thoufand wounded. The viftory 
had not been fo bloody, if the battle had been 
fought on a more extenfive ground, and one from 
which it had been eafier to fly. 

Indibilis renouncing a war in which he had been IndibUU 
fo unfuccefsful, believed in the bad ftate of his a [J endi his 

fairs, that he had not a more affured refource than ^Indmus 
in Scipio’s clemency, of which he had already toScipio, 
made an happy trial. He therefore fent his bro- wbo P ar - 
ther Mandonius, who, having proftrated himfelfp W ^®: 
at the victor’s feet, “ afcribed all that had paffed 3 ^'* XVI11, 
cc to an unhappy fatality, which had everywhere 
diffufed the poifonous contagion of revolt, and 
<c had infe&ed in a manner againft their wills, 
u not only the Illergetes and Lacetani, but the 
“ Romans themfelves. That after the crime they 
“ had committed, himfelf, his brother, and all 


<< 

a 

cc 
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their fubje&s had abfolutely determined, either 
to reiign to Scipio, if he required it, the lives 
they held from his goodnefs, or to devote the 
reft of them to his fervice, if he was fo generous 

to preferve them a fecond time. That they 
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^ R - £C entirely fubmiteed their fate to the viftor, and 

44 expected nothing but what his mercy ^fhould 
44 vouch fa fe them.” 

Scipio after having warmly reproached as well 
the prefent as the abfent brother with their perfidy, 
added, 44 That they had merited death by their 
44 crime, but that his goodnefs arid that of the 
44 Roman People gave them their lives. That he 
44 Ihould not difarm them, as it was ufual to treat 
44 revolted States, it not being neceflary to take that 
44 precaution againft a revolt he did not fear. 
44 That he would neither exadt hoftages from them 
44 to fecure their fidelity, becaufe, if they failed in 
“it, his indignation lliould fall upon them, and 
44 not upon the innocent. That having experi- 
46 enced what the lenity and wrath of the Roman 
44 People could do, it was for them to chufe the 
44 one or the other, and whether they had rather 
“ have them for friends or enemies.” 

After having fpoke thus to Mandonius, he dif- 
miffed him, demanding of him only a certain fum, 
which he intended for the payment of his troops. 
As for himfelf, after having ordered Marcius to 
march into Hifpania ulterior, and to wait for him 
there, and fent Silanus back to Tarraco, he con¬ 
tinued fome time in the fame place ; to receive from 
the Illergetes the money he had demanded of 
them: after which he rejoined Marcius at no 
great diftance from the ocean with great dili¬ 


gence. 
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gotiation between Scipio and Mafiniffa, becaufe 
that Prince would treat only with the General in 
perfon. This obliged Scipio at that time to un¬ 
dertake fo long a journey, that removed him fo 
far from the province of Tarraco, where he in¬ 
tended to embark in order to return to Rome. 

Mafinifia was at Cadiz. As foon as he was in¬ 
formed 
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formed by Marcius of Scipio’s arrival, to have a *' n f 
pretext for removing, he told Mago, that his 
horfes were deftroyed by remaining in the ifland, 
that they were a great burthen to the inhabitants, 
at the fame time that they fuffered much them- 
felves from the general fcarcity of provifions ♦, be- 
fides which, that a long ina&ion had enervated his 
.troops. By thefe remonftrances he induced the 
Carthaginian General to permit him to go to the 
continent, to ravage the adjacent countries of the 
Spaniards. From thence, he fent three of the 
principal Numidians to Scipio, to fettle the time 
and place for an interview, with orders to two of 
them to remain with him as hoftages. The third 
was fent back to Mafinifla, to bring him to the 
place afiigned by Scipio, and they both repaired 
thither attended only by a fmall train. 

The Numidian Prince had already conceived 
an high idea of Scipio’s merit from the rumour 
only of his great exploits; and had formed to 
himfelf the image of an hero in his perfon. But 
the fight of him rofe much upon his imagination, 
and exceedingly increafed the efteem and venera¬ 
tion, with which he was already prejudiced in fa¬ 
vour of Scipio. (a) And in effeft, the noble and 
majeftic air which he naturally had, was exalted 
by the length and beauty of his hair, and the 
manly and military choice of his drefs, which had 
nothing affefted, or that favoured of luxury, in it. 
Befides which, he was then in the vigour of life, 
and the healthy plight of body he had recovered 
after a long and dangerous illnefs, had in a manner 
renewed the flower of youth in him, which (till 

(/*) Prasterquam quod foapte ac miHtaris ; & stas in medio 
natnra multa roajeflas inerat, virium robore, quod plenius 
adornabat promifla canaries, nitidiufque ex morbo velut re- 
habitufque corporis, non cul- novatus fiosjuvent# faciebat. 
tus munditiis* fed virile vere Liv % 


exalted 
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546- exalted his figure. Mafinifla, ftruck with afto- 
^ - ' nifhment at the firft fight of him, began by re¬ 
turning him thanks for fending him back his ne¬ 
phew without ranfom. He allured him, 44 That 
“ from thenceforth he had ardently defired the oc- 
44 cafion of an interview with him, and that he 
44 had feized it with joy, the moment the good- 
44 nels of the Gods had made it prafticable. That 
44 he paffionately defired to do him and the Ro- 
44 man People fuch fervices, as never foreign 
44 Prince had rendered them before. That though 
44 he had always had that defire, hitherto he had 
44 not had it in his power to put it in execution in 
44 Spain, which in refpefl: to him was an unknown 
44 and foreign country : but that he affured him- 
44 felf, he fhould be able to effeft it in his native 
44 land Africa, where by the right of birth he 
44 was called to the throne. That if the Romans 
44 would fend Scipio thither at the head of an 
44 army, he was certain that the power of Carthage 
44 would foon be at an end.” 

This interview and difcourfe gave Scipio great 
joy. He knew that Mafiniffa and his Numidians 
formed the whole llrength of the enemy’s ca¬ 
valry. Befides which, he thought he faw marks 
of a noble and exalted courage in the vifage and 
eyes of that young Prince. Having given each 
other their promife, Scipio returned to Tarraco, and 
Mafinifla to Cadiz, after having, in concert with 
the Romans, carried off fome plunder from the 
adjacent countries, in order that he might not 
Magi re- feem to have made an ufelefs voyage to the conti- 


€ewa$r. n enr. 

iHra /Mago feeing the hope he had founded princi- 
atdjm pally upon the fedition of the Roman foldiers, 
h'u brother and afterwards upon the revolt of Indibilis, had 
EamibaL vaniQied, and that the affairs of Spain were abfo- 
wxxvuL ] ute jy defperate, he prepared to repafs into Africa, 

App. 275. when 
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when he received orders from the Senate of Car- R - 54«- 
thage to repair to Italy with the fleet which he nt ' 10 ‘ 
had at Cadiz; to take into, his pay as many Gauls 
and Ligurians as he could, and to go and join 
Hannibal, in,order to keep up thefpiritof a war, , 
which had been began with fo much ardour, and 
of which the firft fuccefies had been fo glorious. 

In order to execute this command, befides the mo¬ 
ney that had been fent him from Carthage, he 
took great fums from Cadiz, having plundered 
not only the public treafury of that city, but the 
temples of the Gods, and forced every individual 
to bring him all the gold and filver they had. 

With thefe aids he put to fea } as he coafted Hi mates 
along Spain, having landed his foldiers at no great ™ 
diftance from Carthagena, he plundered the neigh- 
bouring countries, and afterwards made his fleet Carthage - 
approach the city itfelf. There having kept his na : 
foldiers in their fhips during the day, he made Llv< ^ 
them land in the night, and led them to that part 
of the wall, by which the Romans had attacked 
and taken the place, believing that the garrifon, 
which had been left in it, was not fufficiently 
ftrong for its defence, and that the inhabitants 
perhaps, diffatisfied with the prefent government, 
might make fome commotion, of which he might 
take the advantage. He was entirely miftaken in 
his hopes. On the firft approach of the Carthagi¬ 
nians, the Romans, having opened the gate of the 
city, fell upon them with great cries, and having 
made a great flaughter of them, purfued them as 
far as the coaft. 

Mago having reimbarked, went to Cadiz in He returns 
order to re-enter it. But not being received, he fo Cadiz , 
came to an anchor with his fleet at Cimbis, a fmall f b w ^ iC f 
port not far from that place. From thence he are p ut 
fent deputies into the ifland, to complain to the againft 
inhabitants, that they had tout their gates againft 

him, 
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•him, who was their 'friend andafly. They laid 
' the blame upon the populace, Who, is they faid, 
intended thereby to revenge themfelvfes for fome 
plunder his fotdiers had committed before they 
embarked. He demanded to fpeak with the prin¬ 
cipal magiftrates. They were no foorier ebtfle to 
him, than he caufed them to be crucified, after ha¬ 
ving flayed them with fcourges. It was in this 
manner he treated the chief perfons of a city, not 
only in alliance with Carthage, but Which had one 
common origin with it. For Cadiz was alfo a 
colony of Tyre. From thence he failed to the 
ifland Pityufa, fituated an hundred miles from the 
Continent, and inhabited at that time by the Phoe¬ 
nicians. His fleet was very well received there -, 
and they fupplied him not only with' provifions in 
abundance, but alfo with men and arms, to make 
up the lofs he had fudained before Carthagena. 

Mago failed afterwards to the iflands Baleares, 
fifty miles from thence. There are two iflands of 
that name-, now called Majorca and Minorca. 
The greateft, which was alfo the mod confiderable 
by the number of its inhabitants and loldiers, had 
a port, where he was in hopes of palling the winter 
commodioufly, into which he was upon the point 
of entering. But as foon as the Carthaginians ap¬ 
proached, the Balearians poured fo dreadful a 
fhower of (tones upon them, that far from daring 
to come into the port, they made to fea with the 
utmoft hade. Every body knows, that the Ba¬ 
learians were the mod expert people in the world 
at ufing the fling. They were formed to this ex- 
ercife from their earlied infancy, and were not dif¬ 
fered to breakfad, till they had hit a mark with 
the fling. Mago went to the lead of thefe iflands, 
which was fertile enough, but lefs populous- and 
warlike than the other. Here he was more Jfuc- 
cefifu!, and raifed two thoufand auxiliary troops, 

and 
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and having fent them to Carthage to pafs the wirt- a. r 546. 
ter, he caufed his (hips to be drawn on fhore. It nc ‘ i0 * 
appears, that it was from this Mago that the port 
of Minorca was called Port-Mahon ! y Tortus Mago- 
ms. As foon as Ma£o had abandoned the cbafts 
of'the ocean, the People of Cadiz fur rendered to 

the Romans. # ^ 

•After Scipio had entirely driven the Carthagini- sdpio re- 
ans out of Spain, he fet fail from thence with ten turns to 
fhips to return to Italy, giving the government of f°T e ' ... 
the province to L. Lentulus and L, Manlius Aci- ^ ,xxvliK 
dinus, who had been fent thither to command in 
quality of Proconfuls. The Senate gave him au¬ 
dience without the city in the temple of Bellona, 
where he related ; all that he had done in Spain : 
how many times he had fought inline of battle i 
how many places he had ’ taken from the enemy, 
and how many nations he had fubjefled to the Ro¬ 
man People. He added, that on his arrival in 
Spain, he had found four Generals at the head of 
four vi&orious armies * and on quitting it, had 
not left a Tingle Carthaginian'in the whole pro¬ 
vince. He exprefied fome defire of a triumph, by¬ 
way of reward for all thefe fervices rendered his 
country: but he did not infill upon it, becaufe he 
knew that hitherto that diftinftion had been 
granted only to thofe, who held fome magiftracy 
at the time they had commanded. Now Scipio 
went to Spain merely as Proconful, which was not 
an office. When his audience of the Senate was 
over, he entered the city ; caufing fourteen tho'u- 
fand three hundred and forty two pounds of filver 
in weighr, and a great quantity of coined money 
to be carried before him, which was put into the 
public treafury. 

L. Veturius Philo afterwards held the aflemblies He is cu? 

* 4 

for the creation of Confuls: and all the centuries, attd 
with unanimous confent and extraordinary marks ^ 

of 
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a. r. 546. of efteem and favour, nominated P. Scipio, and 

Ant. a 106. g ave hj m p Licinius Craffus, the Pontifex Maxi¬ 
mus, for his collegue. It was remarkable, that 
this affembly was more numerous than ever had 
been finee the war began. The citizens came thi¬ 
ther from all parts, not only to give their fuffrages 
for Scipio, but alfo to have the pleafure of feeing 
him. There was an amazing concourfe of People 
round his houfe. That multitude attended him, 
when he went to the Capitol to offer the hundred 
oxen to Jupiter, which he had vowed in Spain to 
facrifice after his return. Every body were af- 
fured, that, as Lutatius had terminated the firft 
war with Carthage, P. Scipio would terminate the 
fecond, and drive the Carthaginians out of Italy, 
as he had out of Spain. With this view, Africa 
was allotted him for his province, as if there was 
no longer any enemies in Italy. They afterwards 
proceeded to the election of Prators. 


A. R* 547* 
Act. C. aof. 


P. Cornelius Scipio. 
- P. Licinius Crassus. 


It was in the fourteenth year of the fecond Punic 
war, that P. Scipio and P. Licinius Craffus took 
poffeffion of the Confullhip. Scipio firft propofed 
to the Senate, and obtained leave, to celebrate the 
games, which he had engaged to do by a vow at 
the time the foldiers had revolted in Spain, and to 
take out of the money he had carried into the pub¬ 
lic treafury, the fums that were neceffary for this 
expence. 

Deputies He then introduced the deputies of Saguntum 

fumt'o'tbe * nt0 Senate, where the oldeft of them began 
jfasans. in thefe terms: though it be not poffible, Fathers , 
LivaxviiL to add any thing to the evils we have fuffered in order 
39 * to retain an inviolable fidelity to you ; however , after 

the benefits we have received from you . and your 

General 
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Generals, we Jhallnot complain of our fate. They A ' 

then made a long enumeration of all that had been Ai 
done for them, fir It by the two Scipios, and after¬ 
wards by him who had lately been elefted Conful. 

Tt is to thank you for tbefe benefits, fo great, that we • 
could not have prefumed to hope them from the Gods 
themfelves, that the Senate and People of Saguntum 
have fent us to you \ and at the fame time to congra¬ 
tulate you on the glorious fuccejfes your arms have had 
for fome years in Spain and Italy •, that in the fir ft, 
you have pufhed your conquefls not only to the Iberus , 
which formerly bounded your dominions, but to the 
coaft of the ocean , that is, to the extremities of the 
earth ; and that in the other you have left Hannibal 
only the fpace he occupies with his camp, in which you 
keep him in a manner befieged. We are ordered not 
only to render the thanks to great Jupiter, which 
fuch great blcjfings deferve, but alfo to offer him, with 
your confent, this crown of gold, and to place it in his 
temple , in gratitude for the victories he hath granted 
you over your enemies. We implore you to permit us 
Phis, and that you would ratify the beliefs we have 
received from your Generals , with your authority . 

The Senate anfwered the deputies of Saguntum. 

“ That the ruin and re-eflablifhment of Saguntum 
ct would be an authentic proof to all nations of 
“ the inviolable fidelity, which both people had 
u obferved to each other. That the Generals of 
ct the Commonwealth, by re-eftablifhing Sagun- 
u turn, had afted conformably to the defire • of 
<c the Senate. That they with joy Confirmed all 
t£ the advantages they had granted them, becaufe 
u by affing in that manner they had only con- 
“ formed to the will of, and executed the orders, 

“ which they had received from, the Senate. That 
t( they permitted them to offer to Jupiter the gilt 
“ they had brought / 1 Orders were afterwards 
given, that the Deputies fheuid be lodged anden- 

Vol. VI. 1. tertained 
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a r. 54m tertained at the expence of the Commonwealth as 
20i ' long as they tTnould continue in their territories, and 
that each of them ffiould have a prefent of ten 
thoufand * ajfts. Immediately after the Ambaffa- 
dors of other nations were introduced to the Se¬ 
nate, and audience was given them. Thofe of 
Saguntum having demanded permiffion to vifit as 
many of the different parts of Italy as they could 
with fafety, guides were affigned them, with letters 
of recommendation to all the magiftrates of the 
cities to which they ffiould go, with orders to re¬ 
ceive them with diftinftion. 

Tiv'putt After they had gone through thele affairs, which 
r,n:£rr.:ng werc 0 f j ea ft confequence, they deliberated upon 

isitii'hal thole of the Commonwealth, and principally upon 
firmed of levying of new troops, and the provinces it was 
c ff r y >r> Z proper to affign to the Generals. All the citizens 

openly allotted Africa to Scipio : and himfelf, be- 
frit a. lieving that to confine himfelf to following Hanni* 
Liv.xxvili. bat ftep by ftep in Italy, was an employment little 

glorious, and which fuited rather an old man worn 
out with years, than a young and active warrior like 
him, did not diflemble, that he thought himfelf 
elected Co:\fiil, not to continue the war, but to 
terminate it, which he could not execute unlefs he 
went to Africa, and carried the terror of the Ro¬ 
man arms to the walls of Carthage. He even was 
not afraid to make known, that, if the Senate 
oppofed his defign, he would fpare no pains with 
the People to obtain that permiffion. 

: j The principal Senators difapproved this projeft ; 
Fahi'.n a- but moil of them dared not explain themfelves 

openly, either through fear of the Confui, or the 
Liv.xxviii. defire of making their court to him. Fabius 
40, 42, Maximus, believing himfelf above thefe timid re- 

ferves, wa* the firft that opened the opinion con- 


fen thoufand ajftt were worth near five end twenty pounds. 

trary 
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trary to the defires of Scipio. Livy puts the fol- j* 
Jowing fpeech into his mouth. I am fenfible , Fa- 
thers, that there are man y amongft you , 
that the fubjeft of our prejent deliberation is an affair 
already decided , # ;zi that it is loft time to give one's 
opinion upon the project of making our armies go to 
Africa this year . But I do not fee how any body can 
think foi as neither the Senate nor People have yet au¬ 
thorized that defign: or , if the Conful relies upon the 
province of Africa as a thing certain , I cannot help 
faying ., that it is on his part not only mocking every 
Senator in particular, but the whole Senate , to pretend 
to confidt it upon a matter already concluded and re- 
folved . 

/ /hw, that in oppofing this extraordinary ardour 
for going to Africa, / fhall infallibly draw two re¬ 
flexions upon myfelft It will be faid, z>; the fir ft 
place , /to ykA £/z 0 /w/m/z /j the effe ft of that flow- 
nefs, which is pretended natural to me, and which I 
give young people leave to call timidity and ftupefacti¬ 
on, provided per fins of fenfe allow, that if the court- 
fels of others have appeared more fpecious at fir ft, the 
event hath jhewn hitherto , that mine were moft folid 
and falutary . O/z another fide, I fhall perhaps be 
accufed of envying a Conful of great merit, and of be¬ 
ing jealous of the glory he acquires every day , which 
I am not capable of bearing an increaft. 

But if it does not fuffice to exempt me from fo inju¬ 
rious a fufpicion , to confide r either my pa ft life and 
conduit, the honour of having been Dilatory and five 
times Conful \ or, laftly , all the glory I have acquired , 
as well in war as peace, and which might rather give 
me difguft and fatiety, than leave room for new defires \ 
my age, at lea ft, ought to acquit me of fucb a re¬ 
proach . For indeed can any one imagine, that I could 
be fufceptible of jealoufy for a young man, who is not 
fo old as my own fon ? During my Diliatorjhip , when 
I was in the vigour of life , and in the moft impor- 
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Scipio, Crassus, Confuls, 


iant and mojl glorious career, I relumed the infults of 
' my majier of the borfe only with -patience and mode¬ 
ration ; and I made no opposition cither in the Senate , 
or before the people, to the equality , as injurious as un¬ 
precedented , that they were defirous to make, and 
did actually make, between him and me. I chofe 
rather to ufe actions than words, to oblige him, whom 
all the citizens had equalled with myfelf in command , 
to place me of bis own accord abcrce him. Is it likely 
then at this time , that full and fatiatcd with honours, 
I jhould deftre to enter the lifts, and to difpute with a 
roung man, who, all eftimable as he is in other re - 
fpecls, is but entering upon the career of honour and 
glory ? mil any body imagine , that, weary as I am , 
not only of public affairs, but of life itfelf, I have 
thoughts of fupplanting him, to obtain in his ftead a 
cownffon for wr vying the war into Africa? No, 
vo! I miift live and die with the glory I have acqui¬ 
red. I popped the courfe of Hannibal's victories, to 
enable the Youth, who were to come after me, to go 
: ‘ariber, and overcome him. 


K 

r. 


But you muft ex:ufe me, Scipio, if having never 

bad more regard to the edeem of mankind and my 

vwn reputalhn than to the public utility, I likewife do 

r. -! j /'e'er s: nr glory to the good cf the Slate. Though 

wler ail, no fin any wife impeach your glory. Un- 

■\’N:edh\ if we had not a war here, or not to do 

♦ • 

wi'h an enemy, whom it were ;not highly glorious to 

cornier, to keep yn in hah, even with the view of 
* * * * * ' 

;he tnYic good, would be depriving you, with the 
war, of the means of acquiring honour. But Han¬ 
nibal being a Anally in Italy a: the head of a confide- 
ralle army, with which he has kept it in a manner 
l efteged diimrg fjuruenyears, will yon have caufe to 
be diffi!ifted with yourjeft, ft during your Confulf/cip, 
V5.\' effeflually drive an enemy out of Italy, who has 
can. ed us did: calamities, and given us fo many bloody 
defttat: \ ami v you have the honour to terminate this 

fecond 
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fecond war with Carthage , as Lutatius had that of * nt R c ^ 7 /. 

putting an end to the fir ft ? 

I appeal to your own judgment. Can you think it 
more for your honour to have driven the Carthagini¬ 
ans out of Spain, than it will be to deliver Italy Jrom 
the war which has deftroyed it for fo many years ? 
Hannibal is not yet in a condition to ?nake it believed, 
that aperfon, who is for going to'make war elfewhere, 
avoids him more out of contempt than fear. You fay, 
that you are only defirous to go to Africa to draw 
him thither, and give him battle there . But why is 
it necejfary to go fo round about a way to work ? why 
not attack him directly where he is ? Does not the 
order of nature require , that you fhould provide for 
the fafety of your own country, before you attack that 
of the enemy ? that peace fhould be eft ab!i/he d in Italy, 
before you carry the war into Africa \ that we fhould 
be delivered ourjelves from all fear, before we under¬ 
take to carry the terror of our arms to the enemy's 
doers ? 

If you can do your country this double fervice, why 
Jo it: after having conquered Hannibal here, go and 
attack Carthage. But if the one of thefe two advan¬ 
tages muft neceffarily be referred for new Confuls, 
re fie II that the juft, bejides being the moft confiderable 
and moft glorious in itfelf , naturally leads on to the fe¬ 
cond, is the real caufeofil , and confequently includes 
all the honour of it. 

I do not mention our impoffibility of finding fuffici- 
’ ent funds for keeping up two armies at once in Italy 
and Africa, for fitting out fleets , and for furnijhing 
provifions and all the munitions necejfary for troops by 
fea and land. Independently of that difficulty, which 
is no fmall one, there is no body amongjt us, that does 
not conceive to what danger fuch an enter prize expofes 
us. For , in a word, fhould Hannibal be victorious, 
and march a fecond time againft Rome, (the gods 
avert fo great a misfortune from us j but what we 
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have ficn already may happen again:) if then we 
we in jo imminent a danger, could we recal you from 
Africai as we did §>. Fulviusfrom Capna ? 

But are you Jure that fortune will favour you in 
Africa ? The unhappy deaths of your father and uncle 
defeated and killed with their armies in the fpace of 
thirty days after fuch glorious fucceffes , Jbews you 
what ycu may, and what you ought to, fear. 

I fhould never have done, if I fhculd enumerate 
ad the Kings and Generals, who, in effect of having 
rajhh entered the countries of their enemies, have been 


deft 


.. ] 


\The Athenians, 
a dent Commonwealth, leaving the 


that wife ami pm 

war they had in their own country, went to Sicily 
with a numerous fleet under the command of a young 
warrior, equally illuflrious by his birth and valour . 
What was the cofjequence of fo bold an expedition ? A 
fingle fea-fght entirely ruined the power cf that Com¬ 
monwealth, which was the mojl flounjhing then in the 
world. 

1 am in the wrong to quote foreign and ancient ex¬ 
ample*. Fke fame Africa, of which we now fpeak, 
and ike celebrated Regains, are a fad, but faintary, 
leffon, which ought to teach us the great inconftancy of 
fortune. 

Believe me, Scipio. When from your Jhips you 
fiaU behold that potent and warlike country, you will 
own that your Spains were only play in comparijon 
with Africa. And indeed, who does not fee the infi¬ 
nite difference between ihefe two expeditions ? After 
having, without any danger, or meeting a fingle flip 
of the enemy, croffed the fea, which wafhes the coafts 
cf Sicily and Gaul , you anchored at * Emporia, a 
city in alliance with the Commonwealth, you landed 
your troops there quietly, which you marched to 
Tarraco, another allied city, without meeting any ob- 



* A city cf Stein in Cat a Me* 
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ftaclc or danger upon jour route, continuing upon the ^ nt R c 5 ^'. 
lands of friends and allies . On quitting that city, 
you were received in countries guarded and occupied by 
our troops . You found on the banks of the Iberus the 
armies of your father and uncle y which even their 
misfortune, and the defire of avenging the death of 
their Generals, had rendered more formidable than 
ever. "They had L. Marcius at their bead y chofen 
indeed lumultuoujly, and by the fuff rages of the fol- 
diers to command them, but who, except in point of 
birth, and the advantage of having paffied through the 
great offices., might be ranked with the greatefl Cap¬ 
tains. You befieged Carthagena entirely at your eafi y 
whilft neither of the three Carthaginian armies made 
any motion to defend it. 

All thofe actions, and thofe which followed, of 
which l am far from intending to depreciate the me¬ 
rit , are by no means comparable in point of difficulty 
to the objlacles and dangers, which will occur in the 
war of Africa. IVe have no port where our fleet can 
anchor, no country inclined to receive us, no city in 
our alliance , no King who is our friend , nor any 
place where we can either incamp or march, without 
having the enemy immediately upon our hands. Can 
you rely upon Syphax and his Numidians ? It is well 
for you to have confided in him for once with impunity. 

Rajhnefs is not always fuccefsful \ and fraud ufually 
feeks to acquire confidence in things of little confe- 
quence, in order to make itfelf amends afterwards by 
deceiving with more advantage on fame occafion of im¬ 
portance, and worth the trouble: Your father and unde 
were not overpowered by the arms of the enemy, till 
after they were abandoned by the treachery of the 
Celtiberians their allies', and yourfilf have not had fa 
much to fear from Afdrubal and Mago, with whom 
you were at war, as you had from Mandonius and 
Indibilis, with whom you had con traded an alliance. 

L 4 Can 
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Can \r.u rely upon the f.Miy cf the Nummans, yets 
who have experienced the revolt of your own foldiers ? 

It is true , that Sypbax and Mafiniffa had rather 
pc fiefs Ike empire cf Africa ibcmfelves , than that the 
1 Carthaginians fcould ; /;;/ /£« W rather fee the 
Carthaginians rule there, than any other 'nation. 
j eahuH at this time, and different views of inter eft, 
"animate them again ft each other., and divide them, be- 
cm ft they have nothing to fear from without. But 
ft:ew them the arms cf tie Romans, and foreign ar¬ 
mies, and they will inftantly unite, and run from all 
parts as to exlinguijb a conflagration, that menaces 
them all alike. Tou know that the Carthaginians have 
defended Spain with fujficienl obflinacy, though at 
ler.nb they have bee;: overpowered. Hhey will fhew a 
much otter kind of zeal and courage, when the queflion 
ft,all be to defend"their walls, the temples of their gods, 
their altars'and f.re-ftdcs:'when marching to battle, 
thes ft all be followed ly their weep ing wives, and little 

children imp Bring war aid. 

And further. May not the Carthaginians, rely¬ 
ing upon the frergtl: and goednefs of their walls, up¬ 
on their union with the States of Africa, and the 
faith of the Kings their allies, fend a new army from 
A A: a into Italy, as foci: as tbcxftall fee us deprived 
cf'sour aid, and of that of your army ? May it not 
"happen, that wiwoul detaching their forces from A- 
frica, ihex may order Mago, who leas quilted the 
ifiands Bahares with bis fleet, and is aflually coafl- 
i;;g Liguria, to join Hannibal? We fball then be in 
tee fame alarm, in which we lately were, when Af- 
drubal entered Italy that Afdrubal, whom you fuf- 
fered to eftape cut'cf your hands in Spain ; you who 
rely upon Mocking up all ways, not only from Carlhag\ 

hi! from all Africa. You will tell me, that you con- 

bim. And it is for that very reafon, that I 
am fc-rr., a: well for year own honour as the intern! 

, J + ' J * 
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of the Commonwealth* that you left the way to Italy 
open to a General* whom you had lately defeated. 

I cannot fpeak more to your advantage than to 
a fir the to your good con duff all the fuccejfes you have 
had , finct' you have commanded our armies* and to 
attribute our difgraces to the inconftancy of fortune . 
The uiore valour and ability you have in war , the 
more intereft have Rome and all Italy* to keep fi good 
a defender for themfilves. You cannot deny but that 
the weight of the war is greatefi where Hannibal is ; 
as you declare , that you only go to Africa with the 
defign of drawing him thither. Confidently it is 
againfi him* that you are to make war either in this 
country , or that to which you would go. Will you 
have more advantage ever him in Africa* where you 
will be alone with your army , than in Italy* where 
you will be feconded by your Collegue* and his troops ? 
Does not the viffory fill quite recent of the Confuls 
Claudius and Livius , Jhew us of what importance it 
is for the two Confuls to ' aft in concert ? Will Han¬ 
nibal not be more formidable , when he fights under 
the walls of Carthage* fupported by the forces of all 
Africa , than in a fmall neck of Brut turn , in which 
he is now flout up* and where he has fi long expefted 
new reinforcements ? What a defign is it , to choofi 
rather to fight in a place , where your forces will be 
lefs by one half* and thofi of the enemy much more 
numerous* than here* where you will have two armies 
to employ againfi one* already weakened by fo many 
battles* and fatigued with fo long and fo laborious a 
war ? 


A. R. 547. 
Ant.C, *05. 


Confider what difference there is between your con- 
duff* and that of your father. After having been 
eleffed Confid* he fit out to command in Spain: but 
when he received advice* that Hannibal was faffing 
the Alps to enter Italy* he returned immediately 
to give him battle on his defeent from thofi mountains . 
And you who fee Hannibal in Italy* you think of re¬ 
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a. r. 547. mining from it not that you believe this enter prize 
^r. .ao 5 . afcantagious to ike Commonwealth, but becaufe you 

imagine, that it will be more for your honour: as 
when you abandoned your province and army, with¬ 
out being authorized either by an order of the People, 
or a decree of the Senate and when putting to fea 
with two galleys only, you expofed with your perfon 
both the fafety of the Commonwealth, and the majefty 
of the Roman People, who had confided the command 
of their armies to your conduit. 

As for me. Fathers, I think, that P. Scipio was 
elected Conful, not for himfelf, but for us and the 
Commonwealth ; and that the troops which he com¬ 
mands were raifed for the defence of Rome and Italy, 
and not in order that our Confuis, ajfuming a defpctic 
authority, as if they were Kings, might tranfport 
them where they think fit, and make them fubfervient 
to their own ambitious defigns . 

Fabius, by this difcourie which he had prepared 
with care, brought the greateft part of the Senate 
into his opinion. The Seniors in particular were 
perfuaded by the authority of that great man, and 
did not hefitace to prefer his confummate wifdom 
and experience to the impetuous valour of a young 
Conful. Scipio had gone too far to go back: 
and befides convinced with reafon of the beauty 
and utility of his projeft, and perfonally piqued 
with the little reierve with which Fabius had treat¬ 
ed him, he was far from being inclined to facrifice 
his own opinions to him. He therefore fpoke in 
his turn to the following effeft. Fabius himfelf , 
Fatbits, rightly perceived , as he owned at fir ft , that 
kis opinion might be fufpefted of jealoufy. As for me, 
1 dare net tax fo great a man with any fuch thing : 
but, either for want of his not having well explained 
himfelf , or becaufe he really has the truth againft him , 
he does not feem to me to have entirely purged himfelf 
of that fufpicion . For, to perfuade us, that he did 

not 
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not aft from envy, he enlarged in magnificent terms ^' c 5 * 7 0 ‘ 
upon the honours through which he has paffed, and 
the refutation he has acquired by his exploits ; as if I 
was to put myfelf upon a foot with only common per- 
fonsy and that, if I was to apprehend jealoufy from 
any one, it could not be from him, who, having at¬ 
tained to the higheft point of glory, to which I own 
I afpire as well as be , could not be firry that Ifhould 
one day become his equal . He mentioned his age, and 
makes me younger even than his fin; as if the defire 
of glory were confined to this mortal life, and did not 
extend its views to the lateft pofierily . I am per- 
fuaded that great fouls compare themfelves not only 
with the illuflrious men of their own times, but with 
the heroes of all ages. /Is to me, I will not dijfemble 
with you , Fabius, / have conceived the defign not 
only of equalling, but if I can (permit me to fay it) 
of furpajfing you : and may it not pleafe the Gods, 
that either you, in refpett to me, or 1 in refpett to 
thofi that fhall fucceed me, fhould fear that any citi¬ 
zen might refemble us. Such a difpofition would be 
injurious not only to thofi whom we fhould envy, but 
alfi to the whole Commonwealth, or to fpeak more 
properly, to all human race . 

Fabius has very ?nuch exaggerated the dangers, to 
which I fhall expofi myfelf, if I go to Africa ; info - 
much that he feemed to fear for me, as well as for 
the Commonwealth . But from whence on a fudden 
proceeds this anxiety for my life and reputation . Af¬ 
ter my father and uncle had been killed , their armies 
almojl entirely defeated, the Spains loft, and four 
Cartfiagintan Generals at the head of four armies kept 
the whole country in fubjeclion \ and Iqftly, when in 
the ajfimbly for the ekfHon of a General to command 
in that province, no body, except myfelf, offered 
themfelves, fo that the Roman People were obliged to 
confide the care of a war fo much defpaired of to me 
at the age of four and twenty: why was there no body 

then. 
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-A. R. 547* then, that reprefented the weaknefs of my years , the 

firengtb cf ibe enemy, the difficulties of the war, and 
ike recent deaths of my father and uncle? Have we 
bad at this time any lofs more bloody, than that we 
bad then fuftained in Spain ? Are there in Africa 
mre able Generals and more numerous armies , than 
there was then in Spain? Had I then more experi¬ 
ence and capacity for making war than I am capable 
of having at this time ? Are the Carthaginians more 
for mid able enemies to us in one country than in ano¬ 
ther ? 


I: is very eafy, after I have defeated and put to 
fiiffit four Carthaginian armies *, after I have taken 
jo great a number of cities either by force, or capita- 
Union \ after I have fubdued fo many Princes, Kings ) 
and fierce and barbarous nations \ and carried my 
corquejls as far as the coafls cf the ocean *, in a word , 
after having reduced all Spain under our power , fo 
that there does not remain the leaft fhadowof a war in 
it: it is, no doubt, very eafy to depreciate my afiions. 
It will alfo be as eafy, when I have conquered and 
fubjecled Africa, to leffien the objects which we now 
magnify, and whicb y in terms full of emphafis and 
exaggeration, we reprefent as dreadful things •, and 
ail to keep me in Italy . 

- Fabitts affirms , that we have no means of landing 
in Africa -, that we have no port open to us upon the 
coa fls: and at the fame time he tells us of the defeat 
and prifon of Regulus, as if that General had mij- 
carried on bis entrance into that province. And be 
will not remember, that the fame Regulus, as unfor¬ 
tunate as be was afterwards, found means however 
to enter Africa \ that the firft year he obtained very 
considerable advantages aver the enemy, and that he 
was always urcincible, as long as he had only the Car¬ 
thaginians to deal with . It is therefore in vain , 
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pie. Though his misfortune had happened very lately , ^' c 5 i 7 0 \ 
and in the prefent war, and not in the Firft above ' 
forty years ago ; why fhould the defeat and captivity 
of Regulus prevent me from going to Africa, after 
that the defeat and deaths the two Scipios have not 
prevented me from going to Spain ? Why [hould I mi 
pique myfelf upon rendering my country the fervices 
which the Lacedaemonian Xanthippus was capable of 
rendering Carthage ? His example can onlyferve to 
augment my confidence, in Jhewing me, that a fingle 
man may caufefinch amazing reflations. 

You alfo cite the Athenians, who leaving the ene¬ 
my in the heart of their own country, went rajhly to 
Sicily. But fince you have leifure enough to tell us thefe 
Greek (lories, why don't you rather fpeak of Agathocles, 

King of Syracufe, who to deliver Sicily from the ra¬ 
vages, which the Carthaginian troops had long coin- 
mitted there, went to the fame Africa, and carried 
the war into the very bofom of a country, from whence 
it had before came to inf eft Sicily ? 

But why fhould we fearch into antiquity, and a- 
mongft fir angers for examples to prove how muck ad¬ 
vantage there is in being the invader, in removing the 
danger from our own country, and carrying it into 
that of the enemy ? Does not Hannibal hitnfelf fuppU 
us with the moft immediate and ftrongeft proof of this ? 

There is a wide difference between ruining foreign 
territories, and feeing our own defrayed. He who 
attacks has more courage than he who defends. Be- 
fides which, unknown objects, and fuch as we con- 
fider only at a diftance, always feem moft to be dread¬ 
ed, In ofder to judge Gf what we are to hope or fear 
from an enemy, we mu ft enter his country, and fee it 
with our own eyes. Hannibal was never in hopes of 
making all the States of Italy revolt againft the Roman*, 
that went over to him after the battle of Cannes. How- 
much lefs zeal and attachment will the Carthaginians 
find from the States of Africa j they, who an rr) if 
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R p 54 ’\ perfidious in refpeft to their allies 3 than rigid and 

cruel in reffect to their fubjecls ? 

Befides which there is a wide difference between 
Rome and Carthage. Abandoned by our allies , we 
fufported ourfelves with our own forces, and by the 
valour of Roman foldiers \ whereas the Carthaginians 
employ only mercenary troops , Africans and Numt- 
dians, the mojl incemftant and moft perfidious in the 
univerfe . 

Provided I am not detained here , you will hear at 
the fame time of my arrival in Africa, the ravaging 
of the whole country , the precipitate retreat of Han¬ 
nibal, and the befieging of Carthage. ExpeCt to re¬ 
ceive news from Africa, both more frequently and 
more agreeable than you did from Spain. 1 have no! 

conceived tbefe hopes at a venture. They are founded 
upon the fortune of the Roman People, upon the pro¬ 
tection, which we have reafon to expeCt from the 
Gods, the witneffcs and avengers of the infraction of 
the treaty by the Carthaginians, and upon the alliance 
of the Kings Syphax and Mafirdffa , in whcfe amity I 
fhall fo confide as to keep mffelf well upon my guard 
againft their inconfiancy . 

The circumfiances of times and places will difeover 
many advantages to me, which I cannot difeern at 
this aiftance ; and it is the part of a wife and able 
General, to feize the favourable ocaifons that offer, 
and to turn accidents to bis advantage by his good 
conduct . 

I fbail have Hannibal for my antagouifi, as you 
defire , Fabius : but I fhall draw him after me into 
his own country, rather than he keep me in mine. I 
foall force him to fight at home, and Carthage will be 
the reward of the viCtor , not fume half ruined forts 
in Bruttium . 

You fay that Rome and Italy will be in danger , 
wbilji I am croffng the fie a, landing my troops in 
Africa, and advancing towards Carthage. But 

have 



Scipio, Crassus, Confuls. 

have a care , Fabius , /Atf / you do not affront and in - a. 
jure my illuftrious collegue , believing him not ca- An 

pable of defending his country againft Hannibal, 
weakened , almoft reduced as he is at prefent , a j 

capable of flopping his rapid progrefs at a 
time when he had all his forces, and when exulting 
from three fucceflive victories, he marched with an 
high hand into all parts of Italy as into a conquered 

country. 

After all , though the defign I propofe were not the 
moft proper for fpeedily terminating this war , it 
would however be for our honour to make known 
to foreign kings and ftates , that we have courage 
enough not only to defend Italy , but to attack Africa. 

It would be Jhameful for the Roman People , that it 
jhould be faid , none of their Generals dared form a 
project like that of Hannibal and that Africa having 
been fo many times attacked and ravaged by our 
fleets and armies during the firft war , which had 
only Sicily for its occafton ; now , when the fafety of 
Italy is the queftion, it Jhould enjoy a perfect tran¬ 
quility, It is time that Italy jhould have reft , after 
having fuffered fuch a feries of fire and fword. It is 
time , that Africa in its turn Jhould feel the fcourge 
which war brings along with it. Before Rome , from 
the top of her walls , fees the enemffs army incamped 
at its gates a fccond time \ let us f hew the Carthagi¬ 
nians from their ramparts , the Reman legions , me¬ 
nacing their country with impending ruin. Let 
Africa be from henceforth the theatre of the war . 
Let us repay it all the calamities it has made us fuff 
fer; tenor , flight , ravaging of countries , defertion 
cf allies , and all the other ills , which we have expe¬ 
rienced during fourteen years. 

And this is what I had to fay upon the affairs of 
the Commonwealth , and of the projell of the ap¬ 
proaching campaign . I Jhould be afraid of tiring you 
with ufelefs and ill-timed diflourfe if after the exam - 

pie 
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pie of Faoius , has /tfLv; pains to depreciate myfuc- 
' cejfes in Spain , / fhoidd undertake to exalt my own re¬ 
putation upon the ruins of bis. But I fhall do no¬ 
thing of that kind , Fathers \ and young as I am , ' 
I will have the additional honour of outdoing a man 
of bis years in moderation and referve. Tou may 
have obferved in my whole conduct , that , without 
feeking to fet myfelf ojf y I have always been fatisfied 
with the efteem I might have given you occafion to con¬ 
ceive for me rather from my aulwis , than my words . 

This is a warm difpute, a kind of trial between 
two great men, who each pleaded their own caufe 
with abundance of eloquence. I leave the reader 
to determine finally upon it. Livy does not ex¬ 
plain himlelf in reipeft to the fecert motive, that 
animated Fabius in this place : but he puts a fpeech 
into his mouth, which fufficiently makes it known. 

It would be no wonder (and fo Plutarch judges of 
it) that a perfon of this wife Protractor’s character, 
fhould condemn fo hazardous an enterprize, as that 
of transferring the war into Africa feemed to be, 
and that he fhould fet all the dangerous confe- 
quences he conceived he faw in ic, in their full 
light. But his warm manner of undervaluing in 

O , O 

all things the great fuccdTes of Scipio, and of lef- 
iening the glory of his exploits, and magnifying 
with an evident malignity his pretended faults,is very 
like the language or jealoufy and envy. The violent 
ardor with which we (ball loon fee him on all occa- 
fions labouring to preventScipio’s enterprize, fcems 
to evidence the fentiments of his heart. Fabius 
was certainly a great man ; but he was a man. We 
have admired his moderation and patience in his 
difpute with Minucius. He was at that'time fuf- 
tained by the inward fcnfe and conviction of his 
fuperiority of merit over his rival. But here, the 
fight of a rifmg merit, which he cannot diffem- 
ble, and of which the luflre, that will continually. 

augment, 
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augment, may obfeure the reputation, which a ^ nc R ^?’. 
Jong ferics of years and fervices have acquired him, 1 * ,zo> . 
give him an uneafinefs, of which he is no longer 
matter, and breaks in upon that calm fituation of 
foul, in which he was in efteft the poffeffion of a 
glory, no body had yet difputed with him. 

However it were, the Senate were not fatisfied Scipio, a f. 
with the difeourfe of Scipio, becaufe a report had >ter f ome 
fpread, that if he did not obtain their permiflion to 
go to Africa, he would demand it of the People, queftm to 
It was for this reafon Q. Fulvius, who had been the Senate, 
four times Conful and Cenfor, called upon the t 

Conful to declare in prefence of the Senators, whe- ^ tQ 
ther he would refer the diftribution of the provinces ca. 
to them, or would lay the affair before the People. L,v - xxy iii. 
And as he anfwered that he fliould a it as he 


thought moft for the advantage of the Common¬ 
wealth : If I have afkcd you this queftm, replied 
Fulvius immediately, it was not becaufe 1 did not 
know beforehand what your at fiver would be, and 
what you intended to do. For you your jelf have fif • 
ficiently Jhewn , that you only intended to found , not 
to confult, the Senate \ and that if we did not imme¬ 
diately grant you the province you defire, you have a 
propofal ready drawn up to prefent to the 'People. 
Therefore , Tribunes, I defire your aid in the refufal 
1 make of giving my opinion, folely for this reafini y 
that though it Jhould be followed by the whole Senate , 
the Conful would not conform to it. A difpute arofe 
upon this, Scipio pretending that the Tribunes had 
no right to authorize a Senator to retufe to give his 
opinion, when demanded by the Conlul. But the 
Tribunes, without paying any regard to his repre- 
fentations, decreed in thefe terms: If the Conful 
refers the diftribution of the provinces to the Senate , 
we decree , that he j,hall abide by what fhall be de¬ 
cided, and do not permit that the affair ft jail be 
brought before the People . ]■ be dess not refer it to 

Vol. VI. M the 
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a. R. >4T« the Senate , tctf tfr* to aid tbofe who [hall refufe 
C "° 3 ’ explain tbemfehes upon this article. The Conful 
demanded a day to confider of it with his Col¬ 
legia. 

The next day, Scipio declared that he fubmit- 
ted to the judgment of the Senate. In confe- 
quence, the Senate made the diftribution of the 
provinces between the two Confuls without draw¬ 
ing lots, becaule the dignity of Great Pontiff did 
not permit Licinius Craffus to quit Italy. Sicily 
was decreed to Scipio, with the thirty galleys 
commanded by C. Servilius the year before ; and 
he was permitted to go to Africa, if he judged 
it for the fervice of the Commonwealth. Lici¬ 
nius was charged with the war againft Hanni¬ 
bal in Bruttium, with the army of one of the 
Confuls of the preceding year, at his own 
choice. The other provinces were alfo diftribu- 
ted. The Games, which Scipio had vowed, were 
then celebrated. The concourfe of the people 
was great, and he was prefent at thofe Games with 
great Satisfaction. Prefents were fent to Delphi, 
to give Apollo part of the fpoils taken from Af- 


drubah 

Fabh; tra- Fabius not being able to prevent permiffion 
rerfesSci - being given Scipio to go to Africa, if he thought 
enter- p r 0 p - r5 employed his whole credit to traverfe 

*r&cb **be ^execution of his Defign. Permiffion 
can. to make new levies having been refufed Scipio, 
Liv xxviil. through the fecret intrigues of his adverfary, he 
45 ‘ confined himfelf to demanding, that he fhould 

at leaft be • allowed to carry with him all the 
voluntiers, that he could engage to join his ar¬ 
my. Fabius oppofed this with his whole power. 
He exclaimed in the Affemblies 'both of the 

b 

Senate and People, “ that it did not fuffice 
Scipio to fly from Hannibal, if he did 
not alfo carry away with him all the for- 
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11 ces that they had left in Italy, feeding the youth A. R ; 54:- 
“ with falfe hopes, and perfuading them to a- 
“ bandon their fathers, wives, children, and ci- 
“ ty, at the gate of which he faw a powerful 
“ enemy, hitherto always invincible.” Notwith- 
ftanding this warm clamour, Scipio obtained what 
he demanded, and feven thoufand voluntiers join¬ 
ed him. 

Fabius had prevented the Funds neceffary for 
his armament to be afligned him. Scipio, not to 
difguft the Senate, did not infill much upon this 
article. He contented himfelf with demanding Wonderful 
that he might be permitted to receive the different zeal of tin 
Succours from the Allies, with which they fhould Allies. 

be willing to fupply him for building new (hips: 
this could not be refufed him. We fee here how 
neceffary it is to a General to acquire the affection 
of the world. The queflion was to fet twenty 
gallies on foot (quinquiremes) and ten of four 
benches of oars *, the zeal of the Allies was fo 
great, that piquing themfelves in emulation of 
each other to affifi: the Conful fpeedily, and each 
according to their power, forty-five days after the 
wood had been brought from the forefts, the 
fhips were put to fea entirely equipped and arm¬ 
ed. 

Every thing being ready, Scipio fet out for Si- scifhfett 
cily and Licinius for the country of the Bruttii. out for S> 
Of the two armies which he found there, h t al h and 
chofe that which had ferved under the Conful j” ue \ H 
L. Yeturius. Metellus kept the command of Brutiium. 
the other. The Prastors alfo fet out for their pro- Liv.xxviii. 

vinces. 

As money for carrying on the war was want¬ 
ing, the Queftors were ordered to fell part of 
the territory of Capua, which had been confif- 
cated for the benefit of the Commonwealth. 

M 2 The 
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a.r- 54 T. Xhe Pr^tor of the city had orders to take care 
' 2 ° : ' that the Campanians (hould inhabit no places but 
thofe affigned them, and to punifli fuch as did 
otherwise. 

During this campaign, Mago the fon of Amil- 
//rj; :n car, quitted Minorca, where he had ftaid during 
i.'.x.V, cni winter, and carried with him about twelve thou- 
jnz'i Cc- f anc j f oorj an j about two thoufand horfe, all 

Llv ib : d c h°f en y°uth, whom he had embarked on board 

thirty galleys accompanied with a great number 
of tranfports. And as there was no hopes to 
guard the coafts, he firft took the city of Genoa *, 
and from thence, endeavouring to excite fome re¬ 
volt, he took the advantage of the occafion of a 
war between two States of Liguria, to make an 
alliance with one of them againft the other, and 
then entered upon aftion. But he was obliged 
confiderably to diminilh his forces by fea ; and 
having left his plunder at Savo with ten (hips to 
guard it, he fent the reft of his fleet to Carthage, 
to defend the maritime coaft againft the enterprizes 
of Scipio, who was laid to be upon the point of 
going to Africa. The army of Mago increafed 
from day to day, the Gauls, whom his reputation 
had attracted, coming in to join him. 

This news very much alarmed the Senators. 

They ordered M. Livius the Proconful immedi- 
* 

ately to march the army under his command in 
Etruria to Ariminum ; and the Prtctor Cn. Servi- 
lius to make the legions of the city quit Rome, if 
he believed that the fervice of the Commonwealth 
required it. He gave the command of them to 
M. Valerius, who led them to Arretium. 

At the fame time, Cn. Octavius took around 
Sardinia, of which he was Praetor, about fourfcore 
Carthaginian barks, laden with corn for Hanni¬ 
bal’s armv. 


Nothing 
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Nothing paffed this year in Bruttium, that ^- R - 547- 
merits being related. Contagious difeafes made ’ 2 ° 5 ' 
great havock both amongft the Roman and Car¬ 
thaginian troops *, and to increafe the misfortune, 
the latter had abundance to fuffer from famine. 

Hannibal paffed the whole campaign near the 
temple of Juno Lacinia, where he erefted an altar, 
which he confecrated, and upon which he caufed 
to be engraved in Greek and Punic characters, and 
in magnificent terms, an ample enumeration of his 
military exploits. 


SECT. III. 

Scipio arms three hundred Roman Knights at the ex¬ 
pence of a like number of Sicilians. He chujes out 

of the legions the oldefi and moft experienced fol- 
diers. He takes all the neceffary meafures for his 
great defign. He regulates foine affairs of Sicily. 
Indibilis renews the war in Spain. Battle, in 
which Indibilis is killed , and his army defeated . 
Mandonius , and the other authors of the revolt , 
are delivered up to the Romans. Lcelius ravages 
Africa with his fleet. Alarm of Carthage. Mea¬ 
fures taken by the Carthaginians for putting them- 
felves into a ftate of defence. Maftniffa comes to 
Lcelius , and complains of the delay of Scipio. Lce¬ 
lius returns to Sicily. Mago receives convoys from 

Carthage. Locri retaken from the Carthaginians. 
Avarice and cruelty of Pleminius and the Romans 
in the city of Locri. Combat in that city of the 
Romans with each other. Pleminius treated cru¬ 
elly by two Tribunes . The latter caufes the Tri¬ 
bunes to be put to death with unheard-of cruelty. 
Difeafe in the army of the Conful Licinius. The 
mother of the Gods , called Idaea Mater, is brought 
from Peffmus to Rome. Scipio Nafica is cle- 
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dared the beft and moft worthy man of Rome. De¬ 
cree of the Senate againji the twelve colonies , who 
had refufed to fay their contingents. Fhefums lent 
the Commonwealth by private perfons are ordered 
to be repaid. Deputies from Locri fent to Rome. 
fbe mournful complaint of the Locrians again/} 

Plemimus. Fabius fpeaks with abundance of vu 
rulence again/} Scipio. The Senate appoints com - 
mffmers to examine ihe affair of Plemimus , and 
the complaints againft Scipio. The commiffxoners 
fet out for Locri , Plemimus is condemned , and 
fent to Rome. The commiffioners arrive at Sy - 
racufe. Scipio is fully vindicated . Return of the 
commiffioners to Rome. Death of Plemimus. Sci¬ 
pio highly praifed in the Senate. Reflexion upon 
the conduct of Fabius in refpeft to Scipio. 

A R. 54-. P. CoRNELTUS SciPIO, 

Aa:. C.2c:. p # LlCINIUS CRASSUS. 


arms 
three buTi- 
C’rd R >- 
n is h:rfe 

21 tire ex- 
yza of a 
! ke run- 

h r cf Si¬ 
t'd ians. 
Lir. xxlx. 


S CIPIO was no fooner arrived in Sicily, than 
he formed many corps of the voluntiers, who 
had followed him thither. But he referved three 
hundred of the handfomeft, youngeft, and moft 
vigorous men, which he kept about his perfon 
without arms. They could not imagine what this 
diftinction meant, nor for what they were intendr 
ed. In the mean time he chofe amongft the Sici¬ 
lians, moft confiderable by their birth and fortune, 
three hundred horfemen, to go with him to Africa, 
and affigned them a day when they were to af- 
femble, and appear before him mounted and 
equipped as he had ordered. This war, which 
was to tear them from the bofom of their country, 
and expofe them both by fea and land, to labours 
and dangers to which they were not accuftomed, 
gave them extreme anxiety, as well as their fami¬ 
lies. On the day fixed they prefented themfelves 

before 
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before Scipio with their arms and horfes. I under - £^$ 47 * 
ft and 1 faid that General to them, that there are ' ’ 2 ° s ' 
fame among ft you, who are very averfe to going with 
me to Africa . Thofe who are of this mind will do 
me a pleafure in declaring it now. They may he aft 
fared , that I fhall not take it ill of them in the leaft ; 

liking much letter that they fhould explain themfelves 
here , than that they fhould defer their complaints 
when we (hall he upon the fpot , where they will be 
only ufelefs foldiers to the Commonwealth. One a- 
mongft them was bolder than the reft, and made 
no difficulty to own to Scipio, that he would re¬ 
main in Sicily, if he might be allowed that liber¬ 
ty. Young man , faid Scipio, as you fpeak your 
mind fo ingenuoufly , 1 am going to japply you with a 
foldier who fhall take your place y and to whom you 
fhall deliver your arms , horfe, and all your other 
equipage of war. Carry him home with you imme¬ 
diately y and take care that he is taught to do the 
exercife , manage an horfe , and handle his arms. Thg 
young Sicilian having accepted this condition with 
joy, Scipio gave him one of the three hundred, to 
whom he had not yet given arms. All the reft, 
feeing their comrade difcharged without having 
difpleafed the General, excufed themftlves as the 
firft had done, and gave their place to him that 
was prefented to them. In this manner three hun¬ 
dred Roman horfe were equipped at the expence 
of as many Sicilians, without coding the Com¬ 
monwealth any thing. The Sicilians took upon 
themfelves the care of inftrufling and exercifmg 
them j and it was faid, that they became an ex¬ 
cellent body of cavalry, and did the Common¬ 
wealth great fervice in feveral battles. 

He then reviewed the legions, and chofe out theoldeft 
the oldeft foldiers, efpecially thofe who had ferved andmoft 

under M. Marcellus, becaufe he believed them the e *P erim 'J 
belt difciplined and fitted for befieging cities, from 
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the experience they had of that of Syracufe, 
which had continued fo long. For Scipio pro- 
pofed nothing lefs at this time than to attack and 
deftroy Carthage. 

The winter approaching, he didributed his ar¬ 
my into the cities, ordered the feveral States of Si¬ 
cily to fupply him with corn, in order to [pare 
that which he had brought from Italy ; eaufed the 
old (hips to be careened, and fent them under the 
command of C. Ldius to plunder the coads of 
Africa, laid the new ones upon their Tides near Pa¬ 
lermo, becaufe having been built in hade with 
green wood, it was necefiary that they Ihould re¬ 
main dry during the winter. 

Having taken all the meafures necefiary for put¬ 
ting himfelf into a good condition for opening the 
approaching campaign, he came to Syracufe, 
which had not yet well recovered the rude fhocks 
fhe had undergone during the war. The inhabi- 
* cants coming to him to requeft, that he would 
caufe eftates to be reflored which fome Italians had 
taken from them during the war, and kept with 
the fame violence even fince the Senate had decreed 
their reditution, he thought himfelf principally 
obliged to caufe the public faith to be obferved. 
It was for this reafon that he rein dated the Syracu- 
fans in the pofTcffion of their edates, fird by an 
edict, and then by giving judgment againd fuch, 
as perdded obdinatdy in retaining their prey. 
This acl of juft ice gave a fenfible pleafure, not only 
to thofe, who had the advantage of it, but to all the 
other States of Sicily, who, out of gratitude, made 
the greated efforts to aid Scipio in this war. It 
was this goodneis and judice of the Generals and 
Governors of provinces, which eaufed the Roman 
government to be revered. 

W .... . . 
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During this fame campaign, a dangerous war 547* 
broke out in Spain, at the inftigation of Indibilis Miblfis*' 
Prince of the Illergetes, who had no other reafon for renews the 
revolting than his efteem alone for Scipio, which *? ar . tn 
rofe fo high as to infpirehim with contempt for all Liv/xxix. 
the other Captains of the Commonwealth. He 2. 
was convinced, “ that he was the only General A PP* 276. 
“ that remained of the Romans, all the refthav- 
tc ing been killed by Hannibal. That it was on 
tc that account only, that after the defeat of the 

“ two Scipios in Spain, they could find none but 
“ him, that they could fend to fucceed them*, and 
“ that afterwards, feeing themfdves extremely 
<c pufhed in Italy, they had been obliged to re- 
“ call him to oppofe Hannibal. That, befides 
“ that thofe, who aftually commanded in Spain, 

' c< \yere Captains only in name, all the veteran 
“ troops had been drawn from thence. That the 
cc foldiers who had been left there, were only raw 
“ troops, who would be terrified at the fight of 
“ the lead danger. That there never would be fo 
“ favourable an occafion for delivering Spain from 
cc the yoke of the Romans. That the Spaniards 
u had been flaves till then, either to the Cartha- 
• c ginians, or the Romans, and fometimes to both 
ic nations at once. That the Carthaginians had 
cc been driven out of the country by the Ro- 
mans: that if the Spaniards would unite, and 
“ a ft in concert, it would be eafy for them to 
cc drive out the Romans alfo, and to refume the 
“ manners, laws, and cuftoms of their forefa- 
“ thers, by delivering themfelves for ever from 
all foreign fubjedion. J> By fuch difcourfe, he 
made not only his own vaflals, but the Aufetani, 
and other adjacent States, take arms. In very 
few days he affembled thirty thoufand foot, and 
four thoufand horfe in the country of the Sedetani, 
where he had ordered them to rendezvous, 

» ► « » V/ 
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A-R- s+7-_ On another fide L. Lentulus, and L. Manlius 
Ant ' '“ 5 ‘ Acidinus, who commanded for the Romans, did 

not think it proper to negledt thefe firft motions, 
that might have important confequences. Having 
joined their forces, they entered the country of the 
Aufetani, and eroding it without putting it to fire 
and fword, they arrived in view of the enemy, 
from whom they were not above three miles di- 
ftant. They tried at firft the method of negotia¬ 
tion, to induce them to return to their obedience, 
and to lay down their arms. But the Spaniards 
made no anfwer, but fending out their cavalry 
againft the Roman foragers, to whofe aid that of 
the Romans came ; which occafioned a battle of 
the horfe, in which nothing memorable paffed on 
either fide. 

Buttle in The next day a battle enfued in all the forms. 

abicb h- f ic j es fought with great courage. The vifto- 

itlll’J anJ W was lon .g doubtful, till the king (Indibilis) 
hi, amy having received many wounds, and afterwards a 
defeated, mortal one with a javelin, thofe who fought round 
Liv. mix. [ nm ant f drew after them the reft of the army. 

The Romans purfued them with vigour, and made 
a great (laughter of them. Thirteen thoufand 
Spaniards were killed, and eight hundred taken. 
The Romans loft hardly two hundred men, as well 

citizens as allies. 

The Spaniards who efcaped difperfed firft into 
the country, and then retired to their refpeftive 
cities. They were afterwards fummoned by Man- 
donius to hold an affembly : in which, weary of 
the war, they complained bitterly of thofe who 
had induced them to renew it, and were of o- 
pinion, that Ambafiadors (bould be fent to the 
Romans, to deliver up their arms, and to fubmit 
again to their power. When thofe deputies ar¬ 
rived in the amp of the Romans, after having af- 
cribed the revolt to Indibilis, and the other great 
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perfons, moft of whom had been killed in the 
battle, they fubmitted themfelves, and their whole '' '*° i ’ 
nation, to the viftors. The Roman General an- 
fwered, that they would accept their offer only 
upon condition, that they would deliver up Man- 
donius, and the other authors of the revolt; that 
otherwife they were going to march their armies 

into the country of the Illergetes, Auletani, and 
the other revolted States. 

The deputies having reported this anfwer in the Maximus 
affembly, Mandonius and the other chiefs were c ~ 
feized immediately, and delivered up to the Ro- ‘ t h^cftbt 
mans. The Spaniards were granted peace, but revolt art 
double taxes were laid upon them for this year ; delivered 
corn was demanded of them for fix months, and 
habits for the army •, and thirty of the States were 
obliged to give hoftages. The revolt of Spain 
having been quelled in this manner in a very fhort 
time, and without much difficulty, the whole 
forces of the Commonwealth were turned againft 


Africa. 

C. Ladius having approached Hippo in th tUliutr*. 
night, made the foldiers of the fleet quit the fhips vagts a- 
at day-break, and Jed them to plunder the conn- 

try. As they found no refiftance from the inhabi- Livixxix. 
tants, who were as quiet as in time of peace, they 4. 
put all to fire and fword. The news of it, when 
carried to Carthage, filled the city with terror and 
confirmation. It was given out, that the fleet of 
the Romans, commanded by Scipio, was arrived : 
for it was known that he was already in Sicily. 

As, on this firft landing, they could not exactly Alarm of 
know either the number of the fhips, of which Carthage, 
the enemy’s fleet confifted, or of the foldiers who 
ravaged the country, fear, always ingenious in 
augmenting the evil, magnified the danger. They 
in confequence abandoned themfelves at firft to ter¬ 
ror and a kind of defpair, then to fad and gloomy 

reflexions, 
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a.r. reflexions, in confidering “ that fortune had fo 
’* ' “ changed face in refpeft to them ; that after hav- 
46 ing feen their viftorious army incamped ac the 
“ gates of Rome, after having defeated fo many 
c ‘ armies of the enemy, and fubjefted all the States 
cc of Italy either by treaty or force, they them- 
c< felves were upon the point of feeing, by a moft 
ct fatal reverie of fortune, Africa ravaged, and 
“ Carthage befieged by the Romans *, with this 
' “ difference, that they had much fewer refources 

• “ than the Romans for fuftaining the like calami- 
. cl ties. That the people of Rome, and the coun- 

et try of the Latines, fupplied them with a Youth, 
41 that feemed to fpring up again out of their own 

* u * ruins, and to multiply in fome meafure after 
46 their grear defeats. That as to them, neither 
“ Carthage, nor the country, could furnifh them 
<c with foldiers; that they employed only the 
“ mercenary troops of Africa, always ready, up- 
“ on the leaft hope of more gain, to change 
“ mafters, and to break their faith. That of thq 
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“ two Kings, who were formerly their allies, 
“ Syphax had no longer the fame attachment for 
cc them, fince his conference with Scipio, and 
44 Mafiniffa had openly abandoned them, and 
44 was become their greateft enemy. That they 
* 4 had no longer either hope or refource. That 
44 befides, Mago had not fucceeded in arming the 
44 States of Gaul aginft the Romans, and had not 
tc yet been able to join Hannibal. And laftly, that 
44 the reputation of Hannibal himfelf declined 
cc every day, as well as his forces.”. 

The fame terror, which upon the firft news of 
the arrival of the Roman fleet, had damped and 
difcouraged them, rouzed them afterwards, and 
they began to deliberate upon the means of defend¬ 
ing themfelves againft the danger that threatened 

them. It was refolved, that levies fliould be im¬ 
mediately 
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s both in the city and country ; that A ; R - 
be fent into different parrs of Africa, ‘ ,l ’ C "° 5 
to fetch auxiliary troops; that the city (hould be 
fortified ; that provifions and arms -as well offen- 
five as defenfive (hould be brought into it; and 
that a fleet (hould be fitted out to be fent to Hippo 
againft that of the Romans. 

At the time that they were employed in thefe 
preparations, they were at length informed, that 
it was Laslius, and not Scipio, who had arrived ; 
and that he h^d brought no more troops than were 
neceffary for makiug incurfions into the country, 
but that the weight of the war was (till in Sicily. 

This news gave them time to breathe; which did 
not prevent them from fending Ambaffadors im¬ 
mediately to Syphax, and the other Kings of the 
country, to put theiri in mind of the alliance, that 
fubfifted between them and the Carthaginians. 

They fent feme alfo to King Philip, with orders 
to offer him two hundred talents of filver (two 
hundred thoufand crowns) to induce him to go to 

Sicily or to Italy. They alfo fent deputies to Italy, 

by whom they recommended it to their Generals to 
employ, in order to keep Scipio*there, all poffible 
means for ftriking terror in the Romans. As to 
MagOj with the deputies they fent him five and 
twenty fhips of war, fix thoufand foot, eight hun¬ 
dred horfe, feven elephants, and very confidera- 
ble fums of money, to be employed in railing the 
auxiliary troops, with which he might be in a con¬ 
dition to approach Rome, and to join Hannibal. 

Such were the meafures, which the Carthaginians 
took to fecure themfelves againft the defigns of the 
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In the mean lime Laelius took immenfe fpoils cams to 

in the country, which he had found without de- L.eU?n t 

fence or troops, when Mafiniffa, who had received c ' m \, 

advice of the arrival of a Roman fleet, came to 

him f.ck'xcjs. 
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come to Africa with his army, whilft the Car¬ 
thaginians were in a confternation, and Syphax 
was employed in a war with him (Maftniffa). 
That that Prince was a&ually at a lofs, and 
fluctuating between an Alliance with the Ro¬ 
wans. But 
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That he (hould therefore ufe all poflible inftances 
with Scipio to induce him to come as foon as pof- 
“ Able to Africa. That as for himfelf, though 
<c he had been obliged to abandon his dominions, 
he (hould not fail however to join the Romans 
with confiderable aids of infantry and cavalry. 
“ For the reft, he exhorted Laelius to remove 
“ from Africa, adding, that it was very proba¬ 
ble, that the fleet of the enemy was failed from 

Carthage, and advifed him not to give it battle 
in Scipio’s abfence.” After this conference, 
Mafinifla took his leave of Lselius; and the lat¬ 
ter fet (ail the next day with his (hips laden-with 
plunder, and returned to Sicily, where he im¬ 
parted to Scipio the advice given him by Mafi¬ 
nifla. 

Almoft at the fame* time, the (hips which had 
been fent from Carthage to Mago, arrived in Italy 
near Genoa. Mago, in confequence of the orders 
which he had received, raifed as many troops as 
was poflible. The Gauls did not dare to fupply 
him with any openly, becaufe the Roman army 
was actually either in their tesmory, or the neigh¬ 
bourhood. M. Livius made the army he com¬ 
manded, march from Etruria into Gaul, and 
joined Sp. Lucretius, with defign either to advance 

to 
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to meet Mago, in cafe he quitted Liguria to ap- a. r. 547 . 
proach Rome ; or, if the Carthaginians remained ADt,c, *° 5 * 
quiet in a corner ot the Alps, to continue in the 
country in the neighbourhood of Ariminum, for 
covering Italy. 

When Lelius returned into Sicily, Scipio ani¬ 
mated by the Remonftrances of Mafinifla, had no. 
lefs impatience to go to Africa, than the foldiers to 
follow him thither, when they faw the immenfe 
plunder Laelius had brought from thence. But 
this great project was ftill retarded by a lefs im¬ 
portant enterprize, of which the occafion offered 
itfelf indirectly. The queftion was to retake the 
city of Locri, which in the general defection of 
Italy, had quitted the Romans, to go over to the 
Carthaginians. 

Upon Advice which Scipio received at Syracufe Luri re - 
of an intelligence fecretly carried on for putting 
Locri again into the hands of the Romans, he tbaghians. 
caufed three thoufand foldiers to move thither from Liv.xxix. 
Rhegium, and charged the Propraetor Q. Plemi- 
nius with that enterprize. Himfelf advanced to 
Medina, to be nearer at hand to receive news of all 
that paffed. The three thoufand men being ar¬ 
rived in the night at Locri, were received into the 
citadel, from whence they fell upon the Carthagi¬ 
nian fentinels, whom they found afleep. In the 
trouble and confufion of fo unforefeen an attack, 
the Carthaginians (truck with terror, and without 
thinking of defending themfelves, took refuge in 
the fecond citadel: for there were two at no great 
diftance from each other. The inhabitants were 
mafters of the city, that being placed between 
the two enemies, was upon the point of becoming 
the prey of that, which fhould remain victorious. 

Every day fkirmifhes paffed between thofe who 
Tallied from the two citadels. Pleminius com¬ 
manded the Romans, and Amilcar the Carrhagi- 

nian 
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nian garrifon, and both calling in aid from the 
neighbouring places, gradually augmented the 
number of their foldiers. At length Hannibal 
himielf marched to the aid of his troops and the 
Romans would have been overpowered, if the 
people of Locri, exafperated by the pride and 
avarice of the Carthaginians, had not declared for 
their antient allies. 

As foon as Scipio was informed of what paffed 
at Locri, and that Hannibal in perfon was upon 
the point of arriving there, that he might not 
fuffer the troops to perifh, whom he had fent into 
a danger, out of which they could not extricate 
themfelves without help, he fet out inftantly from 
Meflina, where he left his brother Lucius in his 
place. Hannibal was already arrived upon the 
banks of a river, which was not far from Locri, 
and, from thence, had fent a courier to his troops, 
to order them to draw the Romans and Locrians 
on to a battle as foon as it was day, and to continue 
it, till he fhould come to attack the city on one 
fide, whilft every body fhould be attentive to 
what paffed on the other. The Roman fleet how¬ 
ever arrived at Locri fome hours before night. 
Scipio landed what troops he had brought, and 
before fun-fet entered the place with them. The 
next day the Carthaginians having quitted their 
fortrefs, began the battle i and Hannibal, having 
refolved to leak the city, already approached the 
walls, when on a fudden the Romans, having 
caufed the gates to be thrown open, made a vigo¬ 
rous falley that very much fuprized him, for he 
did not know, that Scipio had entered the place. 
They killed two hundred men. Hannibal made 
the reft retire into his camp, as foon as he knew 
that the Conful was at the head of the enemy ; 
and having caufed thofe who were in the fortrefs to 
be told to take care of themfelves, he decamped 

the 
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the following night. The Carthaginians, feeing 
themfelves abandoned, chpfe (he next day. to-fee n * ,loiv 
lire to the houfes, which were, in their power, in 
order to flop the enemy by the tumult, which the 
flames would occafion ; and having quitted the ci¬ 
tadel, they rejoined Hannibal before night. . •, 

Scipiq, feeipg. that the enemy hjid. .abandoned 
their citadel and camp, aflembled the Locrians; 
and paving given them ,a fevere reprimand upon 
the fubjeft of their revolt, he punilhed thofe with 

death who had been the Authors of it, and gave 
their eftates to the heads of jfre oppofite faftion by 
way of reward for their inviolable fidelity. He 

added, in refpeft to the Lqcrians .in general, 

Ct that he would not take upon him either to grant 
“ favour to, or inflift punilhment upon, them. 

“ That they lhould fend deputies to the Senate, to 
“ whom alone it belonged to determine their fate, 
u That in the mean time, what they might beaf- 
“ fured of was, that notwithftanding their infide- 
“ lity to the. Roman People, they wouldfind.it 
“ better to be under the Romans' juftly incenfed, 
u than they had been under the Carthaginians 
C( whiift their friends and allies.” Afterwards, 
having left Pleminius as his lieutenant to guard the 
city with the troops he had brought thither, he re¬ 
turned to Medina with thofe that came with him- 
felf. 


Whiift the Locrians had been under the Car- Avarice 
thaginians, they had been treated with fuch haugh- Mi cruelty 
tinefs and cruelty, that one would think they 
might have born moderate oppreffions, not only t b e Ro - 
with patience, but almoft with a kind of joy. mans in 
However (who would believe it) Pleminius, and 
the Ron?an foldiers, who guarded die city under y, v 
his command, fo far exceeded Amilcar and the 
Carthaginian garrifon in all kinds of exceffive ava¬ 
rice and inhumanity, that.it might be faid, they 

Vol. VI, N propo- 
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a. r. 547^ propofed to themfelves lefs to excel the enemy by 
Am. •*°j* ann g j t ha n by audacity in committing thegreateft 

crimes. In the bad treatment which the com¬ 
mandant and foldiers made the unfortunate inhabi¬ 
tants fuffer, they omitted nothing* that makes the 
poor and the weak hate and deteft the power of 
the great and the ftrong. There were no kinds of 
infamy and cruelty that they did not inflidt upon 
them, their wives, and children. Their avarice 
did not fpare even facred things, and* not to 
mention the plunder of other temples, it rofe fo 
high as to take away the treafure of that of Profer- 
pina, upon which, hitherto, no one had ptefUmed 
to lay hands except Pyrrhus only, who afterwards 
thought with horror of that facrilege, and believing 
himielf purfued by the divine vengeance, brought 
back into the temple all the treafurtfs he had taken 
out of it. 

The ftorm which Pyrrhus fuffered after his 
crime was confidered as a puniftiment from hea¬ 
ven : and Livy accordingly afcribes in this place 
to the wrath of the gods, the fury and rage with 
which all thofe were feized, who had lhared in 
this lafl facrilege, and which armed the com¬ 
manders againft the commanders, and the foldiers 
againft the foldiers, to deftroy each other with a 
barbarity that hath no example. 

Camlut of Pleminius had the principal command in the 
ibt Rih city, and the troops under him which he had 

brought from Rhegium, and Scipio had fent two 

PJtmiaiuj legionary Tribunes thither from Sicily, who in 
treats taw like manner commanded the foldiers he had 
Trihms given them. One day as one of Plerhinius’s fol- 

Lir diers was making off with a filver cup, purfued 
^ ‘by the People of the houfe where he had taken ir, 

he accidentally met in his way the Tribunes Ser¬ 
gius and Matienus, who took the cup from him, 
which he had ftolcn. He upon that began to cry 

out, 




cut, and call his comrades' to his aid, who ran f to ^f' c 5 ^ 7 ' 
him that.moment, as well as the Soldiers of the 


Tribunes * fo that their numbers infenfibly increa- 
fing pn both fides with the tumult, a battle .at lad 


enfued'in form., between the troops of Pleminius 
and.thofe of the Tribunes. The foldiers of Plemi¬ 


nius. having been,worfted, rap to their leader, /hew¬ 
ing him their wounds and the blood with which 
they .were covered, raifmg great cries, exaggera¬ 
ting- the violence of their adverfaries, .and even im¬ 
puting to them the having called Pleminius by the 
vileft names during the battle. 

That commandant thereupon, in exceffive rage, 
quitted his quarters inftandy, and having fum- 
moned the Tribunes before him, after having or- 
- dered them to be ftript, he commanded them to 
be whipt with rods. Some time paffed before this 
order could be executed, becaufe the .Tribunes de- 

f • A * • 

fended themfelves, and implored the help of their 
foldiers.. Accordingly the latter having been ap¬ 
prized of what paffed, ran from all parts of the 
city, as if the fignal had been given for a battle 
with the enemy. Upon their arrival they favv, 
that they- had already began to %a their officers 
with rods. This fight tranfported them with a 
rage ftill more violent than their firft; fo that for¬ 
getting in a : moment, not only the refpeft which 
. they o.wed the majefty of the command, but- 
trampling all fenfe of- humanity upder, foot, they 
began by treating the Liftors .of Pleminius with 
the .utmo/l cruelty. .Then having cleared their 
way.-trough all that .could defend him, .they fell 
upon Pleminius himfelf, 5 gave him a thoufand 
blows, and, after havjpg-cut off his npfe.and,ears, 
left h im .al mo ft. dead. u p o n. t he fpor. 


Saip.io.having been,apprized of this atMefilna, Snpia 
where heilill was, returned .to Locri in one galley, 
and having;taken cognizan.ee of the. affair, he : ga>ve^ ;/f c f 

N 2 the PUminiifi 



I Bo Scipio, Crassus, Confuls. 

a. R* 547. the caufe in favour of Pleminius, continued him in 
Aat. c.205* t j ie aut h or ity he had in the city, declared the Tri¬ 
bunes criminal, and ordered that they fhould be car¬ 
ried to Rome to the Senate in chains. After this he 
returned to Meffina, and from thence into Syracufe. 
Tkr.ir.ius But Pleminius, full of fury and rage, complained, 
pun the that Scipio had not done him entire juftice, and 
wTri- perfuading himfelf, that no body was a better 

acstbiciih j u dg e C ^ e ptinifhment fuch an injury deferved, 
vr.cdjrd'of than he who had fuffered it*, he ordered the Tri- 
crue::j. bunes to be brought before him, caufed them to 

be Head with a thoufand ftripes, and after having 
made them fuffer all the torments it was' poffible 
to imagine, not contented with having feen them 
expire before his eyes, he caufed their bodies to be 
thrown upon the dunghill, and forbad that inter¬ 
ment fhould be given them. He treated the prin¬ 
cipal perfons of Locri with the fame cruelty, who 
had been to complain of his oppreffions and in¬ 
juft ice ; and from thenceforth, his anger and re¬ 
venge made him redouble the exceffes, to which 
only his avarice and brutality had inclined him be¬ 
fore. He thereby not only became himfelf the 
object of the curfes and abhorrence of the public, 
but reflected difgrace upon the General who had 
put him in office. 

The time of the affemblies for the eleftion of 
:r * Confuls approached, when letters from the Conful 
oftheir:- Licinius were received at Rome, by which the Se- 
fui fccir.i- nate were informed, “ that a difeafe fpread in his 
Ui : . u army, that himfelf had it; and that it would 

^ nr. zxix. « have been impoffible to oppofe the enemy, if 

“ the fame diftemper had not alfo fpread in their 
u camp with ftiii greater violence. That for this 
“ reafon, not being able to come to Rome him- 
“ felf, he would, if the Senate approved it, no- 
“ minate Q. Csecilius Metellus Diftator, to hold 
“ the affemblies in his place. That it was pro- 

“ P er 
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one fide, it was of no ufe, as Hannibal had put Ant ‘ C ‘ *° r 
his troops into winter-quarters; that befides the 
diftemper made fuch horrible havock amongft 
65 them, that not a fingle foldier of them would 
be left, if they were not feparated affoon as 
poflible.” The Senate anfwered the Conful, 
that they left him at liberty to aft therein as he 
Ihould judge moft expedient for the good of the 
Commonwealth. 

The Romans were a little difturbed in thought m ° m 
upon account of its having rained (tones, (that is 
to fay large hail) that fell frequently enough during ud Ida* 
this year: which had obliged them toconfult the Mater, is 
books of the Sibyl. An oracle was found in them, ^ 0 US p~ 
that declared ; that when a foreign enemy fliould*^, t0 ^ 
bring the war into Italy, the means of conquering Rome. 
and driving him out again, was to feek the god- L,v - xxx 
defs Idea Mater at Peflinus, and to bring her to ^pp/bell! 
Rome. This Goddefs was alfo called Rhea , Ops , AnnSb. 
the mother of the Gods , and the epithet Idea came 345* 
from mount Ida in Phrygia, where (he was adored 
with a .peculiar worfhip. The moft revered of 
her temples was in the city of Peflinus. The Se¬ 
nators were the more affefted with this predifton 

found in the Sibyl’s books by the Decemviri,, as 
the deputies who had carried the offering to Del¬ 
phi, of which we have fpoke above, reported 
that Apollo Pythius, after having accepted the 
facrifice, had anfwered, That the Romans were up¬ 
on the point of gaining a much greater viElory over the 
enemy , than that which had occafioned the fending of 
the prefents , that had teen offered to him. To 
thefe two motives of hope, they added the extra¬ 
ordinary confidence, which had induced Scipio to 
demand the province of Africa; a confidence, 

: that might be confidered as an afiured prefage, 
that he would terminate that war to the advantage 
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A.R. of the Romans. Therefore to haften the accom- 

pjj^ment of the fates, prefages and oracles,- chat 
promifed them viftory, they confidered the mea- 
lores that were to be taken for bringing the god* 
dels to Rome. 

For this purpofe they fent M. Valerius Lasvi- 
nus, who had been twice Conful, Ambaffador to 
Attalus King of Pergamus, with whom they had 
been allied in the war againft Macedonia; per- 
fuaded that Prince would readily incline to do 
every thing in his power, that might be agreeable 
to the Roman People. Lsevinus had four col- 
legues with him. Five galleys (Quinqueremes) 
were given them, in order that they might appear 
with dignity amongft the dates they were fent to, 
to whom it was thought proper to give an high 
idea of the Roman People. In their voyage to 
Afia, they touched at Delphi, where they con- 
fulted the oracle, to know what fuccefs they 
lhould have in the enterprize that was the purpofe 
of their commiffion. They were anfwered, “ That 
“ by the afiiftance of King Attalus, they fliould 
cc obtain what they went fo far to feek. That 
<c when they brought the goddefs to Rome, they 
cc fhould caufe her to be received by the worthieft 
“ man of thatcity.” They arrived at Pergamus, 
from whence Attalus, after having received them 
in a very kind and honourable manner, conducted 
them to Pefiinus in Phrygia. He there put into 
their hands a done* which the inhabitants held in 
great veneration, calling it the mother of the gods, and 
told them they had only to carry it to Rome. 

When they were upon the point of arriving, 
M. Valerius Falto, one of the deputies, fet out 
before to give notice of the near approach of the 
goddefs, and to tell them to find out the beft man, 
and the molt worthy to receive the goddefs, as the 

pracle of Delphi had directed. It was a great dif¬ 
ficulty 
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ficulty For the Senate to determine who the beft A - H. 547* 

J A «*. n 

man of, the Commonwealth was. (a) There was 
not a ftngle citizen , fays Livy, who would not have 
preferred this preference jufily acquired, to all the 
commands and dignities , that, could be obtained by the 
fuff rages of the Senate or People. (b) Search all the 

archives of the State , fays an Author, and all the 
triumphs related in them> and you will find that there 
is no glory comparable to that of holding the fir ft rank 
amongft the men of worth . There is therefore in 
virtue a moft real greatnefs, as it merits the pre¬ 
ference to whatever elfe is moft fhining, and moft 
purfaed. But it is furprizing, that amongft fo 
many great men of fuch high renown, and whofe 
merit was fo generally confefled at Rome, fo ho¬ 
nourable a diftinftion fhould fall upon a young 
man not quite feven and twenty years of age. 

This was Publius Scipio, firnamed Nafica, fbn oi Scipio M- 
Cneus, who was killed in Spain. It is unfortunate 
for us, that hiftory does not inform us what quali- wor tbiefl 
ties determined the Senate to pafs judgment in this man of the 
point. ™ hole 

Young Scipio had orders to go to Oftia to meet welkk'* 
the goddefs with all the Roman ladies, to take 
her out of the fhip, and to put her into the hands 
of the women. When the veflel entered the Ti- Sueton. in 
ber, an accident happened, if we may believe hi- Tlb ‘ c ’ 2 * 
ftorians, which occasioned great furprize and affli¬ 
ction : the fhip flopped on a fudden, and it was 
not poflible to make it move forwards. Upon 
this Claudia Quinta, one of the Roman ladies, 

whofe reputation had till then been dubious (in Appian* 


(a) Veram certe vi&oram (< 5 ) Explica totos faftos, con- 
ejus rei iibi qjiifque mallet, flitue opines currus trium- 
quatn ulla imperia honorefve phales, nihil tamen mormn 
fuffragio feu Patrmn feu Plebis principatu fpeciofius reperies. 
delatos. VaL Max. VIII. 15, 

N 4 effeffc 
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A \ R r 5 ? 7 - e ff e< ^ °f co ° much care in adorning ’Her perforr) 
Aa “ prayed the gods that, if the fufpidons iir prejudice 

of her virtue were without foundation, thefhip, to 
which fhe had made faft her girdle in order to draw 
it, might follow her ; which happened that mo¬ 
ment. Scipio having entered it, took the god- 
dels from the hands of the priefts, and carried her 


to (bore, where fhe was received by the Roman 
ladies. They fucceflively lhared in the honour of 


carrying lo glorious a burthen, and entered the 
city, from which the whole People came out' to 
meet the goddefs, and all the way vafes Imoking 
■with incenle were placed to honour her as Ihe 


paffed. At the fame time all places refounded 
with the prayers addreffed to her, to enter Rome 


aufpicioufly as into her abode, and to eftablifh her 
refidence there. And laftly, fhe was placed in the 
temple of viftory upon mount Palatine,and this day 
became a feftival with the Romans from thenceforth. 


There was not a fingle citizen to the loweft, who 
did not carry his offering to mount Palatine. The 
following days the ceremony of the * Leflifternium 
was performed, and games were exhibited, which 
were called Mag ale ft a, that is the great Games , from 
the name of the goddefs, great mother of the Gods. 

For the reft, as we have faid before, this god- 
defr fought with fo much care, brought from fuch 
a difiance, expefted with fo much impatience, 
received with fo much joy and fo many marks of 
veneration, was nothing but a ftone without form 

or fculpture. Can we read of divine honours ren¬ 
dered to this vile ftone by a people fo wife in 
other reipeels, without deploring the fad effefts of 
idolatry, and without returning thanks with the 
warmeft gratitude to the God of Mercy who has 
prefcrved us from them ? 


f This ft aft has been fpden of elfewherc. 


M. Cqr- 
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We come now to the fifteenth year of the fecond Decree of 
war with the Carthaginians. Whilfl the Senators $ en - at * 
were deliberating upon the recruits for the legions, * 

fome of them remonflrated, that the Common- lonies, who 

wealth, by the favour of the gods, being at badre f u M 
length delivered from the dangers and fears, which 

, ° , .... r ° . their con* 

had alarmed it during io many years, it was time tingents. 
to fuffer no longer what thofe unhappy conjunctures Liv. xxlx. 
had obliged them to tolerate. This propofal ha- *S« 
ving excited the curiofity and attention of the Se¬ 
nate, they added, that the twelve Latin colonies, 
which, in the Confulfhip of Q^Fabius and Q^Ful- 
yius had refufed to furnifh their contingents, had 
ehjoyed during almoft fix years an entire exemption 
from all the expences of the war, as an honourable 
privilege granted them for their good fervices; 

•whilfl the dutiful and obedient allies, in reward of 
their fidelity, were exhaufted by levies made every 
year in their countries. 

This difcourfe putting the Senators in mind of 
a'icind of rebellion, which they had almoft forgot, 
at the fariie time revived the rage and indignation 
it deferved. Accordingly the Senate, being de- 
firous that this affair fhould be regulated before 
any other, decreed, that the Confuls fhould order 
the twelve colonies in queftion, each to fend their 
magiftrates and ten of their principal citizens to 
Rome, That when they fhould arrive they fhould 
tell them “ that each fhould fupply the Roman 
“ People with twice the number of foot they had 
<c ever furnifhed fince the enemy were in Italy, 

<c when the levies were greatefl; and with an 
“ hundred and twenty horfe over and above. 

" That if any of them had not horfe enough, they 

“ fhould 
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a.r. 54s. “ fhould be allowed to fupply three foot foldiers 
^ 20 ^ cc p or horfeman. But that they fhould take 

44 care to chuie men of each kind, that were ea- 
44 fieft in their circumfiances, and to fend them 
44 out of Italy to all places that had occafion for 
44 recruits. That, if any of them fhould refufe to 
44 obey, their magiflxates and deputies fhould be 
46 laid under arreft without being allowed audience 
44 when they demanded it, till they had complied. 
44 That further, the fame colonies fhould pay a 
44 tax of one for every thoufand ajfes of their va- 
44 lue, and that an account of their perfons and 
44 eftates fhould be taken in fuch manner as the 
44 Roman cenfors fhould prefcribe, that is, ac- 
44 cording to the method ufed among# the Roman 
44 People j and that the cenfors of the colonjes, 
44 before they quitted their office, fhould deliver 
44 in their regifters to Rome, where they fhould 
44 make oath, that they were drawn up according 
44 to the direction of the Law.” 

In virtue of this decree, the magiftrates and 
principal perfons of the colonies were cited to 
Rome, where the will of the Senate was declared 
to them in re I peel to the troops and the tax. 
They all declared, more or lefs, againft an ex¬ 
action, which feemed to them exceffive. They 

reprefented, 44 that they were not able to fupply 
44 fo great a number of foldiers. That they could 
44 fcarce furniCh die contingent mentioned in the 
44 treaty. That they defired as a favour, that 
44 they might be permitted to enter the Senate, in 
44 order to make their remonftrances. That they 
44 had not deferved to be crufhed in fuch a man- 

♦ + m 

44 ner; but that, if they muft be deftroyed, nei- 
44 ther their fault, nor the anger of the Senate, 
44 could make them furnifh more fpldiers than they 
44 had.” The Confuls, without abating any thing 
that had been decreed, kept thp deputies at Rome, 

and 
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and fent home the magiftrates into their colonies 
order to raife the troops, declaring to them,. *’ 
w that they fhould have no audience, till they 
w brought the men required of them.” Thus ha-> 
ving nothing to hope in the Senate, they made the 
levies preferibed them in the twelve colonies, and 
eafily found the number of foldiers demanded, be-r 
caufe their youth had time to increafe, during fo 
many years as they had enjoyed a total exemption. 

Another affair, which had been buried in filence Vbefum 
ftill longer than the former, was afterwards pro- 
pofed.by L. Valerius Laevinus. He laid, that \t wealth by 
was proper at length to repay to many private private 

perfons the fums they had thought fit to advanc cf er f ons are 
for the Commonwealth in his Confullhip, and Zpah / 0 
that of M, Claudius, whilft they were in office to- Liv. xxix, 
gether. That no body ought to wonder at his 
making it a perfonal intereft to fee the publick faith 
difeharged, as he had not only been Conful the 
year that money had been lent, but that himfelf had 
propofed that voluntary contribution, the public 
treafury being exhaufted, and the people not being 
in a condition to pay the common taxes. This 
opinion pleafed the whole Senate; and the Confuls 
having been defired to bring the affair upon the 
carpet, it was decreed that thofe debts fhould be 
difehatged in three payments, of which the firft 
fhould be made immediately by the Confuls for the 
current year, and the two others by thofe who 
fhould be in office the third and fifth years follow¬ 


ing- 

The arrival of the deputies from Locri, who Deputies 
came to Rome to complain of all the ills they fuf- -f r r 0m t ^ cri 
fered, and of which they had not been apprized 
till now, fufpended all other bufinefs, and en-Liv. xxix, 
groffed the attention of the whole city. The pub- l6 - 
lie indignation declared itfelf lefs againft the crimes 
and impiety of Pleminius, than againft the inex- 

cufable 
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a. r. 54s. cufable negligence of Scipio in an affair of fuch 
Act, c, sc*. anc j blind indulgence in refpeft to 

an officer univerfally condemned: for thefe were 

the things imputed to that General. The fequel 

will fhew with what foundation. 

The depudes of the Locrians, to the number of 
ten, in mourning habits, carried olive branches in 
their hands, according to the cuftom of the Greeks, 
when they afked favours; and prefenting them 
to the Confuls, who were fitting upon their Tri¬ 
bunal, in the Forum, they proftrated themfelves 
at their feet with lamentable cries and groans. The 
Confuls having afked them, who they were, and 
what they would have, they anfwered, that they 

were Locrians, and that they had fuffered fuch 
cruel injuries from Pleminius and the Roman fol- 
diers, as the Roman People never inflifted upon 
the Carthaginians themfelves. They defired per- 
miffion to addrefs the Senate, in order to explain 
their mifery to them. 

Cochin When they had obtained audience, the eldeft of 
BftM Lo- t j iern fp 0 k e t0 t h c following effeft : I know , Fa - 

gain* Pie - tbers, that in order to your judging rightly of our 
minins. complaints , it is necejfary that you Jhould know in 
Liv. xxir. manner Locri was deliver’d up to Hannibal , 

T ** j ^ ^ 

'* and bow we returned to cur duty to you , after ha¬ 
ving driven out the Carthaginian garrifon . For, if 
we can demonftrate evidently to you , that the public 
council of Locri had no fhare in the revolt , and that 
it was not with our confent , but by our ftrenuous en¬ 
deavours and courage that you regained poffeffion of 
our .city, you will be more fenfibly affefted with the 
atrocious and enormous outrages , with which your 
lieutenant and foldicrs have overwhelmed good and 
faithful allies . 

But 1 believe it proper to refer the explanation of 
ibe caufes that occafioned tins double revolution , to 

another time \ and that for two reafons . Fir ft > in 

order 


« 
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order that this affair may be treated in the prefence of a- R- 54S 
Scipio, who retook our city, and is an irreproachable n ’ * 20 
witnefs of all we may have done, good or bad: and 
in the fecond place, in whatfoever manner we may 
have afted in refpeft to you, we certainly could not 
have deferved the evils we have been made to fuffer. 

We cannot deny, Fathers, that as long as Amilcar 
was in our city with his Numidians and Africans , we 
did fuffer inhuman and horrid treatment from them : 
but that bears no comparifon to what we now under¬ 
go. I beg , Fathers, that you will not take offence 
at what I am going to fay, and which I do not repeat 
without extreme repugnance. It may aftually be [aid , 
that all mankind expelt in fufpence which of the two 
People, the Romans or Carthaginians, fhall become 


°f 


Now, if the choice were to 


^ ~ 

be determined by the injuries we have received from 
the Carthaginians, or thofe we aftually now receive 
from your garrifon, there is no body that could not 
prefer their government to yours. And however, thefe 
are the fentiments of the Locrians in refpeft to you. 
When we fuffered much lefs cruel treatment from the 
Carthaginian garrifon, we had recourfe to your Gene¬ 
ral. And now when we undergo from your garrifin 
injuries, that far exceed the moft cruel hoftilities, it 
is to you only that we addrefs our complaints. 

Plemnius, your lieutenant , was fent to Leer: 
to retake it from the Carthaginians, and continued 
there with the fame troops be had employed for the ex¬ 
pedition. This officer, (for the excefs of our injuries 
give us courage to Jpeak freely ) has nothing either of 
the man, except the form, or of the Roman, except 
the habit and language. He is a monjler in nature , 
like thofe which fable juppofes to have feized the Strait 
which feparates us from Sicily, for the misfortune of 
thofe who fail along the coafls of both. And were he 
the onh one who cxercifed his avarice, cruelty and 
brutality over your a!He: > we might perhaps, by our 

patience , 
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Act, c. 204. anc j fo s bjfod indulgence in refpedt to 

an officer univerfally condemned: for thefe were 
the things imputed to that General. The fequel 
will (hew with what foundation. 

The deputies of the Locrians, to the number of 
ten, in mourning habits, carried olive branches in 
their hands, according to the cuftom of the Greeks, 
when they afked favours; and prefenting them 
to the Confuls, who were fitting upon their Tri¬ 
bunal, in the Forum, they proftrated themfelves 
at their feet with lamentable cries and groans. The 
Confuls having afked them, who they were, and 
what they would have, they anfwered, that they 
were Locrians, and that they had fuffered fuch 
cruel injuries from Pleminius and the Roman fol- 
diers, as the Roman People never inflifted upon 
the Carthaginians themfelves. They defired per- 
miffion to addrefs the Senate, in order to explain 
their mifery to them. 

Cmflakt When they had obtained audience, the eldeft of 
eftoe is- t b em fp 0 k e t0 fa following effeft : I know , Fa* 

gain} pit- thers, that in order to your judging rightly of our 
min)as. complaint i, it is neceffary that you Jhould know in 
Ljv. xxir. what manner Locri was deliver’d up to Hannibal , 
'* 16, and how we returned to cur duty to you , after ha¬ 
ving driven out the Carthaginian garrifon . For, if 
we can demonfirate evidently to you , that the public 
council of Locri had no fhare in the revolt , and that 
it was not with our confent , but by our firenuous en¬ 
deavours and courage that you regained poffeffton of 
our city , you will be more fenfibly ajfefted with the 
atrocious and enormous outrages , with which your 
lieutenant and foldiers have overwhelmed good and 
faithful allies . 

But I believe it proper to refer the explanation of 
the caufes that occafmed this double revolution , to 
another time \ and that for two recfons . Firfii in 

order 
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order that this affair may be treated in the prefence of A: R - 54S* 
Scipio, who retook our city, and is an irreproachable n ’ ‘ 204 “ 
witnefs of all we may have done, £00^ or bad: and 
in the feeond place, in whatfoever manner we may 
have ailed in refpeSt to you, we certainly could not 
have deferved the evils we have been made to fuffer . 

We cannot deny, Fathers, that as long as Amilcar 
was in our city with his Numidians and Africans, we 
did fuffer inhuman and horrid treatment from them: 
but that bears no comparifon to what we now under¬ 
go. I beg. Fathers, that you will not take offence 
at what I am going to fay, and which I do not repeat 
without extreme repugnance . It may aflually be faid, 
that all mankind expelt in fufpence which of the two 
People, the Romans or Carthaginians, fhall become 
maflers of the Univerfe. Now, if the choice were to 
be determined by the injuries we have received from 
the Carthaginians, or thofe we actually now receive 
from your garrifon, there is no body that could not 
prefer their government to yours. And however, thefc 
are the fentiments of the Locrians in refpett to you. 

When we fuffered much lefs cruel treatment from the 
Carthaginian garrifon, we had recourfe to your Gene¬ 
ral. And now when we undergo from your garrifm 
injuries, that far exceed the moft cruel hoftilities, it 
is to you only that we addrefs our complaints . 

6 ). Pleminius, your lieutenant, was fent to Locri 
to retake it from the Carthaginians, and continued 
there with the fame troops he had employed for the ex¬ 
pedition. fhis officer, (for the excefs of our injuries 
give us courage to fpeak freely ) has ?iothing either of 
the man, except the form, or of the Roman, except 
the habit and language. He is a mor.fter in nature , 
like thofe which fable Juppofes to have feized the Strait 
which feparates us from Sicily, for the misfortune of 
thofe who fail along the coafls of both. And were he 
the onh one who exercifed his avarice, cruelty and 
brutality ever your alliewe might perhaps, hour 
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' 29 *'it is. But he has given fuch a loofe to lioentioufnefs 

and diforder, that he has made every centurion, every 
foldier, a Pleminius. "There is not one of them who 
does not rob and plunder ; who does not beat, wound 
and mirtber: not me, wfio does not ravijh the mar¬ 
ried women, yo«/& of both fexes, after having 

tom them by force out of the arms of their parents . 

. Every day our city is in a manner taken by form ; 
every day it is plundered . Night and day the mourn¬ 
ful cries of worn era and children taken byforce, and 
carried off, are beard . To _/iv all in one word, there 
is not a family, not a perfon, at Locri, se>&0 not 
fuffered their fhare in the miferies Ifpeak of ; W 
there is no kind of injuft ice, violence and difgrace, not 
pr a fifed there. 

But there is one circumftance that affefis us more 
than all the reft, becaufe it regards the gods ; and in 
which it is not indifferent that you jlmld be informed, 
becaufe it might , if it pajfed with impunity, draw 
down their vengeance upon you. JVe have in our 
city a temple of Proferpina, the fanciity of which you 
no doubt have heard mentioned at the time when you 
were at war with Pyrrhus. It coft that Prince dear 
for having taken the treafurcs out of that temple , 
which had hitherto been inviolable. His fleet was 
flattered by a dreadful florin, and all the flips that 
had the treafures of the goddefs on board, were dafled 
to pieces upon our coaft. So terrible a difafter at 
length opened the eyes of that Prince, notwit h- 
ftanding his p‘ide and haughtinefs : he owned, that 
there were gods, and having caufed all the money he 
had taken to be amaffed, he caufed it to be carried 
back into the temple of Proferpina. Hois fatisfafiion 
did not prevent him from being to for lunate dll the reft 
of his life. Having been driven out of Italy, bt 
ended his-days at Argos by a death equally unhappy 
and unworthy of bis paft glory. 
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Tour Lieutenant and Tribunes, though well iac - A - 
qd'akted With this fail, and many others of the like Aj 
nstt&e, haw however not refrained from laying their ' 
facrilegious hands upon thefe tfeafum, and to tenia- * 
inmate themfehes > their houfis, and year foldiers with 
fo abominable a prey. I fhould be afraid, Fathers, if 
you did not take care to expiate their facrilegt bym 
exemplary reparation, that the goddefs would take- 
vingeance of your Commonwealth, 'which is innocent 
of it, as pe has already of the criminal. They have 
firmed two parties. Pleminius commanded one of 
them, and the legionary Tribunes were at the head of 
the other. They have come to blows feveral times, 
with no lefs- animofity and fury, than if they were 
fighting with the ’ Carthaginians . They have commit¬ 

ted unheard-of cruelties on both fides . And in this 

manner does• the goddefs punijh the violators of her 
temple. 

As to zvhat relates to the injuries we have fuftained, 
zve neither have had, nor ever flail have, recourfe to 
any butyourfelves to avenge them * We do not ajk you 
to give credit to our complaints immediately ,, and that 
you fhould condemn Pleminius unheard. Let him ap¬ 
pear in perfon: let hint hear our accufations, let him 
refute them. If in any thing we have advanced, 
there be found the 'leaf exaggeration, we do not re - 
fufe to be delivered up by you to all his fury, to all 
his brutality. * 

When the-deputies had done fpeaking, Sabins 
afked them, whether they had complained to Sci- 
pio. They anfwered, “ That they had fent de- 
“ puties to him: but that he was engroffedby 
making preparations for the war, and ihat hfc 
Cl was actually either embarked, or upon the 
u point of embarking for Africa. That befides, 
u they had experienced the Lieutenant’s influence 
* c with the Genera], when upon his raking;cogni- 
u zance of the affair between- that officer dnd tIre 

“ Tribunes, 
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ADtciSf!* 4 tribunes, he.had caufed the latter to be put in 

“ prifon, whereas he had continued that officer 

“ in place, though at leaft as criminal, or even 
“ morefo, than.them” 

Tabius After this account, the Locrians were difmiffedj 

zlinfts'ci- anc * t h e Senate took the matter into confideration. 
piowitb Many fliarply attacked, not only Pleminiufc, but 
great Scipio himfelf. Fabius fpoke with the moft 
zvarxtb; warmt } 1 ' m reproaching Scipio, <c That he was 

jg/™ 1, <c born to corrupt military difeipline. That ac- 

“ cordingly in Spain the fedition of his foldiers 
“ had done the Commonwealth more hurt than 
“ the arms of the Carthaginians. That by a IU 
“ cence hitherto unknown amongft the Romans, 
“ and purely tyrannical, he fometimes afted in 
“ refpeft to the troops with exceffive indulgence, 
u and fometimes with a rigour that rofe even to 
“ cruelty. He concluded, that Pleminius fiiould 
u be brought to Rome, and kept in prifon fill his 
“ trial; and that, if the accufations of the Lo- 
“ crians fhould be proved true, he fliould be 
“ ftrangled in prifon, and his whole fortune 
“ fhould be confifcated. That Scipio fhould be 
“ recalled to Rome for having quitted his pro- 
“ vince without the Senate’s permiffion ; and that 
“ the Tribunes of the People fliould be prevailed 
“ upon to make the People diveft him of his 
“ command. That the Locrians fhould be an- 
“ fwered, upon their being called in, that the Se- 
“ nate and People had no fhare in the oppreffions 
“ they complained of, and were highly affefted 
“ with them. That they fhould be told, they were 
“ confidered at Rome as perfons of worth and 
“ honour, and as good and faithful allies. That 
“'their wives, children, and eftates fhould be re- 
“ ftored to them. That an exaft: account fhould 
tc be taken of the treafures plundered, and that 
“ double the fum fhould be replaced in the tern- 
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pie. That a facrifice of expiation fhould be A - R - 54** ‘ 
offered, after previoufly confulting the college n * ,2 ° 4 ' 


44 of Pontiffs; to know from them the ceremonies 
necefiary to be obferved in it, to what gods to 
addrefs, and what viftims it was necefiary to 
offer for expiating the facrilege of thofe who 
had plunderd the treafures of Proferpina. And 

that all the foldiers 
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laftly, it was his opinion, 
in garrifon at Locri fhould be tranfported to 
Sicily, and that four cohorts of the Latin allies 
44 fhould be fent thither in their room.” 

The difpute between thofe who favoured Scipio 
and were againff him, prevented the voices from 
being taken, or any thing determined that day. 
Befides the crimes of Pleminius, and the mifery 
of the Locrians, that General was reproached with 
dreffing himfelf * unbecoming a foldier, and ef- 
pecially a Roman. To this was added, 66 That 
he paffed his time in hearing rhetoricians and 
philofophers, and in judging of the ftrength and 
44 addrefs of Athlete. That his officers, and his 
whole houfe lived in the fame effeminate man¬ 
ner in the midft of the pleafures of Syracufe. 
That he feemed to have forgot Carthage and 
Hannibal. That his whole army wallowing 
in the fame licentioufnefs, which had corrupted 
the foldiers of Sucro and thofe of Locri, was 
more formidable to the allies of the Roman 
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People than to their enemies.” The Senate 

Though thefe accufations, partly true and partly nominat e 
falfe, were fupported with fome probability, the 
Senate gave in to the opinion of Q^Metellus, who quire into 
agreed with Fabius in all points, except what con- the affair 
cerned the perfon of Scipio. 44 What would b e°ffbeLo- 

44 thought, faid he, if after having chofen Scipio ‘HTcom- 

plaints a- 

* It was for ufing a cloak lio crepidifque inambulate in'gainftSci* 
and fandals> which were peat- gymnafio. pi 0 . 

liar to the Greeks . Cum pah • Liv. xxix* 

Vo l. VI. O 44 whilft 20. 
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whilft very young for recovering Spain, which 
he hath effected with great prudence and va¬ 
lour ; if after having created him Conful to ter¬ 
minate the war •, if at the time that he gave 
reafon to hope that he would force Hannibal to 
quit Italy, and would conquer Africa, we (hould 
recall him on a fudden from his province, and 
force him to return to Rome with Pleminius, 
by condemning him in fome meafure without 
hearing him i and the rather as the Locrians 
have declared, that it was in hisabfence they had 
been oppreffed with all the ills they complained 
of, and that in confequence, he could be re¬ 
proached at mod with only having had too much 
indulgence for the commander he had left in 
their city. That it was his opinion, thkt the 
Prsetor M. Pomponius, to whom Sicily had 
fallen by lot, fhould be made to let out in three 
days for that province *, that the Confuls fhould 
fend ten Senators as commiffioners, with two 
Tribunes of the People and an iEdile along with 
him *, and that the Prcetor, with this council, 
fhould take cognisance of the whole affair. 
That if they fhould difcover, it was by Scipio’s 
confent the violences complained of had been 
exercifed upon the Locrians, that then he fhould 
be ordered to quit his province. That in cafe 
he fjaould be gone to Africa, the two Tribunes 
and the/Edilc, with iuch two of the commif¬ 
fioners as the Praetor fhould chufe, fhould fet 
out immediately for Africa: the Tribunes and 
iEdile, to bring Scipio back to Rome v and 
the two commiflioners to command the army, 
till a new General fhould be fent in his place. 
That if, on the contrary, M. Pomponius, and 
the ten commiffioners of the Senate, fhould 
find, that Scipio had no ihare in the misfortunes 
of the Locrians, he fhould then continue at the. 

“ head 
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“ head of his troops, and carry on the war ac- R - 54&* 

?• i* i >, Aat. 0**04, 

“ cording to his plan. 

The decree of the Senate having been drawn 

. . ,v. ibecorn- 

up according to this opinion, which was very miffioner: 
wife and well limited, the Tribunes of the People A' out fir 
were defired tochufe out of their number, or by p^j n * 
lot, the two who were to fet out with the Praetor rj con d m - 
and commifiioners. The college of Pontiffs was tied and 
eonfuked upon what was neceffary to be done for f e * 1 i0 

expiating the thefts and facrileges committed at LhTxxix 
Locri in the temple of Proferpina. -The Tribunes, 2 o, tu 

who fet out with the Praetor and the commiflioners, 
were M. Claudius Marcdlus, and M. Cjncius Ali- 
mentus. A Plebeian iEdile was affociated with 


them, who was, by their order, to feize Scipio, 
in cafe he (hould refufe to obey the Prastor either in 
Sicily or in Africa, if he was gone thither, and 
to bring him to Rome, in virtue of the facred and 
inviolable authority annexed to the office of the 
Tribunes of the People. This council thought 
proper to repair to Locri before they went to 
Meffina. 


They began by laying Pleminius in irons, and 
fending him to Rhegium, with thirty two of his 
accomplices. After which their firft care was, 
according to the inftru&ions they had received, to 
perform all that religion requited for the expiation 
of the facrilege. Having therefore feized all the 
money, that Pleminius and his troops had plunde¬ 
red, and added to it that which they had brought 
with them, after having replaced the whole in 
the temple of the goddefs, they offered to her a 
facrifice of expiation. 

The Prsetor afterwards aflembled the garrifon, 
and ordered them to quit the city, and to incamp 
in the midft of the country, forbidding every fob* 
dier, upon pain of the moft fevere punilbment, 
to remain in the place, or to carry away any thing 

0 2 with 
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a^lc 54 ^- h' m > that did not belong to him. He then 
,zar gave the Locrians permiffion to take their effedts 
wherefoever they found them, and to call for what¬ 
ever might have difappeared. But above all 
things, he commanded, that all the free perfons 
fhould be delivered up, threatening the greateft 
chaftifement to thofe who fhould prefume to re¬ 
tain any one whatfoever. And laftly, having af- 
fembledthe Locrians, he declared to them, 44 that 
C4 the Roman Senate and People reftored them 
* 4 their liberty and laws. That if any of them 
44 was defirous to accufe Pleminius, or any other 
44 perlbn, they had only to follow him to Rhe- 
44 gium. That if they intended to accufe Scipio 
44 in the name of their city, for having either or- 
44 dered or approved the violences, that had been 
44 committed againft them, they fhould fend their 
44 deputies to Medina, and that he would there 
46 examine the whole affair with his council 
The Locrians gave great thanks to the Praetor 
and commiflioners, and to the Roman Senate and 
People, adding, that they would accufe Plemini¬ 
us. 44 That as to Scipio, though he feemed little 
44 lenfible to their miferies, he was a perfon 
“ they chofe rather to have for a friend than an 
44 enemy. That they were fully convinced, it 
44 was neither by his order, nor confent, that fuch 
“ enormous oppreffions had been committed. 
“ That he had either believed Pleminius too 
44 much, or the Locrians too little. That there 
44 were perfons who naturally were enemies enough 
41 to crimes, to defire they fhould not be commit- 
14 ted *, but who had not refolution, enough to 
44 punifh them when they were ” 

This difcourfe, which juftified Scipio, gave the 
Praetor and commiffioners great pleafure, who were 
thereby difcharged from a very ungrateful part of 
their commiflion. They condemned Pleminius, 

and 
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and with him about two and thirty more, whom 
they fent to Rome bound hand and foot. As 
to themfelves they fet out for Sicily, in order to 
examine in perfon, whether the reproaches made 
Scipio upon his particular condudt and the little 
difcipline of his army, had any foundation, and 
to give an account of them afterwards to the 
Senate. 


Scipio having received advice, that they ap- 
proached Syracufe, prepared to vindicate himfejf 
by effects, and not by words. He made his troops Syracufe. 
affemble, and gave orders, that the fleet fhould Sci P io *? 
hold itfelf in readinefs, compleatly manned 

. . r . . 1 ^ , •• dicated. 

equipped, as lr he was give the Larthagimans Li v . xxix. 
battle that very day both by fea and land. The 22. 
day they arrived, he received them at home with 
abundance of refpett and politenefs; and the next 
morning, fhewed them both the fea and land ar¬ 
mies, not only in a condition to give the enemy 
battle, but each exhibiting the image of a battle 
in their different manner of exercife. He then 


conduced the Pmor and commiffioners to the 


magazines and arfenals, where they found in a- 
bundance, and in the beft order poffible, all the 
provifions, arms and machines necefiary in war. 

The fight of thefe preparations, as well in grofs and 
in general, as in detail and particular, filled them 
with fuch admiration, that they remained fully 
convinced, that if the Carthaginians could be con¬ 
quered, it mull be by this General and this army. 

They therefore exhorted Scipio to go to Africa 
with the proteftion of the gods, and to accom- 
plifh, as foon as poffible, the hopes which the Ro* 
man People had conceived the day when all the 
centuries had elefted him Conful; and they fet Return of 
out from Sicily with the fame joy, as if they were tb *‘ om ‘ 
returning to Rome to carry the news of the vifto- 
ry thither; and not of the grand preparations, 

0 3 which 
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a.s. 54*- which Scipio had made to put himfelf into a con 

jJJjJqh yj 0 btain it. 


of Pleminius and his accomplices having been car- 
p/gtstnias. r ied to Rome, were immediately put in prifon ; 
Liv. xiiz. ^ at having been brought before the Peo- 

z ~' pie by the Tribunes, they found them fo much 

prejudiced againft them by the injuries they had 
done the Locrians, that there Teemed no hope of 
any indulgence lor them. But as they were fre¬ 
quently made to appear in the Forum, the mutila¬ 
tion of Pleminius, in effed of catching the eyes of 
the People, made companion infenfibly fucceed to 
hatred and indignation •, befides which, regard for 
Scipio, though abfent, contributed much to incline 
the multitude in their favour. 


Authors differ concerning the manner in which 
that wretch ended his life. According to fome, he 
died in prifon before the People had paflfed fen- 
tence upon him. Others fay, he remained fome 
years in prifon ; at the end of which, having pre¬ 
vailed upon fome abandoned wretches to fet the 
city on fire in different parts, in order to efcape by 
favour of the tumult, he was difcovered, and 


firangled in the dungeon. 

.->io As to what regards Scipio, his affair was never 

h-. frr, treated any where but in the Senate, in which all 

r ibt Senlu r ^ e commiflioners and Tribunes unanimoufly fpoke 

with fuch great praifes of his fleet, his army, and 
perfonal merit, that all the Senators unanimoufly 
decreed, that he fhould go as foon as poflible to 
Africa, leaving him at liberty to chufe out of the 
troops in Sicily thofe he would take with him, and 
thole he Ihould leave behind to guard the province, 
Ref.saics Thus ended the important commiffion given to 
upon the fcveral of the principal magiftrates of Rome, of 

C Fabifsi{ which the chief objed was Scipio, for whole-ad- 
reJfcB u vantage it terminated ; but it did no honour to Fa- 
r bius, Whatever gre^t and jufi efteem the latter's 

exalted 


r 
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exalted merit had acquired him, his conduft in re- 
fpe& to Scipio, gives room for violent fefpieiofls 
of jealoufy and envy •, vices alone capable of ftrf- 
lying the moft glorious reputation. He oppofes 
that young General’s defign of going to Africa > 
and he does it with a rancour and inveteracy that 
favour ftrongly of thofe bad pafiions, though co* 
vered and difguifed, perhaps even to himfelf, un¬ 
der an apparent zeal for the public good. The 
defign having been approved in the Senate againft: 
his opinion, he employs his whole credit to thwart 
the execution of it, by preventing him from being 
fupplied with the neceffary funds, and from being 
permitted to make new levies. Scipio having 
Jurmounted all thefe obftacles, and gone .to Sifc|iy, 
Fabius catches at flying reports againft him,, -and 
without farther enquiry concludes for recalling 
him, and diverting him of the command. Gan 
we fee in fuch a proceeding the wifdom of an old 
man fo worthy' of veneration in other refpe&s ? 
We have here an effeft of (a) felf-love, foothed 
and fuftained by long fuccefs, and of a too great 
efteem for one’s own excellency, which can fuffer 
no rival. 

(*) Nimius fui fufpe&us, Sc fuaque mirandi. Sense, de 
infitum mortalitati vitium fe Bene/. II. 26. 
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BOOK THE TWENTIETH. 


THE 

ROMAN HISTORY. 

^ HIS book contains the hiftory of almoft 
I five years, from the 548th to the 552c! 
M. year of Rome. The principal fafts in¬ 
cluded in it are, the arrival of Scipio in Africa, 
the burning of two of the enemy’s camps, the de¬ 
feat and taking of Syphax, the hiftory of Sopho- 
nifba, Hannibal’s departure from Italy, his defeat 
at the battle of Zama in Africa, and peace grant¬ 
ed to the Carthaginians, which terminates the fe- 
cond Punic war. 


SECT. I. 

Syphax marries Sopbonifba, the daughter of Afdru- 
bal. Syphax renounces his amity with Scipio and 
the alliance of the Romans . Scipio conceals the 

infidelity of Syphax from bis troops . Scipio re¬ 

pairs to Lilybgum, and prepares every thing for 
the departure of the fleet. It Jails . Hhe fleet an¬ 
chors in Africa. Confternation of the country and 
cities. Scipio ravages the country , after having 
defeated a detacbmM of the Carthaginian cavalry. 
Mafiniffa joins Scipio . Action between the caval¬ 
ry. Han no is defeated , and killed , by Scipio. 
Scipio ravages Africa . He undertakes the fiege of 

Utica> 




Cornelius, Sempronius, Confuls. 201 

Utica, and is obliged to fufpend it. Convoys fent 
to Scipio. ‘The Conjul Sempronius is defeated by 
Hannibal , and foon after beats him in his turn 
with great advantage. The Conjul Cornelius keeps 
Etruria in awe. Extravagant and indecent con¬ 
duct of the Cenfors Livius and Nero . 


M. Cornelius. 
P. Sempronius. 


A« R. 

Ant. C.204* 


W HILST the Romans were engroffed by Syphax 

the affairs I have been relating, the Cartha- marrUs 
ginians on their fide took meafures againft the de- 
figns of their enemy. They had erefted fentry- daughter. 
boxes, and beacons upon all the promontories. Liv. xxix. 
And after having pafled the winter in perpetual ap- 2 3 * 
prehenfion and alarm, informing themfelves of 
every thing, and trembling on every advice they 
received, they at length concluded an alliance with 
King Syphax, which was of no fmall importance 
for their defence: and deprived Scipio of one of 

the principal fupports, upon which he had relied, 
in forming his plan for invading Africa. Afdru- 
bal, the fon of Gifgo, was not only united with 
Syphax by the ties of hofpitality they had con¬ 
tracted together, when on his return from Spain 
he met Scipio, as we have laid, in that Prince’s 
palace \ but there fubfifted a projeft for a clofer 
alliance between them, and the Carthaginian ne¬ 
gotiated the marriage of his daughter Sophonilba 
with the Numidian Prince. He had formely 
promifed her to Mafiniffa: but the interefts of his 
houfe eafily difpenfed with that engagement. He 
haftened to compleat the treaty with Syphax, and 
feeing him exceffively enamoured of Sophonifba, 
he caufed her to come from Carthage, and mar¬ 
ried her without delay. In the midft of the feafts 

and rejoicings for the nuptials, Afdrubal defired 

Syphax 
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a^r. ^48. Syphax to add to the private alliance they had 

L Cjia ^ lately made with each other, a public one between 

the Numidiansand Carthaginians. The King ac¬ 
cepted the propofal, and each engaged by oath, 
that from thenceforth the two ftates fhould have 
the lame friends and enemies. 

Sjpbax re- For the reft, Afdrubal not having forgot the 
vovzaitbe alliance Syphax had alfo fwom with Scipio, and 

V 1 ?*? . knowing how little the promifes of that barbarous 

Sapio , and n • 0 1 i- 1 , 

the alii- Frince were to be relied upon, he 
ance of the that the marriage with his daughter 
Ramans. we ak a tie to bind him, when Scipio Ihould arrive 

in Africa. For this reafon, taking advantage of the 
Numidian Prince’s firft orders, he prevailed upon 
him by his inftances to which the young bride ad¬ 
ded her carefles, to fend Ambaffadors to Scipio 
in Sicily, to declare to him “ that the promifes 
44 he had made him, when he received him at his 
44 Court, fhould not be a motive for him to come 

44 to Africa. That he had married the daughter 
44 of Afdrobal, the fon of Gifgo, with whom 
44 Scipio had lodged in his palace 5 and that in 
44 confequence of this particular union, he had 
64 made a public alliance with the People of Car- 
4C thage. That his firft intentions were, that the 
46 Romans fhould make war againft the Carthagi- 
46 nians far from Africa, as they had done hither- 
44 to, in order that he might not be under the ne- 
44 ceffity of taking part in theft difference, and of 
44 joining one fide by declaring againft the other. 
44 Bat that if the Romans fhould come to attack 
44 Africa, and their army fhould approach Car'- 
’ c thage, he fhould not be able to avoid fighting 
44 for Africa, which had given him birth, and 
44 for the country of Jus fpoufe and 1 father-in 1 - 
cc Taw” 

The ambafladers, whom Syph&t charged with 
this commiffion found Scipio at Syracufe. Though 

the 


apprehended 
would be tfio 
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the inconftancy of Syphax made that General lofe 
a confiderable refource, upon which he had much ’ ' 10 
relied, for the fuccefs of his defigns againft Africa, 
he was not difcouraged •, but immediately difmif- 
fing the ambaffadors of that Prince, before the 
fubjed of their voyage was known in the army, 
he gave them a letter to their matter, in which he 
exhorted him in the ftrongeft terms, “ not to vio- 
“ late the laws of hofpitality, by which they were 
“ bound to each other ; to remember the alliance, 

“ which he had made with the Roman People ; 

“ not to betray his faith, honour, and confcience; 

“ and laftly to refped and fear the gods, the wit- 
« neffes and avengers of treaties.” For the reft, 
as it was not poffible to conceal the arrival of the 
Numidians, who had been feen in different parts 
of the city 5 and that it was to be feared, on one 
fide, that the motive of their voyage would be dif- 
covered by the very care taken to conceal it, and 
on the other that the rumour of this rupture, when 
it fhould break out, might difcourage the troops: 

Scipio, to avert the bad effed, which this affair 
might occafion, fubftituted a falfe and diredly op¬ 
posite one to it. Accordingly having affembled 
his foldiers, he told them, “ That there was no 
“ longer any time to lofe. That the King’s allies 
“ preffed him to come immediately to their aid. 

“ That Mafiniffa had before had an interview with 
“ Laelius, to complain of his delaying fo long: 

“ that Syphax had now fent ambaffadors to afk, 

“ what reafons he could have that kept him fo 
“ long in Sicily. That he defired him either to 
come as foon as poffible to Africa, or, if he had 
“ changed his plan, to let him know it; in order 
“ that he might take fuch meafures as he fhould 
“ judge neceffary to his own fecurity, and that of 
“ his kingdom. That therefore, as every thing 
■■ was ready for their departure, and it was not 

“ poffible 
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& ipio re¬ 
pairs 1 9 

hilybaum^ 

and pre¬ 
pares every 
thing for 
the depar¬ 
ture of 
the fleet. 

Liv. xxlx. 
2 4 - 


poflible to delay any longer, his defign was to 
“ fend his fleet to Lilybzeum, to rendezvous all 
V his troops both horfe and foot there, and with 
46 the protection of the gods, to embark for Africa 
44 with the firft fair wind.” 

This plain and bold falfity, which Scipio ufes 
here in refpect to Syphax would have became a 
Carthaginian, better than a Roman 5 and is far 
from the difpofition fo much admired in Epami- 
nondas, who was as great a captain as Scipio, but 
more delicate than him in point of truth, for which 
he had fo high a veneration, that he did not be¬ 
lieve it allowable to lie even in jeft, and by way 
of diverfion. Adeo veritatis diligent , ut ne joco quu 
diem mentiretur. 

Scipio, in confequence, wrote to M. Pompo- 
nius, *0 defire him to meet at Lilybreum, if, he 
thought proper, in order that they might confider 
in concert what legions and what number of troops 
it was proper to carry to Africa. At the fame 
time he fent orders throughout the whole coaft, for 
afiembling and bringing to Lilybsum all the tranf- 
pore fhips that could be drawn together. All the 
troops and fhips in Sicily having repaired 'to Lily- 
bseum, the city could not contain fo many foldiers, 
nor the port fo many veflels, and the whole multi¬ 
tude had fo much ardor for fetting fail, that they 
feemed to be going to Africa, not to make war, 
but to reap the fruits of a victory already certain. 
The foldiers, who had furvived the battle of 
Cannse, were perfuaded, that only Scipio could 
give them occafion of deferving by great and im¬ 
portant fervice the end of their difgrace, and 
their re-eftablifhment in all their rights. Scipio, 
on his fide, did not defpife thofe troops. He was 
convinced, that it was not through their cowar¬ 
dice, that the battle of Cannse had been loft j and 
he knew that there were not older foldiers in all the 

Roman 
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Roman armies•, and that befides, they were expe- a 
rienced not only in the different kinds of combat, 
but in fieges. Thefe troops compofed the fifth 
and fixth legions. He reviewed them *, and 
formed a chofen corps out of them, feparating 
from them fuch as did not promife good fervice, 
and fupplying their places with thofe he had 
brought from Italy. He alfo reinforced thofe le¬ 
gions in refpedt to number, and made each confift 
of fix thoufand two hundred foot, and three hun¬ 
dred horfe. Of the Latin allies, horfe and foot, 
he alfo gave the preference to thofe, who had been 
at the battle of Cannse. The number of the troops 
that embarked is not exaftly known : hiftorians 
differ much upon this head. The fleet confided 
of fifty large (hips, and almoft four hundred trans¬ 
ports. 

Scipio took great care, that it Should want for 
nothing, and in order to that was very circum- 
ftantial in feeing, whether his orders were duly 
executed. M. Pomponius, who had the care of 
the provifions, caufed enough for forty five days 
to be put on board, of which for fifteen were ready 
dreffed. Water was alfo put on board for horfe 
and man for a like number of days. The trans¬ 
ports were difpofed in the centre, covered, on the 
right by twenty large (hips, commanded by the 
General in perfon, and by L. Scipio his brother, 
and on the left by as many (hips of the fame kind, 
under C. Lselius, commander of the fleet, and 
M. Portius Cato the Quaeftor. Each of the great 
fhips had a lanthorn, the tranfports two ; and the 
Admiral three for diftinftion, and for being the 
more eafily known. He commanded the pilots to 
anchor on the coaft of the diftrift * Emporia , 

* Emporia was in the little of Capes, upon the coaft of the 
Syrtis, vow called the gulph kingdom of Tunis, 

whofe 
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whofe inhabitants, little warlike, and even ener¬ 
vated by the pleafures and fertility of the foil. 
Teemed lead capable of making refiftance. The 
departure was fixed for the next day. 

Many Roman fleets had been Teen to fet fail 
from Sicily and even from the port of Lilybaeum *, 
but, neither during this, nor throughout the whole 
courfe of the firft war had one been diftinguifhed 
by fo great a concourfe of fpe&ators. However, 
if a fleet were to be judged of by its greatnefs, 
there had one been feen, which had tranfported 
beyond fea both the Confuls with two confular ar¬ 
mies, compofed of almoft as many fhips of war, 
as Scipio had tranfports at this time. But the im¬ 
portance of this fecond war, which was infinitely 
fuperior to the other; the extreme danger in which 
Italy had been, and frill was, after fo many bloody 
defeats ; Scipio’s great reputation, founded on the 
glorious exploits he had already performed, and 
upon thofe expe&ed from his courage and good 
fortune; the bold defign of going to Africa, 


which had not yet entered the thoughts of any other 
General; the report, which he had fpread with an 
air and tone of confidence, that he was going to 
force Hannibal out of Italy, and to remove the 
war into Africa, where it would at length be ter¬ 
minated : all this had excited an eager curiofity 
in the minds of all People, and drawn an extraor¬ 
dinary attention upon the departure of the fleet. 
The port was covered not only with all the inha¬ 
bitants of Lilybsum, but alfo of a great number of 
deputies from the States of Sicily, whom either the 
defire of making their court to Scipio, or their af¬ 
fairs with the Prsetor Pomponius, had brought 
into that city. Befides which, the foldiers of the 
legions who remained in Sicily were come thither, 
to take leave of their comrades. And if the fleet 
attraftedthe eyes of that infinite multitude*which 

filled 
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filled the ports and the parts of the fhore from A - s& 
whence it could be feen •, that multitude itfelf did Aat * c * xQ * 
not make a much lefs fplendid appearance. 

Affoon as it was day, Scipio appeared upon the 
deck of the Admiral’s (hip, and having com¬ 
manded an herald to make filence: 0 gods and god - 
dejfes of the fea and land , faid he, I implore and con¬ 
jure you to give fuccefs to all the defegns 1 have formed 
and /hall form hereafter , and make them turn to my 
advantage and glory , as well as to thofe of the Roman 
People , the allies of the Latin name , and all who 
hear arms under the aujpices of the Roman People 
and mine % as well by fea as land: to grant us front* 
day to day> and to continue to us more and more your 
protection \ to give us viSory and triumph over our 
enemies \ to bring us back to our country laden with 
their Jpolls , and full of joy and health: to give us the 
means of avenging ourfelves upon our public and pri¬ 
vate enemies , and to make all the misfortunes fall 
upon the Commonwealth of the Carthaginians , with 
which they have menaced the Roman People . After 
this prayer, the viftim was flain, and according 
to cuftom he threw the raw entrails into the fea, 
and gave the fignal for failing by the found of 
trumpet. 

Having let out with a fair wind, they foon loft 
fight of the fhore. But fo thick a mill arofe to¬ 
wards noon, that the (hips could fcarce keep clear 
of each other. When they were farther out at fea, 
it grew calm ; and the fame fog having conti¬ 
nued during all the next night, it difperfed at fun- 
rife, and the wind began to grow fair and frefh, 
fo that they foon perceived the land. A moment 
after the pilot told Scipio, that they were not 
above five miles from Africa : that he could de- 
fcry the * promontory of Mercury ; and that, if 

* 'The cape Bon< in the kingdom of- Tunis, near the city called 
ant Unity G types. 

it 
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a. r. 54s. h were his order to fleer that way, the whole fleet 
1,0,14 would focn be in the port. Scipio immediately 

prayed to the gods, that having made the land of 
Africa, might be for the good fortune of himfelf 
and the Commonwealth and he ordered the pilot 
to come to an anchor a little lower. 

The fame wind continued blowing. But a fog 
like that the night before, and almoft at the fame 
time, arofe, which deprived them of the fight of 
the land, and made the wind fall. Night came 
on, which made it entirely impoflible for them to 
think of landing. They call anchor, to keep the 
(hips from running foul of each other, or from 
Arrival of driving afhore. Affoon as day appeared, the 
the fleet in wind began to blow again ; and the fog being 

cleared up, the coafls of Africa appeared. Scipio 
2 7t afked the name or the next promontory, and on 

being told that it was called the Fine promontory 
( Pulcbri) I like the Omen , faid he, let us land here . 
Immediately all the prows were turned that way, 
and the troops were landed. 

Cenflerna- After this, the Romans incamped upon the ad- 
^^ r ^/ ; jacent eminences. The fight already, firft of the 
/L and fleet* and then of foldiers, quitting their fhips in 
country, throngs, had fpread terror and confirmation, not 
Liv.xxix. on iy through the adjacent countries, but even into 

z8, the cities. A confuted multitude of men, women, 

and children, who fled, driving their cattle before 
them, had thronged all the ways, fo that it might 
be faid, that Africa was abandoned by all its inha¬ 
bitants. But the country people brought much 
greater terror into the cities, than that they had 
been before feized with. Particularly at Carthage 
the dread and confirmation were as great, as if the 
city had been taken by ftorm. For from the time, 
that the Confuls Manlius and Regulus, that is above 
fifty years before, the Carthaginians had not feen a 
Roman army in their country. All the hoftilities 

were 
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were confined to fome defcenrs, which had not ^* C 54S ' 
had any confequences. This rendered the terror * ,3 °** 
the greater. And indeed, they had neither an 
army of fufficient ftrength, nor a General of fiiffi- 
cienr experience, to defend them againft the troops 
and General of the Romans. Aid rubai, the fon 


of Gifgo, had abundance of reputation and merit: 
but every body remembered, that the fame Scipio 
had defeated him feveral times in Spain, and had 
at length driven him out of the province ; and 
they did not believe him more capable of oppofmg 
Scipio, than their troops railed in hade to oppofe 
the Veterans of the enemy. For this reafon, as if 
Scipio was coming to attack Carthage, they cried 
out to arms, (hut their gates, ported armed fol- 
diers upon the walls, and placed guard-houfes and 
fentinels every where * and they kept watch du¬ 
ring the night. 

The next day, five hundred horfe, who had 
been fent towards the fea*coaft to obferve the mo¬ 


tions of the Romans and harrafs them in landing, 
met fome of the enemy’s advanced guards. For 
Scipio had already fent his fleet towards Utica, 
and, as to himfelf, having removed a little from 
the fea, he had feized the neighbouring eminences, 
and had placed part of his cavalry in fome advan- 

ragious ports, whilft the reft were detached to 
plunder the country. A combat of the cavalry 
enfued, which was not in favour of the Carthagi¬ 
nians. Some of them were killed in the a&ion it- 


felf, but much more in the flight*, of the number of 
which was a youngCarthaginian officer,named Han- 
no, who commanded the party. Scipio was not con¬ 
tented with ruiningthecountries round about: heat- 
tacked and took a town of fome opulence in the 
neighbourhood, wherein, befide 3 confukrable 
plunder, with which he immediately loaded his 
Vol. VI. P flaps, 
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{hips, and lent them to Sicily, he took eight thou¬ 
fand prifoners both freemen and (laves. 

In the beginning of fuch an expedition, as this 
of the Romans againft Africa, the flighteft aids 
are fometimes of great importance, arid always 
give a fenfible pleafure. It was therefore with 
great joy that Scipio faw Mafiniffa arrive in his 
camp. That Prince, who was young at this time, 
had differed great misfortunes, having been de¬ 
prived of his kingdom, obliged to fly from pro¬ 
vince to province, and .frequently upon the very 
■point of loling his life. Syphax, animated by Af- 
drubal, had declared againft, and made a cruel war 
upon him. Syphax was King of the Mafefylians, 
Mafiniffa of the Maffylians. Thefe two States were 
both denominated Numidians. Mafiniffa therefore as 
we have faid,came to join Scipio with two thoufand 
horfe according to fome,and only with two hundred 
according to others. The unhappy ftate of his af¬ 
fairs makes the latter opinion mod probable. 

The Carthaginians having made levies, fet a 
new body of cavalry on foot in the room of that, 
which had been defeated with its leader, and gave 
the command of it to Hanno fon of Amilcar. They 
lent letters after letters, deputies after deputies to 
Afdrubal and Syphax, to prefs them to aft. They 
ordered the one to come to defend his country al- 
moft befieged by the enemy. They conjured the 
other to haften to the aid of Carthage and all 
Africa. Scipio was then about a thoufand paces 
from the city of Utica, whither he matched to in¬ 
camp, after having continued fome days on the 
lea-fide oppofite to his fleet. 

As Hanno, with the horfe, that had been given 
him, far from being able to attack the enemy, 
was not in a condition to prevent them from plun¬ 
dering the country, his firft care was to make le¬ 
vies for augmenting the number of his horfe. 

With- 
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Without refilling thofe of other nations, he lifted A - R - 548* 
as many Numidians as he could, who were the 
bed horfe foldiers in Africa, He had drawn to¬ 
gether about lour thoufand horfe, when he (hut 
himfelf up in the city of Salera. Scipio after hav- 
ing direfted Mafinifla how he was to aft, gave 
him orders to make excurfions as far as the gates 
of that city, in order to draw on the enemy to a 
battle. They did not fail to come out, and 
charge Mafinifla. The battle enfued by degrees, 
and was long doubtful. At length that Prince, as 
if he had found himfelf the weaker, began td 
give way, not by a precipitate flight, but fighting 
in retreat, and drew on the enemy as far as the 
hills, behind which the Roman cavalry were con¬ 
cealed. Scipio’s troops, who were frefh as well as 
their horfes, then appeared, and furrounded Hanno 
and his Africans, who were much fatigued in effeft 
of fighting, and purfuing Mafinifla. Mafinifla 
on his fide faced about, and renewed the battle. 

Hanno, with about a thoufond horfe, having been 
feparated from the reft of his troops by the Ro¬ 
mans, and thereby rendered incapable of making 
off, were killed upon the fpot. All the reft, ter¬ 
rified with the death of their General, fled full 
fpeed. But the viftors purfued them almoft ten 
leagues, and either took or killed about two thou¬ 
fand more, amongft whom were two hundred 
Carthaginians illultrious by their birth and for¬ 
tunes. 

The fame day this battle was fought, the fhip9 
which had carried the firft plunder to Sicily, of 
which we have fpoke, returned with neW prb- 
vifions. 


Scipio made confiderable prefents to the officers sciph ra¬ 
in proportion to their valour: but he treated Mafi- in* the 
niffa with more diftinftion than any of them. He ^ 
put a ftrong garrifon into Salera, and marching Liv.xxix, 

P 2 with 35. 
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54 $* with the reft of his troops, he not only ravaged all 
the countries, through which he paffed, but on his 
way took a great number of cities and towns, and 
having fpread the terror of his arms on all fides, 
he returned to his camp feven days after he had 
left it, bringing with him a vaft multitude of men 
and catde, with infinite plunder of all kinds, 
which hecaufed to be put on board his Ihips, and 
fent them back to Sicily laden with rich fpoils. 


He under- The Vuftor, abandoning the plunder, and other 
takes the expeditions of little confequence, turned all his 

^Utief and ^ orces againft the city of Utica, with defign, after 
is obliged having taken it, to make it a place of arms, 
ufuffend which would be very advantagious for him in the 
iL execution of his defigns. He attacked it at once 

by fea and land, being abundantly provided with 
all machines neceffary for a fiege. Carthage took as 
much pains to fave this place, as if itfelf had been 
attacked. Afdrubai, by the levies which he made 
with all poffible diligence, fet on foot an army of 
thirty thoufand foot and three thoufand horfe. 
But with fuch confiderable forces, he did not dare 
to approach the enemy, till Syphax came to join 
him. That Prince arrived at laft with fifty thou¬ 
fand foot and ten thoufand horfe. Afdrubal then 
immediately began his march, and incamped with 
him not far from Utica and the intrenchments of 


the Romans. All the benefit they reaped from fo 
confiderable an armament, was to oblige Scipio to 
fufpend the fiege of Utica, after having ineffectually 
employed, during forty days all imaginable efforts 
to carry it. In confequence, as the winter ap¬ 
proached, he incamped upon a promontory, that 
extended a confiderable way into the fea, and 
joined the terra firma by a kind of narrow ifthmus, 
inclofing both the fea and land armies within the 
fame works. 


Befides 
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Bsfides the corn, which Scipiohad taken in the A. R.54&. 

. 1 1 1 ^ jl t 1 j Ant* 20^« 

countries he had plundered, and that he had Convoys 

Italy, the Proprietor Cn .fent to Sci- 

a very great quantity, 

which had been fent him from Sardinia by Ti. ^' XX1X * 
Claudius Prastor of that province : fo that he not 
only filled the magazines he had already, but was 
obliged to have more built. As his foldiers want¬ 
ed cloaths, he fent the fame OCtavius to Sardinia 
to confer with the Praetor of that province upon 
that head. He punctually acquitted himfelf of 
that commiffion; and in a very fhort time brought 
back twelve hundred robes, {togas) and twelve 
thoufand tunicks. 


brought from Sicily and 
Oftavius brought him 


The fame campaign that thefe things paffed in 
Africa, the Conful P. Sempronius, who had Brut- 
tium for his province, was attacked upon his 
march by Hannibal. The two enemies fought in' 
parties rather than line of battle. The Conful 
was repulfed, left twelve hundred of his troops 
upon the fpot, and regained his camp in no little 
diforder. Hannibal however did not venture to 
attack him in it. The Conful in confequcnce 

quitted it the night following, after having given 
the Proconful Publius Licinius notice to join him 
with his legions. When the two Generals were 
joined, they marched with both armies in quell of 
Hannibal to offer him battle, which he did not 


Semproni¬ 
us is de¬ 
feated by 

Hannibal, 
and after¬ 
wards 
beats him 
in bis turn 
with very 
great ad¬ 
vantage. 


hefitate to accept. He was encouraged by the 
victory, which he had already gained, and Sem¬ 
pronius by the augmentation of his forces. The 
Conful pofled his own legions in the front, and 
thofe of Licinius in the corps de referve . He de¬ 
feated the Carthaginians, put them to flight, killed 
them above four thoufand men, and took near 


three hundred with forty horfes and eleven en 
figns. Hannibal, difeouraged by this defeat, re 

tired towards Croton. 



During 
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keeps E- 
truria it 
cvje. 


a.r. 54s- During this time, the Conful M. Cornelius in 
ThfConjul the other part of Italy, employed rigorous profe- 
Cornelius cutions, rather than the force of arms, to keep 

and bring over the Hetrurians to their duty, who 
on Mago’s approach, had almoft all of them 
differed themlcives to be carried away by the love 
of novelty, and the defire of changing their 
mailers. 

At Rome the Ccnfors M. Livius and C. Clau¬ 
dius reviewed the Senate. Fabius Maximus 
was declared Prince of it for the fecoud time. They 
laid a new duty upon fait, or rather an additional 
one: 1 haye fpoke of it elfewhere. The Cetifus 
was compleated later than ufual, becaufe the Cen- 
fors fent perfons into the provinces to know the 
exact number of the foldiers, of which each army 
confided. That of all the citizens, amounted to 

» 9 • 1 

two hundred and fourteen thoufand men. It was 
C. Claudius that clofed the Luftrum , that is the 
religious ceremony of the Cenfui. 


They then began the review of the Knights, 
and both the Cenfors, by an accident that feems 


Extrava¬ 
gant and 

SV Angular, were of that order. When they came 
tbsCenfoTs to the Tribe Pollia, of which M. Ljvius was, 
Livius and as t he crier hefitated to cite the Cenfor hjmfelf: 
^: r5 ‘ . Cite M. Livius , laid Nero •, and whether he re- 

2XII# y . * • 

* tained fome remains of enmity to him, or impro¬ 
ve. Mix. perly affedted to fliew a rigid feverity, he ob¬ 
liged Livius to * refign his horfe, under pretence, 
that he had been condemned by the People. M, 
Livius, in his turn, in reviewing the Tribe Nar- 
nienfis, obliged Nero, who was of it, to fell his 
horfe, for two reafons: fird, becaufe he had borne 
falfe witnels againft him •, and fecondly, becaufe 
he had not been reconciled to him in earneft. 
Thus were the whole Romap People witneffes of 


II. 9. 


? Teat ivat to degrade bias from the rank of Knight. 


a very 
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a very fcandalous quarrel between two Cenfors, 
v/ho were each mutually bent to deftroy the other’s 
reputation, at the expence of his own. When the 
queftion was to quit their office, C. Claudius fwore, 
according to the cuftom, that they had done no¬ 
thing that was not conformable to the laws * arid 
going to the public treafury, he placed his col- 
legue in the number of thofe to whom he gave the 
degrading name of Tributaries: * ararios. M. 
Livius carried his revenge ftill farther. For when 
he came to the public treafury after his collegue, 
except the Tribe Metia, which had neither com 
demned, nor elefted him Conful and Cenfor after 
his fentence, he degraded with-the fame ignominy 
all the reft of the Roman People, that is, thirty- 
four whole Tribes: “ As a punifhment, added 
44 he, for having fir ft fentenced him unjuftly, and 
“ then elefted him Conful and Cenfor •, for they 
iC could not deny, but that they had commitred a 
41 crime, either once in the fentence they had paf- 
“ fed againft him, or twice in the aflembiies, 
44 wherein they had raifed him to the great offices, 
44 after they had condemned him. He faid, that 
44 Claudius was included in the thirty-four 
“ Tribes •, but that if there had been any example 
44 of a citizen’s being condemned twice in the 
16 fame penalty, he (hould not have failed to have 
44 noted C. Claudius by name.” 

Livy’s opinion of this conduct of the Cenfors i$ 
remarkable. He approves that of Livius in re- 
fpeft to the People. The (a) People, fays he, 
well deferved to be noted for their inconftancy j 
and the reproaches he made them perfeftly become 


* So thofe were called , whom 
the Cenfors deprived of all the 
rights of citizens , except the 
obligation of paying taxes. 

(a) Pravum certamen nota- 


rum inter Cenfores: eaftigatio 
inconftantia populi cenforia, 

& gravitate temporum illorum 
digna. Liv. 
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A. R 54S. the feverity of a Cenfor, and the gravity of the 
^ c ' 2 °^ magiftrates of thofe times: but the animofity, 

which thefe two Cenfors Ihew again ft each other, 
was of very bad example, and flowed from a le¬ 
vity of mind, that difhonoured the wife conduft 
they had obferved during their Confulffiip, and 
refkfted a kind of infamy upon their mod glo¬ 
rious afiions. Accordingly that conduct render¬ 
ed them odious, and as foon as they quitted their 
office, C. Baebius, one of the Tribunes of the Peo¬ 
ple, believing the cccafion favourable for recom¬ 
mending himlelf at their expence, accufed them 
before the People. But the Senators fuppreffed 
this affair, in order that the Cenforfhip might not 
in the confequence be expofed to the caprice of the 
multitude. 

As the time for the elections approached, M. 
Cornelius was made to return to Rome, who had 
no war upon his hands in Hetruria, rather than 
Sempronius, who had Hannibal to oppofe. Cn. 
Servilius Depio, and C. Sirvilius Geminus, were 
created Confuls; after which the other magiftrates 
were elefted. 


SECT. II. 

1 )ifributlcn of the provinces between the Confuls , 
Praife of Licinius, Scipio continued in command . 
The Confuls repair to their provinces. Scipio forms 
a great dcfign , and however amufes Sypbax with 
the hope of an accommodation. Scipio difcovers his 
defign , whim is to burn the two camps of the ene¬ 
my, and executes it with fuccefs. General confer - 
nation of Carthage . The Carthaginians and Sy¬ 

pbax raife new troops to continue the war . A bat¬ 
tle is fought , in which Scipio is victorious. He 
takes all the cities dependent on Carthage . Con¬ 
fer nation of the inhabitants of that city . fianni- 
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bal is recalled into Africa. The Carthaginians at¬ 
tack the Roman fleet , and gain a flight advan¬ 
tage. Mafinijfa is reinftated in the pojfejfion of 
his kingdom . Syphax raifes new forces. He is 
defeated by Lcelius and Mafinijfa , and taken pri- 
foner. Cirta , the capital of Syphax 9 s dominions , 
furrenders to Mafinijfa. Sophonijba 9 s difcourfe to 
Mafinijfa. Mafinijfa efpoufes Sophonijba. Syphax 
is carried prifoner to the Roman camp. He en¬ 
deavours to juftify himfclf to Scipio , by accufing 
Sophonijba . Scipio reproaches Mafinijfa with 
great mildnefs and referve. Mafinijfa fends poifon 
to Sophonijba. She drinks it with great refolution . 
Scipio confoles Mafinijfa , and gives him the higheji 
praifes . Lcelius carries Syphax and the prifoners 
to Rome. Lhe Carthaginians fend to demand 
peace of Scipio. Conditions of peace propofed by 
Scipio. Lcelius arrives at Rome. Joy occafmed 
by the news of the victories gained in Africa. Ma¬ 
finijfa 9 s AmbaJJadors well received by the Senate. 
Mago is defeated. He receives orders to return to 
Africa. He dies on the way. 


Cn. Servilius Cepio. 
C. Servilius Geminus. 


A. R« 549, 
Act. C.203# 


T HESE two-Confuls entered upon office Difiribu - 1 

the fixteenth year of the fecond Punic war . tlon °f the 
They drew lots for the provinces, and Bruttium between 
fell to Csepio, and Hetruria to Servilius Gemi- the two 
nus. The provinces of the other Generals were 
then fettled. \ w ' 

P. Licinius, who had commanded the year of p r aife <f 
his Confulftiip, and the year following, was re- Licinius. 
called. Livy here gives us a pifture of him, which 
reprefents him as an accomplifhed perfon. He 
had all the exterior advantages of nature and for¬ 
tune \ birth, riches, a fine mien, and a beautiful 

perfon. 
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a. r. 549- perfon. He had eloquence of every kind ; and 
Ast,Cl ° 3 ’ was equally capable of pleading at the bar, fpeak- 

ing in the Senate, and haranguing before the Peo¬ 
ple. As he was Pontifex Maximus, he had'parti¬ 
cularly ftudied the laws of religion, and made 
himfelf perfectly matter of them. And laftly, to 
all the other talents, natural and acquired, which 
he poffeffed in as eminent a degree as any other 
Roman, he added the qualities of a foldier, and 
his Confulthip had afforded him occafions of ma¬ 
king them appear. 


Scipio con¬ 
tinued in 
tommand. 


The duration in command was fixed for all 
others: but it was decreed that Scipio fliould re¬ 
tain his, till the war in Africa fhould be termi¬ 


nated, without limiting any time *, and public 
prayers were appointed, to implore the favour 
and prote&ion of the gods, for the enterprize 
Scipio had already happily began by going to 
Africa. The fea and land forces with which the 


Romans made war this year, amounted to twenty 
legions, and an hundred and fixty large (hips. 

The Con- When the Confuls had difcharged all the duties 

of religion, they fet out, as well as the Prators, 

provinces. for their refpefti/e provinces. But they were all 
Liv. xxx. principally intent upon Africa, as if the lots had 
3 - given it themfelves for a province * whether they 

thought that the fafety and glory of the Common¬ 
wealth depended on the fucceffes they fliould have 
on that fide: or that they were glad of an occa- 
Con to pleafe Scipio, upon whom the eyes of the 
whole city were turned. For which reafon they 
fent cioaths, com, arms, and every kind of mu¬ 
nitions, in emulation of each other, not only from 
Sardinia, as we have faid above, but from Sicily 
and Spain. 

Scipio, on his fide, afted as a man of fuperior 
genius, taking in every thing at once, and making 
head on all fides. He had, no doubt, employ¬ 


ment 
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ment enough. For, befides the fiege of Utica *£-^ 4 * 
which he continued, he was obliged to keep up- ' ,2 ° s ' 
on his guard againft Afdrubal, who was incamped 
in view; and the Carthaginians had put a well 
equipped fleet to fea, with a defign to cut off his 
proviflons. 

In the midft of all thefe cares, he had not re- Scipio 
nounced all hopes of bringing over Syphax; flat-/*™'* 
tering himfelf, that perhaps the firfl heat of his Arfir 
pafiion for Sophonifba, which had allured him to mean tint 
the Carthaginian fide, might be abated; and heamfis 
knowing befides, that the Numidians made no^^ 
fcruple to violate the faith of treaties. He there- ^pes of 
fore took occafion from the nearnefs of the two anaccom- 
armies to enter into a negotiation with that Prince, ™datun : 
and to found his thoughts, by giving him fome 677^-679? 
room to hope an accommodation between the Liv. xxx. 
two States, which agreeably foothed the ambi- 3 > 4 - 
tion of Syphax, and induced him to make a ^ 

J ruce# nic. p. io 

Some of thofe he had fent to that Prince,—15. 
brought back advice, that the Carthaginians lay 
in their camp under huts made only of wood and 
boughs, without any mixture of earth ; and that 
thofe of the Numidians, confiding of ruflies and 
leaves, were parly within and partly without the 
intrenchment. This account gave birth to a thought 
in Scipio, which he very much revolved in mind, 
but at firfl: kept very fecret. Hitherto he had al¬ 
ways rejected the propofals brought to him on the 
part of Syphax, which were, that the Carthagi¬ 
nians fliould quit Italy, and the Romans Africa; 
continuing, as to the reft, in the fame ftate as they 
were before the war. Scipio began then to feem 
lefs difficult; and not to think what was propo¬ 
sed to him impoffible. 


Syphax, 
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A.R.549. Syphax, charmed with this news, kept himfelf 
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lets upon his guard in relped: to comers and goers. 
Scipio did not omit to take advantage of this faci¬ 
lity. He fent oftener, and more in number to 
the camp of that Prince; and both Tides even re¬ 
mained feveral days in each other’s camps, with¬ 
out diftruft or precaution. Scipio fent with his 
deputies fome intelligent perfons, and officers dil- 
guifed as (laves, to obferve the avenues and iffues 
from the two camps, and to inform themfelves 
how they kept guard day and night. There were 
two camps, as I have faid : that of Afdrubal, in 
which there were about thirty thoufand foot, and 

three thoufand horfe ; and that of the Numidians, 

in which there were ten thoufand horfe, and fifty 
thoufand foot. They were but ten fladia diftant 
from each other (half a league.) Hence we fee 
what intereft Scipio had to avoid a battle with ene¬ 
mies fo much fuperior to him in number. 

The manner in which the affair was treated, 
gave Syphax and the Carthaginians, in concert 
with whom he afted, more hope every day, that 
a peace would at length be concluded. When 
Scipio had taken all the meafures neceffary to the 
fuccefs of his defign, his deputies declared to Sy¬ 
phax, that Scipio had diredted them not to return 
without bringing back a pofitive anfwer, finding 
the affair was protrafted too long. This kind of 
earneftnefs made that Prince believe, that the Ro¬ 
mans ardently defired peace ; and induced him to 
add fome new conditions to the plan of accom¬ 
modation harder than the firft. Thefe new terms 
fupplied Scipio with a plaufible pretext for break¬ 
ing the truce. He accordingly told the courier, 
who brought them from the King, that he fhould 
confider of them in a council of war, and the 
next day returned for anfwer, “ That whatever 
“ defire he might have to conclude a treaty, the 

“ con- 
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conditions propofed by the King feeitied infup- A * R * im¬ 
portable to him. That he fhOuld therefore de- Ant * c,a ° 3, 
clare to his mafter, that the foie means he had 
for living in peace with the R'otnaris, was td 
“ renounce his alliance with the Carthaginians.” 

He immediately broke the truce, in order to exe¬ 
cute his project, without giving room td accufe 
him of breach of faith. 

During the conferences, Scipio having made his 
fleet put to fea, had fliipped his machines oh board 
of it. He had at the fame time fent two thoufand 
men to feize one of the eminences, that command¬ 
ed the city, of which he had . been matter before. 

Thefe motions had two reafons: the firft, to di¬ 
vert the attention of the enemy from his real de*- 
fign ; the fecond, to prevent the inhabitants of 
Utica, whilft he was aftihg againft Syphax and 
Afdrubal, from making any Tally upon his camp, 
where he left few troops. He fucceeded in 
amufing, not only the enemy, but even his own 
troops, who hitherto, from the ‘preparations be 
made, had believed that his foie defign was to 
furprize Utica. 

After having takers fuch wife meafurcs, Scipio Scipiodif- 
ca] led a council of war, and having ordered thofe , covers hls 
he had employed to view the enemy's camp, to ^ 

give an account of what they had remarked in it •, toburntbe 
and defired Maflniffa, who was particularly ac- /«'« camps 
quainted with it, to fpeak his thoughts; he at 
length openly declared the enterprize he intended Executes it 
to execute the lame night," which was to ‘burn with fuc- 
both the enemy’s camps. He ordered the Tri- ce fi- 
bunes to make the legions quit the camp on the 
firft fignal that fhould be given them after the coun- Liv. xxx. 
cil broke up. The troops took refreshment, and $—7* 

Tet out, according to the orders they had received, 
immediately after funtTet. Some time after they 

drew up in-battle, and marching flow, arrived 

about 


was 
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Ao?c f to3. a k° u * niidnight at the enemy’s camp, which was 

about two leagues from their own. Scipio there, 
giving part of his troops to LtElius, ordered him 
to go with Mafinifla and his Numidians to attack 
the camp of Syphax and fet it on fire. And at 
the fame rime, taking Lselius and Mafinifla afide, 
he conjured them to prevent, with all poffible vi¬ 
gilance and attention, the confufion which the 
night might occafion on the execution of fuch an 
enterprize. That as for himfelf, he fhould attack 
Afdrubal and the Carthaginians in perfon *, but 
that he ihould not begin till he faw the camp of 
Syphax on fire. 

He did not wait long. For as foon as the 
flames had taken hold of the firft huts, they com¬ 
municated themfelves to the next fo fuddenly, that 
in a very fhort time every part of the camp was 
in ablaze. It is eafy to judge the confternation, 
that a fire in the night occafioned amongft the 
enemy, which fpread fo faft and fo univerfally. 
But the Barbarians, who imputed it to chance, 
without thinking at all of the Romans, having ran 
without arms, and almoft naked to extinguilh it, 
fell into the hands of well-armed enemies, efpecir 
ally of the Numidians, whom Mafinifla, in effect 
of his knowledge of the places, had difpofed 
every where, through which they could efcape. 
The fire fuffocated many half aflcep in their beds : 
many in the prels were cruthed to death at the 
gates, that were too narrow to let all through 
who flew thither to get off. 

The light of fo great a fire firft alarmed the 
fenrinels of the Carthaginians. Others afterwards, 
whom the noife and tumult had awakened, having 
alfo perceived it, fell into the fame error as the 
King’s troops. They believed, that the fire was 
i only a mere accident. The cries raifed by the 
foldiers wounded and flaughtered by the Romans, 

which 
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which might be attributed to the terror occafioned 
by fuch a fire in the night, prevented them from 
guefiing the real caufe. Confequently every one 
running eagerly to help the Numidians, without 
carrying any thing with them but what might ferve 
to extinguish the fire, becaufe they did not appre¬ 
hend, that they had any thing to fear from the 
enemy, they fell into their hands without arms and 
defencelefs. All were put to the fword, not only 
in effeft of the hatred natural to enemies, but be¬ 
caufe it was thought proper, that not one might 
cfcape to carry the news of what palled to the reft. 

Scipio afterwards went to attack the gates of Af- 
drubal’s camp, which were quite abandoned, as 
is natural on fuch a tumult. He immediately 
caufed the firft tents to be fet on fire. The flames 
firft appeared in many different places, but uniting 
foon after fet the whole camp in a blaze, and in 
a moment confumed every thing combuftible. 

The men and beafts half burned made to the 
gates, to fave themfelves: but they were foon 
blocked up by the multitude, who falling over 
one another, lay in heaps in the way. Thofe 
whom the flames fpared, perilhed by the fword. 

The two camps of Syphax and Afdrubal were de¬ 
stroyed almoft in the fpace of one hour. How¬ 
ever, the chiefs efcaped, with about two thoufand 
foot, and five hundred horfe, mod of them with¬ 
out arms, wounded or hurt by the flames, a de¬ 
plorable remainder of two fuch numerous armies. 

The fword or the fire deftroyed about forty thou¬ 
fand men, and eight elephants. Above five thou- 
fand men were made prifoners, amongft whom 
were a great number of Carthaginians of princk 
pal diftin&ion, and eleven Senators; an hundred 
and feventy four enfigns were alfo taken, with 
above two thoufand feven hundred Numidian 

* 

horfes, fix elephants, and a prodigious quantity 

of 
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of arms, which the General burnt as a facrifice 
to Vulcan, who had juft done him fo great a 
fervice. 

Afdrubal, very ill attended, had efcaped to the 
neareft city ; and all who had efcaped death took 
refuge there, by following him upon the heel. 
But he foon after quitted it, apprehending that the 
inhabitants would deliver him up to Scipio. He 
was not miftaken. The Romans no fooner ap¬ 
peared before their gates, than they were opened 
to them. As they furrendered voluntarily, no 
hurt was done them. Scipio took two other cities 
afterwards, of which he gave the plunder to the 
foldiers, with all that could be faved from the fire 
in the two camps. Syphax incamped eight miles 
from thence in a well fortified poft: and Afdru¬ 
bal repaired to Carthage, to encourage the citizens, 
and prevent them from taking fome weak and ti¬ 
morous refolution. 

Of all the furprizing events that we have hither¬ 
to feen, fays Polybius, none come up to this, and 
we know nothing that can give us an image of it. 
And indeed, adds he, it is the moft fubtle and 
bold of all Scipio’s exploits, though his life 
was but one continued feries of great and glorious 
actions. In effect, nothing that was proper to 
make important defigns fucceed, was wanting in 
this: wonderful fagacity and attention to improve 
the flighted openings chance offered, a lively and 
aftive forefight, that without perplexity and eager- 
neis, prepares all neceffary meafures, a fcrupulous 
exaftnels that defcends to the moft minute particu¬ 
lars •, but above all, impenetrable fecrecy, which is 
the foul of great enterprizes. 

The firfl news of the ruin of the two armies 

struck fuch a terror and confternation into the 

* 

• minds of the Carthaginians, that they did not doubt 
but Scipio would abandon the fiege of Utica to 

attack 
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attack Carthage. It was for this reafon the Suf- j^' c sA9m 
fetes, who were at Carthage, what the Confuls * * a ° 2 * 

were at Rome, affembled the Senate, that were 
divided by three different opinions. Some were 
for fending ambaffadors to Scipio, to treat with 
him of peace: others, that Hannibal fhould be 
recalled to defend his country againft an enemy, 
that threatened its immediate ruin.: and laflly, 
fome, imitating the conftancy of the Romans in 
adverfity, maintained that it was neceffary to fet 
new troops on foot, and to implore Syphax not to 
abandon his allies, nor to be difcouraged by a firft 
defeat. This opinion, fupported by Afdrubal’s 
prefence, and the credit of -the Barcinian party, 
who were averfe to peace, carried it againft the 
other two. 


They accordingly began to levy troops in the 
city and country: and ambaffadors were font to 
Syphax, who, on his fide, was making prepara¬ 
tions to renew the war with all his forces. For his 
fpoufe was not contented with employing, as be¬ 
fore, careffes, fufficiently powerful of themfelves 
with an hufband fo paflionately fond as Syphax: 
but {he added to them the moft tender and urgent 
prayers, conjuring him, all bathed in tears, not 
to abandon her father and her country, and not to 
fuffer Carthage to be deftroyed by the fame flames, 
that had Confumed the two camps. The ambaf¬ 
fadors added, to encourage him, that they had 
met on their way, four thoufand Celtiberians, all 
young and brave, whom the Carthaginian officers 
had lifted in Spain: and that Afdrubal would foon 
join him with confiderable troops. Syphax, after 
having given the ambaffadors a very obliging and 
favourable anfwer, fhewed them a great multitude 
of Numidians, whom he had raifed in the country, 
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and to whom he had lately given horfes and arms i 
and allured them, “ that his defign was to arm 
Vol. VI. Q_ “ all 
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all the youth of his country. That he well 
knew, it was by furprize, and not in battle, 
they had fuftained the lad lofs •, and that it was 
neceffary to be overcome in the field, to confefs 
themfelves inferior to an enemy in war.” He 
difmiffed the ambaffadors of Carthage with this 
anfwer j and fome few days after Afdrubal and 
Syphax again joined their forces, which amounted 
to thirty thoufand fighting men. 

Scipio confidering Syphax and the Carthaginians 
as flying enemies, thought almoft only of pufliing 
the fiege of Utica, and he had made his machines 
approach the walls of that city, when he received 
Polyb.xiv. advice, that the enemy had taken the field again 
683 6S5 w j c j 1 new arm i es< He was therefore obliged to 

-L/lV XXX ^ 

g * ' fufpend his attacks i and to preferve the appear¬ 
ances at lead of a fiege, leaving the mod incon- 
fiderable part of the army in his lines, and on 
board his (hips, he fet out with the flower and 
greated part of his troops, in qued of the enemy. 
He at fird poded himfelf upon an eminence about 
four miles from the camp of Syphax. The next 
day he came down with his cavalry into a large 
plain below that hill, and palled the whole day in 
harraffing the enemy, and defying them by flcir- 
mi thing quite up to the gates of their camp. Du¬ 
ring the two following days, the armies made ex- 
curfions reciprocally upon each other, in which 
nothing memorable palled. 

The fourth day, the two parties actually drew 
up in battle. Scipio, according to the cuftom of 
the Romans, poded the Principes in the fecond 
line, behind the Haftati , who formed the front, 
and the friarii in the rear. He placed the Italian 
cavalry on the right wing, and Mafiniffa with his 
Numidians on the left, Syphax and Afdrubal 
poded their Numidians oppofite to the Italian 
horfe, and the Carthaginians againft Mafiniffa. 

The 
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The Celtiberians were in the main body, and were ^ 

9 * Ant \ *0*1 

to a£t againft the Roman legions, that were drawn 
up facing them. In this order they came to 
blows. On the firft charge bcih wings gave way 
on the fide of the Carthaginians. Syphax’s Nu* 
midians, mod of whom were only peafants, could 
not fuftain the charge of the Roman cavalry \ nor 
the Carthaginians, who were alfo but new railed 
forces, MafiniflVs, with whofe valour and expe¬ 
rience united the boldnefs which a quite recent 
vidtory is apt to infpire. The Celtiberians though 
abandon’d and uncovered by the flight of the two 
wings, continued however in their poft *, becaufe 
not knowing the country, they could not hope to 
find fafety in flight * and the treachery, which had 
induced them to take arms againft the Romans, 
the benefadlors of their nation, though during the 
war in Spain no hoftilities had been committed 
againft them, left them no hopes of quarter. In 
the mean time, the wings being broke, they were 
foon furrounded by the Principes and Triarii. 

An horrible (laughter of them enfued j which very 
few of them efcaped. The Celtiberians were how¬ 
ever of great fervice to the Carthaginians. For 
they not only fought with courage, but much fa¬ 
voured their retreat. If the Romans had not been 
flopt by them, and had at firft purfued thofe that 
fled, hardly one of them had furvived. Their long 
refiftance gave Syphax time to retire home wiih 
his horfe, and Afdrubal to regain Carthage, with 
thofe who had efcaped from the battle. Scipio fub- 

The next day, Scipio fent out Lseltus and Nla-jetis all 
finiffa with all the Roman and Numidian cavaliy tbe cities 
and a detachment of infantry in purfuit of the fly- intbed * m 
ing enemy. As for himfelf with the grofs of th clr* 
army, he reduced all the neighbouring cities in the tbage. 
dependance of Carthage under the Roman power > 
employing terror and force againft thofe, who re- X xx. 

Z fufed q. 
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fafed to furrender voluntarily. The whole coun¬ 
try, tired with the length of the war, and the 
taxes which they were compelled to pay for carry¬ 
ing it on, had been long ripe for an universal 
revolt. 

At Carthage, though the burning of the two 
camps had greatly affected the People, their con- 
fufion became much greater by the lofs of the bat¬ 
tle. This fecond blow put them into a terrible 

confternation, and made them lofe all hope, not 
doubting that now Scipio, after having fubjedted 
the country round about, woald turn his arms 
againft the capitol itfelf. However there were 
fome wife and generous Senators who in fo af- 
flifting a conjuncture, took pains to animate the 
courage of their fellow-citizens, and to make them 
take vigorous refolutions. They were of opinion, 
that it was neceffary to attack the Romans, who 
were before Urica by fea 3 that endeavours fhould 
be ufed to make them raife the fiege, and battle 
given them, whilft they expected nothing left, 
and had nothing in readinefs for fuch an attack. 
Others added, that it was neceffary to fend depu¬ 
ties to Hannibal in Italy without lofs of time, to 
recal him into Africa: becaufe the fuccefs that 
might be obtained againft the enemy’s fleet, might 
indeed relieve the city of Utica, but would not rid 
Carthage of its fears, which could be defended 
only by Hannibal and his army. And laftly, 
others reprefenred, that the raoft important point, 
was to ftrengthen Carthage, to place it fafe from 
infult, and to keep themfelves in readinefs to fuf- 
tain a fiege. Thefe three opinions were joined to¬ 
gether, and immediately put in execution. The 
next day the fleet put to fea, the deputies fet out for 
Italy, and incredible ardour was ufed in repairing 
and augmenting the fortifications. 


Scipio 
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Scipio having found no refinance wherever he 
had marched with his viftorious army, had taken 
confiderable fpoils. He thought it proper that 
they fliould be carried into his firft camp before 
Utica, to march his troops to attack Tunis, and 
to incamp in fight of the Carthaginians, with' the 
view that his approach would fpread terror amongft 
them. The latter having in a few days fhipged 
the neceffary equipage and provifions, were pre¬ 
paring to fail, when Scipio arrived at Tunis. 
Thofe who guarded that place retired through fear 
of being attacked and forced. Tunis was about 
* five or fix leagues from Carthage. 

The Romans were already at work upon their 
intrenchments, when they difcovered the fleet of 
the enemy rowing from Carthage to Utica. For 
this reafon Scipio ordered them immediately to 
quit their work, and march away, apprehending, 
that the (hips which he had left at the fiege of 
Utica might be furprized, and put into diforder by 
thofe of the Carthaginians, which they were not in 
a condition to oppoie, becaufe the latter were light, 
and equipped with every thing neceffary for work¬ 
ing them well in a battle •, whereas thofe of the 
Romans, laden with all the things ufed in a fiege, 
were by no means fit to fight. He did not upon 
this occafion follow the ufual cuftom of drawing 
up in this kind of battles. Having placed in the 
rear and near the Ihore the lhips of war, which 
are ufually deftined to defend the others, he op- 
pofed the enemy on the fide next the fea, in the 
form of walls, with all his tranfports, of which 
he had formed four rows. And to prevent their 
being difplaced in the tumult of the battle, he faft- 
ened them all together, by laying the mafts and 
yards acrofs from one (hip into another, and bind- 

* An bundrid and twenty fiadia according to Polybius, fifteen 
miles according to Livy. 
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body of which the parts were infeparable. He 
afterwards covered them with planks, in order 
that the foldiers might pafs from one to another; 
and' under this kind of bridges formed by the 
planks, he left intervals, through which the boats 
were to pafs between the barks in order to view 
the enemy, ar.d retire with fafety. All this hav¬ 
ing been executed with expedition, he put about a 
thoufand chofen troops on board of the tranfports, 
and caufed all kinds of darts to be carried into 
them, and efpecUllyof thofe that are difeharged at 
a great diftance in fufficiently large quantities, that 
they might not be wanting, how long foever the 
battle might be. With thefe preparations and in 
this order, they waited the enemy’s arrival, with 
intent to give them a warm reception. 

If the Carthaginians had not loft time, they 
would have lurpnzed the Romans in diforder and 
confufion, and have defeated them at the firft at¬ 
tack. But being ft ill terrified with the Ioffes they 
had fuftained by land, and not confiding too much 
at lea, though they were much the ftronger, they 
employed an whole day in tacking very (lowly, 
and did not anchor till fun-fet in the port called 
Rufcinon by the Africans. The next day at fun- 
rife, they drew up their (hips out at fea, as if they 
intended to give battle in the forms, and fuppo- 
fmg, that the Romans would come out to attack 
them. They continued in this fituation a confi- 
derable time : but feeing, that the Romans did 
not move, they at length came on, and charged 
the tranfports. This aftion had not the afpeft 
of a fea-fight, but rather refembled (hips attack¬ 
ing a wall. As the tranfports of the Romans, 
were much higher than the enemy’s galleys, the 
darts of. the Carthaginians thrown upwards were 
molt of them ineffectual j whereas thofe of the. 

Romans^ 
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Romans, difcharged from above, had all their 
effeft. The Carthaginians, after having long fuf- 
tained this fhower of darts, which incommoded 
them exceedingly, at length began to throw grap¬ 
pling irons {harpagons) trom their fhips into the 
tranlports•, and as the Romans could not cut them, 
nor the chains to which they hung, the beaked 
galley, which had grappled a tranfport, dragged 
it away in retiring, and with ft the whole line of 
which it was a part, till the cordage, which made 
it faft was broke by the violence, with which it 
was pulled. This rude {hock divided the 
planks of which the bridges were made, lo that the 
Roman foldiers had fcarce time to get to the fe- 
cond row of barks. Six of thefe tranfport {hips 
were towed to Carthage, and {a) occafioned much 
greater rejoicing there than fo final! a fuccefs de¬ 
served in itfelf. But, after fo many bloody defeats 
received upon the necks of each other, after fo 
many tears fhed concerning the public misfortunes, 
the flighted advantage was the occafion of infinite 
joy, efpecially becaufe it happened contrary to all 
hope. Befides which, it was a confolarion for 
them, and an idea that foothed them, to think 
that the Roman fleet would have been entirely de- 
ftroyed, if their commanders had been more ex¬ 
peditious, and Scipio had not come in time to 

aid it. 


During this time, Laslius and Mafinifla arrived 
in Numidia after a march of fifteen days. The 
Mafsefylians, MafinifiVs fubjefts, furrendered 
themfelves immediately with great joy and ardour 
to their King, whofe return and re-eftabli(hment 
they had long defired. Though Syphax, whofe 
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repojfejfes 
bimjelf of 
bis king¬ 
dom. 

Liv. xxx. 
11. 

Appian. 


(<7) Major, quam pro re, mas unum quantumcumque 
betitia, fed eo gratior, quod ex infperato gaudium affulfe- 
infer afiiduas clades ac lacry- rat, Liv. 
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lieutenants and garrifons had been driven out of the 
country entirely, kept within the bounds of his 
own kingdom, it was not his defign to. flay long 
there. His wife, whom he loved to excefs, and 
Afdrubal his father-indaw, inceffantly importuned 
him to continue the war: and the forces of fo pow¬ 
erful a (late as his, that abounded with men and 


horfes, might have infpired a Prince lefs haughty 
and prefuming than him with courage. Having 
therefore drawn together all the people he had ca¬ 
pable of fervice, he gave them horfes and arms, 
and divided his cavalry into fquadrons, and his 
infantry into cohorts, as he had formerly been 
taught by the Roman centuries fent to him from 
SeeVol.V. Spain by the Scipios. At the head of as nume¬ 
rous an army as he had had fome time before, but 
for the reft, confuting of new raifed foldiers, with¬ 
out any knowledge of military difcipline, he be¬ 
lieved himfelf in a condition to march in queft of 
the Romans. 


Wises- Affoon as Syphix was incamped in fight of the 
fraud and enemy, frequent fkirmifhes happened, which foon 

l for.(Vh drew on a ^ a:t ‘ e °* c ^ e cavalr Y f° rm - -As !° n g 

’L*Huscsd2& it afted alone, the Romans found it difficult to 


make good their ground again ft the Mafefyiians, 
whom Syphax detached in great bodies. But, 
affoon as the foot, by paffing through the intervals 
between the fquadrons, had encouraged the horfe, 
the Barbarians were amazed to fee an enemy upon 
their hands, whom they did not expect: prefently 
after they flopped, being little ufed to fuch a kind 
of combat; and they at length entirely gave way, 
the Roman cavalry by the affiflance of- the foot 
having a fuperiority, which it had not alone. 
The legions were already very near. The Mafa?- 
fylians, far from being in a condition to refill 
them, could not fupport the fight of them, fq 
much were they difeouraged, as well by the re¬ 
membrance 



Cjepio, Servilius, Confuls. 233 

membrance of their pail defeats, as by the fear A ' R - 549- 
that feized them at this inftant. Here, whilft ‘ at ‘ C '*° 3 
Syphax threw himielf into the midft of the Roman 
fquadrons, to try whether the fhame of abandoning 
him alone, to the arms of the enemy, would pre¬ 
vent the flight of his troops, he fell from his horfe, 
which had received a great wound, and having 
been taken prifoner, was carried to Laelius: a 
very grateful fight to Mafiniffa, who had before 
been dethroned by that Prince. The greateft part 
of the defeated Numidians took refuge at Cirta, 
the capital of Syphax’s kingdom. The flaughter 
was not fo great in this battle, in which the ca¬ 
valry only had fought. Above five thou- 
fand of the enemy were killed upon the fpot, and 
above two thoufand taken prifoners in the attack 
of the camp, into which the Numidians had 
thrown themfelves in crouds after having loft their 

King. 

Mafiniffa well knew how to improve his vic¬ 
tory. He reprefented to Ltelius, “ that if he re- 
‘t garded only what would be moft grateful to 
“ himfelf, nothing could be more fo than to go 
“ to his own kingdom, in order to his re-eftab- 
“ lifhment. But he added, that not a moment 


“ was to be loft in profperity, more than adverfity. 
“ That if Laelius would permit him to advance 
“ with the cavalry, he would march diredly to 
“ Cirta, and that he Jhould infallibly make him- 


“ felf matter of it by fhewing the terrified inha- 

“ bitans their King a prifoner. That Laelius cirta, the 
“ might follow him by fhort marches with the Capital of 
“ infantry.” Wf*'* 

This plan was followed. Mafiniffa repaired to ^r'endiis 
Cirta, and immediately demanded an interview to Mafi- 
with the principal perfons of that city. As they niga. 
were ignorant of the misfortune of Syphax, neither Liv - xxx - 

the account of what had paffed in the battle, his 

promifes, 15. 
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promiles, nor his menaces could gain any thing 
from them, till he had (hewn them their King a 
prifoner and in chains. At fo fad a fight, nothing 
was heard but cries of grief andgroans, which foon 
fpread throughout the whole city. Some out of 
fear abandoned the walls: others to concilitae the 
vi&or's favour, opened the gates of the city and 
furrendered to him. Mafinifia, having pofted 
guards at the gates and around the walls to prevent 
any perfon from flying, flattened to the King’s 
^ Jace, in order to make himfeif matter of it. 

Sophoni/bi, Syphax’s wife, and Afdrubal's 
daughter, came out to receive him in the porch 
and having difcovered him in the midft of the croud, 
that attended him by the fplendor of his arms and 
robes, (he threw herfelf at his feet •, and after he 
had raifed her, (he fpoke to him as follows, The 
gods, your own valour and fortune, having rendered 
you mafter of my fate . But if a captive may be al¬ 
lowed to addrefs a fearful prayer to him, who is 
the arbiter of her life and death, if you vouchfafe to 
fuffer me to embrace your knees, and this victorious 
hand \ I conjure you by the majefty of Kings, in 
which facred char a bier we not long fence fhared with 
you, by the name of Numidian, which you bear in com¬ 
mon with Sypbax , by the gods of this palace, whom I 
i mplore 10 regard your arrival with a more favour¬ 
able eye, than they faw bis unhappy departure . I 

conjure you, I fay, to afford me this foie grace, that 
\cu yourfelf wild determine the fate of your prifoner, 
and that you will not fuffer her to fall under the 
haughty and cruel power of any Roman.—Though 
I were only the wife of Sypbax, that would fuffice to 
make me prefer the faith of a Numidian Prince , born 
in Africa as well as myfelfe to that of a fir anger. But 
you are fenfible what a Carthaginian , what the daugh¬ 
ter of Afdrubal has to fear from the Romans. If 

you 
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you can only exempt me from their power by death, I £^54$ • 
beg it of you, as the greatejl favour you can grant me. nt ‘ * 2 ° 3 ’ 

Sophonifba was in the flower of her youth, and Mafinijfa 
of exquifite beauty. Her intreaties, which were ^ 2 fl^ 
more like careffes, eafily revived aflame ill ex- 
tinguifhed in the heart of Mafiniffa. He could 
not fee her embracing his knees and killing his 
hands, without being infinitely foftened •, and that 
viftorious Prince, eonquered in his turn by the 
charms of his prifoner, without hefitating, pro- 
mifed what (be defired, and engaged not to deli¬ 
ver her up to the Romans. He began by promi- 
fing: but reflexion enfued. The more he exa¬ 
mined the promife he had juft made, the more 
difficulty he found in keeping it. In this perplexi¬ 
ty, he blindly followed the imprudent and rafn 
counfel, which his pafllon fuggefted. He refolved 
to marry her that very day, in order that neither 
Ladius who would foon arrive, nor Scipio him- 
felf, might pretend to have a right to treat a Prin- 
cefs as their prifoner, who was become the wife of 
Mafiniffa. 


As foon as the ceremony was over, and the mar¬ 
riage confummated, Lidius arrived •, and far from 
approving what had paffed, he was upon the point 
of feizing Sophonifba even in the nuptial bed, to 
fend her with Syphax and the other prifoners to 
Scipio. But he fuffered himfelf to be prevailed 
on by the intreaties of Mafiniffa, and confcnted to 
refer the affair to the General's judgment. He ac¬ 
cordingly contented himfelf with fending Syphax 
and the other prifoners to the camp, and fet out 
with Mafiniffa to compleat the conqueft ofNu- 
midia. 

As foon as it was known in the Roman camp, 

that Syphax was upon the point of arriving there, tbeRomn 
all the foldiers quitted it with the fame eagernefs as camp. 

they would to fee the pomp of a triumph. That Liv - *xx, 

unfortunate l $* 
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a.r. 549. unfortunate Prince, walked foremoft in chains, 
ABt ' C ' J ° 3 ‘ followed by a troop of Numidians of principal 

diftinftion. The Romans, to exalt their vidfory, 
exaggerating the greatnefs and power of Syphax in 
emulation of each other, faid, “ That this was the 
“ King, for whom the Romans and Carthagi- 
“ nians, the two mod powerful people of the 
tc earth, had had fo much confideration and de- 
cc ference, that Scipio their General had made no 
“ difficulty to abandon his province and army ; 
“ and to go to Africa with two galleys to demand 
“ his amity in perfon , and that Afdrubal the 
cc Carthaginian General, had not only gone in per- 
“ fon to his palace, but had given him his daugh- 
tc ter in marriage. That what dill fhewed his 
“ power and drength more, was that after he had 
“ driven Mafiniffa out of his kingdom, he had 
cc reduced him to the fad neceffity of hiding 
ct himfelf in the forefts, and of owing the prefer- 
cc vation of his life to fpreading a report of his 

u death.” 

He enJi*- Syphax arrived in the camp, and was carried to 
Mrs to Scipio-s tent. The remembrance of that Prince’s 

Himfelf to f° rmer greatnefs, compared with the fad condition 
Scipio by in which he faw him ; the facred rights of hofpi- 
accuf.n* tality *, the private amity, and public alliance, 
Sopbor.’.'ba. t hey had contracted together, touched that 

General extremely, and made him order his chains 
to be taken off. The fame motives gave Syphax 
confidence and courage, when he was to anfwer 
the victor. For when Scipio afked him, what he 
thought, when he not only renounced the alliance 
of the Romans, but had even declared war againft 
them ; he at firft imputed the caufe of his rupture 
with the Romans folely to Sophonifba, affirming 
(a) that the firft fource of his misfortune was 

{a) Tam fe infaniffe- nam domum acceperit. Jills 

cum CanEaginienfem matro- nqptialibus facibtis regiamcon- 

“ his 
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44 his having received a Carthaginian woman into A 
44 his houfe and bed. That the fame torches 
44 which had lighted thofe fatal nuptials, had fet 
44 his palace on fire. That it was that plague, 

14 that fury, whofe infe&ious charms had depri- 
44 ved him of the ufe of his reafon; and that (he 
44 had never ceafed tormenting him* till hcrfelf 
44 had put thofe guilty arms into his hands againft 
44 his friend and his gueft. He added, that in 
44 the midft of fo many misfortunes, hehadhow- 
44 ever one confolation, which was ro fee the fame 
44 fury, who had caufed his ruin, transferred into 
44 the houfe of his molt cruel enemy. That Ma- 
44 finiffa was neither wifer, nor more conftant, 

44 than himfelf; that his youth made him (till 
44 more rafh : and that he had at lead (hewn more 
44 folly and paffion in his precipitate marriage, 

44 than could be imputed to Syphax.” 

This difcourfe, dictated (till more by jealoufy 
than hatred, gave Scipio great uneafinefs. The 
precipitation with which MafiniHa had hurried on 
his marriage, without waiting for and confulting 
Laslius, by inftantly changing the condition of 
Sophonifba from that of a prifoner ro that of a 
wife, juftified Syphax’s reproaches. So extrava¬ 
gant a conduct was the more offenfive to Scipio, 
as himfelf had always been infenfible to the beauty 
of the prifoners he had taken in Spain, though he 
was then in the flower of his youth. His per¬ 
plexity was how to bring MafinilTa over to realon, 
for he was not for alienating him. 

He was engroffed by thefe thoughts, when Lae- 
lius and Mafmiffa arrived. He made them both 
an equally gracious reception : and in the prefence 

flagrafle fuam: illam furiam pe- nec ipfa manibus fuis nefaria 
flemque omnibus delinimentis fibi arma adversus hofpitem 
animum fuum avertifle atque atque amicum induerir. 
alienafle; nec conouiefle, do* 

of 


^3 7 

R. 549. 
t.C.203.' 
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a. r, 549*^ of the principal officers of the army gave them all 
AaLC2o3 ‘the praifes due to their exploits. Then taking 

Malinifla afide, he fpoke to him in theie terms: 
(a) I believe, Prince, that it was fome good quali¬ 
ties, which you thought you jaw in me, that induced 
you fir ft to make an alliance with me in Spain, and 
fince my arrival in Africa to confide your perfon and 
all your hopes in me. Now of all the virtues which 
recommended me to your good opinion, that which I 
think does me rnoft honour, is the force of mind to re - 
fift the pajfions too common at our age . Iwifh, Ma~ 
finijfa, that to all the great qualities which render 
you fo eftimable, you would add that of which 1 am 
fpeaking. No, Prince •, believe me, our moft formi¬ 
dable enemies are ajfuredly not thofe who attack us 
with their fwords *, no, they are pleafurcs, which 
lay fnares for us on all fides. He, who by bis virtue 
has known bow to check and fnbdue them, may boaft 
of having gamed a far more glorious victory, than that 
which bath made us makers of the dominions and per- 
fon of Syphax. 1 took great plcafure in publickly 
owning the great actions you have done in mv abfence , 
and I retain the remembrance of them with joy. As 
to the reft, I ebufe rather to leave it to your own re - 
flexion, than to make you bln ft j by repeating it. It 


(a) AKqua te exillimo, Ma- 
finifia, intuentera in me bona. 
Sc prncipio in Hifpania ad 
jungendara mecum amicitiam 
veniffe, Sc poftea in Africa te 
ipfum, fpefque omnes tuas, 
in fidem meam commififle. 
Atqui nulla earum virtus eft, 
propter quas appetendus tibi 
vifus fum, qua ego sque at- 
que temperantia & continen¬ 
ts iibidinum gioriatus fuerim. 
Hanc te quoque ad cetens 
tuas eximias virtutes adjecifie 
velim. Non eft, non (mihi 


crede) tantum ab hoftibus ar- 
mat:s xtaci nofuce peiiculum, 
quantum ab circumfufis undi- 
que voluptatibus. Qui eas 
fua temperantia frenavit acdo- 
nsuit, multo majus decus ma- 
joremque victoriam fibi pepe- 
rit, quam nos Syphace vitfto 
habemus. Qua; me abfente 
ftrenue ae for titer fecifti, li- 
benter commemoravi, & 
mem ini. Camera te ipfum re- 
putare tecum, quam, me di- 
cente, erubefeere malo. 


was 
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was by the forces , and' under the command of the A - R - $49- 
Generals of the Roman People , that Syphax was de- nt,c * 203 
feated and taken prifoner. From thence it follows , 
that himfelf , bis wife, to kingdom , his fubjeSs, for 
his lands, in a word, every thing dependent on 
him, to the Roman People. And though So - 

phonijba were not a Carthaginian , her father did 

not command the armies of Carthage , floe however 
muft be fent to Rome to undergo the fentence of the 
Roman Senate and People for the crime with which 
floe is charged , /fort ij, of having made a King in al¬ 
liance with the Commonwealth take up arms againft 
us. Fry then , Mafiniffa, to conquer yourfelf Fake 

care not to difloonour jo many virtues by a Jingle vice , 

W0/ to lofe the whole merit of the fcrvicesyou have 
rendered us, by a fault much greater than the inter eft 
which hath made you commit it. 

This dixourfe muft have given Mafiniffa ftrange Mnfinijfa 
perplexity: How to keep the promife he ha & finds fa 
made Sophonifba ? How to refufe Scipio, on 

whom he depended? How to conquer himfelf? LhTxxx 
for undoubtedly his paffion, though confounded 15. 
by the wife advice of Scipio, could, not be flip- 
preffed in an inftanr. With bluffies in his face, 
and tears in his eyes, he promifed to obey, im¬ 
ploring him however to have fome regard for the 
promife he had rafhly made to Sophonifba, not to 
deliver her up to any one whatfoever. But when 
he was alone in his tent, a terrible conflift arefe in 
his heart, between his paffion and his duty. He 
was heard a Jong while groaning exceffiively, 
which argued the violent agitation of his mind. 

At length, after a vaft: figh, he formed a very 
ftrange refolution, but one, by which he believed 
that he acquitted himfelf at the fame time both of 
what he owed to Sophonifba, and to his own glory* 

He called a faithful officer, who, according to the 
dqftom of the Kings of thofc times, kept the 

poifon, 
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poifon, which was their laft refource in unforefeen 
extremities. He ordered him to prepare and 
carry it to Sophonifba, and to tell her in his name, 
“ That Mafiniffa could have defired nothing fo 
“ much, as to have been able to obferve the prin- 

“ cipal engagement he had made with her in 
“ efpoufing her: But that thofe, on whom he de- 
“ pended, having deprived him of that liberty, 
“ he at leaft kept the other promife he had made 
“ her, not to fuffer her to fall into the hands of 
“ the Romans. That fhe Ihould therefore re- 
“ folve with all the courage of a Carthaginian, of 
“ Afdrubafs daughter, and the wife of two 
“ Kings.” 

The officer went to Sophonifba, and after ha¬ 
ving prefented her the poifon, I accept , faid Ihe, 
this nuptial prefeni, and even with gratitude, if it he 
true , that Mafiniffa could do no more for his wife . 
Tell him , however , that I Jhould renounce life with 
more joy and glory , if I had not married him the 
day before my death. She then drank the poifon 
with as much conftancy, as there feemed loftinefs 
in her anfwer. 

Scipio having been informed of the whole, was 
(truck with new apprehenfions. He juftly be¬ 
lieved, that every thing was to be apprehended 
from the tranfports of a young Prince, whom paf- 
fion had juft carried to fuch extremities. He im¬ 
mediately fent for him, and fometimes confoled 
him in kind and tender expreffions, and fometimes 
made him fome reproaches upon the new fault he 
had juft committed ; but they were attended with 
an air of humanity and friendfhip, that foftened 
their bitternefs. 

The next day, to divert that Prince’s melancho¬ 
ly, he affembled the army, and in the prefence of 
all the troops, after having called and acknow¬ 
ledged him a King in the name of the Roman 

People, 
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People, after having given him the higheft and A - R -S49- 

Ar t- -r 1 r 1 , • . , Ant.C.zo*. 

mott looming praifes, he prefented him with a 
crown of gold, a gold cup, a curule chair, an 
ivory fcepter, an embroidered purple robe, and a 
tunick alfo embroidered with palms; adding, that 
thefe were the moft fuperb ornaments worn in tri¬ 
umphs, and that MafinifTa was the only perfon of 
all foreigners, that the Roman People deemed 
worthy of the like marks of honour. He alfo 
highly praifed Laelius, and gave him a crown of 
gold. He afterwards rewarded all the other offi¬ 
cers, in proportion to the fervices each had done. 

The conferring of thefe honours upon Mafinifia 
very much mitigated his affliftion, and gave him 
hopes, that after the death of Syphax he might 
become matter of all Numidia. 

Scipio having appointed Lselius to carry Sy- talks 
phax and the other prifoners to Rome, and made carr ' m fy- 
MafmifTa’s AmbafTadors fet out along with him, 
marched a fecond time to incarap near Tunis, and ners t9 
compleated the fortifications which he had began Rome. 
there. xxx < 

The joy of the Carthaginians for the inconfide- \j‘ e Car _ 
rable advantage they had gained over the Ro- tbaginknr 
man fleets was of fhort duration, and foon/w^t*^ 
changed into a general contternation, when they 
received advice of the defeat and taking of Sy- J f 
phax, upon whom they had retied more than upon 
Afdrubal and his army. No body daring to fpeak 
any longer for continuing the war, for he would 
not have been heard, .they fent to demand peace of 
iScipio by thirty deputies, who were the principal 
perfons of the Senate, and formed an united coun¬ 
cil, wh.ofe opinions had a very great influence up¬ 
on the decilions of the whole Senate. As foon as 
they arrived in the camp of the Romans, and horn 
thence at Scipio’s tent, they proftrated themfeives 
at the feet of that General, probably according to 

Vol. VI, R the 
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A A 'f cJzl: the cuftom of the Eaftern nations, from which the 

Q rc j ia gj n j an3 derived their origin. Their dif* 
courfe was as humble as their firft behaviour. 
Without endeavouring to juftify their condudt, 
they laid the whole blame of what had paffed up¬ 
on Hannibal, and the violent cabal of thofe 


CerJiihns 

of pi ace 
pr;pofed by 

Sapio. 
Liv. xxx. 

16 . 
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who favoured his ambition. They demanded 
grace for their Republick, which had * twice de- 
ferved to perifh by the temerity of its citizens, 
and would a fecond time be indebted for its pre- 
fervation to the clemency of its enemies; adding, 
that they knew “ that the Roman People did not 
“ feek the deftruftion of their adverfaries, but on- 
“ ly the glory of conquering and fubjedting them. 
“ That as for them, they were ready as humble 
“ (laves to accept fuch conditions as it fhould 
46 pleafe Scipio to impofe upon them. 5 ’ 

That General anfwered them, “ That he came 
ct to Africa with the hope of terminating the war 
“ by a compleat victory, and not by a peace $ 
<c which hope had increafed with the fucceffes the 
“ gods had hitherto granted his arms. That not- 
cc withftanding, though victory was in a manner 
“ in his hands, he did not refufe them peace, that 
the whole Univerfe might know, the Roman 
“ People valued themfelvcs upon undertaking and 
“ terminating wars with juftice; that accordingly 
“ he would grant them peace upon the following 
“ conditions: That the Carthaginians fhould 
cc withdraw their troops from Italy and Gaul j 
61 that they fhould entirely renounce Spain, and 
“ all the iflands between Africa and Italy, That 
“ they fhould deliver up all their Ihips of war, 
“ except twenty ; and fupply them with five hun- 
“ dred thoufand bufhels of wheat, and three hun- 
<c dred thoufand bufhels of barley.” Authors 


* Toty mean the two Punic coon. 


differ 
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differ concerning the fum of money they were to ^ R - 
pay. According to Livy, fo'me affirmed, that m * 
they demanded live thoufand talents (about feven 
hundred and fifty thoufand pounds;) fome five 
thoufand pounds of fiiver in weight; and, laftly, 
others faid, that he demanded that they fhould 
give his foldiers double pay. He gave them three 
days to deliberate upon thefe propofals 5 and in 
cafe Carthage fhould accept them, he agreed to 
grant them a truce, during which they might fend 
Ambaffadors to Rome. The conditions were ac¬ 
cepted ; becaufe the Carthaginians thought only of 
gaining time, till Hannibal- fhould be returned to 
Africa. Accordingly they appointed two embaf¬ 
fles •, the one to Scipio, to conclude the truce; 
and the other to Rome, to demand .peace. They 
fent a fmall number of prifoners and deferters with 
the laft, only for form fake, and to make it ap¬ 
pear that they really defired peace. 

In the mean time Laelvus had arrived fev.eral lajius ar - 
days before at Rome, with Syphax, and the molt rives at 
confiderable of the Numidian prifoners. He re- 

* • J ?!£'*VS 

lated to the Senate all that had paffed in Africa ; 0 fihe vi- 
which occafioned great joy for the prefent, and dories 
gave great hopes of the future. The Senators in 
having deliberated upon this account, were of opi- Ct ’ 


nion that Syphax fhould be confined at Alba, and gnat joy 
that Lselius fhould flay at Rome, till the arrival there, 
of the Ambaffadors from Carthage. BefiJes Llv * xxx * 

which, thankfgivings were decieed to the gods lor ! ‘ 
four days •, and the Praetor P. vElius, having dif- 
miffed the Senate, and called an affembly of the 
People, afcended the tribunal of harangues with 
Laelius. As foon as the. citizens were informed, 
from the mouth of Scipio’s lieutenant, that the 
armies of the Carthaginians had been defeated and 
put to rout *, that a famous and powerful King 
had been made prifoner *, and that all Numidia 

R 2 was 
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a. r. 549 - was fubjefted, they gave themfelves to immode- 

rate joy, which they expreffed by the loud cries 
and other impetuous motions, which are common 
with the multitude on the like occafions. For this 


reafon the Prator immediately decreed, that the 
temples (hould be opened throughout the city, and 
that the People (hould be at liberty to enter them 
during the whole day, to return the gods the 
thanks fuch great benefits deferred. This lively 
gratitude amongft an idolatrous people is a good 
leffon, and often a great reproach to us. 

Ambajfa- "The next day the fame Prstor introduced Ma- 
don from finiffa’s Ambafladors into the Senate, “ who be- 


Mefiniffa 
veil re¬ 
ceived by 
the Senate. 


4 gan by congratulating the Romans upon the 
4 victories gained by Scipio in Africa. They 
4 then teftified their gratitude in the name of their 
c matter, firft, as Scipio had not only acknow- 
4 ledged, but made him, King, by re-eftablifh- 
4 ing him in the dominions of his father, in 
4 which, after the fall of Syphax, he fhould reign 
4 from thenceforth, if the Senate thought fit, 
4 without rival or competitor: and next, as after 
4 having given him great praifes in the full af- 
4 lembly, he had added to them magnificent pre- 
4 fents, of which that Prince had before endea- 
4 voured to render himfelf worthy *, that he (hould 
4 fpare no pains to merit further for the time to 
6 come. That he defired the Senate to ratify by a 
4 decree all that Scipio had done in his favour, as 
4 well in refpect to the title of King, as all the 
4 other gifts and benefaftions, with which he had 
4 honoured him. That he alio defired they 
4 would be pleafed, if they found no inconve- 
4 nience in it, to releafe all the Numidian pri- 
4 Toners confined at Rome ; which favour would 
4 do Mafinifia honour with his fubje&s. 55 The 
Ambafladors were anfwered, 44 That the King 
“ ought to (hare with the Romans in the com- 


‘ s pnments, 
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“ pliments, which thefucceffes in Africa deferved. 

il, ^ . . . . Tr . 1 • • Ant. C402, 

6C That Scipio in treating him as King, and giving 
“ him all the other marks of efleem and benevo- 
cc lence, had perfeftly anfwered the intentions of 
“ the Senate, who approved and ratified thewhole 
“ with abundance of pleafure.” They afterwards 
fixed the prefents, which the Ambaffadors were to 
carry to their King : thefe were two purple man¬ 
tles with gold clafps, two Senatorian robes, called 
Laticlavi 5 two horfes richly caparifoned ; two 
cuiraffes, with the reft of the armor for an horfe- 
man ; two tents with all the military appurtenances 
to them which were ufually given the Confuls. 

The Prastor had orders to caufe thefe gifts to be 
carried to Mafiniffa. The Ambaffadors received, 
by way of prefent, each five thoufand pieces of 
money, and two habits * and thofe of their train 
had each one thoufand pieces, and one habit: an 
habit was alfo given to each of the Numidians 
taken out of the prifons, and reftored to the 
King. The Ambaffadors were lodged and re¬ 
galed at the expence of the Roman People, 

The fame campaign in which thefe things were^ 7 ^ is 
decreed at Rome, and executed in Africa, the ^* a r [[ d ' 
Prastor P. Quintilius Varus, and the Proconful C eives or- 
M. Cornelius, fought a pitched battle in the coun- den to re¬ 
try of the Infubrian Gauls, with Mago the Car-P“f s ! ni0 
thaginian General, Hannibal’s brother. The vie - Jndd'mon 
Tory was long difputed, and at laft declared for the the way. 
Romans, but it coft them dear, This was the 
laft battle, that was fought between the Carthagi¬ 
nians and Romans in Italy, Mago, who had 
been wounded in the battle, retired the following 
night towards the fea-coaft, where he found depu¬ 
ties from Carthage, who a few days before had 
entered the gulf of Genoa with their Chips, and 
ordered him to return immediately to Africa, 

whither his hrother Hannibal had alfo received or- 

* 
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ders to repair as foon as poffible. He imbarked 
direftly with his troops, but died of his wounds 
before he got beyond the id and of Sardinia. 


SECT. III. 


Hannibal quits Italy with grief, and with a kind of 
rage. Anxiety of the Remans in refpeff to Scipio. 
EmbafP: from Sagunlum to Rome. On the re - 
morfi ranees of fome Senators public prayers to thank 
the gods for the departure of Hannibal •were de¬ 
creed. 7 he Ambajfadors of Carthage demand 
peace of the Senate. They are referred' to Scipio.. 
The Cciiful Servilins is recalled from Sicily to 
Italy. The Carthaginians break the truce by 
taking feme fiips. The Ambajfadors of Scipio are 
incited at Carthage. Hannibal arrives in Africa . 
Complaints cf the Grecian allies againfl Philip . 
Death cf the great Fabhts. Dijlribution of the 
provinces under the new Confuls. Anxiety of 
the Romans cn the departure of Hannibal. Scipio 
pads back Hannibal's fpies . Interview between 
Hanr.ibal and Scipio. Speech of Hannibal from 
Polybius. Scipio's anfwer from the fame Polybius. 
Hannibal's fpeecb from Livy. Preparations for a 
dec:five battle. Scipio draws up his army in bat¬ 

tle. Hannibal does the fame. The two Generals 
exhort their armies. Battle of Zama between 
Hannibal and Scipio. Vi Tory of the Romans. 

Praife cf Hanr.ibal. 


Hsnnihsl 
quin Italy 
soil b grief, 
end with 
a kind of 
rage. 

Liv\ 23 X 
20. 

-App. de 
Beil. Ann. 

34 6 - 54 s - 


W 


E have before obferved, that deputies had 
been fent to Hannibal, to order him to re¬ 
turn to Africa with his troops without lofs of time. 
He could not hear them without trembling with 
rage and indignation, and refrained from tears not 


without great difficulty. When they had done 

he faid, It is no longer by indirect 

means. 


fpeaking, 
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*47 


means, as has been the practice hitherto , in prevent - ^* c 54 £* 
ing troops and money from being fent me, but by clear ' ,2 ° 3 
and pofitive orders , that my enemies force me to re¬ 
turn to Africa. You then fee Hannibal at length over¬ 
come , not by the Romans , whom he hath fo often 
put to flight and cut to pieces, but by tbejealoufy and 
ill-will of the Senators of Carthage ! Yhe Jhame of 
my return will give lefs joy to Scipio my enemy , than 
to Hanno my fellow citizen, who not being able to 
crujh my family , is at lajl for burying it in the ruins 
of Carthage . Having long iorefeen it would come 
to this, he had taken care to keep fhips in readi- 
nefs. For which reafon, after having diftributed 
into a ftnail number of cities in Bruttium, that 
{till adhered to him rather out of fear than affe¬ 
ction, all his loldiers that were incapable of fer- 
vice, that he might not feem entirely to give up 
the caufe; he took with him the flower of his 
troops, having had the cruelty to put to the fword 
a great number of Italian foldiers, who to avoid 
following him to Africa, had taken refuge in the 
temple of Juno Lacinia , which had hitherto been 
an inviolable afylum for the unfortunate. 

In this temple there was a pillar of maffy gold. 

The hiftorian Gelius tells us, that Hannibal re- Cic. de 
folved to take it away with him, but that the god- ^ iv ‘ n * 
defs Juno having appeared to him in a dream, 41 ‘ 
and threatened him with the lofs of the only eye 
he had, if he prefumed to commit fuch a facri- 
lege, he had left the pillar in the temple. I very 
much doubt whether Hannibal would have had fo 


much regard for a dream, as to have renounced fo 
fine a prey in effeft of it. 

Never did exile exprefs more regret on quitting 
his native country, than Hannibal on quitting a 
foreign one, and that of an enemy. He often 
turned his eyes towards the coafts of Italy, “ ac- 
u cufing gods and men of his misfortune, and 

R 4 “ venting 
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* 6 venting againft himfelf, fays Livy, a thoufand 
tc imprecations for not having led his foldiers 
“ reeking with the blood of the Romans * after 
<c the battle of Canns to Rome. That Scipio, 
<£ who during his Confulfhip had not fo much as 
“ feen the Carthaginians in Italy, had the cou- 
“ rage and boldnefs to go to Africa to attack 
<c Carthage * whereas he, who had killed above an 
<c hundred thoufand men at Thrafymenus and 
<c Canns, had unfortunately loft his time at Ca- 
“ fiiinum, Cums and Nola.”. It was with thefe 
mournful complaints mixed with bitter reproaches 
againft bimfelf, that he tore himfelf from the 
heart of Italy, of which he had been fo long in 
poffeffion. 

■ The Romans at the fame time received advice 
of the retreat of Hannibal, and of chat of Mago. 
The joy which fo happy a deliverance would have 
given them, was much abated by the anxiety they 
were in for Scipio, upon whom alone the whole 
weight of the war was now to fall. And indeed, 
they had ordered their Generals in Italy to keep 
Hannibal and Mago there ; and they were highly 
difiatisfied, that their orders had been fo ill 0- 
beyed. 

About this time arrived at Rome Ambafladors 
from Saguntum, who brought with them fome 
Carthaginian officers, that had been fent to Spain 
to raife troops there, and had been taken prifon- 
ers. They difplayed in the porch of the Senate 
the money tbofe officers had brought with them, 
which amounted to two hundred and fifty pounds 
of gold in weight, and eight hundred in filver. 
The prifoners they brought were accepted, and 
were immediately put under a good guard: but 


* Livy always fuppofes this nibal, which he afterwards 
p be qn ejfeatial fault in repented^ 

they 
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they were obliged to take back the money, and ^* c 549 ' 
were thanked for their attention and zeal. Pre- ** ,2 ° 3 


fents were alfo made them, and lhips given them 
to carry them back into Spain, 

Though Rome had defired, that Hannibal On the 


might be prevented from going to Africa, it was r f mon " 

however highly for the good of Italy to be deli - fomSem- 
vered from fo formidable an enemy \ and lome of tmthanlf 
the moft antient and confiderable Senators, moved 
by the kind of indifference, with which this event ^annibi^t 
had been confidered, made a very wife reflexion, departure . 
that may be of great ufe in all times. They ob- 
ferved, 44 (a) that men were lefs fenfible of the 


44 good they received, than of the ill that they 
44 fuffered. What terror and confirmation had 


44 attended Hannibal’s entering Italy ! What ca- 
44 lamities, lofies and defeats, had they fuftained 
44 fince that time! That they had feen the enemy 
44 imcamped at the gates of Rome. What vows 
44 had they not made to be delivered from thefe 
44 evils! How often had they cried out in their 
44 affemblies: Shall we never Jee the happy day , 
4 4 when Italy Jhall he delivered from its cruel ene- 
44 mies, and enjoy the hleffings of peace and trail - 
44 quility ? That the gods had at length heard 
44 their prayers, and granted them that grace 

44 after fixteen years of alarms and miferies, 
44 and that no one had propofed to return them 
44 thanks for fo great a good. ( b ) So true it was, 
44 that men, far from being grateful for paft fa- 
44 vours, were little affedted with thofe they re- 
44 ceived at prefent.” After this difcourle they 
demanded with warmth, that the Prsetor Ihould 
bring on this queftion: and it was immediately 


(a) Segnius hoplines bona, quidem gratiam homines be- 
quam mala, fentire. higne accipere, nedum ut prac- 

* \b) Adeo, ne adveaientem terita fatis memores lint ? 

decreed 
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decreed with unanimous confent, that during five 
cays the temples of the city fhould be vifited with 
grateful piety, and that an hundred and twenty 
great victims fhould be facrificed to the gods. 

Laelius, and Mafinifla’s Ambafladors, were 
already dilmiffed, when advice came that thofe of 
Carthage, who had been lent to afk peace were ar¬ 
rived at Puteoli, from whence they were to come 

to Rome by land. The Ambafladors were not 

received in the city. They were lodged in a 
country houfe belonging to the Commonwealth, 
and had audience in the Temple of Bellona. They 
expreffed themfelves almoft in the fame words as 
they had ufed to Scipio, imputing the whole caufe 
of the war folely to Hannibal. “ That he paffed 

the Iberus without the order of the Senate, and 
u then the Alps, and that he had declared war, 
“ firft again ft the Saguntin.es, and afterwards a- 
“ gainft the Romans, by his own authority ; but 
cc that to judge rightly of things, the treaty of 
ct alliance, which had been made in the time of, 
“ and by the Conful Lutatius, had not been vio- 
“ lated in the leaft by the Senate and People of 
£t Carthage. That for thefe reafons, their inftru- 
cc dions extended no farther than to demand the 
cc obfervation of the peace, which had been con- 
44 eluded at that time between the Romans and 
Ci Carthaginians.” 

The Prstorthen, accordingto the antient cuftom, 
having permitted the Senators to afk the deputies 
fuch queftions as they fhould judge proper, many 
of the feniors, who had been concerned in the 
treaties, interrogated them upon different articles. 
But the deputies, molt of whom were young 
men, having anfwered, that they had no know¬ 
ledge ot thole things which had happened in their 
infancy, the ufual bad faith of the Carthaginians 
was exclaimed againft on all fides, who had de- 

fignedly 
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fignedly chofen young Ambaffadors to treat of an a.r. 549. 
antient peace, of which they had neither the leaft Ant * C '*° 3 ' 
remembrance, nor any knowledge whatfoever. 

They were then made to quit the Senate, which 
proceeded to deliberate. M. Livius was for ha¬ 
ving the Conful C. Servilius, who was neareft 
Rome, fent for, in order that the Senate might 
confider of the peace in his prefence. He repre- 
fented, “ chat the affair being of the moft impor- 
‘ c tant nature, it did not feem confident with the 
cc dignity of the Roman People, to determine 
u concerning it without the participation of the 
cc two Confuls, or at leaft of one of them. 

Metellus, who always favoured Scipio, faid: 

“ That as it was P. Scipio, who, by cutting the 
ce armies of the Carthaginians to pieces, and ra- 
* c vaging their countries, had reduced them to the 
u neceffity of humbly befeeching peace ; no body 
“ could better judge of their intentions in afking 
<c it, than he who actually threatened the walls of 
ct Carthage. That he therefore believed, they 
cc ought to direct themfelves folely by his counfel, 

“ in refpeft to granting, or refufing, them peace.” 

M. Valerius Laevinus, who had been Conful with 
Marcellus, affirmed, u that they were rather 
cc fpies, than Ambaffadors, who were come from 
“ Carthage-, and he concluded, that they ought to 
“ be made to quit Italy diredly i that they fhould 
“ be fent under a guard to their fliips * and that 
“ Scipio fhould be wrote to, to continue the war 
“ without any ceffation.” Laelius and Fulvius 
added, “ That Scipio had not fuppofed the peace 
u could fubfift, if Mago and Hannibal fhould be 
cc recalled from Italy. That the Carthaginians 
“ would refufe no conditions, as long as they ex- 
<6 pefted thofe two Generals and their armies: 

<c but that they fhould no fooner hear, that they 
were upon their return, but they would have 

no 
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cc no regard to treaties, nor the gods themfelves, 
cC and inftantiy refume their arms. 5 * Every thing 
well conGdered, they adhered to the opinion of 
vinus, and the ambaffadors were difmified 
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without obtaining any thing, and almoft without 
any anfwer. 

In the mean time the Conful Cn. Servilius, af- 
fuming to himfelf the glory of having reftored 
peace to Italy, went over to Sicily with defign to 
purfue Hannibal to Africa. He imagined, through 
a ridiculous vanity, that it was he who had driven 
the Carthaginian General out of Italy, and conse¬ 
quently that it was neceffary to purfue him. When 
this news came to Rome, the Senate were at firft 
or opinion, that the Prator fhould write to the 
Conful, that it was the opinion of the Senate, that 
he Ihould return to Italy. But the Praetor having 
remonftrated, that the Conful would have no re¬ 
gard to his letters, P. Sulpicius was declared Di¬ 
ctator, who in virtue of an authority fuperior to 
that of the Conful, having obliged Servilius to re¬ 
turn to Italy, paffed the reft of the year with 
M. Servilius, his General of the horfe, in vifiring 
the cities of Italy which the war had detached 
from the fervice of the Romans, and in examin¬ 
ing the different circumftances of their defection, 
which might render each of them more or lefs 


Car. criminal. 


During the truce, a great convoy fent by Len- 
tuius Pr^tor of Sardinia, and confiding of an 
hundred tranfports, with twenty Ships of war, 
arrived in Africa, without having ran any rifque 
either from the enemy or the fea. Cn. Odtavius 
was not fo fortunate. For having left Sicily with 
two hundred tranfports and thirty fhips of war, 
when he arrived almoft in fight of Africa without 
any danger, he was becalmed; and foon after the 
PoWb. xv. wind becoming quite contrary, difperfed his tranf- 
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ports. As for himfelf with his great (hips, after A R - 549. 
having ftruggled a confiderable time with the Aot ’C' 20 *' 
waves, that drove him back, by the help of oars 
he arrived at the promontory of Apollo. But the 
tranfports were moft of them driven upon the coaft 
of the ifland jEgimurus, which on the fide next 
the main fea clofes the gulph, in which Carthage 
is built, about thirty miles from that city. The 
reft were carried oppofite to that city, to the place 
called at that tim tthe Hot Baths. All this pafled 
in the fight of Carthage. The people in confe- 
quence ran to the public place. The magi- 
ftrates affembled the Senate. The multitude* 
who were in the porch, preffed the Senators to give 
the neceffary orders not to let fo confiderable a 
prey efcape, which in a manner came of itfelf into 
their hands. The moft prudent reprefented in 
vain, that they had fent to a(k peace, and that the 
time of the truce was not expired: the people, 

•mingled with the Senators, made fuch warm in¬ 
stances, as at laft obliged the Senate to permit Af- 
drubal to go with a fleet of fifty fhips to the ifland 
jEgimurus, to cruize along the coafts, and neigh¬ 
bouring ports, in order to pick up the vefifeis of 
the Romans, which the ftorm had difperfed, and 
to bring them to Carthage. We fee in this an in- 
ftance of the Carthaginian character, greedy of 
gain to madnefs, and far from nice in point of 
public faith. 

Scipio was the more incenfed on this infulr of Sdpie'r 
the Carthaginians, as the truce, which he had aTnbn tf a ‘ 
granted at their earned intreaty, ftill ftibfifted, and at 
they had not even ftaid for the return of the am- c'artbagt. 
baffadors, who were gone to Rome. He fent x**- 
three deputies to Carthage, to complain of this in- *>• , 
fra&ion which deftroyed all hope of concluding a 
peace. They were infulted on their arrival by the 
multitude who affembled round them, and would 
perhaps have been more fo at their return, if the 

niasi- 
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a.r. 549. magiftrates, at their requeft, had not given them 
Aat.c.203. c f corte ^ which conduced them tofome fmall 

diftance from the Roman camp. Butin that (hort 
fpace, four galleys detached from the Carthaginian 
fleet, came to attack that which carried the am- 


Liv. ibid. 
Polyb. xv. 
693. 


baffadors. It defended itfelf vigoroufly a great 
whik *, but at length to efcape the enemy, was 
forced to run on fhore. Only the veffel was loft. 

It was after this double infradion of the truce, 
that Fulvius and Laelius arrived from Rome in 
Scipio’s camp with the Carthaginian deputies. 
That General might have ufed reprifals. But hav¬ 
ing no thoughts of revenge, except by excelling the 
Carthaginians in virtue, and oppofing their breach 
of faith with his own generous probity, he dif- 
miffed them after having told them : “ That 
44 though the Carthaginians had not only broken 
“ the truce by attacking his (flips, but even violated 
c ‘ the law of nations by attacking and infulting his 
4C ambaffadors; however that he fhould not ad in 


“ their regard in a manner repugnant to the Ro- 
<c man gravity, or his own generofity,” A (Toon as 
they fet out, he put himfelf into a condition to 
continue the war, as it had began. 

Hannibal Hannibal was almoft ready to land, when one 
arrives in of the mariners, who had got on the top of the 
^f nca ‘ maft to difcover the land, told him that the head 


of the admiral’s (flip flood towards a ruined 
tomb. Not liking that omen, he ordered the pi¬ 
lot to fleer farther on : and accordingly he landed 
a little lower, near Leptis. 

Complaints About the end of the year of which we are 
°f tb *nb ^P^ing, cities of Greece in alliance with the 
^Greeks * Roman People fent deputies to Rome to com- 
agsinft plain, that their lands had been ravaged by Phi- 
Pbilip. lip’s troops, and that that Prince had refufed to 

receive the ambaffadors, who had been fent to de¬ 
mand juftice of him. They declared at the fame 


time, 
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time, that he had lent four thoufand men under a.R^*9 * 

the command of Sopater with great fums of mo-‘ n * z ° v 

ney, to affift Hannibal in Africa. Upon this 
news, the Senate was of opinion, that ambalTadors 
fhould be fent to him, to declare in the name of 
the Romans, that fuch conduct feemed to them an 
infraftion of the-treaty of peace,- which had been 
made between them and him. C. Terentius Vai> 
ro, C. Mamilius, and M. Aurelius, who wer& 
charged with thisembaffy, fee out in three galleys 
of five benches of oars, which were given them for 
this voyage. 

This fame year was remarkable-for-the death of Death 
the great Fabius. He was generally regretted by F<lljlus 
all the good-citizens. Every individual, with de-'^f^^* 
fign to honour his memory, and to teftify their 2 6. 
gratitude for the confiderable ferv'ices which he 
had rendered his country, contributed to the ex¬ 
pence of his funeral ? as to that of their common 
father. The People had done his grandfather 
Fabius Rullus the fame honour. 

The Fabius of whom we fpeak here, died in a 
very advanced age, if we believe Valerius Maxi* V»l. Max. 
mus. For, according to that author, he was Au- vm * 3 - 
gur fixty two years, and no doubt he. was at man’s 
eftate when he entered upon that office : from 
whence he concludes, that he had lived’ an whole 
age. But this opinion carries with it fome diffi¬ 
culty. If his life were very long, it: was alfo very 
glorious from his excellent qualities and great ac¬ 
tions, which would have dderved the firname of 
Maximus , moft Great , though he had not found it 
already eftablifhed in his family, (a) In refpeft 

to 

* 

[a) Superavit paternos ho- fed omnia square unus holtis 
nore6, avitos aquavit. Piu- Annibal poteft. Cautior ta- 
ribus vi<ftoriis & mnjoribus men, quam promptior, hie 
prseliis avus infignis Rullus : habitus lull: &, ficut dabires, 

utrum 
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a. r. 549 * to the great offices, he exceeded his * father’s glory, 
AauC,2 ° z ‘ znd equally that of his grandfather Rullus, who 

as well as himfelfhad been five times Con ful, and 
was alfo firnamed Maximus. Rullus indeed fought 
more battles than him, and gained more victories: 
but to have been capable of oppofing fuch an ene¬ 
my as Hannibal* is a merit and title of honour that 
may ftand in comparifon with the greateft exploits. 
He (hewed more prudence and circumfpeftion than 
ardour and vivacity. It cannot well be deter¬ 
mined whether this flow and wary conduft pro¬ 
ceeded from his genius and natural character, or 
whether it was the conjun&ure and nature of the 
war, with which he was charged, that gave him 
this fpirit of precaution and relerve. But it is 
certain, that this wife delayer preferved the com¬ 
monwealth by it, as Ennius obferves in a verfe in 
every body’s mouth. 

Unus homo nobis cunflando reftituit ran. 

A. R. 550, M - SERVILIUS. 

Aat. c. ioit Ti. Claudius. 
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The new Confuls defired with equal ardour to 
have Africa for their province. The affair was 
referred to the people, who continued the com¬ 
mand to Scipio. The Senate was however ob¬ 
liged, without doubt by their great importunity, 
to order that one of the Confuls fhould go to Africa 
with a fleet of fifty galleys, all of five benches of 


ntrnm ingenio ctmfhtor fue- 
rit, an quia ita bello proprie 
quod turn gcrebatur aptum 
exat; fic nihil certius eft, 
quam unum hominem nobis 
cunftando rem rdfctaiffc, iicut 


Ennius ait. Liv . 

* Fa bias G urges was Con ful 
only three times , and Fabius 
Cun 8 at or bis /on was fo Jive 
times. 




Serviuus, Claudius, Confute. 


2 57 


oars, and fhould have equal authority wichScipio. A - R -5.<°- 
Lots determined that employment to Ti. Claudius. Ant,c,2u V 
The other Conful had Etruria for his province. 

To draw down the prote&ion of heaven, the Con¬ 
fuls were ordered, before they fee out for the war, 
to celebrate games, and facrifice the great viftims, 
which the Di&ator T. Manlius had * promifed to 

the gods in the Confullhip of M. Claudius Mar- 
cellus and T. Quintius, in cafe the Common¬ 
wealth fhould be in the fame condition it then 
was at the expiration of five years: which was exe¬ 
cuted. 

In the mean time people were divided between d*xiety 
hope and . fear, and thofe two paftions increafed 
every day. They did not know whether they e jj- e fi 0 f 
fhould rejoice that Hannibal, alter having in a Hannibal's 
manner been in poffeffion of Italy during fix* 
teen years, had at length abandoned it; or la- ' xxx ' 
ment for his having returned into Africa with 
his troops. They faid, that the war, from 
having changed its feat, was not the lefs dan¬ 
gerous. That, Q. Fabius, who was lately dead, 
had often foretold, that Hannibal would be 
“ much more formidable, when he fought in de¬ 
fence of his country, than he was in attacking 
that of an enemy. That Scipio had not to 
deal with a barbarous King like Syphax, of no 
cc experience in war, with his father-in-law Af- 
drubal, more difpofed to fly than to fight, nor 
with a multitude of peafants drawn together in 
“ hade, and half armed : but with Hannibal, 

“ that famous Captain, who to ufe the exprei- 
“ fion, was born in his father’s tent and had been 
“ brought up in the midfc of arms; who had 
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* This vow Jbould have been 
accomplijbed the ye/tr before, 
and orders had been given ac- 

Vol. VL 


eordingly. Some obflade evi¬ 
dently rnujl have happened. 
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a.r. 5 :o. 4 6 ferved from his infancy, and commanded in 

c: c p/ ie f f rom hj s earlieft youth who, always fol- 
“ lowed by viftory, had made Spain, ihe Gauls, 

“ and Italy, relound with nothing but his name, 

“ and left in all thofe provinces glorious monu- 
44 ments of his exploits. That he was at the head 
44 of foldiers as old in fervice as himfelf, enured 
44 to perils and labours; that ieemed to tranfcend 
‘ 4 human force-, that had a thoufand times been 
44 covered with Roman blood, and carried wkh 
44 them the fpoils not only of foldiers, but even of 
“ Generals. That Scipio would meet in battle 
44 many Carthaginians who had killed Praetors, 

16 Generals, and Confuls, with their own hands, 

44 that were diftinguifhable by crowns, and other 
44 military rewards, the undoubted proofs of their 
44 bravery ; who had taken cities, and ftormed 
44 camps. That all the Roman magiftrates toge- 
66 ther had not lo many fqfces carried before them, 
“ as Hannibal had taken from the Generals, 
44 whom he had killed in different battles.” 

By this kind of reflexions they themfelves aug¬ 
mented their terror and anxiety. Befides which, 
being accuftomed during many years to fee war 
made, to ufe the expreflion, before their eyes in 
different parts of Italy, in a manner flowly e- 
nough, and without hope of a fpeedy end, their 
attention and alarms redoubled, when they faw 
Scipio and Hannibal upon the point of coming to 
blows in order to terminate lb famous a quarrel. 
Thofe themfelves who had rhe higheft opinion of 
Scipio, and affured themfelves mod of viftory, 
felt their anxiety and terror exceedingly increafe, 
as the fatal and decifive hour approached. 

The Carthaginians were very near in the fame 
difpofition. Son-etimes, feeing Hannibal near, 
and confidering the greatnefs of his military ex¬ 
ploits, they repented their having alked peace with 

lb 
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fo much eagernefs •, fometimes reflecting that they A * R< 550* 
had loft two battles j that Syphax, their friend Ant,c ’ 202 * 
and ally, was a prifoner ; that they had been dri¬ 
ven out of Spain and Italy ^ and that all thefe 
difgraces were the effeCts of the valour and conduct 
of Scipio, they could not help trembling through 
fear, that the iates had given birth to that Gene¬ 
ral for the ruin and deftrudion of Carthage. 

Hannibal being come to * Adrumetum, gave Scipio 
his troops fome days reft after their voyage. But f ends bac * 
being prefled by couriers, fent to inform him, 
that all the neighbourhood of Carthage fwarmed p 0 ' y b. xv> 
with the enemy, he repaired to Zama, marching 693. 
with abundance of diligence. That place is but Llv - xxx - 
five days march from Carthage. From thence he ^ 9 p . 
fent out fpies, to examine the motions of the ene- 21. 
my. But thofe fpies were ftopt by the advanced 
guards of the Romans, and carried to Scipio. 

That General, always full of confidence and gene- 
rofity, told them, they had nothing to fear from 
him. He even put them into the hands of one of 
the legionary Tribunes, whom he ordered to carry 
them into every part of his camp, and to fuffer 
them to fee and examine every thing at their 
pleafure. Afterwards, having afked them, whe¬ 
ther they had fatisfied their curiofity, he gave 

them an efcorte, and fent them back to their 

General. 

Hannibal heard nothing from his fpies but bad Interview 
news; amongft the reft, that Matin iffa arrived 
that very day with a body of fix thoufand foot, nibal aK ‘ 
and four t! Dufand horfe. But what {truck him 
mod, was the air of confidence and afturance, 
which Scipio fhewed ; and which Hannibal con- 
iidered as a proof, but too well founded, -of his 
enemy’s ftrength, Accordingly, though he was 
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auc ^ 0r °‘ r war > ^ ^ ls return had occafion- 

ed the infraction of the truce and put a ftop to the 

, he flattered himfelf, that if he treat¬ 
ed of peace whilft he had all his forces, he fhouid 
obtain more favourrble conditions, than if he were 
overcome. He firft lent to Mafiniffa, putting 
him in mind of his refidence at Carthage in his 
early years, to receive there an education fuitable 
to his birth, and which, for that reafon, he ought 
vino s ci:b to confider as his fecond country. The only fa- 
B ’1 vour a ^ cec ^ was to obtain him an inter- 

Punic. 20.* v * ew Scipio. Mafiniffa who retained a lively 

fenie of gratitude for the inftruftions he had re¬ 
ceived at Carthage, and who (till had many 
friends in that place, joyfully undertook this com- 
million, and told Sripio Hannibal’s requeft, 
which Scipio made no difficulty to comply with. 
Polyb. xv. Thofe two Generals, in concert, incamped 
ty- nearer to each other, in order to negotiate with 
Liv. xxx. more ea f e# Scipio’s camp was at a fmall difiance 

from Nad agar a, in a place, which, befides other 
advantages, was not farther from the water, than 
half a bow Ihot. Hannibal was polled four miles 
from thence, upon an eminence advantagious 
enough, except the neceffity of fetching water a 
great way. They chofe for their conference a 
place fuuated between the two camps, and open 
enough to leave no room for apprehending any 
furprizc. The next day both quitted their camps 
with fome horie, whom they afterwards made 
withdraw. Thofe two Generals then, not only 
the moft illuftrious of their times, but comparable 
to the moft famous Captains, and greateft Kings 
of preceding ages, conferred together, each hav¬ 
ing an interpreter. They continued filent fome 
time, to confider each other attentively, and 
ftruck with mutual admiration Hannibal fpoke 

firft. 
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.The fpeeches made by thefe two Generals to f R.S5°* 

1 t • 11 i » • it % ri t Ant*C. 202 • 

each other are in rolyoius and Livy. I thought 
the reader would not be difpleafed at my in¬ 
ferring them from both in this place. I fliall take 

party with neither, and will not prejudice his judg¬ 
ment. I content myfelf with obferving, that Po¬ 
lybius wrote firft, and was a foldier. 

Hannibal ’;fpeech from Polybius , XV, 69 

I could have been fincerely glad, that the Romans 
and Carthaginians had never thought of extending 
their conquejls, the firft beyond Italy, and the latter 
beyond Africa , and that both bad confined themfelves 
within thofe fine Empires, of which nature itfelf 
feems to have fixed the bounds and limits. On both 
Jides we have been far from fuch a conduct. We firft 
took arms for Sicily. We afterwards difputedfor the 
dominion of Spain. At length , blinded by fortune, 
we rofe ft high as to defire our mutual deftruftion . 

Tou have been reduced to defend the walls of your 
country again ft me, and we in cur turn , are in the 
fame danger. It fhould be high time, after having 
appeafed the anger of the gods, for us to think of ba¬ 
il i/hi ng at length from our hearts theobftinatc jealoufy, 
that has armed us hitherto againft each other.. 

As to me, taught by experience how high the incoli¬ 
ft ancy of fortune rifts, for how little fte has occafion 
to bring about the moft dreadful revolutions , and 
laftly what pleafure fhe feems to take in making man¬ 
kind her /port, I am much dfpofed to peace. But I 
much fear, Scipio, that you are not in the fame dif 
pofition. Tou are in the flower of life: you 
have fucceeded in all things to your deft re in Spain and 
Africa: and nothing hitherto , has interrupted the 
courft of your profperity. All this makes me appre¬ 
hend, that however ftrong my reafons to incline you 

S3 to 
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; to a peace nay be, that you mil not fuffer yourfelf {0 
be perf iaded. 

However pray confute, how Utile fortune is to 

relied upon, hi order to this )ou need not go far for 
examples: caft your eyes on me. I am that Hanni¬ 
bal, who, when become mafter (f almojl all Italy by 
the battle cf Cannae, went fome time after to Rome 
life If and when incamped forty ft adia from that city, 
ccnfdered m\ r :If already a* the abfolute arbiter of 
the fate of the Rom eras and their country. And 
new, at my return into Africa, behold me obliged to 
comet: treat with a Roman concerning the conditions 
upon which be ft: a It vouchfafe to grant me my own 


tfleft 


are man. 

When we deliberate on any affair, wifdom requires 
that of advantages we fhculd ebufe the great eft, and 
cf evils ibe leaft. New what man of fenfe would in 
cod clood exp-efe him.feif to fo great a danger as that 
which threatens you ? Thougc you Jhould gain a vic¬ 
tors, you would not add m:cb either to your own 
glory, cr that of your country: whereas, if you are 
defeated, youlofeyn one moment all the glory and re- 
Tiown you have hitherto acquired . 

But to what does this difeourfe fend ? It is to in¬ 
duce sou to agree to the following conditions: That 
Sicils, Sardinia, and Spain, which have heretofore 
been ibe caufe of our wars, fhallfrom henceforth re¬ 
main to the Romans, and that the Carthaginians 
Jh all never take up arms again ft them in order to dif- 
puie with them the poffeffon of all tbofe countries •, 
and that in like manner all the iflands between Italy 
and Africa Jball appertain to the Romans. Thefe 
conditionsfeem to me to fuit both States . On the one 
fide, they will fecure the Carthaginians for the time to 
come j and on the other , they are very glorious for 
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you, yourfielf in particular, and your whale Common? A * R - 55°* 
wealth , So Hannibal fpoke. 4m,C,a ° 2 

S c 1 p 1 o’j anfiwer alfio from Polybius , XV, 

696, 697, 

Scipio replied, u That it had not been the 
“ Romans, but the Carthaginians, who had 00 
cc cafioned the war in Sicily, and that of Spain ; 

“ that he called Hannibal himfelf to witnefs to 
“ this, who certainly could not difown it : but 
“ that the gods themfelves had determined the 
“ queftion, in declaring by the luccefs, not 
“ for the Carthaginians, the authors of an un- 
“ juft war, but for the Romans, who had only 
u defended themfelves. That however, thefe 
“ lucceffes did not make him forget the inconr 
“ ftancy of fortune, nor the uncertainty of hu- 
“ man things ” He continued, If before the Ro¬ 
mans had come to Africa, you had quitted Italy , and 
propofcd the fa?ne conditions as you now offer , Ido not 
believe they would have refufed to hearken to them . 

But at prefent, when you have been obliged to abandon 
Italy, and we are in Africa mafters of the field , the 
fate of things is much altered. We confuted, at 
the requeft of your fellow-citizens, who had been de¬ 
feated , to begin a treaty with them , the articles of 
which have been reduced to writing. Befides thofi 
which you propofe, this treaty imported , that the Car¬ 
thaginians jhould reftore us all our prifoners without 
ranfom \ that they Jhould deliver up their Jhips of 
war ; that they Jhould pay us five thoufiand talents , 
and that they Jhould give us hoftages for all this. Such 
are the conditions upon which we agreed. Both fides 
fient to Rome to have them ratified by the Senate and 
People ; we, on our part , declaring, that we ap¬ 
proved them \ and the Carthaginians earnefily deft- 
ring, that they Jfmld be granted them . And after 

S 4 the 
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A \ R ' ? ; c ,‘ ft- e Senate and People had given their confent, the 

" Carthaginians broke lheir engagement, <7?/^ deceived 

us. IVhai is to be done after this ? Put yotirfclf in 
my place, 1 define sou, and give mean anfwer. Mu ft 
we acquit them of what is of greateft moment in the 
treaty ? That would certainly be a marvellous expe¬ 
dient to teach them to deceive thofefor the future who 
have obliged them. But, you will fay, that if they 
obtain what they demand, they will never forget fo 
great a benefit. Of this we may judge from their 
dill recent behaviour. IVbat they ajked with humble 
fupplicatms, they obtainedand however, on the 
figbtcft hopes your return made them conceive, they 
were the firft to treat us as enemies . If to the condi¬ 
tions, which have been repeated to you, jbme other 
fill more rigorous one fhould be added , in that cafe 
our treats might again have been carried before the 
Roman People \ but as you, on the contrary, retrench 
from tbofe which have been agreed on before, there is 
no farther report to be made of it. If then you ajk 
me in ms turn upon what I conclude, it is in one 
word, that you either mujl Surrender yourfclf and 
country at dfret ion, or a battle mujl decide in your 
favour. 

Speech c/Hanxibal from Livy, XXX. 30. 

Since it is the decree of the fates, that after hav¬ 
ing been the firft caufe of the prefent war, and 
having bad victory fo often in my hand, 1 fib add be 
reduced to take the firft fteps for a fling a peace, I am 
highly glad that I am to addrefs myfelf to fuch a Ge¬ 
neral as you. You have ftgnalized yourfclf by many 
famous exploits ; but it will not be the leaft glorious 
circumftance of your life, that Hannibal, to whom 
the gods have fo often granted victory over Roman 
Genera!:, hath been obliged to give place to you ; and 
that you have terminated a war, that has been me¬ 
morable by the defeats of pen, before it was fo by 

tbofe 
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tbofe of us. And what may be confidercd as a kind of a* R. 55°* 

• ] C » £ £ 1 * ,7 # £ il C* 202$ 

caprice ana [port of fortune is, that your father was 
the fir ft of the Roman Generals that I met in arms, 
and that I am now come without arms to meet hh 


fin, in order to afk peace of him. 

It were to be wifloed, that the gods had infpired 
our forefathers with a fpirit of moderation and peace, 
and that you had confined yourfelvcs within the bounds 
of Italy, and we within tbofe of Africa. For indeed 
Sicily and Sardinia, of which fortune made you 
mafters, are but fmall amends for the many c onfi dera¬ 
il e fleets, numerous 'armies, and great Captains, 

which thofi two provinces have coft. But let us leave 
ihepafl, which may be blamed, but cannot be altered . 
Our fucceffes have been equal hitherto, and by attack¬ 
ing each other in our feveral countries, we have cx- 
pofid ourfelves to periftj in our own. Rome has feen 
the Carthaginian armies incamped at her gates, and 
at the foot of her walls \ and we now hear at Car¬ 
thage the wife of the arms and camp of the Romans. 

IVe now treat of peace at the time when you are 
at the height of fuccefs, that is, at a conjuncture 
which is now as contrary to us, as it is favourable to 
you. Ton and I, who treat of it, are certainly the 
per fins who have mo ft in ter eft that it fhould be fpeedi- 
ly terminated, and moft authority not to be difclaimed 
by our Commonwealths. In order to conclude it, 
we want only a difpojition of mind, not deftrous to 
retard it. As to me, who return in an advanced 


age into my country, after having left il almoft in my 
infancy, during fo great a length of time, I have 
learnt from the different fucceffes I have had, to con¬ 
fide more in reafon and prudence than in chance and 
fortune. I am afraid, that you have not the fame 
fintiments, anti that your youth, and the good for¬ 
tune that has hitherto always attended you, infpire 
you with lofty thoughts, that are averfe to peace and 
moderation . Adverfty feldom affefts the minds of 

thofi. 
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ih[e, who have never been unfortunate. Ton are at 
this ime, what I was formerly at Thrafymenus and 
Cannes. You had fcarce learnt to obey , when the 
command of armies was confided to you *, and, fince 
then , you have fuccceded beyond your hopes in all the 
enterprises you have formed, however bold they were. 
Toe very calamities of your family you have made 
conduce to your glory \ you have avenged the deaths 
of your father and uncle, and given the whole uni- 
verfe a [hiring proof of your valour and piety , After 
having driven four Carthaginian armies out of Spain, 
\cu have recovered tbofe provinces, which the Romans 
had loft nifi before . You have been made Conful \ and 
in conjunctures wherein all the ether Generals had 
ox: courage enough to defend Italy, you have been fo 
bold to come to Africa , where you no fooner arrived , 
but Acer having fuccejively defeated two armies, af¬ 
ter having burnt and taken two camps at the fame 
infant, after having taken Syphax, the moft power¬ 
ful King of the whole country, and reduced a great 
number of cities, as well cf bis dominions as ours, into 
’urcch'n \ you a t length have forced me from Italy , of 
neb I bad been Jixteen years in poffeffion. 

You (a) therefore may be more allured by the 
charms of victory than the jweets of peace. I know 
the char alter of the Romans: you are more offe Bed 
with toe glorious, than the folid. And as to myfelf, 
in happier times I was foot bed with the fame illnfions . 
If ice gods with good fortune gave us alfo right rea- 
jOK ar.d under ft an ding, we [could think of what 
m-gut hapten hereafter, as well as what has hap¬ 
pened heretofore. Not to propofe the example of fo 
many other Captains, mine alone may teach you the 


w 


(c) Potcft victoriam malle, 
qui m pacem, animus. Novi 
vobis fpiritus magis magnos, 
quam utile?. Et mihi talis a- 
liquando fortuna affulSt. Quod 


fi in fecuudis rebus bonam 
quoque mentem darent dii, 
non ea folum qua; evenif- 
fent, fed etiam ea quse evenire 
pofTunt, reputaremus. 


various 
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various revolutions of fortune: Me, whom you faw 
not long fince, inca?nped between Rome and the Anio, 
upon the point of fcaling the walls of that city . Ton 
fee me now, after having loft two Uluftrious brothers, 
trembling for Carthage already almoft befieged, 
reduced to deft re you to fpare my country, the alarms 
which I have given yours . 

The more fortune finiles upon us, the lefs we ought 
to truft her . Now when you are prof per ous in every 
thing, tfwr condition is doubtful, peace will be 
glorious to you who give it *, whereas to us who afk 
it, it will be more necejfary than honourable. A cer¬ 
tain peace is better than a dubious victory. The firft 
depends on you, the ether is in the power of the gods . 

Do not expofe yourfelf to lofe in one moment, what 
you have been fo many years acquiring. PVben you 
reflctl upon your ftrength, confider alfo the inconftancy 
of fortune, and the uncertainty of battle. There 
will be arms and men on both fides. In war efpc~ 
dally, events leaft anfwer the hopes with which 
men flatter themfelves. Victory, fuppofng it declares 
for you, will not add fo much to the advantages that 
peace fecures you, ae bad fuccefs will diminijh them . 

A fingle moment may deprive yen, both of all your 
pajl acquif lions, and all you may hope for the future. 

In making peace, Scipio, it is you who decide your 
own fate: in fighting, the gods will difpofe of it. 

Regulus had been, in the very country where we now 
are, one of the moft glorious examples of valour and 
good fortune, if, after having overcome our fathers, 
he had granted them peace. But, by fuffering him - 
felf to he dazzled by profperity, and not having made 
a moderate ufe of his good fortune, his fall was the 
more deplorable, as it was from the exalted height to 
which fortune had raifed him. 

I know that it is for him who gives peace to pre¬ 
fer!) e the conditions: but perhaps we are not unwor¬ 
thy of determining the punijhmeni we deferve to un¬ 
dergo 
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dergo ourfelves . Wt con fen t that you remain m afters 
of all the countries, which have given occafion for 
the war: Sicily , Sardinia, S/w/#, and all the iftands 
between Africa and Italy . Confined within the nar¬ 
row bounds of Africa, we Jball fee, ft nee it is the 
will of the gods, the Romans extend their [way, both 
by fea and land, over many foreign nations. 

I agree, that in effect of the little fincerity that 
has been Jhewn during the truce, dW of the fteps 
which have been taken for obtaining peace, the faith 
of the Carthaginians may be fufpelted by you. But the 
obfervation of a treaty depends much upon the authori¬ 
ty of tbofe that have concluded it. I am inform¬ 
ed, that what principally induced your Senators to re- 
•ufe it us, was the want of dignity in the Ajnbaft 
fjdors, who were fent to negotiate it. At prefent, it 
is Hannibal who afcs it, bccaufe he believes it ad¬ 
vantageous: and the fame advantages which induce 
him to ajk it, will alfo induce him to keep it. And as 
I have Jo acted, as to give none occafion to complain of 
the confequences of a war of which I was author, till 
the gods tbemfelvcs ftemed to envy my glory \ 1 ftoall al¬ 
fo Ipare no pains, that none may have caitfe to complain 
of a peace obtained by me. 


SciPio’i anfwer alfo taken from Livy, XXX. 31. 

I well knew, Hannibal , that it was the hopes of 
\our return, that induced the Carthaginians to break 
the lnice, which bad lately been made \ and to re¬ 
nounce the peace, which feeined upon the point of be¬ 
ing concluded. And you do not depart from this your - 
felt\ when you retrench from the conditions all that 
was at fir ft granted , and leave us only what was long 
before in our poffeffon. For the reft , as you have 
made your country fenfible of the load you have taken 
off their fhculders, it is my part to prevent the ad¬ 
vantages they ceded to us by ike intended treaty, as 

they 
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they are now fuppreffed, from being the reward of a. 

perfidy. Tour Carthaginians do not deferve Ar 
that the firft conditions Jhould be granted them \ and 
they expcff that their fraud Jhculd turn to their bene¬ 
fit. It was not the defire of pojfiejfing Sicily, that in¬ 
duced our fathers to carry their arms thither, or to 
conquer Spain that they went to that country. It was, 
on one fide, the prefifiing danger of the Mamertines, 
our allies \ and , on the other, the cruel ruin of Sa- 
guntum, that jujily and equitably armed us. You 
yourfelf confefs, that you were the aggrefifiors, and the 
gods have clearly attefted it, in granting thofie, who 
had right on their fide, the advantage in the firft war, 
as they again both do and will grant it in this . 

As for me, I neither forget human frailty, nor the 

inconftancy of fortune ; and I know that our de- 
figns are liable to a thoufiand mifcarriages. And I 
further admit , that if you had voluntarily quilted 
Italy before I came to Africa, and had come to afk 
me to makepeace, in that cafe I Jhould not have been 
able to refill your propofals, without giving you room to 
accufe me of haughlinefs and violence. But as it is 
againft your will, and after a long refiftance, that 
I have forced you to quit your prey , 'and to return to 
Africa ; fuffer me to tell you, that I am not bound 
by any good reafon to comply with your defire. There¬ 
fore, in cafe feme new article be added to the firft 

conditions (you know them) by way of reparation for 
cur fhips taken with their lading, and for the infult 
committed upon our Ambojfadors during the truce, I 
jhall confult my council of war upon it. But if thofe 
firjl conditions feem too hard, prepare for the war, 
as you cannot fuffer the terms of peace. 

After thefe Tpeeches, the two Generals returned 
to the detachments they had left at a diftance, and 
declared, that the interview having been ineffectu¬ 
al, it was abfolutely necefiary to come to blows. 
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As foon as they arrived in their camps, “ they 
“ ordered their foldiers to prepare their arms 
u and courage for a battle, which was upon the 
cc point of deciding the fate of both People by 
“ .an irretrievable victory. That before the end 
cc of the next day it would be known, whether 
“ Rome or Carthage Ihould give the law, not 
“ only to Africa or Italy, but to the whole Uni- 
“ verfe, which would be the reward of this bat- 
“ tie. That the danger which menaced the con- 
tc quered, was equal to the advantage that would 
cc attend the vigors.” And accordingly, the 
Romans, if they were unfuccefsful, had no means 
to efcape from an unknown country of the enemy: 
and the Carthaginians, after having employed their 
lole and laft refource in vain, could not fail of be¬ 
ing ruined, if they were overcome. 

The next day, the two greateft Generals of the 
two moft potent people of the world, and the 
two moft warlike armies that ever were, advanced 
into the open field to an aftion, which on both 
Tides was to crown the glory they had already ac¬ 
quired by lb many exploits, or to obliterate it 
for ever. 

Scipio drew up his troops in the following 
manner. He polled the Haftati in the front line, 
leaving intervals between the cohorts: in the fe- 
cond he placed the Principes , with their cohorts, 
not behind the fpaces of the firft line, as was the 
cuftom of the Romans, but behind the cohorts of 
that front line, in order to leave openings for the 
elephants of the enemy, which were very nu¬ 
merous. The friarii formed the third line in the 

% 

fame order, and ferved as a corps de referve. He 
placed Laelius on the left wing with the Italian 
cavalry, and MafmifTa on the right with his Nu- 
midians. In the fpaces of the front line he placed 
light-armed foldiers, and ordered them to begin 

the 
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the battle, in fuch a manner, that if they could A - R *s«>- 
not fuflain the charge cf the elephants, they ftiould A,lC ‘ c ' 2 "* 
retire, fuch of them as were mo ft fpeedy, behind 
the whole army through the fpaces that divided it 
in right lines *, and thofe who fhould find them- 
feives too much prefled, through the fpaces be¬ 
tween the lines on the right and left, in order to 
leave thofe animals a paflage, in which they would 
be expofed to the darts difeharged upon them on 
all Tides. 

As to Hannibal, in order to give the enemy Hannilnl 
more terror, he placed in that front his fourfcore d° es tb* 
elephants, a number which he never had before in 
any battle. In the firfl: line he polled the auxiliary ^ ' x * 
troops of the Ligurians and Gauls, with the Ba- Liv. xxi. 
learians and Moors, who amounted in all to twelve 33 * 
thoufand men. The fecond' line, in which the 
principal force of the army confifted, was eompo- 
led of Africans and Carthaginians. He polled the 
troops he had brought with him from Italy in the 
third line, and placed them above a * Jladium from 
the fecond line. He placed the Numidian caval¬ 
ry upon the left wing, and the Carthaginian up¬ 
on the right. 

Such was the order of battle of the two armies. 

I could have wifhed, that Polybius, or Livy, had 
told us the exaft number of the troops on both 
fides. Appian gives Hannibal in all fifty then- 
land men, and fourfcore elephants; and Scipio, 

about twenty-three thoufand loot, and fifteen hum 

% 

* Livy only fays, that Han- in the rear, and at fame di- 
nihal left a fmall difiance be- fiance , hecaufe he did not know 
tween tbefe two lines: modico whether he was to confider 
inde intervallo relido. He them as friends or enemies: 
adds, that mofl of thefe Italian I calicos intervallo quoque di- 
foldiers had followed Hannibal remptos, incertos focii an ho- 
rather through necejfity than lies efl’ent. Pol)bins fays tiO- 
inclination: and in the fequel thing of all this . 
he fays, that he placed them 
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dred Roman and kalian horfe, without including 
Mafinifla’s very numerous cavalry, and fifteen 
hundred horfe of another Numidian Prince. 

Before the battle began, the Generals, on both 
fides, took care to animate their troops. Hanni¬ 
bal, befides enumerating the viftories he had gain¬ 
ed over the Romans, the Generals he had killed, 
the armies he had cut to pieces, ufed different mo¬ 
tives for exhorting an army to fight well, com- 
pofed of actions, that differed from each other in 
their language, cuftoms, laws, habits, and arms, 
and who had not the fame intereft in making 
war. “ He promifed the auxiliary troops, be- 
“ fides their ufuaJ pay, great rewards out of the 
“ fpoils of the enemy. He fharpened the ha- 
“ tred, which the Gauls naturally had for the 
“ Roman Name. He offered the Ligurians the 
“ fertile countries of Italy, inftead of the barren 
c ‘ mountains they inhabited. He made the Moors 
<c and Numidians apprehend the tyrannical fway 
“ of Mafmifla. As to what regarded the Car- 
“ thaginians, he reprefented to them, that they 
“ were to defend the walls of their country, their 
“ houfhold gods, their fathers and mothers, wives 
cc and children. That there was no medium : 


C c 


cc 


cc 


“ that they were that day, either to lofe life and 
cc liberty by their defeat, or to acquire the em- 
<c pire of the univerfe by their victory.” He 
made ufe of interpreters, in order to be underftood 
by the different nations. 

Scipio, on his fide, “ put the Romans in mind 
tc of the victories they had gained in Spain, and 
“ lately in Africa. He infilled much upon the 

“ confeffion Hannibal had made againft his will, 
“ of his weaknefs, by afking peace. He ani- 
cc madverted to them, that they were now up- 
“ on the point of putting an end to the war and 
“ their labours: that the ruin and fpoils of Car- 

“ thage, 
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* c thage, and their return into their country, was * ,R -55*- 
“ now in their own hands; ” And (a) all this he at * Qu 
faid with the air and tone of a conqueror. 

Every thing being ready for the battle, and the Battle of 
Numidian cavalry on both fides having long Ikir- ^ ama 
mifhed, Hannibal gave orders for the elephants Hannibal 
to move againft the enemy. The Romans im- and Sdpio. 
mediately made the trumpets found, and at the ^\yb. xv< 
fame time raifed fuch great cries, that the ele- £°v~xx ? 
phants, which advanced againft the right of the 33.L35.* 
Romans, turned back, and put the Moors and Nu- App.23 — 
midians, that formed Hannibal’s left, into difor- 2 
der. Mafinifla, feeing their confufion, eafily put 
them entirely to the rout. The reft of the ele¬ 
phants advanced between the two armies into the 
plain, and fell upon the light-armed Romans, of 
which they crufhed a great number to death ; not- 
withftanding the continual fhower of . darts dis¬ 
charged upon them from all fides. At length be¬ 
ing terrified, fome of them run through the fpaces 
Scipio had prudently left, and others in their flight 
returned upon their own right wing purfued by 
the Roman horfe, who with their fpears drove 
them quite out of the field of Battle. Ladius took 
this inftant for charging the Carthaginian cavalry, 
who turned about and fled full fpeed. He pur¬ 
fued them warmly, whilft Mafinifla did the fame 
on his fide. 

The army of the Carthaginians was uncovered 
on the right and left by its cavalry. The infan¬ 
try then on both Tides advanced (lowly and in 
good order, except that which Hannibal had 
brought from Italy, which formed the third line, 
and continued in its firft poft. When they were 
near each other, the Romans raifing great cries 


(,7) Ceifas hzec corpore, vukuque ita laeto, ut vicifle jam 
rrederes, dicebat. 

Vol. VI. T ac- 
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according to their cuftom, and flriking their 
fwords upon their fhields, charged the enemy 
with vigour. On the fide of the Carthaginians, 
the body of foreign troops that formed the front 
line, alfo raifed great cries, but confufed, and dif- 
fonant from each other, becaufe they were all of 
different nations. As they could ufe neither fwords 
nor javelins, and they fought hand to hand, the 
grangers at firft had fome advantage over the Ro¬ 
mans by their agility and boldnefs, and wounded 
a great number. However, the latter having the 
fuperiority by their good order, and the nature of 
their arms, gained ground, fupported by the fe- 
cond line who followed, and inceffantly incou- 
raged them to fight with valour •, whereas the 
ftrangers being neither followed nor affifted by the- 
Carthaginians, whofe inaftion on the contrary in¬ 
timidated them, loft courage, gave way, and be¬ 
lieving themfelves openly abandoned by their own 
troops, fell in retiring upon their fecond line, and 
attacked it in order to open themfelves a paflage. 
The latter found themfelves obliged to defend their 
lives couragioufly, fo that the Carthaginians, at¬ 
tacked by the ftrangers, contrary to their expe¬ 
ctation, law they had two enemies to fight, their 
own troops, and the Romans. Quite out of their 
fenfes, and in a manner tranfported with fury, they 
made a great (laughter of both, and put the 
Hafiati into diforder. Thofe who commanded 
the Principes, that is, the fecond line, having 
made their troops advance, rallied them without 
difficulty. The greateft part of the ftrangers and 
Carthaginians fell in this place, partly cut in pieces 
by one another, and partly by the Romans. Han¬ 
nibal would not fuffer thofe that fled to mingle 
with thofe who remained, left full of terror as 
they were, and covered with wounds, they might 
induce diforder amor.gft thofe, who had received 
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no blow hitherto ; he even ordered the front rank A 
to prefent their pikes, which obliged them to re¬ 
tire along the wings into the plain. 

The fpace between the two armies being then 
covered with blood, and with the dead, and 
wounded, Scipio was in perplexity enough: for 
he did not know how to make his troops move in 
good order over that confuted heap of arms and 
dead bodies, dill bleeding, and lying upon each 
other. He ordered the wounded men to be car¬ 
ried behind the army ; the retreat to be founded 
for the Haftati , who were purfuing the enemy; 
ported them oppoiite to the centre of the enemy in 
expeftation of a new charge, and made the Prin* 
cipes and Triarii advance on both wings. 

When they were upon the fame front with the 
Hajiati , a new battle began between the two ar¬ 
mies. The infantry alternately gave way, and 
returned to the charge with great courage and vi¬ 
gour. As number, refolution, and arms were 
equal on both fides, and they fought with fuch 
obftinacy that they fell in their ports rather than 
give way, the fate of the battle was long doubt¬ 
ful, and it could not be conje&ured which fide 
would remain mafters of the field. Things being 
in this date, Laeiius and Mafinifla, after having 
purfued the enemy’s cavalry a confiderable time, 
returned very opportunely for attacking the infan¬ 
try in the rear. This laft charge decided the vi¬ 
ctory. A great number of the Carthaginians were 
killed upon the field of battle, where they were 
furrounded on all fides. Many of them having 
difperfed in the plains round about, were cut off 
by the Roman cavalry that occupied all the coun¬ 
try. The Carthaginians left above twenty thou- 
fand dead upon the fpot, as well of their own citi¬ 
zens as allies. Almoft as many were taken, with 
an hundred and thirty enfigns and rtandards, and 

T 2 eleven 
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a.r.zzz- eleven elephants. The viftors loft only fifteen 
'^“'hundred men. Thus ended this great adtion, 
which very much contributed to render the Ro¬ 
mans matter of the world. 

After the battle, Scipio caufed the Carthaginians 
who had eicaped to be puriued, plundered their 

Fraife of cam P> an d then returned to his own. As to 
Hannibal Hannibal, he retreated without loiing time, with 
Liv. zxx. a 1 ‘mall number of horle, and eicaped to Adru- 

mettum, (a) after having tried both before and 
during the battle all poflible means for obtaining 
the vi&ory. He particularly fiiewed Angular ad- 
drefs and confummate prudence in his order of 
battle, and in the difpotttion of his troops. And 
this praife he received from the mouth of Scipio 
himfelf, and of all experienced officers. 

Polyh. 15. Polybius affirms the fame of him, and exprefles 
7C2. himlelf as follows. Hannibal may be faid on this 

occafion to have done every thing that was pofli¬ 
ble, or could be expefted from a General of fo 
great experience in the art of war, and of fo juft 
a reputation for prudence and valour. He flrft 
had an interview with Scipio, to endeavour to ter¬ 
minate the war in his own perfon. This was not 
diffionouring his former exploits: it wasdiffiding 
in fortune, and putting himfelf upon his guard a- 
gainft the uncertainty and caprice of war. In the 
battle, he acted in fuch a manner, that being to 
ufe the fame arms as the Romans, he could not 
have behaved better. The Roman order of battle 
is very hard to break. With them, the army in 
general, and every corps in particular, fight on 
whatever fide the enemy advances: becaufe they 

(<?) Omnia & in prslio, & omniumque pentorum mili- 
ante aciem, priufquam exce- ' tiae, illam laudem adeptua, fin- 
deret pugna, expertus; & gulari arte aciem ilia die in- 
confeiltone etiam Scipionis, ItruxifTe. Liv, 


are 



Servilius, Claudius, Confuls. 277 

are fo drawn up, that the cohorts neared the dan- 
ger always face all together towards the fide necef- 
fary. Befides which, their armour gives them a- 
bundance of confidence and boldneis ; the large- 
nefs of their fhields, and the ftrength of their 
fwords, contributing very much to make them 
firm in battle, and hard to be defeated. Hanni¬ 


bal however ufed all poflible means for overcom¬ 
ing all thefe obftacles. He had drawn together a 
great number of elephants, and had placed them 
in the front of his army, to diforder and break the 
battle of the Romans. By potting the mercenary 
Grangers in the front line, and the Carthaginians 
behind them, his firft view was to tire the enemy 
and blunt their fwords in effedt of the (laughter. 

Befides which, by placing the Carthaginians be¬ 
tween two lines, he reduced them to the neceflity 
of fighting, according to Homer’s maxim. And jjj ad ^ 
ladly, he had placed at a certain didance the braved iv. v . 297. 
and firmed of his troops, in order that feeing the 
event at didance, and being entirely freth, they 
might, when the favourable moment fhould ar¬ 
rive, fall with valour upon the enemy. If this 
hitherto invincible Hero, after having done all that 
was poflible in the cafe, was however overcome, 
he is not to be reproached on that account. For¬ 
tune fometimes oppofes the defigns of Great men ; 
befides, it not feldom happens, that an able Gene¬ 
ral is defeated by one more able than himfelf. 

I thought it proper to repeat this reflection from 
Polybius, upon the ability which Hannibal ffiewed 
in the difpofition of his army at the battle of 
Zama. I leave it to perfons of more fkill in art 
of war to determine of this; for the thing has 


fome difficulty : for my part I only repeat the opi¬ 
nions of authors, without pretending to vouch for 

them. 
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SECT. IV. 



Hannibal returns to Carthage . Scipio prepares to 
befieze Carthage. Ambajjadors from Carthage 
come to him to ajk peace. Nu midi a ns defeated . 

Conditions of peace propofed by Scipio to the Car¬ 
thaginians. G if go oppofes it. Hannibal filences 

him. The fleet of Claudius Nero meets with a 
great florin. Scipio's vidfcry declared at Rome 
occasions great joy there. Difpute concerning the 
diflributm of the provinces. The Senate firft gives 
Philip's ambaffadcrs audience , and then tbofe of 
Carthage. Peace granted to the Carthaginians . 
Prifoners reftored to the Carthaginians without 
ranfom . The Ambaffndors return to Carthage. 

Five hundred jhips burnt out at fea. DeJenters 
funifhed. Hannibal laughs in the Senate whilfl 

the reft cry. Scipio gives Mafinijjfa the kingdom 
cf Syphax. Reflexion of Polybius upon the govern¬ 
ments of Carthage and Rome at the time of the fe- 

cond Punic war. Scipio returns to Rome , and 
receives the honour of a triumph. He is honoured 
with the firname of Africanus. 

a. r. 55a TT Anniba] after the lofs of the battle had retired, 

XA as I ^ ave faid* t0 Adrumettum. The Se- 
retums to nate having fent for him, he repaired to Carthage, 
Carthage . j n w hich he had not been during thirty-{ix years, 

^. om ^ t j me h e q U i t ted it very young. He 
3 owned in the full Senate, that he had been entirely 

defeated, that the battle which had lately been 
fought abfolutely terminated the war, and that 
Carthage had no longer any fafety to hope, but by 
Sriph pre- obtaining peace from the Romans. 
pam t 3 As t0 Scipio, he caufed the fpoils and plunder, 
Canh w hich were ver y confiderable, to be carried on 
Liv. xxi' board his fhips, and at his return to the fea fide, 
36. he 
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* 79 : 


he was informed there, that P. Lentulus was ar- A * R - st¬ 
rived at the Roman camp near Utica with fifty Ant ' c * ^C2 ' , 
large fhips, and an hundred tranfports laden with 
all kinds of provifions. Believing that it was ne- 
ceffary not to give the Carthaginians time to reco¬ 
ver from their confternation, but to fpread terror 
on all Tides at the fame time, and in the midft of 
the capital, after having fent Lselius to Rome to 
carry the news of his victory, he ordered Cn. Ofla- 
vius to march the legions by land to the gates of 
Carthage, and himfelf with his old fleet, and that 
which Lentulus had lately brought, fet out from 
his camp before Utica, and advanced to the port 
of Carthage. 

He was not far from it, when he perceived a Tbi ambof- 
Carthaginian galley, adorned with fillets and ft™'/ 
branches of olive, that came out to meet him. It c ** ne 
had on board ten ambaffadors, all principal perfons him to a>k 
of the city, who, in confequence of the advice 
which Hannibal had given the Senate, had been 
lent to demand peace. They approached the poop 
of Scipio’s (hip, and prefenting him the branches 
of olive as fuppliants, they implored his mercy 
and clemency. He gave them no other anfwer, 
but that they might come to him at Tunis, where 
he was going to incamp. As to himlelf, -after 
having curioufly examined the fituation of Car¬ 
thage, Iefs to make any ufe of it in the prefent 
occafion, than to humble his enemies, he went 
back to Utica, whither he alfo made Oftavius 
return. 


Having fet out from thence for Tunis, he was Numidian; 
Informed on his way, that Vermina the fon of Sy- dtfMtcd, 
phax was coming to the aid of the Carthaginians 
with an army confiding of more horfe than foot. 

He immediately fent part of his legions with all 
his cavalry againft thofe Numidians. This de¬ 
tachment attacked them the firft day of the Satur- 

T 4 nal\a x 
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A-R. 550. nalia 9 and entirely defeated them. The Roman 

horfe having furrounded them on all fides, cut off 
even the way for flight, killed fifteen thoufand 
upon the fpot, took twelve hundred, with fifteen 
hundred Numidian horfe, and fixty-two enfigns. 
Vermina efcaped in the midft of the tumult with a 
fmall number of his followers. 

CsrMtms Scipio in the mean time was arrived at Tunis, 
cf pgjce and incamped in the fame poft he had occupied 
prspufid before. Though they appeared before him in a 

more humbled and mournful condition than before, 
as their prefent condition required, he however 
expreffed lefs companion for them, not having yet 
forgot their perfidy. He aflembled his council, 
f'olyb. xv. At firft all who compofed it, through juft indig¬ 
nation, were for the ruin of Carthage. But after¬ 
wards, reflecting upon the importance of fuch a 
defign, and the length of time that the fiege of fo 
great and well fortified a city would take up \ and 
Scipio himfelf fearing that a fucceffor might come 
to deprive him at a fmall expence of fervice of the 
honour of terminating a war, which had coft him 
fo many fatigues and dangers, the whole council 
inclined to peace. 

The next day he ordered the ambafiadors to 
attend *, and, after having reproached them with 
their breach of faith and perfidy in the fharpeft 
terms, and exhorted them to confefs at length af¬ 
ter fo many defeats, which ought to be ufeful let- 
fons for them, that there were gods, who avenged 
the infraction of treaties, and the violation of oaths, 
he declared to them the conditions upon which he 
confented to grant them peace: “ That they 
ftiould retain their laws and liberty. That they 
fhould poffefs in Africa the fame cities and ex¬ 
tent of country as they had before the war. 
That from thenceforth no hoftilities fhould be 








committed, 


That they fhould give up to the 

4! Rgmap 
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* Romans all prifoners and deferters. That they 

4 fhould deliver up all their great fliips, except 

6 ten galleys, and all the managed elephants they 

4 had, and fhould tame no more for the future. 
4 That they fhould not make war either in Afri- 
4 ca, or elfewhere, without the confent of the 
4 Roman People. That they fliould reftore to 
4 Mafinifla the houfes, lands, cities, and other 
4 eftates, which had belonged to him or his an- 
4 ceftors throughout all the extent of his country, 
4 that fhould be affigned them. That they fliould 
4 fupply the Roman army with provifions for 
4 three months♦, that they fliould furnifli their 
4 pay, till their deputies returned from Rome. 
; That in fifty years they fhould pay the Romans 
* ten thoufand talents of filver, divided into 
equal payments, that is two hundred talents 
every year. That for fecurity of their faith, 
they fhould give an hundred hoftages, which 
the Conful fliould choofe out of the youth from 
fourteen to thirty years of age. That the truce 
they afked fliould be granted them, on condi¬ 
tion, that the barks they had furprized during 
the firft truce fhould be reflored to the Romans, 
with all that was in them when taken. That 
without this reftitution, they mutt not expeft 
; either truce or peace.” 

The ambaffadors having received this anfwer, 
fet out direftly for Carthage, and reported it to 
the Senate and People. Whilft they were fpeaking 
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Gifgo op - 
pofes tbefc 
conditions , 
and is 

in the aflembly of the People, Gifgo, a Carthagi- filencedby 

Hannibal. 
Polyb. xv. 

which appeared too hard, and being hearkened to xjv.'xxx. 
by a multitude equally incapable of making war, 37- 

* Ten tboujand Attick ta - were Euboick talents , were 
UnU amounted to about fifteen feme thing lefs t 
tboufand pounds, Tbefe which 


v 1 k-/ ' 

nian Senator, having began a difcourfe to difluade 
his fellow-citizens from accepting thefe conditions, 


or 
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a. r. 550- or of bearing peace, Hannibal, inraged that fudi 

xiat ‘ C ’ 1Ci * difcouries fhould be held, and attention had to 

them, in the like conjunctures, took Gifgo by the 
arm, and made him come down from the tribunal 
roughly enough. So violent a proceeding, and fo 
repugnant to the tafte of a free city as Carthage 
was, occafioned an univerfal murmur. Hannibal 
was concerned at it, and immediately excufed 
himfelf. Having left ibis city at nine years of age, 
laid he, and not having returned till after an ab- 
fence of fix and thirty years•, I have had time to 
learn the trade of war, and flatter myfelf that 1 have 
fucceeded tolerably in doing fo. As to your laws and 
cufloms, you ought not to be jurprized, that I am 
ignorant of them ; and it is from you that 1 defire to 
learn them. This kind of fatisfaftion having ap- 
peafed the People, and ftopt the murmur, he conti¬ 
nued as follows. It was my zeal for the good of the 
public , that made me commit the fault that offends 
you. For I cannot recover my aftonifhment on feeing 
lha: a Carthaginian , who knows all that has faffed 
cn our fide in ref peel to the Roman People , and alfo 
that in effect of their laft victory they are become ab - 
foluie mafters of our fate , fhould not thank the gods, 
that they treat us fo favourable. He then went on 
to fhew particularly, of what importance the union 
of the Senate was , and of not giving room by divided 
* opinions for carrying an affair of that nature before 
the People . 

This advice feemed very wife, and entirely for 
the intereft of the Commonwealth in the deplora¬ 
ble extremities and dangers, to which it was now 
expofed. It was unanimoufly refolved in confe- 
quence to accept the peace upon the conditions- 

* When opinions were di~ volved to the People » but only 
yidei it: the Senate, the duifton in that cafe, 
of the affair in quefiioa de- 
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propofed •, and the Senate immediately nominated 55°' 

* , r rr i i j • Ant.C.aoa. 

ambamdors to conciade it. 


What enbarraffed them mod, was the previous 
reftitution demanded by the Romans. For they 
had only the veffels which had been taken in their 
keeping, and it was not eafy to find the effects; 
thofe who had appropriated them to themfelves 
induftrioufly concealing them. It was concluded 
that they fhould begin by reftoring the fhips, that 
the crews fhould be found and fet at liberty. That 
as to the other effefts, the value Scipio fhould 
‘think proper to fet upon them, fhould be paid. 

When the deputies were returned to Scipio the 
Quseftors had orders to fix from their accounts the 
price of all that had belonged to the Common¬ 
wealth on board of thofe fhips *, and private per- 
fons to declare the value of their effefts; and for 


the whole the Carthaginians were made to pay 
down twenty five thoufand pounds of filver in 
weight. When this was done, a truce for three 
months, was granted them, upon condition that, 
as long as it fubfifted, they fhould fend no ambaf- 
fadors to any part except Rome; and if any fhould 
come to them from any nation whatfoever, that 
they fhould not difmifs them, till they had firft in¬ 
formed the Roman General, both from what 


powers they were fent, and what demands they 
were inftrufted to make. Scipio made L. Vetu- 
rius Philo, M. Marcius Ralla, and L. Scipio his 
brother fet out for Rome with the Carthaginian 
deputies. 

The convoys, that came about this time from 
Sicily and Sardinia, made the price of provifions fo 
low, that the merchants let the captains of the 

galleys have their corn for the freight. Cl. Nero's 

Rome had taken the alarm on the firft rumour fi eei is a if - 
of the breaking up of the negotiations with the a 

fanhaginians, and the renewing of the war 5 andtiv. xxx? 

Tib. 38,39. 


1 
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a. r. 5(0. Tib. Claudius Nero, one of the Confute was or- 
agz. c._co. co g Q w j t j 1 £j s £ eec ^mediately t0 Sicily, 

and from thence to Africa •, and his collegue M. 
Servilius to remain near Rome, till it (hould be 
exactly known in what condition affairs were in 
Africa. The Conful Claudius afted with abun¬ 


dance of flownefs in the preparations and depar¬ 
ture of the fleet, in difguft for the Senate’s having 
made Scipio, preferably to himfelf matter of the 
conditions, on which the peace was to be conclud¬ 
ed. Having at length fet fail, he met with a vio¬ 
lent ftorm, which wrecked ieveral of his fhips, and 
-did the reft great damage. Winter overtaking 
him at Carali’s {r.ow Cagliari) in Sardinia where 
he was employed in refitting them, and the time of 
his magiftracy being elapfed, he was reduced to 
the condition of a private perfon, and brought 
back his fleet without glory to the Tiber. 

\ '*r.(zcs • The deputies, whom Scipio had fent from 
c r Sj*?:os Africa to Rome being arrived with thofe of the 
CC ‘ Carthaginians, the Senate afiembled in the temple 
~ua: r;v of Beilona. L. Veturius Philo then gave an ac- 
^ &***• count, to the exceeding fatisfaftion of the whole 
I. v. xxx. a Tembly, in what manner the Carthaginians had 

loft a battle near their capital, that left them no 
refource, and which finally terminated a war, that 
had occafioned fo many calamities, in favour of 
the Romans. Though the advantage gained over 
Vermina, the Son of Syphax, was but a flight 
increaie of good fortune; he did not omit to 
mention it. He was then ordered to afcend the 


tribunal of harangues, and to impart fuch grateful 
news to the People. The citizens gave themfelves 
up to the excefs of their joy, and after having con¬ 
gratulated each other upon fuch great fuccefs, dif- 
perfed into all the temples to thank the gods for it, 
according to a decree for public thankfgivings dur¬ 
ing three days. 


The 
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The Deputies from the Carthaginians, and thofe R - 5 V0 * 
from King Philip, for fome from that Prince nt * ' 2 ° z 
were come to Rome, having demanded audience 
of the Senate, they were anfwered, that the new 
Confuls fhould give it them. 


Cn. Cornelius Lentulus. a „ 

j A. R. 5a. 

P. /ElIUS PiETUS. Ant.c! lot. 

Before the provinces of the Confuls were fixed, Difpute 
the ambaffadors of Macedonia and thofe of Car- fomerning 

thage had audience, and it was forefeen, that the hutionlf 
war being terminated on one fide, was upon the the pro- 
point of beginning on another. The Conful Len- vines. 
tulus was infinitely ardent to have Africa for his ^ !V,XXX * 
province. He rightly judged, that if the war 4 °* 
continued, the viftory would coft him little *, and 
that in cafe of peace, it would be highly for his 
glory to have put an end during his Confullhip to 
io important a war. Accordingly he defired that 
no affair fhould be brought on, till the command 
in Africa was previoufly given to him •, for his 
collegue did not afpire at it in the leaft, being a 
perfon of reafon and moderation *, befides which, 
he conceived it no lefs vain than unjuft to dif¬ 
pute that honour with Scipio. 

The Tribunes of the People, Minucius 
Thermus and Manius Acilius Glabrio, reprefented, 

“ That Cn. Cornelius was making an attempt in 
“ which Tib. Claudius had already mifcarried the 
“ year before *, as, when the Senate had referred 
the Con ful’s demand to the People’s determina- 
“ tion, the whole thirty five Tribes had given 
“ Scipio the preference.” The affair having been 
debated with abundance of warmth, both in the 
Senate, and before the People, the decifion of it 
was referred to the Senate. The Senators accord¬ 
ingly, after having taking an oath, as had been 
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A^c S oi a S reed on ’ decreed t ^ ac one °f the Confuls, ao- 

2 ‘ cording as they (hould agree between themfelves, 
fhould remain in Italy, whilft the other {hould 
command a fleet of fifty fail. That he to whom 
the fleet fhould fall by lot, (hould go to Sicily, 
and from thence to Africa, if peace were not con¬ 
cluded with the Carthaginians. That in that cafe, 
the Conful fhould a cl by fea, and Scipio by land 
with they fame authority as before. That if the 
Carthaginians accepted the conditions of peace 
propofed to them, the Tribunes fhould make the 
People determine, whether the Confui, or Scipio, 
fhould make the peace, and bring back the vifto- 
rious army to Italy if that fhould be deemed 
proper. That if that honour fhould be conferred 
upon Scipio, the Conful fhould not go from Si¬ 
cily to Africa. P. Scipio was continued in the 
command of the armies, at the head of which he 
then was in Africa. 

All thefe refolutions of the Senate, full of wif- 


The Senate 

firfi give 
audience 


dom and equity, were a good leffon, and a tacit 
reprimand for the Conful Lentulus, which his 
mean jealoufy had juftly drawn upon him. Through 
a blind defire of glory, he was for depriving Sci¬ 
pio of an honour, which it was evident the People 
allotted to him out of juftice and gratitude, for all 
the labours and dangers he had undergone in this 
war. Lentulus’s collegue acted much more wife¬ 
ly, who perceived, (a) that fuch an attempt was 
contrary both to equity and prudence, as it could 
not fucceed. Jealoufy a bafe vice, unworthy of a 
man of honour, deferves to be covered with fhame, 
and expofed to univerfal contempt. 

After the Senate had fixed all that related to the 
provinces as well of the Confuls as of the other Gene- 


to Philip's 

ambtjfa- M Q“i g'° ri . E e j u3 «rti- 
don. men cu m Scipione, prteter- 

Lir. xxx. quod iniqaum effer. 



etiam impar futurum cerne- 
bat. Liv. 

rals, 
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rals, their next care was to give audience to the am- ^ 
bafTadors of Philip, and thofe of the Carthaginians. 

Thofe of Philip were introduced firft to the Se¬ 
nate. Their difcourfe confided of three heads. 
They began by vindicating their mailer in refped 
to the hoftilities, the ambaffadors fent from Rome 
to that Prince, had accufed him of having com¬ 
mitted againft the allies of the Commonwealth. 

In the fecond place, they themfelves complained 
of the allies of the Roman People *, but much 
more iharply of M. Aurelius, one of the three 
ambaffadors, that had been fent to him. For 
they reproached him, that without regard to his 
character, he had continued in Greece to raife fol- 
diers there *, that he had made war againil him 
contrary to the treaty, and that he had often come 
to blows with his lieutenants. And laftly they 
demanded that Sopater, with the Macedonian fol- 
diers he had commanded, and who being in the 
army and pay of Hannibal, had been made pril'o- 
ners by the Romans, fhould be reitored to Philip. 

M. Furius, whom Aurelius had fent exprefsly 
from Macedonia to defend him, replied to the Is 
accufations *, Ci that Aurelius had been left in the 
“ country to prevent the allies of the Common- 
“ wealth, perpetually harraffed by Philip, from 
being reduced at length to go over to him. 

“ That for the reft, he had not quitted the lands 
“ of the allies, and that he had confined himfdf 
u to preventing the King’s troops from making 
“ incurfions into them with impunity. That 
“ Sopater, one of the principal perfons of the 
“ Macedonian court, and even the King’s rela- 
u tion, had been fent to Africa with four thou- 
“ fand men, and money, to the aid of Hannibal 
“ and the Carthaginians.” 

After Furius had done fpeaking, the Macedo¬ 
nians were afked what they had to reply j and as 

their 



2 §8 

A- 551- 
Ant, C. 201 • 


Tbt Cut- 
tbaginian 
Ambajfa- 
dcrs have 
cud knee* 


* 


Cornelius, jElius, Confuls. 

their anfwers feemed not a little confufed, they were 
ftopt fhort, and the Senate declared : u That it 
44 was eafy to fee, that the King defired war \ and 
<c that if he did not change his conduft, he would 
“ foon have what he fought. That he had doubly 
44 violated the treaty: firft in diftreffing the allies 
“ of the Roman People, and making his troops 
“ ravage their country ; and next, by fending aids 
4C of men and money, to the enemies of the Com- 
“ monwealth. That Scipio had done nothing of 
44 which he could reafonably complain, when he 
“ put foldiers into irons, and treated them as ene- 
44 mies, whom he had taken in the aft of fight- 
44 ing againft the Roman People. That as to 
“ what regarded Aurelius, the Senate and People 
44 highly approved him for having affifted the al- 
“ lies of the Commonwealth in arms, as the faith 
44 of a treaty did not fuffice to proteft them againft 
44 the violence of Philip.** 

The Macedonians having been difmiffed with 
fo menacing an anfwer, the Carthaginians were 
called in. As foon as their advanced age was ob- 
ferved, and that they were the principal perfons of 
Carthage, both by their birth, and employments, 
it was believed, that the Carthaginians really in¬ 
tended peace. The moft confiderable of them was 
Afdrubal, firnamed Hcedus, a grave Senator, who 
had always recommended peace to his fellow citi¬ 
zens, and on all occafions had ftrongly declared 
againft the Barcinian faftion. This authorized 
him the more to impute the crime of this war to 
the avidity of a fmall number of particulars, and 
to acquit the public council of Carthage of it. 
He made a very good Speech, in which he ex- 
cufed the Carthaginians in refpeft to fome points, 
and condemned them for others, to avoid giving 
offence by fhamelefs denying fafts evidently 
true *, and he concluded with exhorting the Senate 

to 
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co.make a moderate ufe of their advantages. He A * R * 55 1 - 
informed them, 44 That if the Carthaginians had^' 0,201 * 
44 followed his, and Hanno’s counfels, they might 
44 have diftated the conditions of peace them- 
“ felves •, whereas they were now reduced to ac- 
44 cept of fuch as fhould be im poled upon them. 

44 That (tf)-the gods feldom beftowed on men at 
4C the fame time good fortune and right rea- 
44 fon. That what rendered the Roman People 
44 invincible was, their knowing in profperity 
44 how to make ufe of prudence, and to hearken 
44 to the dictates of realon. That for the reft, it 
44 would be amazing for them to aft otherwife. 

44 That thofe to whom good fucceffes were 
44 new, on fuch occafions not being mafters of 
44 themfelves, give themielves up to immoderate 
44 and infolent joy, becaufe they are not accuf- 
44 tomed to them. But that the Romans were fo 
44 habituated to conquering, that they were become 
44 almoft infenfible to the pleafure of viftory ; 

44 and that they owed the increafeof their domi- 
44 nion much more to the clemency, with which 
44 they ufed the vanquifhed, than to their viftories 
44 themfelves.” The other Ambaffadors fpoke in 
a tone more humble, and more proper to move 
compaflion. “ They deplored the tare of their 
44 country, obferving irom what a high degree of 
44 power and greatnefs it had fallen into an abyfs 
44 of mifery. That the Carthaginians, after hav- 
44 ing carried their conquefts fo far, retained only 
44 the walls of Carthage. That inclofed within 


(a) Raro fimul hominibus nova bona fortuna fit, impo- 
bonam fortunam bonamque tentes lietitias infanire. Po- 
mentem dari. Populum Ro- pulo Romano ufitata, ac pro- 
manum eo invi&um effe, quod pe jam obfolcta ex vi&oria 
■in fectfndis rebus fapere & gaudia efTc, ac plus pene par- 
confulere meminerit. Ethercle cendo viflis, quam vincendo, 
mirandum fui/fe, fi alitcr face- imperium auxifi’e. Liv, 
rent. Ex infolentia, quibus 

Vol. VI. u “ them, 


N 
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■\ K C 5 * 1 - u them, they had no longer any thing, either by 
'*~ r ' “ f ea or ] anc j ? obeyed them. And that they 
ct retained their city itlelf, and their houfhold 
“ gods, only, as the Roman People ihould 
ct vouchfafe rot to carry their rigour to the laft 
“ extremities.” The Senators ieemed to be 



touched with companion, when one of them, in- 
cenfed by the perfidy of which the Carthaginians 
had given a quite recent inftance, u afked the 
“ Ambaffadors, by what gods they would fwear 
ct to obferve the treaty of peace, after having de- 
tc ceived thofe, who had been witneffcs of their 
Ci firft oath” ? The fame gods , replied Afdrubal, 
who have fo feverely pimjhed their former-perjuries. 

Appian puts a very fine harangue into the mouth 
of this Afdrubal Haedus, but addreffes it to Sci- 
pio. He alfo repeats that of the Conful Cn. Len- 
tulus in the Senate. 


Peace All the Roman Senators were inclined to peace. 

KbiCir* ^ Ut l ^ e ^ 0n ^ u ' Le ntu ' us ? who had the command 
^baginhns °*' t * ie fket, oppokd the decree, which they were 

Liv. xzx. upon the point of palling in that difpofition. Up- 
43 - on this the Tribunes Man. Acilius and Q. Minu- 

cius afked the People affembled, “ Whether it 
was their will that a peace ihould be made with 
Ci the Carthaginians, and by whom they defired it 
“ ihould be made *, and whether the army ihould 
“ be brought back from Africa?” All the Tribes 
declared for peace, and charged Scipio with the 
care of concluding it, and of leading back the 
troops into Italy. In confequence of this refolu- 
tion of the People, the Senate decreed, that Sci- 
pio, with a council of ten commiffioners, ihould 
make peace with the Carthaginians on fuch condi- 
p T : tions as he fhould judge proper. 



toe Car- 


iGafnicr.j 

smiths: 


The Ambaffadors of Carthage, after having 
thanked the Senate, demanded their permifiion to 
enter the city, and to confer with their fellow-ci- 


Tsnf;*n. 


tizens 
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tizens confined in the prifons of the Common- A 55 r « 
wealth. They reprefented, “ that there were Ant,C ’ a0I ‘ 

u among ft them feveral of the molt con fid era bJe 
“ perfons of Carthage, to whom they were bound 
“ both by blood and friend 111 ip : and that there. 

“ were others, whom their relations had defired 
“ them to lee. After having vifited them, they 
afked another favour; which was, to raniom fuch 
of thofe prifoners as they fhould think fit. The 
names of them were ailccd. They were about two 
hundred, whom the Senate can fed to be carried to 
Africa by the Roman commiflioners, who were 
ordered to put them into the hands of Scipio, di- 
refting that General to reftore them to the Cartha¬ 
ginians without ranfom, affoon as the peace fhould 
be concluded. 


The Ambafladors of Carthage fet out from 
Rome, and being returned to Scipio made a peace 
upon the conditions mentioned above. They de¬ 
livered up to him their (hips of war, and ele¬ 
phants, with the (laves, Roman delerters, and 
four thoufand prifoners, amongft whom was one 
Senator, named Q. Terentius Culeo. Scipio 
caufed the (hips to be carried out to lea, where 
they were burnt. They were in all, according to 
fome authors, five hundred. The fight of tin’s 
fire, kindled lo near Carthage, occafioned as much 
grief to that city, as the burning of Carthage 
itfelf would have done. The delerters were pu- 
nifhed more feverely than the flaves: for the heads 
of all thofe who were Latines were cut off, and the 


The Am- 

bajfaiiors 
return to 
Carthage, 


Fhe ben¬ 
tire : Jbips 

burnt. 


Defer ters 
f unified . 


Romans were crucified. 


It was forty years fince the la ft peace had been Liv, xxx. 
made with the Carthaginians, in the Confullhip of 44 - 
Q. Lutatius and Aulus Manlius. The war had 
broke out again three and twenty years after, in 
that of P. Cornelius and Tib. Sempronius. It was 

U 2 termi- 
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a' R c 5 ~ 51 * terrn i nate d * the feventeenth year, during the Con- 

*~° 1 ’ fulflup of Cn. Cornelius and P. iElius Paetus. It 
was often faid afterwards to Seipio, that if he had 
not terminated the war with the total deftrudtion 
of Carthage, it was to be imputed to the avidity 
and ambition, firft of Tib. Claudius, and next of 
Cn. Cornelius, who had both caballed to fup- 
plant him, and to have the honour of putting an 
end to this war. 


Hannibal 



tcbtijt 

other5 cry. 

Li?, ibid. 


When they came to the firft payment of the 
tribute laid on them in confequence of the treaty, 
as the funds of the State were exhaufted by the ex- 
pences of fo long a war, the difficulty of raifing 
that fum gave the Senate great grief, and many 
could not refrain from tears. It is faid, that 
Hannibal upon this occafion fell a laughing. Af- 
drubal Hsedus warmly reproaching him for in¬ 
ful ting the public affiifiion in that manner, He, 
who had been the caufe of it: If, faid he, in re¬ 
turn, my heart could be feen, and its fentiments dif- 
covcred , as what paffes in my face 711 ay, it would 
prefently be perceked that the laugh with which I atn 
reproached, is not the effett of joy , but of the trou¬ 
ble and emotion, which the public misfortunes give 
me. And , after all , is this laugh more unfeafonable 
than the tears I fee you fbed ? It was when our arms 
were taken from us, cur Jhips burnt , and all wars 
abroad prohibited *, it was then you fhould have cried: 
for that was the flroke, the mortal wound, that laid 
us lew. But we do not fed the calamities of the pub¬ 
lic, till they come to affed us per fondly *, and what 
grieves and afflicts us rnofi, is the lofs of our money. 
Accordingly , when va?iquijl:ed Carthage was ftript of 
herfpxnls, when (he was left without arms and de¬ 
fence , in the midfi of fo many powerful and armed. 
States of Africa, not one of youjhed a Jingle tear , or 


The feventeenth year was el a ffed, and the eighteenth begun. 

vented 



Cornelius, /Elius, Confuls. 293 

vented a fingle figh. And now , becaufe you are each ^ n ^' c 5 ^’ 
of you to contribute to the -payment of the tribute , you 
are as much dejected, as if all were utterly loft . Ah! 

J am afraid , that what extorts fo many tears from 
you now , will joon be the leaft of your misfortunes. 

Scipio in the mean time made preparations for sdpio 
his departure. He affembled his troops, and gives Ma - 
publickly declared, that he annexed to the fift’JP* the 
nions Mafiniffa inherited from his forefathers, Cir- Jyp^x 

ta, and the other cities and territories of Syphax, 
of which the Romans had made themfelves ma¬ 
tters, and of which he made him a prefent in their 
name. He ordered Cn. Oftavius to carry the 
fleet to Sicily, and to leave the command of it to 
the Conful Cn. Cornelius. He, iaftly, fent orders 
to the Carthaginians to fend new deputies to 
Rome, in order to the ratification of the treaty by 
the Senate and People, which he had lately con¬ 
cluded with them in concert with the ten committ 

fioners. 

I (hall conclude what relates to the fecond Punic 
war with a reflection from Polybius, which well 
defcribes the different fituation of the two rival 
Commonwealths of which we are. fpeaking. 

In the beginning of the fecond Punic war and Reflexion 
of Hannibal’s time, Carthage may be faid in u P on 

govern¬ 
ments of 
Carthage 
and Romfp 

dined towards her ruin: whereas Rome was ox tntb f tlmt 

that time in the flower and vigour of life, and condPunie 
made great advances towards the conqueft of the war . 
Univerfe. Polyb.vi. 

The reafon Polybius gives for the decline of the 493 * 494 < 
one, and the growth of the other, is deduced from 
the different manner, in which thofe two Repub* 
licks w^re then governed, 

u 3 


fome fenfe to be on the decline. Her youth, 
prime and vigour, were already faded. She had 
began to fall from her former elevation, and in- 
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I * 


With the Carthaginians, the People had en~ 
groffed the principal aurhority in the public af¬ 
fairs. The count'd ci the elders and mamftrates 


was no longer regarded : every thing was carried 
by cabal and intrigue. Not to mention what the 
faction oppoffe to Hannibal did againft him du¬ 
ring the whole time of his command ; the fingle 
fact of the Roman vefiels taken during a truce •, a 


breach ot taith in which the People forced the Se¬ 
nate to take part and lend their name, is a very 
clear proof of what Polybius fays in this place. 

On the contrary, this was the time at Rome 


when the Senate, that body of wife men, had 

more credit than ever, and when the elders were 

heard and confidered as oracles. Every body 

knows, how jealous the Roman People were of 

their authority. We have however feen that a 

* 

century, confiding of the youth, to whole lot it 
had fallen to give its fufirage firft, which was 
u dully followed by the fame vote of all the reft, 
having nominated two Confuls, upon the fingle re- 
mor.ftrance cf Fabius, departed from the choice it 
had made, and declared others. 

From this difference of government Polybius 
concludes, that a people guided by the prudence 
of the old and experienced, muft neceflarily have 
the advantage of a State governed by the rafh opi¬ 
nions of the multitude. Rome, in effect, govern¬ 
ed by the wife counfds of the Senate, had at length 
the upperhand in the grofs of the war, though fhe 
had in particular had the difadvantage in feveral 
battles; and fhe eftablifned her power and great- 
nefs upon the ruins of her rival. 

It was by thefe and other the like means, as we 
may obferve in the courfe of our hiftory, that Pro¬ 
vidence, which prefides over States and King¬ 
doms, difpofes events, fixes their duration, and 
infpires thofe who govern them, with prudence, 
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courage, and all the other qualities neceffary to 55j* 
government: it was thus, I fay, that at a didance, 
and by fucceflive continual increafes, it prepared 
Rome for that greatnefs and power it had allotted 
her from all eternity, Rome [a) rightly perceived, 
that die was indebted for all her fuccefies to a fu- 
perior caufe, that protected her in a peculiar man¬ 
ner, and which fhe confeffes on a thoufand occa- 
fions: but die had the misfortune not to know it, 
and to lavifh the marks of her gratitude upon 
deaf and impotent divinities. 

The prefence of Scipio was no longer neceflary Scipio re - 
in Africa. After having procured his country fo turns to 

glorious a peace, he embarked his troops, and and 
went to Lily Leu m in Sicily. From thence he t p e honour 
made the greated part of his army fet out on board of a tri - 

the galleys for Rome direftly. Livy gives us 
reafon to think, that he landed at Rhegium. For lv * J 
that hidorian tells us, that Scipio eroded the coun¬ 
try of Italy through two rows of people, who 
flocked from all parts, in order to have the fatif- 
faction of feeing their deliverer, to whofe valour 
and good fortune they believed themfelves indebt¬ 
ed for the repole, tranquility, and all the other 
advantiges they were going to enjoy in effeft of 
the peace. When he arrived at Rome in the 
midfl of this public joy, he entered it in triumph 
with greater pomp and magnificence than had 
ever been feen. King Syphax, and leveral Lords 
of his court, were led before his chariot. The 
Senator Terentius Culeo, who had been re- 


xxx. 


45 


{a) Hujus beneficii gratiam, divinum.—Ea vis (divina) fas- 
Judices fortuna populi Roma- pe ineredibiles huic urbi feli- 
ni, Sc veftra felicitas, & dii citates atque opes attulit. Non 
immortales fibi deberi putant. ell humano confilio, ne medio- 
Nec vero quifquam aliter ar- cri quidem, Judice.-, deonam 
bitrari potell, nifi qui nuliam immortalium cura, res ilia per- 
jnajellatem efie ducit aumenve fe&a, Cic. pro Mil . 83, & 85, 

U 4 leafed 



Cornelius, jEuus, Confuls. 

leafed from bondage, followed the fame chariot 
' with his head covered with a kind of hat, which 
was a mark of the liberty he had recovered. Sy- 
phax did not long furvive his lhame, and died in 
prifon. Scipio put a very large fum into the pub¬ 
lic treafury, and gave about thirteen pence to each 
of his foldiers out of the fpoils of the enemy. He 
was honoured with the glorious firnamc of Afri¬ 
cans, which he retained ever a fee-, and which 
feemed to perpetuate the remembrar.ee of his tri¬ 
umph. Scipio was the firft, who affumed the 
name of the ration he had conquered. In pro- 
cels of time other Remans, by his example, ren¬ 
dered their families illuftrious by the like titles, 
but which they had not deferved by fuch glorious 
victories. 
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BOOKtheTWENTY first. 


THE 

ROMAN HISTORY. 


T HI S book includes the hiftory of four 

years *, 552,^ 553, 554, and 555. It 
contains principally the fecond war with 
Philip, which is terminated by the viftory gained 
by Quintius Flamininus at Cynofcephalae, and 
fome expeditions in Spain and Cifalpine Gaul. 

SECT. I. 


War of Macedonia. Epochal of the wars of the 
Romans with Philip . Various complaints to the 
Romans againji Philip . The People at firft oppofe 
this war. the Conful by the Senate 1 s advice brings 
over the People , and war was declared againji 
Philip. Ambajfadors from Ptolomy. Infurre- 
ftion of Gaul excited by Amilcar . Ambajfadors 

fent to Carthage , and Mafmijfa . Ambajfadors 

from Vermina , the fon of Sypbax , to the Ro¬ 
mans. Money taken out of the temple of Profer - 
pin a. Remonftrance of feveral private perfons to 

the Senate , concerning what is due to them from 
the Commonwealth . the Conful Sulpicius arrives 
in Macedonia . Centho plunders the city of Chai¬ 
ns. Philip befieges Athens , ineffectually. He 
befteges it a fecond time, with as little fuccefs , and 

h* 
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lays wajle all Attica. The Romans ravage the 
'frontiers of Macedonia. Some Kings bordering 
upon Macedonia join the Conful. Preparations of 
Philip. Ajjembly of the Mtolians , to which Phi¬ 
lip , the Athenians , and Romans fend Ambajfadors . 
The ajjembly feparates without concluding any 
thin?. Toe Conful enters Macedonia. Rencoun- 

o 

ier of two parties. Various a SI ions of fmall impor¬ 
tance between the two armies. Philip has jome 
advantage over the Roman foragers. He is after¬ 
wards defeated bimfelf and obliged to fix. Sul pi -. 

cius returns to A polio ni a. The ALtolians declare 

j. 

for the Romans. Decrees of the At he mans againft 
PbiliAn ovation is granted Lent ulus for bis 
fuceefs in Spain. L. Furius defeats the army of 
the Gauls , who befiege Cremona. The Conful 
Aurelius 3 s jealoufy of Furius. The latter returns to 
Rome and demands a triumph. It is granted him 
cfkr long debates. P. Scipio celebrates games. His 
foldiers are rewarded. Army of Spaniards de¬ 
feated. Return of the Conful Aurelius to Rome. 
New Confuls appointed. Combats of gladiators. 


T HE SECOND Punic war, which had lately 

been terminated fo glorioufly for the Ro- 

Liv. xxxl. roans, was almoft immediately followed by one 
i. with the Macedonians. The latter was not in the 

lead: comparable to the firft, either in refpedl to 
the merit of the General, the valour of the troops, 
the importance of events, or the greatnefs of dan¬ 
ce's. But it was in fome fenfe more illuftrious in 
effect of the glory of the antient Kings of Mace¬ 
donia, of the luftre of the family of the Prince 
aftuaily upon the throne, and the conquefts of that 
nation, who had formerly fubje&ed by their arms 
great part of Europe, and a much greater of 
Afia. 
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For the reft the war with Philip had begun al- Epochas of 
molt ten years before, in the 541ft year of Rome, 
when Rome made an alliance with the TEtolians. mns ° witb 
The beginning of it may even be dated three years Philip, 
earlier. And this had been terminated three years 
before the end of the fecond Punic war. The Ro¬ 
mans had afterwards many fubjefts of difcontent 
from Philip King of Macedonia, as well becaufe 
he had ill obferved the conditions of the peace con¬ 
cluded with the iEtolians and the other allies, as 
becaufe he had very lately fent aids of men and 
money to Hannibal in Africa. Accordingly when 
they faw themfelves unengaged and tranquil, after 
the peace they had made with the Carthaginians, 
various complaints, which were brought to Rome 
from different quarters againft Philip, inclined 
them to renew the war againft that Prince. 


P. Sulpicius Galba II. 
C. Aurelius Cotta. 


A- R. 552- 
Ant, C* 2oo, 


It was under thcfe Confute, that the war againft Beginning 
Macedonia began.. Many events had made way °f the 
for it at a diftance. IZcfdo- 

Ptolomy Philopator King of Egypt, had left n ia. 

at his death one fon only five years old, called ? ar ^us 
Ptolomy Epiphanes. Philip, and Antiochus King c ° m P laint5 
of Syria, entered into a criminal league to invade tbe Ro* 
his dominions. The court of Egypt, in the dan- man: 
ger of their young King from the joining of th 
two Princes againft him, had recourfe to the Ro- Poiyb xv i 
mans to implore their protection, and offered 6. & Le-* 
them the guardianfhip of the King, and the re- gat. 4. 
gency of his dominions during his minority, 

furing them that the late King had fo ordered it VaK Max." 
at his death. vi. 6. 
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a. r. 55^' The troops of Philip aftually ravaged Attica, 
Iir C xEri and had carried off confiderable plunder: which 
i, 2. induced the inhabitants to have recourfe to the 

Romans. The Ambaffadors of the Rhodians and 
King Attalus joined thofe of Athens, to complain 
alfo of the enterprizes of the two Kings, and to 
give the Romans advice, that Philip, either by 
himfelf, or his deputies, follicited many cities of 
Afia to take arms, and that he had undoubtedly 
fome great defign in his thoughts. 

The Romans, on the demand of the Ambaffr- 
dors of Egypt, did not hefitate to accept the 
guardianfhip of the young Prince ; and in confe- 
quence had nominated three deputies, who were 
ordered to notify it to the two Kings, and to in¬ 
form them, not to difquiet the dominions of their 
pupil: that otherwife they Ihould be obliged to 
declare war upon them. The other complaints, 
which as I have faid, they received almoft at the 
fame time, haflened the departure of the three 
Ambaffadors. Every body muft perceive, that it 
xvas making a noble ufe of their power to declare 
fo gencroufly for an injured King, to whom they 
were guardians, (a) And this conftituted part of 
the glory of the Senate and People of Rome, who 
•were the refuge of diftreffed Kings and States. 
The ambition of the Magiftrates and Generals was 
to render themfelves the defenders of the provinces 
and allies by their equity and public faith. Ac¬ 
cordingly, in thefs happy times, the Roman em¬ 
pire was confidered as the refuge and afylum of the 
whole univerfe, where oppreffed nations were fure 

(a) Regum, populorum, na- fi focios requitate & fide de- 
tionum Portus erat & refugi- fenderent. Itaque illud patro- 
um Senatus. Noftri autem cinium orbis terra verius, 
magiftraras imperatorefque ex quam imperiuro, poterat no- 
hic uni re maximam laudem minari. Cic. de Off. I. z6, 
capere ftudebant, fi provinciaj, 27. 
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of finding a ready and powerful prote&ion againft A - R -ss*- 
injuftice and violence. But things took a very Ant ‘ c ’ 200 ' 
different turn in the fequel. 

The Senate, after having anfwered all the Am- 
baffadors favourably, made M. Valerius L^evinus, 
who had already ailed againfl Philip, fet out, and 
directed him in the quality of Proprietor, to ap¬ 
proach Macedonia with a fleet, to examine things 
nearer, and to be in a condition to aid the allies 

immediately. 

In the mean time the Senate deliberated ferioufly biv. xxxi. 
upon what they fliould refolve. At the inftant 
the Senate was aflembled to examine this impor¬ 
tant affair, a fecond embaffy arrived from the 
Athenians, which declared, that Philip was upon 
the point of entring Attica in perfon, and that 
he would infallibly make himfelf mafter of Athens, 
if a fpeedy aid were not fent them. Letters were 
alfo received from Laevinus the Propraetor, and 
Aurelius his Lieutenant, by which they were ad- 
vifed, that every thing was to be feared from Phi¬ 
lip ; that the danger was very prefling, and that 
there was no time to be loft. 


Upon thefe news, the Senate believed it indif 
penfibly neceflfary to declare war againft Philip. 
The Conful Sulpicius, to wh°om the province of 
Macedonia had fallen by lot, propofed it to the 
People. It was at fir ft rejected by almoft all the 
centuries. The citizens, who had juft quitted 

a war, which had caufcd them fo much pains and 


The People 
at fir ft op- 
foj'e the de¬ 
claration 
of zvar 
againft 

Philip. * 
Liv. xxxi. 
6 . 


dangers, were of themfelves extremely averfe to 
it; which reluftance was much augmented by the 
feditious difcourfes of Q. Bsebius. He was one 
of the Tribunes of the People, who, reviving 
the antient cuftom of his predeceffors for recom¬ 
mending themfelves to the multitude by declaring 
againft the Senators, accufed them of exprefsly fo¬ 
menting war upon war to continue the people un- 
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a.r. 552. der perpetual oppreffion, and to give them no reft. 

Aut.c.2oo- Senators fuffered fo calumnious and unjuft a 

reproach with abundance of pain : they vented 
their refentments in the warmeft manner againft 
the Tribune in the Senate itfelf, and ftrongly ex¬ 
horted the Conful to repair a fecond time to the 
People, to reproach them highly with their indo¬ 
lence for the public good, and to make them fenfi- 
ble, how (hameful it would be for them, and how 
injurious to the State, if in the prefent conjuncture 
they deferred to declare war againft Philip. 

The Conful, having fummoned the aflembly 
in the field of Mars, before the centuries proceeded 
to give their iuffrages, lpoke to them as follows. 
You fee me d not to know, Romans , that the qneftion 
at prefent is not to deliberate , whether we are to 
make war or peace ; for Philips in preparing to 
make a rude war upon you , does not leave that at 
your choice: but to confider , whether your legions are 
to be transported into Macedonia , or to wait till the 
enemy brings his troops to Italy . What difference 
there is between thefe two refolutions you certainly muft 
know from your own experience in the lajl war with 
the Carthaginians. For who doubts, but if as foon 
cs the befieged Saguntines had recourfe to us , we had 
been expeditious in giving them aid> as our fathers had 
before a died in refpedl to the Mamer tines, we bad 
turned the whole weight of the war againft Spain , 
which cur neglect drew into Italy, where it wanted 
but very little of entirely defter eying us. We acted 
more wifely in refpedl to the fame Philip , when he 
engaged by a treaty made with Hannibal to come to 
Italy , and it is evident , that it was in effect of making 
Levinus fei out immediately with a fleet to attack 
him in- his own country , that we kept him in Mace¬ 
donia. What we then did , whi 1 ft we had Hannibal 
in the heart of Italy , do we befit ate to do now , when 
that formidable enemy is driven oat of Italy , and the 

Car- 
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Carthaginians are irrecoverably overcome? If we A - R - 59^' 
fuffer Philip , by making himfelf maftcr of Athens, to Ant,c, * 00# 
make trial of our Jlownefs, as Hannibal did in taking 
Saguntum by form , we fhall fee him arrive in Italy , 
not at the ond of five months , as Hannibal did after 
ibe taking of Saguntum, but in five days after his 
fleet fets out from Corinth. Remember the alarm for¬ 
merly fpread throughout all Italy by Pyrrhus King of 
Epirus, when haughty from bis viStory he came aU 
mofl to the gates of Rome , and that at a time, when 
the Commonwealth , more flourijhing than ever it had 
been , wanted neither troops nor Generals, and had 
not been cxhauftccl by long and bloody wars. Can the 
power of Pyrrus be compared to that of Philips or 
Epirus to Macedonia ? But, not to recur to an¬ 
ti ent times, reflect upon what has happened lately. 

If you had r effect to go to Africa, Hannibal and the 
Carthaginians had been fill here. Let Macedonia , 
rather than Italy , feel all the horrors of war, by the 
ruin of its cities and countries. We have more than 
once experienced, that guy arms are more Jucceffnl 
abroad that in our own country. Romans , give 
therefore your fuff rages again , and hearken to the 
advice of the Senators , to which the immortal gods, 
whom I have confulted by the aufpices and fieri fees, 
proniife all kinds of profperity. 

When theConiul had done fpeaking, the affair 
was again brought into deliberation, and the war 
was decreed. Public prayers were appointed for 
three days, to implore fuccefs of the gods in the 
war with Philip, which had been juft refolded by 
the People. Sulpicius confulted the Faciales, .to 
know whether it was neceffary for the declaration 

of war to be made perfonally to King Philip, or 

only on the neareft frontier of his kingdom. They 

anfwered that the thing was indifferent, and that it 

was regular in both forms. The Senate left the 
choice of the perfon, who fhould be appointed to 

declare 
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A.R. ss 1 * declare war againft the King, to the Conful. The 
AatC.aoo. diflxiburion of the provinces, the number of troops 

to ferve this year, and the Generals to command 
them, were afterwards regulated. 

The public prayers which had been decreed, 
were performed, and all the temples of the gods, 
had been vifited. The People who were very reli¬ 
gious and attentive, to render the gods favou¬ 
rable, efpecially in the beginning of a new war, 
decreed again, that the Conful, to whom the pro¬ 
vince of Macedonia had fallen, fhould promife 
games and facrifices to the gods. 

Whilft preparations for the war were making, 
ambaffadors arrived from Ptolomy King of Egypt, 
who declared, 44 that the Athenians had fent to 
“ demand aid of their mafter againft Philip. But 
44 that, though they were his friends and allies as 
well as of the Roman People, the King thought 
it incumbent upon him not to fend either army 
or fleet to Greece to attack, or defend, any ftate 
44 whatfoever, without the confent of the Roman 

People.” 

the King for his obliging care, replied : 

44 the defign of the Roman People was to defend 
their allies: that if, in the fequel, there fhould 
arife occafion for any aid, the King fhould be 
informed of it, becaufe they entirely relied up¬ 
on his good intentions.” The ambaffadors 
were difmiffed with prefents, after having received 
all pofiible honours. 

Whilft every body was folely intent upon the 
war of Macedonia, news, which there was not any 
.room to expeft, were received from another fide: 
*Aniicar“ J this was, that Amilcar General of the Carthagi- 
Liv.xrd nians, who had furvived Afdrubai’s army in Li- 

guria, had made the Infubrians, Caenomani, Boii, 
and other nations of Cifalpine Gaul take arms. 

The Praetor Furius, who commanded in that pro¬ 
vince, 
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The Senate, after having thanked 

That 
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vince, wrote to the Senate, that the enemy, after 
having plundered and burnt part of Placentia, 
were actually upon their march againft Cremona. 
That he was not in a condition to aid thofe two 
colonies, 
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having no more than five 


thoufand 


and that it would be expofing them to 

that 


troops, 

{laughter to fend them againft an army, 
amounted to at leaft forty thoufand men. 

After the reading of thefe letters, the Senate com¬ 
manded the Conful C. Aurelius to order his army 
direftly, that were to rendezvous in Etruria, to re¬ 
pair the fame day to Ariminum, and either to go in 
perfon to the aid of the colony, if the affairs of the 
Commonwealth would permit him to quit Rome, 
or to give that commiffion to L. Furius. He 

chofe the latter. 

At the fame time the Senate decreed that three 
ambaffadors fhould be fent, firft to Carthage, and 
then to Numidia to King Mafiniffa. C. Teren- 
tiusVarro, P. Lucretius, and Cn. Oftavius, were 
charged with this commiffion. 

They had orders to complain, “ that the Ge¬ 
neral Amilcar had made the Gauls and L.iguri- 
46 ans take arms contrary to the treaty •, and to 
declare if they defired that the peace, which 
had been granted them, (hould fubfift, that 
they muft recall their citizen, and deliver him 
“ into the hands of the Romans. They were alfo 
to obferve to them, that they had not reftored 
all the deferters : that it was known at Rome, 
a great number had remained at Carthage, 
where they went to and fro publickly : that they 
fliould take care to have a ftrift fearch made 
for them, in order to their being delivered up 
conformably to the treaty. 

“ The fame ambaffadors were ordered to con¬ 
gratulate Mafiniffa, in the name of the Roman 
People, on his not only having recovered the 
Vol. VI. X 
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“ kingdom of his forefathers, but augmented it 
“ with the moft fiouriftiing part of the dominions 
“ of Syphax. They were alfo to inform him, 

“ that war had been declared againft King Phi- 
“ lip, becaufe he had aided tne Carthaginians 
“ againft the Romans ; and in confequence to 
“ defire him to fend the Romans a body of Nu- 
“ midian cavalry to be employed in this war.” 
They had prefents with them for the King, and 
were ordered to tell him, “ That he ftiould find 
“ in the gratitude of the Roman People all the 
“ afliftancehe might ever want, either to confirm 
“ his authority, or extend his dominions.” 

At the fame time the ambaffadors ofVermina, 
the fon of Syphax, applied to the Senate, “ ex- 
“ cufing the imprudent conduit of their matter in 
“ taking arms againft the Romans, from the 
“ youth of that Prince, and afcribing the whole 
“ fault co the deceitful counfels of the Carthagi- 
“ nians. They reprefentcd, that Mafiniffa, from 
“ an enemy to the Romans, had became their 
“ friend and ally. That Vermina would ardently 
“ endeavour by his fervices not to give place to 
“ Mafiniffa or any other Prince, in zeal and at- 
“ tachment for the Roman People.” The Senate 
anfwered the ambaffadors “ That it was without 
“ any juft reafon that Syphax, the friend and ally 
“ of the Roman People, had fuddenly become 
“ their enemy, and that it was with no lefs injuf- 
“ tice, that Vermina his fon had in a manner fig- 
“ nalized his accefiion to the throne by attacking 
“ the Romans. That therefore he muft afk peace 
“ of the Roman People, before he entertained 
“ thoughts of being acknowledged as King, ally, 
“ and friend. That this was an honour, it was 
“ not ufual for the Roman People to grant, ex- 
« cept to thofe who had rendered them great fer- 

« vices. That the deputies from Rome would 

“ fooa 
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foon be in Africa, and would fignify to Ver- a.r. 55 *. 
<c mina the conditions, upon which the Roman Ant * ,200, 
“ People confented to grant him peace, That if 
<c he fliould defire any article to be added to, or 
<c returned from them, or any other change to be 
cC made, he might have recourfe again to the Se- ' 

“ nate.” The Roman deputies fet out with the 
inftruftions, of which we have juft been fpeaking. 

Each of them had a galley with five benches of 

oars. 

When they arrived in Africa, the Carthaginians Sueeefs of 
replied, that all they could do in refpeft to A mil- 
car, was to pafs Sentence of banifhment upon him, 
and to confifcate his eftate. That as to the de- 
ferters and Roman (laves, that they had delivered Africa. 
up all thofe they had been able todifcover. That * XKU 
as to the reft, they would fend ambafladors to 
Rome, to give the Senate fatisfaftion in refpeft to 
thefe two articles. At the fame time they fent 
two hundred thou fend bufhels of wheat to Rome, 
and as many to Macedonia, for the fubfiftance of 
the armies. 

From Carthage the Roman ambafladors re¬ 
paired to the court of Mafinifla, who received 
them perfeftly well. He offered the Common¬ 
wealth two thoufand Numidians. The ambafla¬ 
dors accepted only a thoufand ; and that Prince 
took care to embark them himfelf, and fent them 
to Macedonia, with two hundred thoufand bufhels 
of wheat, and as much barley. 

When Vermina knew, that the Roman ambaf- 
fadors were on their way to his dominions, he went 
as far as the frontier of his kingdom to meet them. 

He fubmitted beforehand to all the conditions they 
fliould think fit to prefcribe; adding that any 
peace with the Romans would feem juft and ad¬ 
vantages. It was granted him. The articles 
were diftated to him, and he was direfted. to fend 
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deputies to Rome to receive the ratification of 
* 

them. 

In the mean time the Roman Senate had re¬ 
ceived advice of a new facrilege committed at Lo- 
cri in the temple of Proferpina. Advice of this 
was fent by the Praetor Minucius, to whom 
Bruttium had fallen by lot, who obferved at the 
lame time, that the authors of the crime could not 
be difcovered. The Senate law with indignation, 
that facrilcges multiplied, and that the (till recent 
example of the guilt and punifhment of Pleminius 
was not capable of intimidating and reftraining the 
impious. The Conful Aurelius was ordered to 
write to the Prsetor, cc That the Senate decreed 

that informations Ihould be taken in refpeft to 
this theft, as had been done fome years before 
in the like cafe. That the money that could be 
difcovered Ihould be replaced in the treafury. 
That what fhould be deficient fhould be fup- 
plied ; and if it were judged convenient, that 
fuch expiatory facrifices fhould be made, as the 
Pontiffs had decreed before, by way of repara- 
“ don for fo criminal a facrilege. 5 ’ 

After all the duties of religion had been per¬ 
formed upon the occafion of the different prodi¬ 
gies, a very great number of private perfons, to 
whom only one payment out of three had been 
made of the money they had lent the Common¬ 
wealth ten years before in the Confulfhip of 
M. Valerius, and M. Claudius, applied to the 
Senate. The Confuls had anfwered them, that the 
treafury was not in a condition actually to difeharge 
that debt, on account of the great expences, the 
new war made indifpenfibly neceffary, for keeping 
up numerous forces, and equipping confiderable 
fleets. “ They reprefented, that if the Common- 
“ wealth fhould employ for the war of Macedo- 
nia the fums, which they had lent for that of 
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c< Carthage, new wars continually fucceeding each 
“ other, the reward of their zeal for the Common- 
“ wealth would be to fee themfelves deprived for 
“ ever of their fortunes.” 

The Senate thought thefe remonftrances very 
juft, as they were in effeft: but the Common¬ 
wealth was abfolutely not in a condition to clif- 
charge thofe debts. Such a fituation muft give a- 
bundanceof pain to Senators, who revered juftice, 
and fincerely loved the People. They found a 
wife expedient, which the perfons concerned them¬ 
felves fuggefted to them : this was to give up to 
thofe particulars fuch lands belonging to the pub¬ 
lic within the fpace of fifty miles from Rome, as 
fhould be afbually to fell. The Confuls were or¬ 
dered to take an eftimate of thefe lands, and to 
lay the yearly rent of a fingle as upon each acre, 
to denote that they were the property of the pub¬ 
lic. And, when the ftate fhould be able to dif- 
charge thefe debts, it fhould be left to particulars, 
either to receive their money and furrender thefe 
lands, or to keep them. They accepted thefe 
conditions with joy. In all this proceeding there 
is a fpirit of equity and Jove of the public good, 
which does great honour to the Romans, and 
which ought to ferve as a model to all thofe, who 

adminifter governments * of which one of the 
moft effential duties is to confider Faith to public 
engagements as a thing facred and inviolable, 
from which they ought never to depart in the 
leaft. This ( a ) perfuafion ftrongly implanted in 
the minds of a People is the greateft refource of 
States. 

* Nulla res vehementius efle poteft, nifi erit neceflaria 
remp. commendat [or con- folutio rerum creditarum. Cic. 
tinet] quam fides: qua? nulla Offic. II. 84. 
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At length the Con fill Sulpicius, after having 
made the ufual vows and prayers in the Capitol, 
fee out from Rome in the military robe [palu- 
damcntum] of his office, and preceded by his Lie- 
tors. He went from Brundufium to Macedonia in 
two days. At his arrival, he found the deputies 
of Athens, who conjured him to deliver the city 
from the fiege then carrying on by the troops of 
Philip. He immediately detached C. Claudius 
Centho with twenty galleys and fome troops to the 
aid of Athens. 


Centho Centho having entered the Piraeus with his gal- 
fazes end ] e y Sa t he courage and refolution of the inhabitants 
/be city revived. He did not content himfeif with pro- 
o/cbalds, viding for the fecurity of the city and all the adja- 
Liv. xxx\. cent country : but having received advice that the 

garrilonof Chalcis oblerved neither order nordif- 
cipline as remote from all danger, he fet out with 
his fleet, arrived near that city before day, and 
having found the centinels afleep entered it without 
difficulty, fet fire to the public magazines of corn, 
and the arfenal which was full of machines of war, 


and cut to pieces all the foldiers in the city. If 
he had had troops enough to leave a garrifon in 
Chalcis, without abandoning the defence of Athens, 
it would have been, in the beginning of this war, 
a blow of the laft importance, to have deprived 
Philip of the city of Chalcis, and of the Euripus. 
For the frrait of the Euripus clofes the entrance in¬ 
to Greece by fea, as the defile of Thermopylae 
does by land. But he was not in a condition to 
divide the few troops he had. In confequence, 
after having caufed the plunder he had taken to be 
carried on board of his (hips, he returned to the 

VhiHf le- Pirsus, from whence he had fet out. 
fejes 4. Philip, who was then at Demetrias, on the 
\ut]T t a~ ^ news received of the misfortune befallen 
Liv. xixi. city, fet out with the utmoft diligence 




SuLPicrus, Aurelius, Confuls. 311 

in hopes of furprizing the Romans. But they R > 55*- 

* f 1 1 f 1.1 1 • Ant C. 2 qo* 

were gone, fo that he leemea to have come thi- 
ther only to be a fpeftator of that place ft ill fmok- 
ing and half in ruins. Subftituting to the joy he 
would have had in aiding his allies, the pleafure 
of avenging himfelf upon his enemies, he con¬ 
ceived thoughts of doing the lame to Athens, and 
to furprize it as the Romans had furprized Chal- 
cis. He would have gained his point, if one of 
thofe couriers, called * Hemerodromi , having per¬ 
ceived the King’s troops from the eminence where 
he was placed, had not immediately carried the 
news to Athens, where he arrived about midnight, 
and where all were afleep. Philip alfo arrived 
there fome few hours after, but before day. That 
Prince perceiving the lights which had been 
kindled in different parts, and hearing the tumult 
and cries of the ciiizens, who ran on all fides 
where danger and neceftity called, refolved to at¬ 
tack the city by open force, as ftratagem had mif- 
carried. 

The Athenians had drawn up their troops in 
battle on the outfide of the walls at the gate Dipy¬ 
lon. Philip at the head of his army, threw him¬ 
felf into the prefs, and having killed and wounded 
feveral with his own hand, repulfed them into the 
city, into which he did not think fit to follow 
them. He vented his wrath upon the country 
houfes and public places of exercife, burning and 
deftroying every thing that came in his way, with¬ 
out fparing even the tombs, or what was the moft 
facred. He fet out from thence to furprize Eleufis, He befteges 
where he was again difappointed. Athens a 

He returned foon after againft Athens, and ^Ub Is™ 
formed the fiege a fecond time with as little fuccefs in tie fuc- 

cefs , and 

* They were fo called , becaufe they ran a great way in a day, l a V waft* 
on foot . all Attica . 

Liv. xxxi. 

X 4 as 26. 
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a.R. 55-- as the firft. After having been fhamefully re- 
' 2 °°' pulfed by the befieged, he went again to deftroy 
the country. After the firft fiege he had only 
deftroyed the tombs which were without the city: 
but now, to fpare nothing of all that religion 
ought to render inviolable, he caufed all the tem¬ 
ples in the towns and villages of the country to be 
burnt and demolifhed. The marble, which a- 
bounded in Attica, wrought by the moft excellent 
workmen, {killed in the ufe of that ftone, adorn¬ 
ed the whole country with thofe facred edifices, 
which that Prince then facrificed to his fury and 
revenge. Not contented with demolilhing the 
temples, and throwing down the ftatues of the 
gods, he alfo caufed all the ftones which had re¬ 
mained whole to be broken to pieces, in order that 
no trace of fo many fine monuments might remain, 
and that it might not be poffible even to ftiew the 
ruins of them. After fo glorious an expedition, 
he retired into Baeotia. A King, who is fo little 
mafter of his rage, and who abandons himfelf to 
fuch exceffes, fcarce deferves that name. 

TheConful, who was incamped between Apol- 
loniaand Dyrrachium, fent a confiderable detach¬ 
ment into Macedonia under the command of his 
MaceJtnta lieutenant Apuftius, who ravaged the flat country, 
Liv. xxxi. and took feveral fmall cities. 

The Romans having began the war by thefe fuc- 
cefsful expeditions, faw feveral Kings and Princes 
bordering upon Macedonia arrive in their camp : 
amongft others Pleurates fon of Scerdiledes King 
of part of Illyricum, Aminander King of the 
Athamantes, and Bato fon of Longarus, Prince of 
the Dardanians. Longarus had been powerful 
enough to make war with his own forces againft 
Demetrius, Philip’s father. The Conful an- 
fwered thefe Princes, who offered him their fer- 
vice againft the King of Macedonia, that when he 

{hould 
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fliould enter the enemy’s country with his army, a. r. ss*, 
he fhould make ufe of the troops, with which u c, “ 00 ‘ 
the Dardanians and Pleurates fliould fupply him. 

As for Aminander, he direfted him to engage the 
Aitolians to enter into the league againft Philip. 

He caufed Attalus to be told, whofe Ambaffadors 
were alfo come to him, that he fliould expeft the 
Roman fleet at iEgina, where he was in winter- 
quarters, and when it arrived, and had joined 
him, that he fliould continue to aft againft the Ma¬ 
cedonians by fea, as he had began. He alfo fent 
Ambaffadors to the Rhodians, to exhort them to 
aft in concert with the allies againft Philip. 

That Prince, on his fide, on his arrival in Ma- Philip's 

cedonia, alfo made great preparation for the war ^tim^ 
He made his fon Perfeus, who was then very 
young, fee out with lieutenants capable of advifing 
him, and a part of his troops, to feize fome de¬ 
files at the entrance of * Phelagonia. He demo- 
lifhes Sciathus and Peparethus, cities confiderable 
enough, fituated in iflands of the iEgean fea of the 
fame name, to prevent their falling into the hands 
of the enemies fleet. He fent Ambaffadors to the 
JEtolians, whofe reftleffnefs and inconftancy he 
knew, to exhort them to continue in alliance with 
him againft the Romans. 

The iTtolians were on a certain day to hold AJfemblyof 
their general affembly. Philip, the Romans, and the JEm- 
the Athenians fent thither their Ambaffadors. t0 

Thofe of Philip fpoke firft. “ They confined the 
“ themfelves to demanding, that the iEtolians Athenians 
“ fhould adhere to the conditions of the peace an * 
they had concluded fome years before with 
Philip, having then experienced how much the bajfadon. 
alliance with the Romans was contrary to their Liv. xxxi. 
<c interefts. They cited the example of Mef- Z 9 — 3 2 - 
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“ fma and of all Sicily, of which the Romans 

“ had made themfelves matters under the pre- 

“ text of bringing them aid. They exaggerated 
46 upon the rigor, with which the Romans treat- 
<c ed conquered cities, Syracufe, Tarentum, Ca- 
“ pua: (a) the latter in particular, which was 
<c no longer Capua, but the tomb of the Cam- 
“ panians, the carkafe of a city, without Senate, 
<c without People, without Magiftrates, and more 
<c cruelly treated by thofe who had fuffered it 
“ to fubfift in that condition, than if they had 
<c entirely deftroyed it.” If fir angers, faid he, 
more remote from us by their language , manners , 
cuftoms, and laws , than by the fpaces of land and 
fea that feparate us from them , Jhould poffefs them - 

fehes of ibis country , it were madnefs to hope , that 

they would treat us with more humanity, than they 
have their neighbours. Amongfl us. States of the 
fame country, and who fpeah the fame language , M- 

tolians , Acarnanians , Macedonians , flight differences 
may arife , without confequence or duration : but with 
ft rangers, with Barbarians , as long as we are 
Greeks , we are , and continually fhall be , at war . 

i/ is nature , invariable , ^ rt«y 

tranfitory caufe , /id/ againfi them, and them 

againfi us. In this very place it is but few years 
finee you made peace with Philip. ‘The fame caufes 
fiill fubfiifi , W hope you will alfo obferve the fame 

conduct. 

The deputies of Athens, with the confent of 
the Romans, fpoke next. “ They began by re- 
“ lating in a very moving manner the impious 
“ and facrilegious fury of Philip againft the moft 
“ facred monuments of Attica, againft the mod 


(j) Capua quidem fepulcrtnn 
ac monumenrom Campani po- 
puli, dato & extorri ejefto 
ipfo populo, fupereft; urbs 


tronca, fine Senatu, fine plebe, 
fine magiftratibiis, prodigium; 
reli&a crudelius habitanda, 
qoam fi delata foret, Liv. 

“ auguft 
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« auguft temples, the mod venerable tombs, as if ^ Qt R, c 5 ^ 
“ he had declared war not only againft men and 
“ the living, but againft the manes of the dead, 

“ and even the majefty of the gods. That JEto- 
“ lia, and all Greece, muft expeft the fame 
“ treatment, if Philip had the lame occafion. 

“ They concluded with imploring and conjuring 
<c the TEtolians to have companion upon Athens, 

“ and to undertake under the guidance of the 
“ gods, and that of the Romans, whofe power 
“ gave place only to that of the gods, a war fo 
“ juft, as that they propofed to them. 

“ The Roman deputy, after having at large re- 
“ futed the infinuations of the Macedonians con- 


“ cerning the treatment of the conquered cities by 
“ Rome, and oppofed them with the example of 
“ Carthage, to which peace and liberty had very 
“ lately been granted, maintained, that the Ro- 
“ mans were fo far from deferving the imputa- 
“ tion of cruelty, that what they had to fear was 
“ rather, that the excels of their favour and lenity 
“ might induce States to declare the more eafily 
cc againft them, becaufe the conquered had al- 
“ ways an allured refource to their clemency. He 
“ reprefented in a brief, but lively, manner, the 
“ criminal aftions of Philip, his horrible cruel- 
“ ties, and (till more deteftable debauches: all 


tc fafts the better known to them to whom he was 


t{ fpeaking, as they were nearer neighbours to 
u Macedonia, and in perpetual commerce with 
“ Philip.” But to confine myfelf to what regards 
you , continued that deputy, addreffing himfelf to 
the iEtolians, we have undertaken the war againft 
Philip for your defence: you have made peace with 
him without our participation . Perhaps you will fay 
to jufiify yourfelves , that feeing us employed in the 
war againft the Carthaginians , reduced by fear you 
accepted the law impofed upon you by the firongeft: 

and 
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a.r. 552. an d we ^ 0 n our fide^ called off by more important 
u ' iOC ' cares , having neglected a war , which you had re - 

7 mnced. Delivered now , thanks to the gods , from 
the war with Carthage , sett turn all our forces a- 
gainft Macedonia. This is an occafon for you to re¬ 
new your amity and alliance with us , which you ought 
not to neglect, unlefs you cbufe rather to per iff with 
Philips than to conquer with the Romans. 

‘Thetjfint ■ Damocritus, Prstor of the iEtolians, plainly 
b rl<t? a ~ F rce ^ vei ^’ r h at this lad difcourfe would bring over 
wiibzut ah the fuffrages: it is faid, chat Philip had cor- 
cor.cluhn? rupted him with money. Without feeming to 
any tbirg. e fp 0U f e either fide, he reprefented, that the af- 

m2 ' ma ‘ fair was too important to be determined imme¬ 
diately, and that it required time to be maturely 
confidered. He thereby eluded the defigns and 
expectations of the Romans; and boafted that he 
had done his nation a confiderable fervice, which 
might wait the event, before it refolved, and might 
then declare for the ftrongeft. 

TteCcrful Philip in the mean time made vigorous prepa- 

entcn Aa- rat j ons f or the war by f ea anc j ] anc J : but the Con- 

Ritttsanur fal a&ually carried it on. He had entered Macedo- 
<5/ tvo nia, and advanced towards the Dafiaretae. Philip 
t ertliS * alfo took the field. Neither fide knew what route 

the other had taken. Detachments of horfe were 


Ttt Ccrful 


fcnt out on both fides to fcout. Thefe two parties 
met As they confided entirely of chofen troops, 
the action was rude, and the vi&ory remained 
doubtful. Forty of the Macedonians, and thirty- 
five of the Romans, were left upon the fpot. 

The King, perfuaded that the care he fhould 
take to bury thofe, who fell in this rencounter, 
would abundantly contribute to gain him the af¬ 
fection of the troops, and would animate them to 
fight valiantly for him, caufed their bodies to be 
brought into the camp, in order that the whole 
army might be' witneffes of the honours he Ihould 
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pay them, (a) Nothing is Iefs to be relied on than ' 

the fentiments and difpofition of the multitude. Ant ' '* oc “ 
This fight, which it was believed, could not fail to 
animate the foldiers, had a quite" different effeft. 

Hitherto they had only had Greeks to deal with, 
who fcarce ufed any weapons, but arrows, half pikes, 
and lances, and for that reafon made lefs wounds. 

But when they faw the bodies of their comrades 
covered with large wounds made by the Spanifh 
broad-fwords, whole arms and flioulders cutoff, 
and heads feparated from bodies, that fight (truck 
them with terror, and made them conceive againft 
what enemies they were led. 

The King himfelf, who had not yet had a near 
view of the Romans in a battle in form, was ter¬ 
rified at it. Having been informed by deferters 
of the place, where the enemy had halted, he caufed 
himfelf to be conducted thither by guides with his 
army, which confuted of twenty thoufand foot, 
and four thoufand horfe and he potted himfelf at 
the diftance of above two hundred paces from 
their camp, near the little city of Athaca, upon 
an eminence, which he caufed to be fortified with 
sood intrenchments. When heconfidered the dif- 

o 

pofition of the Roman camp from the top of that 
hill, he cried out, * That was not a camp of Barba¬ 
rians, 

The Conful and the King continued two days Varlm 

without making any motion, in expeftation of aftiom of 
each other. On the third day Sulpicius quitted f mal1 im ~ 
his camp, and drew up his troops in battle. Phi- 
lip, who was afraid to hazard a general a£tion, fent the tv* 
a detachment againft the enemp of fourteen hun- armies 
dred men, half infantry, half cavalry * to which XXXI ’ 

[a) Nihil tam incertum nec fa&urum,' id metum pigriti* 
tam insftimabile eft, quam amque incuffit. Liv. 
animi multitudinis. Quod * The fame faying if afcribed 
promptiores ad fubeundam om- to Pyrrhus, 
nem dimicationem videbatnr 


the 
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a. r. T5-- the Romans oppofed a like number, that had the 

^‘C^oo* advantage, and put the other to flight. They 

alfo happily avoided the ambufcade, which the 
King had laid for them. Thefe two advantages, 
the one by open force, and the other over ftrata- 
gem, filled the Romans with boldnefs and cou¬ 
rage, and the foldiers, fuperior by force, and in¬ 
effectually attempted by ftratagem, retired full of 
joy and confidence. The Conful led them back 
into his camp, and the next day made them quit 
it, and advanced to offer the King battle, having 
pofted the elephants, which the Romans had taken 
from the Carthaginians, and then ufed for the firft 
time, in the front. Philip did not think it pro¬ 
per to accept of the defiance, and kept clofe in his 
camp, notwithstanding the infults and reproaches 
of Sulpicius, who taxed him with fear and cow¬ 
ardice. 


Philip 

gains form 
advantage 
over tbe 
Raman fo¬ 
ragers, and 
is after¬ 
wards de¬ 
feated and 
obliged to 

fib 


As foraging was very dangerous from the near- 
nefs of the two armies, the Conful removed about 
eight miles, and advanced towards a town called 
Oftolopha ; from whence the foragers difperfed into 
all the adjacent country in feparate parties.The King 

at firft kept clofe within his intrenchments, as if 

through fear, in order that the enemy, by be¬ 
coming more bold, might alfo become lefs cau¬ 
tious. This did not fail to happen. When Phi¬ 
lip faw them difperfed in great numbers about the 
country, he fuddenly quitted his camp with all 
his cavalry, followed by the Cretans as faft as was 
poflible for foot to move, and pofted himfelf be¬ 
tween the camp of the Romans and the foragers. 
There, dividing his troops, he fent a part of them 
againft the foragers, with order 1: to put all to the 
fword which came in their way ; and with the other 
part he feized all the avenues, by which they 
could return. The whole plain was covered with 
the flight and (laughter j whilft nothing of what 

pafled 
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paffed without, was yet known in the Roman 
camp, becaufe thofe who fled fell in with the 
King’s troops * and thofe who were polled in the 
ways killed a much greater number, than thofe, 
who were fent out in purfuit of the enemy. 

At length this bad news arrived in the camp. 
The Conful gave orders to the horfe to go each as 
they could to the aid of the foragers. As to him- 
felf he made the legions quit the camp, and 
marched them againft the enemy drawn up in an 
hollow fquare. The horfe, dilperfed on all Tides,, 
ftraggled at firft, milled by the cries which came, 
from feveral parts. Many fell in with the enemy. 
The charge was given at the fame time on diffe¬ 
rent fides. The rudeft part of the a&ion paffed 
with the body of troops, whom the King com¬ 
manded in perfon, which were very numerous as* 
well in infantry as cavalry ; befides which, thofe. 
troops were infinitely animated by the prefence of 
the King *, and the Cretans, who fought in clofe 
order, and firmly drawn up againft enemies dil¬ 
perfed and in diforder, killed a great number of 
them. 

It is certain, that if they had been lefs eager in 
purfuing the Romans, this day would not only 
have decided the prefent fuccefs, but perhaps that 
of the whole war. But in effeft of having aban¬ 
doned themfelves to an inconfiderate ardor, they 
fell into the midft of the Roman cohorts who had 
advanced with their officers. Thofe who fled, 
then perceiving the Roman enfigns, faced about* 
and fpurred their horfes againft the enemy, who 

were entirely in diforder. The face of the battle 
changed that moment ; and thofe who purfued be¬ 
fore, now fled. Many were killed in dole fight, 
and many in flying: and they did not only peniffi, 
by the fword, but abundance, by throwing them- 
felves precipitately into the moraffes, were fo 

plunged 
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plunged in the mud, that they remained therewith 
their horfes. 

The King himfelf was in great danger. For 

having been thrown down by his horfe, which had 
received a great wound, he was upon the point of 
being cut to pieces, if one of his cavalry, had not 
immediately alighted, and remounted him. But 
that trooper himfelf, not being able to make off 
foon enough, was killed by the enemy after having 
faved his King’s life. Philip took a long compafs 
round the marlhes, and at length regained his 
camp, to which it was not expected that he would 
ever return. 

We have already feen feveral times, and it can¬ 
not be too much inculcated to military perfons, in 
order to their avoiding the like fault, that the lofs 
of batdes often proceeds from the too great ardor 
of officers, who being folely intent upon the pur- 
fuit of an enemy, negled and forget what pafles 
in the reft of the. army, and fuffer themfelves to 
be deprived through an ill-judged defire of glory, 
of a viftory, which they had in their hands, and 
were affured of. 

Philip did not lofe many of his troops in this 
a&ion, but he feared a fecond ; and to avoid it, 
he propofed to retire, and to conceal his retreat 
from the enemy. With this defign, in the even¬ 
ing he fent a herald to the Conful to demand a fuf- 
penfion of arms, in order to bury the dead. The 
Conful, who had fet down to table, ordered the 
herald to be told, that he would give him an an- 
fwer the next morning. Philip, during that time, 
having left abundance of fires in his camp to amufe 
the Romans, fet out without noife as foon as it 
was dark. As he was the whole night, and part 
of the next day before the Conful, the latter had 
no hope of being able to come up with him. 

Sulpicius 
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Sulpicius did not fei o« till fome days after - . R a SS2 - 
The King had entertained hopes of topping him *“ M0 ‘ 
in the defiles, the entrance of which he fortified 
with iotrenchments, and barricades of tones and 
trees : hut the perfeverance and courage of the Ro- 
mads furmounted all thefe difficulties. The Con' SulpMut 
fol, aifterhaving laid wafte the country, and ; made rtta ™ s 10 
himfelf matter of many important places, led A( ° mt ' 
back his army to Apollon La, from whence he had 
fet out in the beginning of the campaign. 

The /Etolians, who only waited the eveht for The j£u>- 
declaring thetnfelves, delayed no -longer to do fo i,ans de ‘ 
in favour of the Romans, who had the advantage. 

Having joined Amynander, King of the Acha- m „ s . ’ 
mantes, they made fome incurfions into Theffailia, Liv. xxxi. 
which fucceeded badly enough j Philip hawing 4° 43* 
beaten them on different occafiohs, and reduced 
them to retire with great difficulty into i&tolia. 

One of his Lieutenants alfo defeated the Dardani- 
ans, that had entered Macedonia during the King’s 
abfenoe, who confuted hiOfifelf with ihefe flight 
advantages for his bad fucCefs agaitift the Ro¬ 
mans. 


In this campaign, the Romah fleet, in con- Decrees of 
jun&ion with that of Attains, approached Athens. tb f Athl ~ 


The hatred of the Athenians for Philip, the ef- ™“inft 
fefts of which fear had reduced them to fupprefs, Philip. 
broke out without any bounds on the fight of fo Liv. « xi 
powerful an aid. In- a flee city like Athens, 44* 4 5 - 

where the talent of fpeaking had a kind of abfo- 
lute fway, the orators had acquired fitch -an at 
Cendant over the people, that they made them 
take what refolutions they thought -fit, On'this 
ocoafkm the 'people, on their r-emonftrsnees, de¬ 
creed, “ that all the ftatues and reprefentationsof 
“ King Philip, and of all hisaneeftdrs of both 
“ fexfes, fhould be abfolotely deftfoyed; thii 
** thair names fhould be effaced, with allthe ti- 
Vot. VI. Y “ ties 
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a. R. 55 1 * 44 ties and infcriptions, .with which they, might 

been honoured in pad times.. That the 
44 feftivals, facri&ces, and priefthopds. inftituted 
cc in honour of them, fhould likewife be abplilh- 
44 ed. That all the places in which monuments 
64 had been erefted to them, fhould. be . declared 
44 impure, profane, and deteftable. That the 

44 priefts, as often as they fhould offer up. their 
44 prayers to the gods for the peoplerof Athens, 
44 their allies, armies and fleets, fhould pronounce 
44 all kinds of anathemas and execrations, againft 
44 Philip, his children, kingdom, and forces by 
44 feaand land *, in a word, againft all the Ma- 
46 cedonians in general, and all' that appertained 
44 to them.” To this decree was added, 44 That 
44 all which fhould from thenceforth be propofed 
44 to the difgraceand difhonour of Philip, fhould 
44 have the confent-of the people *, and-that who- 
44 ever fhould prefume to fay or do any thing in 
44 his favour, or contrary to thefe defamatory de~ 
44 crees, might be killed upon the fpoc without 
44 farther formality.”.. And laftly, that nothing 
might be omitted, and to include all in one gene¬ 
ral expreflion, 44 That all which had been formerly 
4C decreed againft the children of the tyrant Pi- 
44 fiftratus, fhould take place againft' Philip.” 
The Athenians made war in this manner againft 
Philip by decrees and ordinances, which at that 
time were their only force. And as they carried 
all things to excels at this time, they in proportion 
-lavifhed praifes, honours, and every kind of ho¬ 
mage upon Attalus and the Romans. 

Li?, xxxi.. Some time before, when the fame Attalus enter- 
l 4 * ! 5 * ed the port Piraeus with his fleet, with defign to 

renew his treaty of alliance with the Athenians, all 
the inhabitants of the city, with their wives and 
children, all the priefts in their facerdotal veft- 
. ments, and .one might almoft fay, the very gods 

them- 
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themfelves quitted their abodes in fome fenfe, and A R u 5s4, 
went out to meet and receive him in a kind Of 

i • 

triumph. The afifembly was fummoned, to hear 
the propofals that Prince had to make, (a) But 
he wifely judged it more for his dignity to de¬ 
clare to them his intentions by writing, which 
lhould be read in his abfence, than to expole him- 
felf to the ihame of relating in perfon the fervice 
he had done their Commonwealth, and receiving 
ekceflive praifes from tnem, which would infi¬ 
nitely Ihock his modefty, . At that time it was 
propofed to add an eleventh tribe to the ten old 
ones, that formed the body of the State, which 
fhould bear the name of Attalus. 

. We do not fee in this that elevation of fend* 
ments, that lively and ardent zeal for liberty, that 
diflike, or rather averfion in a manner natural, for 
all kinds of flattery and abjeft fubmiflion, which 
was the moll diftinguilhed characleriftic of thefc 
antient Republicans, and which had conftituted 
their glory in antient times. 

The fleet of the Romans and Attalus, in con- Tb^flett 
jundlion with twenty Rhodian fhips, fcoured the l(^xW 
coafts, and executed fome expeditions, the par* 45^7.- * 
ticulars of which are of little importance: after 
which it feparated, and each'ally went to winter 
in their own country. 

To break the lefs into what regards the war with 
Philip, I have omitted fome fafts, which I (hall 
reftore in this place, I (hall do the fame fome- 
timcs without taking notice of it. 


(<2) Ex dignitate magis vi- figniftcationibus acclamationi- 
fum, fcribere eum de quibus bufque multitudinis afleatati- 
videretill*, quam prafentem one immodica pudoreirt one. 
aut referendis fuis in civita* rantis. Liv. 
tem beneficiia ^rubefcere; aut 

t 
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S.ULPiciUS, AURELIUS, 

The Proconful L. Cornelius Lenttilus being 
returned from Spain, after having related to the 
Senate the fervices, which he had done during fe- 
veral yeah in that province, demanded as a' re¬ 
ward^ thiz he fbouki be- permitted to fenter the 
city in triumph. The Senators did not deny that he 
had defervfcd that honour. But there was no ex- 

l • 

ample-of a General's having triumphed, uhiefs he 
hid commanded either in quality of fti&ator, 
Conful, or Prater; ind Lentulus had only been 
Proconful in Spain. It was for the fame reafon, 
that Scipio himfelf had been refuted a ^ triumph 
after his return from Spain. However, bh this 
occalion a medium was chofen, and an Ovation 
was granted to Lentulus, that is the fifriller 
triumph.. 

I have obferved before, that the Praetor L. Fu- 
rius, in the abfence of the Conful, had received 
orders from him to march diredtly to the aid of 
Cremona, Wfieged by the Gauls. He loft no 
time, approached the enemy, and offered them 
battle. Furius gave fuch good orders, and ani¬ 
mated his troops fo effectually, that the Gauls, 
after an indifferent refiftance, fled in diforder to 
their camp. The Roman cavalry purfued them 
thither •, and the legions arriving there foon after, 
attacked and took it. Scarce fix thousand of thetn 
efcaped. More than thirty-five thouland were 
killed or taken, with fourfeore enfigns, and above 
two hundred carriages laden with rich fpoils. A- 
milcar, the Carthaginian General, was killed here, 
with three of the Gaulifh Generals of the greateft 
diftindion. The victor recovered From them two 

9 

thoufend free citizens of Placentia, Whom they 
had taken, and reinftated them in their colony. So 
confiderable a viftory occaftoned great joy at 

Rome. As foon as the Prsetoris letters brought the 

news 
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news of it, the Senate decreed tbankfgivings to A. R. 55** 
the gods, which were folemnized during three r ‘ 
days. 

Though the Prsetor had almpft terminated thi$ The Conful 
war, the Conful Aurelius having made an end of Aurelius's 

the affairs, that kept him at Rome, immediately 
repaired to Gaul and took upon him the command tor. 
of the vi&orious army, which the PrsetQ'r Yefigned Liv * XX * J - 
to him. On his arrival, he could not conceal his 
envy and refinement for the Pretor's having afted 
during his abfence. There is in-envy a bafe turn 
of mind and a meannefs of fentiment, which oughf 
to make all mankind abhor and deteft that vice. 


It was the Conful himfelf, who had ordered Furius 
in the name of the Senate to proceed immediately 
to a&ion. Would he have had him (laid for hi.rp 
with his folded arms, and fuffered Cremona to be 

W 1 1 ft * 

taken before his eyes ? Inftead of ftiaring in the 
victory, and doing himfelf honour by treating the 
viCtor with juftice, he ordered him to go to Etru¬ 
ria, whilft he led the legions into the enemy's 
country, and by the ravages he committed there, 
made a war by which he acquired more plunder 
than glory. 

The Praetor Furius, feeing there was nothing furius re¬ 
ts do in Etruria, and convinced that in the abfence turns to 
of the incenfed and envious Conful, he fhould ^ 0fne * 

(** < . . 1 1 » 1 t r • i demands a 

more ealily obtain a triumph, at which healpired, triumph . 

ana believed he had juftly deferved by the defeat Liv. ibid, 
of the Gauls, returned with fpeed to Rome, where 
he was not expeCted. The Senate gave him au¬ 
dience in the temple of Bellona. After having 
given ,an account of his conduCt, and related the 
circumft^pces of his victory, he demanded per- 

miffion to enter the city in triumph. 

Thi$ proceeding had fomething irregular in it. After long 
Accordingly the fenior Senators were for refufing d ^ at r "J e j 
him a triumph, 14 and becaufe it was not with his triumph. 

Y 3 44 own lb. 48,49. 
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A-iLssa. cc own army, but with that of the Conful, that 
Ant,c. zee. u ^ad defeat the. Gauls*, and efpecially be- 

44 caufe he bad quitted his province, which had 
44 no example, through his eager defire of obtain- 
44 ing a triumph by favour of the Confulte ab- 
14 fence.” The perfons of confular dignity went 
farther; and as they were interefted in fupporting 
the fplendor and dignity of the Confulfhip, which 
feemed to have been little regarded by Furius, 
they pretended, 44 That it had been his duty to 
44 wait for the Conful, before he had attempted 
44 any thing. That he might, by remaining in- 
44 camped near Cremona, have defended the colo- 
44 ny, and protrafted affairs without coming to a 
44 batde, till Aurelius had arrived. That the Se- 
44 nate ought not to imitate his temerity but wait 
44 the Conful’s return. That then, having heard 
44 the reafons on both fides, they (hould be more 
44 capable of deciding in the queftion.” 

The majority, (truck with the greatnefs of the 
viftory gained by Furius, and warmly follicited 
by his friends and relations, maintained, 44 That 
44 the only point in queftion was to know, whe- 
44 ther the Praetor had afted as General in chief, 
44 and under the guidance of his own aufpices, 
44 and whether his aftions deferved a triumph or 
44 no. That the order of the Senate to the Con- 
ful either to fet out himfelf to defend an allied 
44 city in perfon, or to give that commiflion to 
44 the Pr^tor, was an unanfwerable apology for 
44 the latter, (a) That befides, in affairs of war, 
44 the leaft delays occafion the lofs of the moft 
44 favourable opportunities, and that a General 
44 frequently gives battle, not out of inclination, 

* 

(*) Non expe£bre belli efle interdam, non quia velis, 
tempora moras & dilationes fed quia hoftis cogat. Lb* 
Imperatpnun > & pugnandom 


44 but 
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* but becaufe he is reduced to it by the enemy. 

64 That nothing was to be confidered but the bat- 
44 tie itfelf, and the confequences attending it. 

44 That the viftory was compleat: that the ene- 
44 my had been defeated and cut to pieces: that 
44 their camp had been taken and plundered: 
c ‘ that of the two colonies, the one had been de- 
44 livered from the danger that threatened it, and 
44 the other had recovered fuch of its citizens as 
44 the enemy had made prifoners: and laftly, 

46 that a fingle battle had terminated the war with 
44 as much glory as good-fortune. That this victory 
44 had not only rejoiced the Romans, but the gods 
44 themfelves had been thanked for it during three 
44 days in themoftfolemn manner; which was an 
44 authentic approbation of Furius's conduit, to 
44 whofe name, and * family, even the . gods 
44 feemed to have attached the glorious privilege' 

4C of conquering and triumphing over the Gauls.” 

Thefe difcourfes of Furius and his Friends, fup- 
ported by the prefence of that- Praetor, prevailed 
over the regard fome believed due to the fupreme’ 
rank of the abfent Conful, and occafioned the ho¬ 
nour of a triumph to be decreed to the Prsetor. He 
caufed 320,000 ajfes to be carried into the public 
treafury, which amounts to about eight hundred 
pounds fteriing, and 17,000 tfioufand pounds of * 
filver in weight. But he had neither prifoners nor 
fpoils carried before his chariot, and was not ac¬ 
companied by troops. Every thing was plainly 
at the ConfuUs difcretion, except the viftory. 

After this triumph, Scipio caufed the games to Scipio cele- 
be celebrated with great magnificence whilft he bates 
commanded in Africa in quality of Proconful, and . 
two acres of land were, granted to each foldier, arere-”* 


9 In allufm to.the great Camillas (M, Furius Camillus) who jJv. xxx. 
bad reconquered "Rome from the Gauls. . q * 
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who had ferved under him for every year they had 
tern arms in. Spain and* Africa. 

This fame year C. Cornelius Cethegus, who 
commanded in Spain as Proconfol, defeated a 
confiderable army in the country of the Sedetani. 
The Spaniards left: fifteen thoufand men upon the 
place, and feventy eight enfigns in the hands of 
the vifiors. 

The Conful C. Aurelius being come to Rome 
to prefide in the affemblies for the eleftion of Con¬ 
fute, did not complain, as it was expected he 
would, “ of she Senate’s not waiting his return 
“ for affecting his rights and authority over the 
u Praetor in perfon: but that they had decreed 
w Fufius a triumph upon the meer account of his 
u exploits, without hearing any of thofe, who 
4C had lhared with him in this war. He repre- 
“ fented, that the motive, which had induced their 

anceftors to decree, that the perfon who trium- 
“ phed fhould be attended by the Lieutenant Gene- 
“ rals, Tribunes, Centurions, and troops, was in 
“ order, that the reality of fofts lhould be attefted 
u in an authentic manner.” After this fufficiently 
moderate complaint, which (hewed, that the Con¬ 
ful had at leaft partly fuppreffed the firft virulence 
of his envy for Furius, he declared the day for the 
affemblies, in which L. Cornelius and F. Villius 
■ Tappulus were created Confuls. 

This year provifions were fold at a very low 
price. As prodigious quantities of corn had been 
brought from Africa, the Curule JEdiles diftri- 
buted it amongft the people at fifteen denarii a 
bufhel. 


cc 




^oudi* ^ Publius, Valerius, and Mareiushis brother ce- 
***** lebrated funeral games during four days m honour 

of M. Valerius Lasvinos their father, which were 
followed by a (hew of Gladiators, This Laevinus 
is the fame, that was Conful with MarceUus, and 

who 
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who after hiving ferad the Commonwealth in the A - ss** 
war, diftinguilhed himfelf by the wifdom of his Ant ' C,J00 ' 
counfels in the* Senate on different occafions as we 
have related. 

SECT. II. 

* 

Provinces of the Confuls. Ftrfi payment of the tri¬ 
bute laid on the Carthaginians. Sedition excited 
by the legions in Macedonia. Philip returns into 
Macedonia. He becomes anxious concerning the 
confequences of the war. He takes pains to conci¬ 
liate allies by delivering' up fome cities: And to 
gain the affefliqn of bis fubjefts by difgracing a mi- 
. nifier, univerfolly hated by them. Scipio and Mlius 
created Cenfors. Cn. Bcebius is defeated in Gaul. 

Conteft upon Quintius's demanding the Confulfhip. 
Character of that young Roman. Dijlribution of 
the provinces. The Ambajfadors of King Attains 
demand aid of the Senate againfl the invaftons of 
Antiochus King of Syria. Wife reflexion of Plu¬ 
tarch upon tbeprefent war. ^uintius fets out from 
Rome , and arrives in the army near"Epirus. 

He refolves So march in quefl of Philip in the de¬ 
files where he had intrenched himfelf. Conference 
between Quintius and Philip. The Conful attacks 
Philip in bis defiles , defeats and puls him to flight. 

The King croffes Theffalia, and retires into Mace¬ 
donia. Epirus and Theffalia fubmit to Quintius. 

Eretria and Caryfios taken. Quintius befieges 

Elatea. Afiembly of the Achaans at Sicyon. The 

Ambaffadors of the Romans and their allies, and 
Philip's , have audience in it. After long debates , 
the Affembly declares for the Romans. Lucius , 
the Confutes brother , forms the fiege of Corinth , 
and is obliged to raife it. The Conful takes Elatea. 

Phtlocks makes himfelf mafier of Argos, /iffairs 
ff Gaul. Ccnfpiracy of the Jlaves difeovered and 

fup- 
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fute. 

Liv.xxxii. 

1. 

Firfi pay- 
ment of 
the tri¬ 
bute laid 
upon the 
Carthagi¬ 
nians. 

Liv. xxxu. 

2. 



Sedition 
excited in 
Macedonia 
by the fol- 
diers of the 
legions. 

Liv.xzzii. 


T ALY fell by lot to Cornelius Lentulus, and 
Macedonia to P. Villius. 

This year the Carthaginians brought to Rome 
the money due for the firft payment of the tribute 
that had been laid upon them. The Quasftors 
having complained, that it was not of good alloy, 
and that upon taking the aflay of it, they had 
found the fourth part bad, they were ohliged to 
borrow fums at Rome to make up that deficiency. 
The Punic Faith ftill fuftained itfelf. After hav¬ 
ing difcharged this duty they defired the Senate to 
deliver up their hoftages. Part of them were put 
into their hands, with a promife that the reft 
fhould be releafed, provided they perfifted in con- 
tinuing faithful. 

P. Villius, on arriving in Macedonia, faw a 
violent fedition reviving which fufficient care had 
not been taken to ftifle in its birth. It had been 
excited by two thoufand of the foldiers, who after 
having defeated Hannibal in Africa, had been led 
back into Sicily, and from thence tranfported as 
voluntiers into Macedonia. They affirmed, 
that they had not been voluntary in coming 
thither, and that the Tribunes of the foldiers 
had forced them to embark contrary to their 

utmoft refiftance. But that in whatever man¬ 
ner the thing had paffed, whether they had con- 
fented to the fervice, or violence had been done 
them, the term of their fervice was expired. 
That they had not feen Italy during a great 
number of years. That they had grown pld 
under arms in Sicily, Africa, ^nd Macedonia. 

“ That 
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“ That they were worn out by fatigues, and ex- . 

“ haufted of their blood and ftrength by the wounds 
“ they had received.” The Conful replied to 
thefe complaints, “ that their demand of being 
“ difcharged was reafonable, if they had em- 
“ ployed°juft means, and modeft requefts, for 
“ obtaining it. But that, neither the reafons they 
“ ailedged, nor any other whatfoever, could ever 
“ juftify a fedition. That accordingly, if they 
“ would continue under their enfigns, and obey 
“ their officers, he would write to the Senate, and 
“ be the firft to follicite their difmiffion. That they 
“ would obtain it fooner by fubmiffion than by 
“ being refra&oryThis anfwer appealed them. 

Philip then attacked Thaumacia, a city of pbilipre- 
Theffalia very advantagioufly fituated, with all his turns into 
forces. The arrival of the iEtolians, who, under the 
command of Archkhmus, had entered the place, 4 
obliged the King to raife the fiege. He led back 
his troops into Macedonia, to pafs the approach¬ 
ing winter there. 

The leifure he then enjoyed, affording him He grows 
time to make reflexions upon the future, gave him 
molt cruel anxiety for the confequences of a war, “ e ° u ent J 
in which he faw fo many enemies united, who tbe war. 
preffed him by fea and land. Befides which he Liv. xxxii. 
apprehended, that the hopes of the Roman pro- 5 - 
tedtion would have made him lofe his allies ; and 
that the Macedonians, difeontented with the pre- 
fent government, might think of ftirring, and 
even of failing in fidelity to him. He employed 
his whole application to avert thefe dangers. 

As to his allies, he delivered up, or rather pro- He labours 
raffed to deliver up, fome cities to the Achasans, to attach 

in order to attach them more ftrongly to him by a 
liberality they did not expeft ; and at the fame Up cities to 
time he fent Ambaffadors into Achaia to make the them. 
allies take the oath, which was to be renewed 

eVery 
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A :*• 553* every year: a weak tie in refpedl to a Prince, 

imfeli 


^ who was not fcrupulous himfelf in obferving 
paths! 

Andu As to what regards the Macedonians, he la¬ 
s'*”* tbe boured to gain their affedion at the expence of 
$£* Heraclides, one of his minifters and confidents, 
b 1 who was detefted and abhorred for his exa&jons 
difgracing and oppreffions, which had rendered the govern 

a braes’ ment vei 7 0 ^^ 0US ’ WaS ver y mean birth, 
generally born at Tarentum, where he had a&ed in the 

bated by Ioweft offices, and had been expelled from thence 

tbm. for having defigned to deliver up the fity to the 

Pol'bx^: ^■°^ ns * ble tyent to throw himfelf into their 
672,67*. arms. But he foon plotted a new treafon againft 
' 0 thofe, who had given him refuge, holding intelli¬ 
gence with the principal perfons of Tareqtum and 
Hannibal. His intrigue was difeovered, and he 
took refuge with Philip \ who finding him to 
have wit, a&ivity, boldnefs, with an unbounded 
ambition, which the greateft crimes could not 
daunt, he attached him in a peculiar manner to 
his perfon, and gave him his whole confidence: 
a fit inftrumenc for a Prince, who was himfelf 
entirely void of probity and honour! Heraclides, 
fays Polybius, was born with all the qualities ima¬ 
ginable for forming a great villain. From his 
earlieft youth, he had abandoned himfelf to the 
moft infamous proftitutions. He was haughty 
and terrible in refped to his inferiors, but the 
meaneft and moft fervile of flatterers to thofe above 
him. He had fo much credit with Philip, that 
according to the feme author, he was almoft the 
caufe of the entire ruin of fo powerful a kingdom, 
by the general difeentent occafioned by his inj uft ice 
find oppreffions. The King caufed him to be 
feized ^nd imprifoned, which oce^fioned upiverfal 
joy amongft the People. As only fragments of 

Polybius upon this head are comg down to us, 

hiftory 
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hiltory d6& not tell Us what httotflt of Heradidfes, ^'J s > 
or Whether ht Carrie to ah end wbrthy of his entries. w ‘ I99> 
But this paflage alone perfectly informs us in re- 
fpeft to Philip, of whom much will be faid in the 
leaue 1, and itiews, what we ave to think of a 
Prince capable of making choice of fuch a man 
for his minifter. 

'Nothing confidetabfe paffed this campaign, be-. Liv. xxxiL 
tween the Romans and Phil ip, ftill lefs thah in 5> & 
the preceding. The Confuls did hot enter Mace¬ 
donia till the latter feafon, and all the reft of the 

time paffed in flight fkirmilhes to force fome paffes, 

aaa carry off convoys. 

In the mean time, the Conful Lentulus who Stiphand 
had continued at. Rome, held the affemblies for 
the creation of Cenfors. Out of feveral illuftrious C q^- rr 
perfons, Who Were candidates for this office P. Liv.xxxiL 
Cornelius Scipio African us and P. ^Elius Pa»tu& 7* 

Were chofen. ; TWe magiftrates obferved a ftrift 
union with each other, and when they read over 
the lift of the fenators, according to cuftom, they, 
did not note one. 

At the feme time, L. Manlius Acidinus re¬ 
turned from Spain. Though the Senate had de- 
dre&d him an Ovation, the opposition of the Tri¬ 
bune M. Porcius Lseca prevented him From en¬ 
joying that honour. He was obliged to enter the 
city as a private perfon. 

The Prsetor Cn. Basbius Tamphilus, to whom Cr s ^ 
C. Aurelius, Conful the preceding year, had re- b'm is 



the province of Gaul, having ‘rafhly entered defeated 
the country of the Infubrian Gauls, was furround - in GauL 
ed with all his troops, and -loft above fix thou- 
fahd, fix hundred men. So confiderable a lofs 
received from an enemy, from whom nothing was 
then apprehended, obliged the Conful to fet out 
from Rome and to repair to the place. Oh his 
arrival,- he found the province full of trouble and 

alarm. 
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a. R- 553 - alarm. After having reproached the Praetor, as 
■ I99 ' his imprudence deferved, he ordered him to quit 
the province, and return to Rome. But as to 
himfelf he did nothing memorable in Gaul, ha¬ 
ving been recalled almoft immediately to Rome 
on account of the affemblies for the eleftion of 
Confuls. 


Conteft 
span T. 
Quint tin's 
(landing 
for the 
CoTtfa!Jbip‘ 
That young 
Roman's 
'character. 

Pint, in 
flamin. 
p. 369. 
Liv. xxzii. 

7 - 


There was fome commotion in thefe affem- 
blies, in refpeft to T. Quintius * Flamininus, who 
ftood for the ConfuUhip. As this is the firft time 
that we have occafion to fpeak of this Roman, 
who rendered himfelf very illuftrious in the fequel, 
we (hall begin by giving his charafter after Plu¬ 
tarch. He was very fudden, both in refpett to 
anger, and good offices with this difference how¬ 
ever, that his anger was of no long duration, and 
did not carry him into extreme rigours; whereas 
he never did favours by halves, and valued him¬ 
felf upon his fteadinefs and conftancy in refpeft 
to thofe he had once granted. He always retained 
the fame amity and good will for thofe on whom 
he had conferred fome benefit, as if they had been 
his benefactors •, confidering it as a great advan¬ 
tage to himfelf, to be capable of retaining the re¬ 
gard and gratitude of thofe he had once obliged. 
Naturally ardent for honour and glory, he was 
averfe to owing his greateft and mod glorious ac¬ 
tions to any thing but himfelf. For this reafon 
he rather fought thofe, who ftood in need of hia 
aid, than thofe who could aid him ; confidering 
the one as an ample field for his virtue, and the 
others as rivals upon the point of depriving him 
of part of his glory. 

In the different offices which he paffed through, 
he acquired great reputation not only for valour, 


* Plutarch calls him Flaminius, but through mijlakc i they 
xzere Vxo different families. 

but 
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but probity and juftice : which occalioned him to A 

be chofen commiffibner and chief of the colonies, 
which the Romans fent into the two cities of Nar¬ 
nia and Cofa. This diftindion exalted his cou-, 
rage to fuch a degree, that leaping over the other, 
employments, which were the fteps by which 
young perfons were obliged to rife, he on a fudden 
boldly afpired at the Confulfhip, though he had 
not yet been Quasftor, and offered himfelf as a 
candidate for it, fupported by the favour of thofe 
two colonies. •• * 

t M.Fulvius and Manius Curius, fTribunus of the 
People oppofed his demand, affirming it was a 
ft range and unheard of thing, that a young man, 
a. kind of novice , r >and* without experience, fhould 
undertake ;; oo,‘ a, fudden to feize in a manner by 
force the firft dignity, of the Commonwealth. 
They reproached the Patricians with having for 
fome time defpifed the .ZEdile. ai\d.Pra?toMhips* 
and with afpiring at once at the Confulfhip, be¬ 
fore they had given the People any proof of their 
ability and merit, by exercifing inferior magi- 
(trades. The conteft was carried from the field 
of Mars, into the Senate. When every on'e had 
giyen their reafons, the Senators determined, that 
the People had a right to raife fuch of the citizens 
to offices as they pleafed, provided they had . the 
qualities required by the laws. There * were.none 
yet, that made it neceffary to.pafs through thefe 
different gradations. The Tribunes infifted. no 
longer, and fubmitted to the decifipn of the Se¬ 
nate. Accordingly' the People elefted S. ^Elius 
J?£tus and T. Quintius Flamininus Confuls: the 

latter was not quite thirty years of age: which is a 

* 

i 

* Sylh7 the dilator puffed forjhip , and for the Confulfhip 
a law to prohibit (landing for before the Prat or/hip. Appian. 

. the Pratorjbip before the lib. i, Bellor. Civil. 


farther 
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farther remarkable finguiarity, but sot a contra* 
li9 ~ vention to the laws. For the laws, which fixed 
the competent age for poffeffing the Curule offices, 
are pofterior to thefe times. M. Porcius Cato 
was one of the Prstors, and had Sardinia for his 
province. 
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Sex. ^Elius Pettis. 

T. Quintius Flamininus. 
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The new Confute having entered upon office, 
drew lots for the provinces. Italy fell to iElius, 
and Macedonia to Quintius. 

At the beginning of this year, Antiodhus King 
of Alia attacked Attalus vigototifly both by fea and 
land. The latter fait ambaffadors to Rome, € * who 
“ reprefented to the Senate the extreme danger their 
“ mafter was in. They demanded in hisJiame, ei- 
cc ther that the Romans would be pleafed to defend 
“ him themfelves, or that they would permit him 
“ to recall his fleet and troops. The Senate re- 
“ plied, that nothing was more reafonablfc than 
“ the demand of Attakis. That they could not 
cc afford him aid againft An&ochus, who was 
“ their friend and ally: but that the King was 
“ at entire liberty to recall his fleet and troops. 
“ That the intention of the Roman -People was 
<c not to be a burthen in any fort to their allies, 
4 5 and that they fhould not fail to acknowledge 
ct the fervices and zealous attachment of Attalus. 


(4 


<4 


cc That for the reft they fhould employ their good 
cc offices with Antiochus to induce him not to 
“ difturb King Attalus.” Accordingly the Ro¬ 
mans fent Ambafiadors to Antiochus, to remora 
ftrate to him “ that Attalus had lent them his 
€c troops and (hips, which they then afhi&lly em- 
tc ployed againft Philip their common enemy. 
[I That it would be highly agreeable to them, if 

“ he 
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he would leave their Prince in tranquility. 

“ That it feemed reafonable, that the Kings who * 19 
“ were the friends and allies of the Roman People 
“ Ihould live at peace with each other” Antio- 
chus, upon this remonftrance, immediately drew 
off his troops fiom the territories of Attalus 

I have faid that Macedonia had fallen by lot to Wife re* 

to Plutarch, was °f 
Romans. For the u p on t ^ e 
affairs and enemies they had upon their hands, prefent 
did not require a General, who would be for car- 
tying every thing by arms and force, but rather, 
who knew how according to conjundures, to em¬ 
ploy gentle methods and perfuafion. Accordingly 
King Philip could indeed raife fufficient numbers 
of men for fome battles in his kingdom of Mace¬ 
donia only, but it was Greece principally, that 
enabled him to fuftain a long war, by fupplying 
him with money, provifions, munitions, and re¬ 
treats : in a word, it was the arfenal and magazine 
of his army. In confequence, till the Greeks 

could be feparated from their alliance with Philip, 
this war could not be terminated by a fingle battle, 

Greece at this time was not accuftomed to the Ro¬ 
mans, and only begun to have fome engagements 
with them. For this reafon, if the General of 
the Romans had not been a mild and tradable 
man, more inclined to terminate differences by 
conferring, than by force, infinuating enough to 
perfuade thofe to whom he fpoke, fufficiently af¬ 
fable to hearken to their reafons with goodnefs and 
complacency, and always difpofed to abate fome- 
thing even of his moft legitimate pretentions, in 
order to accommodate things, Greece would not 
fo eafily have renounced an ancient engagement, 
to which (he had been accuftomed, for a foreign 
alliance. The fequel of Quintius’s adions will 
better (hew the folidity of this reflexion. ^ 

Vol. VI, Z Quin- 


Quintius. This, according 
much for the advantage of the 
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a.r. 53- Quintius having obferved that the Generals who 
^QuintM' been ^ ent ^fore him againft Philip, as Sulpicius 
jih cut and Villius, had not entered Macedonia till the latter 
Jr on Rom, feafon, and had made war with little or no vigour, 

* n te 7 lt wa fti n g^ me ' in flight fkirmiffies to force fome paffes, 
the army and carry off fome convoys, he on the contrary 
near Epi- was for making the beft of his time, and for ha- 
r2J - ftening his departure. Having therefore obtained 

of the Senate, that his brother Lucius fhould com- 


Liv.xxxii. 
9 - 


Pint. ibid, mand the naval forces under him ; out of the fol- 
37 °* diers, who with Scipio at their head, had conquer- 

ed the Carthaginians in Spain and Africa, and 
were ftill capable of the fervice, and full of defire 
to follow him, he chofe about three thoufand men. 
To thefe he added five thoufand more, and with a 
body of eight thoufand foot and eight hundred 
horfe, he went to Epirus, and by forced marches 
arrived at the Roman camp. He found Villius 
incamped before Philip’s army, which had long 
guarded the paffes and defiles, and kept that of 
the Romans at a ftand. 

He ref oh a The Conful after having taken upon him the 

comman ^ r ^ e troo P s > an d difmiffed Villius, 
the defies, began by confidering attentively the plan of the 
•ushere be country. The only pafs for approaching the ene¬ 
my was a narrow way between high mountains 
and the river * Aous, which runs at the bottom of 
thofe hills. That way, cut through the rock, 
was fo narrow and fteep, that an army could not 
pafs it without great difficulty, though it were not 
defended ; and with the lead defence it feemed 
impracticable. Quintius affembled the council of 
war, to confult whether he ffiould march direftly 
againft the enemy by the ftraic and ffiorteft way, 


teas in¬ 
trenched. 


* Plutarch calls it the Apfas> 
a river more to the north than 
the Aous, But tbs whole f<~ 


ries of the fafis determines us to 
follow Livy, 
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in order to attack them in their camp; or whether ^ nc R * c 5 ^ 
abandoning an equally difficult and dangerous de- nc ‘ ,r9 ’ 
fign, he (hould take a long compafs, but without 
danger, in order to enter Macedonia by the coun¬ 
try of the Daffaretae. The council were divided 
in their opinions. Quintius was inclined to take 
the latter method. But, befides that fo long a 
march would protract things too much, and give 
the King time to efcape into the defarts and fo- 
refts, as he had done before j he was afraid to 
remove from the fea, from which he had his pro- 
vifions. He therefore refolved to force the paffes, 
whatever it might coft him, and prepared for this 
bold enterprize. 

In the mean time, Philip having demanded an Interview 
interview by the mediation of die People of Epi- of^umias 
rus, in order to confult upon the means of recon- a ^ pjjlll P; 
ciliation and peace, Quintius made no difficulty I0 . 
to confent to it. The conferences were held upon 
the banks of the river Aous. They continued 
three days. The Conful offered the King peace 
and the alliance of the Romans, upon condition, 
that he would leave the Greeks at liberty, and in 
fubjedtion only to their own laws; and that he would 
withdraw his garrifons from their cities. This 
was the principal article. Several others were ad¬ 
ded to it, which required fome time to difcufs. 

When they examined what dates were to have 
their liberty, the Conful named the Thcfialians 
firft. Theffalia, from the time of Philip, the hi¬ 
ther of Alexander the Great, had always been in 
fubjedtion to the Macedonians. The King in con- 
fequence was fo much incenfed by the Conful’s 
propofal, that he cried out in a rage : JVhat harder 
terms could you impofe upon me, Quintius, if you 
had conquered me ? And he immediately broke up 
the conferences. ■ It was then evident, and the 
moft afiedted to Philip’s party were obliged to 

Z 2 own 
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own it, that the Romans were come to make war 
not againft the Greeks, but againft the Macedo¬ 
nians in favour of the Greeks, which gained them 
the hearts of the People. 

The conference having been without effeft, it 
was neceffary to proceed to force. The next day 
there was a very warm fkirmifh between the ad¬ 
vanced guards. And as the Macedonians retired 
to their mountains by rough and deep paths, the 
Romans animated by the ardor of battle, being 
defirous to purfue them, fuffered exceedingly •, be* 
caufe the Macedonians had difpofed Catapulted and 
Baliftz upon thofe rocks, and ftiowered darts and 
{tones upon them. Many were wounded on both 
Tides, and night feparated the combatants. 

Affairs were in this fituation, when a (hepherd 
fent by Charopus, one of the principal perfons of 
Epirus, who fecretly favoured the Romans, came 
to the Conful. He told him, that he fed his flock 
in the defile, where the King was incamped with 
his troops: that he knew all the acceflible parts 
and paths of thofe mountains: that if the Conful 
would fend a detachment of foldiers along with 
him, he would guide them by fecure and eafy 
ways, where they would be over the heads of the 
enemy. Though Quintius was not abfolutely with¬ 
out diftruft, and his joy was mixed with fome 
fear, however, ftruck with the name and authority 
of Charopus, he refolved to undertake the enter- 
prize. 

9uhtius Accordingly he detached a Tribune with four 

thoufand foot and three hundred horfe. In the 
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day, they lay hid in bottoms covered with wood, 
and as foon as night came, they marched on by 
the light of the moon, which happily was then 
at the full. The {hepherd, of whom they had 
made fure by chaining him, dire&ed the way it 
was neceffary to keep. It had been agreed, that 

when 
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when the detachment arrived over the head? of the 
enemy, a fignal Ihould be given the Cohful by 
fmoke raifed in the air: but that they ffiould make 
no cries, till their fignal was anfwered from him 
by another, that the battle with Philip was be- 
gun. 

To prevent the enemy from having any fufpi- 
cion, he continued to harrafs them warmly, as if 
he intended to force them in their pods. The third 
day in the morning, Quintius perceived a fmoke 
upon the top of the mountains, which at firft was 
but fmall, but increafing gradually foon darkened 
the air, and rofe in great clouds. Having then 
given the detachment the fignal agreed upon, he 
marched direttly againft the eminence, continually 
expofed to the darts of the Macedonians, and in 
clofe fight with thofe, who defended the pafies. 
The Romans raifed great cries, in order to be 
heard by their companions who were upon the 
eminence. The latter anfwered from the top of 
the mountain with a dreadful noife, and at the 
fame time charged the Macedonians, who feeing 
themfelves attacked in front and rear, loft courage, 
and betook themfelves to flight. Philip’s army 
would have been entirely defeated, if the viftors 
could have purfued them: but the cavalry was 
ftopt by the difficulty of the ways, and the infan¬ 
try by the weight of their arms. Philip fled at 
firft with precipitation, and without looking be¬ 
hind him. But, after having made above a league 
and an half, judging, as it really was, that the 
difficulty of the ways had ftopt the enemy, he 
halted upon an eminence, and fent officers into 
all the valley and to all the neighbouring moun¬ 
tains, to affemble fuch of his troops as had dif- 
perfed in flying. The viftors finding the camp of 
the Macedonians deferted, plundered it entirely at 

Z 3 their 
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their eafe, and returned into their own, where they 
retted themfelves during the night. 

Philip at firft took the route of Theffalia, and 
haftily running from city to city in that province, 
he took away with him fuch of the inhabitants as 
were in a condition to follow him, fet fire to the 
houfes, and after having permitted the matters of 
them to take away fuch of their effects as they 
Plut*371. could, he gave all the reft to his troops *, making 

his allies fuffer a treatment they could fcarce have 
apprehended from their enemies. 

Quintius Flamininus did not aft in this man¬ 
ner. He croffed Epirus, without ravaging the 
country, though he knew that the principal per- 
fons of it, except Charopus, had been againft the 
Romans. But, as they fubmitted quietly, he'had 
more regard to their prefent difpofition, than to 
the refentment he might have had for the paft 5 
which gained him the hearts of that people, and 
attached them to him out of inclination. He 
foon found how advantagious this mild and hu¬ 
mane conduct was to him. For he no fooner ar¬ 
rived upon the frontiers of Theffalia, than mod, 
of the cities were eager to open their gates to him. 
Atrax was almoft the only one, that did not fur- 
render. It was very well fortified, and had a 
numerous garrifon, entirely confiding of Mace¬ 
donians. It made fo long and fo vigorous a re- 
fiftance, that the Conful was at length obliged to 
raife the liege. 

The Roman fleet in the mean time, in conjunc¬ 
tion with thofeof Attalus and the Rhodians, afted 

nee,takes on t ^ r fide. fr took two of the principal cities 
llv.xxxii. of Eubasa, Eretria and Caryftos, which were alfo 
27. garrifoned by Macedonians: after which the three 

Beets advanced to Cencheai the port of Corinth, 
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The Conful having entered the country of Pho- ^ t R * c s i 54 * 
cis, took feveral places, which made no great re- 
fiftance. Elatia flopped him, and he was obliged befieges 

to befiege it in form. Ibid ^*8 ' 

Whilft he was carrying on this fiege, he form- jp m h‘ 0 f 

ed an important defign, which was to divide the the Ach&- 
Achaeans from Philip’s party, and to make them at 
come over to that of the Romans. The three 
united fleets were upon the point of forming the j ors 
fiege of Corinth, of which Philip was then aftu- Romans 
ally in poffeffion. Nothing could give the Achseans andjbetr 
more pleafure, than the ceffion of that great and 
important city to them. The Conful believed it haveau - 
proper to try them by that offer, and made it by dime in 
the Ambaffadors, Lucius his brother, thofe of *!' ^p* r 
Attalus, the Rhodians and the Athenians. The tkea/em-* 
Achaeans gave audience to all thefe Ambaffadors bl^ declares 
in their aflembly held at Sicyon. f or &° m 

The Achseans were highly perplexed in refped 
to the refolution they fhould take. Nabis, tyrant 19-I23. * 
of Lacedaemon, was a troublefome neighbour, 
who incommoded them extremely : But they dread¬ 
ed the arms of the Romans more. They had in 
all times, and very lately, great obligations to the 
Macedonians: But they all fufpeCted Philip on 
account of his perfidy and cruelty ; and they ap¬ 
prehended that the lenity he then affected, might 
degenerate into tyranny, affoon as he was rid of his 
difficulties. Such was the difpofition of the Achse- 
ans, fluctuating between all parties, finding in¬ 
conveniences on all fides, and not knowing how 
to determine any thing with fafety. 

L. Calpurnius, who came from the Romans, 
had audience firft. After him the deputies from 
Attalus and the Rhodians were heard ; and then 
thofe from Philip. For that Prince had alfo fent 
an embaffy to this affembly, the event of which 
gave him difquiet. The Athenians were referved 
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A.R. 554* to the laft, in order that they might be capable of 
AuuO. 19S. refuting what Philip’s Ambaffadors might have 

advanced. They fpoke with more force and li¬ 
berty againft that King than any of the reft, be- 
caufe none had been fo ill treated as them, and 
they enumerated at large his many oppreflions and 
cruelties. The conclufion of their harangue, as 
well as of the three that had been made before in 
the affembly, was to exhort the Achaeans to join 
the Romans againft Philip. The Ambaffadors of 

that Prince, on the contrary, conjured the Achae- 
ans to regard the facred nature of the oath they 
had taken on making an alliance with their maf- 
ter; or, if they would not declare openly for 
him, that they fhould at lead obferve an ex aft 
neutrality. Thefe harangues took up the whole 
time of the aflembly, which was adjourned to the 
next day. 

When they were all met again, the herald, ac- 
curding to cuftom, in the name of the magiftrates, 
exhorted fuch to fpeak, as had any thing to fay. 
No body rofe : but all, looking upon each other, 
kept a profound filence. Ariftenes, who was prin¬ 
cipal magiftrate of the Achseans, then fpoke, that 
the affembly might not be difmiffed without deli¬ 
berating. What is become , faid he, of that warmth 
and vivacity, with which you difpute with each other 
at table and in private converfaiion concerning the 
Romans and Philip , with fo much heat , as to be aU 
mojl ready to come to blows ? Why then are you now 
mute , in an affembly fummoned folely on this fuljeft, 
after having beard the fpeecbes and reafonings on both 
fides ? Will it be time enough to fpeak , when the re- 
foluiion is taken and decreed ? 

Such juft and rational reproaches made by the 
principal magiftrate, were fo far from inducing 
any that were prefent to give,their opinion, that 

they did not excite die leaft noife or murmuring ip 

an 
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an affembly fo numerous and 
puties of fo many States, 
mute and motionlefs, no body daring to hazard 
fpeaking freely on fo delicate a point. 

Ariftenes then, being obliged to open himfelf, 
declared frankly in favour of the Romans. The 
manner , faid he, in which the deputies of the cppo- 
fite parties Jpeak to us, fuffices alone to direft us in 
the refolution we ought to take . The Romans , the 
Rhodians , and Attalus prefs us to join them in the 

war againfi Philip , and fupport their demand with 
firong reafons , deduced from the jujlice of their caufe 9 
and our own inter eft. Philip's Ambaffador alfo de¬ 
mands , hut weakly , that we fhould continue to ad¬ 
here to their mafter , and he is contented with our oh - 
ferving an ex aft neutrality. From whence do you 
think proceeds fo different a manner of afting ? It is 
undoubtedly not from moderation on the fide of Phi¬ 
lip , nor rafh boldnefs on that of the Romans . It is 
the knowledge of their ftrengtb , or weaknefs , that 
makes them Jpeak differently. We fee nothing here on 
the part of Philip but his Ambaffador , which is no 
great encouragement for us. Whereas the Roman 
fleet lies at anchor near Cenchrece , and the Conful is 
not far off with his legions . 

What aid can we expeft from Philip ? Do we not 
fee in what manner he defends his allies ? Why has he 
fuffered Eretria and Caryjlos ? Why has he abando¬ 
ned fo many cities of Theffaly , as well as all Phocis 
and Locris ? Why does he now fuffer Elatia to be 

befieged ? Is it through force , through fear , or vo¬ 
luntarily , that he hath abandoned the defiles of Epirus^ 
and has given up thofe impenetrable barriers to the 

enemy , in order to hide himfelf in the remote parts of 
his kingdom ? If he voluntarily gives up fo many al¬ 
lies to the mercy of the enemy , ought he to prevent 
them from making fuch provifeon as they can for their 
pwnfafety ? If it be through fear , he ought to excnfe 

the 
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the fame weaknefs in us. And if he is forced to da 
fo, do j ou believe, Ckomeden, (which was the name 
of Philip’s ambafiador) /fetf/ /fe *forces of the Aches - 

StetoJ c<z« fufiain the Roman arms , to se;fetofe the 
Macedonians have been forced to give way ? Quintius 
having found Philip in an inacceffible poft, hath driven 
him out of it, feaffe few camp, fetf/fe purfued 
him into Theffalia, and almoft before his face hath 
taken all the ftrongeji fortrejfes of his allies. if w 
attacked , sw// /fe* King be in a condition to fup- 
port us again ft Jo formidable an enemy, or Jhall we be 
able to defend ourfelves ? 

The medium propofed to us of continuing neuter is a 
certain means to render us the vigor's prey, who will 
not fail to attack us, as cunning politicians, who 
wait the event for declaring ourfelves . Believe me, 
Acheans: there is no medium. We muft either have 
the Romans for friends , or enemies. They come of 
tbmfelves with a numerous feet to offer us their 
amity and aid. T1 refufe fuch an advantage, and 
not to feize with ardorfo favourable an occafion, which 
will never return, is the loft excefs of blindnefs ; it is 

conferring to our own deft ruff ion through mere wan - 
tonnefs, and without refource. 

This difeourfe was followed with a great noife 
and murmur of the whole affembly, fome ap¬ 
plauding it with joy, and others oppofmg it with 
violence. The magiftrates themfelves were no 
lets divided : thefe were called Demiurgi. Five, 
of their number ten, declared, that they would 
bring the affair into deliberation: five protefted 
againft it, affirming, that the magiftrates were 
prohibited by a law to propofe any thing, as were 
the general affetnbly to decree any thing contrary 
to the alliance made with Philip. 

This whole day paffed alfo in debate, and tu¬ 
multuous cries. Only one remained: for the law 
ordained, that the affembly Ihould break up at 

the 
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the end of the third day. Such violent debates a- 
rofe upon what Ihould be determined the next day, ' 19 
that fathers could fcarce keep their hands off their 
fons. Memnon of Pellena was one of the five 


magittrates, who refufed to make the report. His 
Father long defired and conjured him, to fuffer the 
Achaeans to provide for their fafety, and not to 
fexpofe them by his obftinacy to certain ruin. Find¬ 
ing his intreaties ineffectual, he fwore that he 
would kill him with his own hand, if he did not 
take his advice, and Ihould confider him not as his 
fon, but as the enemy of his country. Memnon 
could not withftand fuch terrible menaces, and at 
length fuffered himfelf to be overcome by pater¬ 
nal authority. 

The next day, the majority being for bringing 
the affair into deliberation, and the people openly 
declaring what they thought, the Dymaei, Maga- 
lopolitans, and fome of the Argives, quitted the 
afiembly before the decree patted. No body was 
furprized, or took offence, at it, becaufe they had 
particular obligations to Philip, who, very lately, 
had done them confiderable fervices. Gratitude is 
a virtue of all ages and nations, and ingratitude is 
univerfally detefted. All the other States, when 
they came to vote, immediately confirmed by a 
decree, an alliance with Attafus and the Rhodians ; 
and as to what regarded the alliance with the Ro¬ 
mans, as it could not be concluded without the au¬ 
thority of the Roman Senate and People, it was 
refolved, that an embaffy Ihould befentto Rome ludus.the 
in order to terminate that affair. CenfuPi 


In the mean time, three deputies were difpatch- t Z‘^‘ r ’ he 
ed to L, Quincius, who was then befieging Co-y™ 1 ^ 
rinth, after having made himfelf matter of Gen- Corinth, 
chrese •, and at the fame time the army of the AchSe- a ^ is oi - 

jins was fent to join him in carrying on the fiege. 
iVt'fhft the attack was weak enough, becaufe it Liv.xxxii. 


was 23. 
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was hoped, that there would be a divifion in the 
city between the garrifon and the inhabitants. But 
when they found that did not take place, machines 
were made to approach on all Tides, and different 
attacks were formed, which the befieged fuftained 
with great vigour, and in which the Romans were 
always repulfed. There were a great number of 
Italian deferters in Corinth, who expefting no 
quarter from the Romans, if they fell into their 
hands, fought like men in defpair. Philocres, 
Philip’s General, having made a new reinforce¬ 
ment enter the city, and thereby having deprived 
the befiegers of all hopes of carrying the place, 
L. Quintius was at length obliged to give into the 
advice of Attalus. The fiege was raifed. The 
Ach^ans being difmiffed, Attalus and the Romans 
reimbarked on board their fleets. The former re¬ 
paired to the Pir^us, and the latter to Corcyra. 

Whilft the fleets attacked Corinth, the Conful 
T. Quintius was employed in befieging Elatea, 
where he was more fuccefsful. For, after a long 
and vigorous defence, he made himfelf mailer firft 
of the city, and then of the citadel. 

At the fame time, the people of Argos, who 
continually adhered to Philip, found means to de¬ 
liver up their city to Philocres, the officer of whom 
we have juft fpoke. Thus notwithftanding the 
alliance, which the Achseans had lately made 
with the Romans, Philip was matter of two of 
their ftrongeft places, Corinth and Argos. 

The Conful Sex. iElius did nothing confiderable 
in Gaul. He patted almoft the whole Year in 
drawing together the inhabitants of Cremona and 
Placentia, whom the calamities of the war had 
difperfed, and to reinftate them in their colo¬ 
nies. 


A con- 



JEitivSy QuiNTiirs, Confuls, 


349 


A confpiracy, formed firft at * Setia by the A ' a. 5-54. 
Haves of the young Carthaginian Lords, who were ^ t ' c : I9?/ 

kept there as hoftages, whom a confiderable num- ofthe^ 
ber of other flaves had joined, gave Rome fom tjlaves dif 
alarm. But the confpiracy was difcovered, and cover ^ 

fuppreffed that inftant. prefel' 

This year, Ambaffadors from King Attalus Crown of 
brought to Rome a crown of gold weighing two goidfent 
hundred and forty fix pounds, and thanked the ** 
Senate for having vouchiafed to fend Ambaffadors j^. 2 j. 
to Antiochus, at whofe inftances that Prince had 

quitted the dominions of Attalus. CatoPr* 

Cato was then one of the Prretors, and had i*/i n $ar- 
Sardinia for his province. He adted in it in fuch dinia. 
a manner, as made his difintereftednefs, fobriety, Hisfeveri- 
patience in the rudeft toils, incredible remotenefs 
from the leaft fhadow of pomp and luxury, and pj ut . in 
love of juftice, univerfally admired. The Prse- Caton. 
tors, his predeceffors, had ruined the country by 339- 
making it fupply them with pavillions, beds, and f?' 
habits, and fheered the people, by numerous trains 
of domefticks, crouds of friends, and exceffive 
expences in games, feafts, and the like extrava¬ 
gances. Cato, on the contrary, diflinnguiffied 
himfelf only by an unexampled fimplicity in his 
habit, table, and equipage. He never touched a 
Angle farthing of the publick money. When he 
went to vifit the cities of his government, it was 
on foot, without any carriages, attended only by 
one officer, who carried his robe and a veffel for 
making libations at facrifices. This man fo fim- 
ple, and modeft, and fo negligent of his outfide, 
refumed the grave and majeftic air of a Roman 
magiftrate, and fhewed inexeorable conftancy and 
inflexible rigor, when the queftion was to check 
diforders, and put in execution the regulations 
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eftablifhed for maintaining good difcipline and 
the laws. In him two charafters, that feemed ir- 
reconcileable, were united, feverity and mildnefs; 
fo that never had the Roman power appeared either 
fo terrible or fo amiable to that people. 

Sardinia abounded with ufurers, who, under the 
appearance of affifting private perfons with fums 
of money, lent them on their occafions, utterly 
ruined them in the efiedi. Cato made open war 
againft them, and drove them all out of the ifland. 
I do not fee why Livy feems to judge Cato too 
fevere in this refpedt. M. Portius Gato y fanftus 
fe? innocetiSy afperior tamen in fee nor e coercendo ha¬ 
bitus , fugatique ex infula feeneratores. Can people, 
who are the bane and ruin of States, be treat¬ 
ed with too much rigior ? Would to God, that 
criminal number of ufurers, who fupport young 
perfons of birth in extravagance and debauchery, 
were banifhed for ever from our cities and 
country ! 

Suffer me, before I proceed to relate the events 
of the enfuing year, to infert in this place fome 
ftrokes highly proper to (hew us Cato’s character. 
Thefe circumftances are not imitable in themfelves, 
and may feem to have fomething exceffive in them, 
but they are worthy admiration in the principle, 
from which they proceed, that is, the love of 
fimplicity, fobnety, and of an hard and laborious 
life. 

In fome of his works he himfelf wrote, that he 
had never worn a robe that coft above an hundred 
drachmas: (about fifty (hillings) that even when 
he commanded armies, or was Conful, he drank 
the feme wine as his (laves: that at his meals 
(the Romans had but one a day) he never had 
any thing bought at market that coft above thirty 
cffes y that is about a (hilling of our money. And 

his view in leading this hard and fober life, was to 

confirm 
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confirm his health, enable him the better to ferve A * R - 554* 
his country, and to fuftain the fatigues of war with Ant,C ’ 198, 
the more eafe. 

On marches, he always went on foot, carrying Ibid. 356. 
his arms, and attended by a Angle Have, who 
carried his provifions. And it is faid, that he 
was never angry or out of humour with that flave, 
about whatever he ferved him at his meals, but, 
when he had leifure, after having difcharged his 
military functions, that he often affifted him in 
dreffing his fupper. In the army he never drank 
any thing but water, except fometimes when be¬ 
ing very dry he called for a * little vinegar; or 
when finding himfelf weak through fatigue, he 
drank a little wine. 

One day blaming the exceffive expences, which 
at that time fome began to lavifh on their tables, 
he faid : tfhat it was very difficult to preferve a city y 
in which a fijh was fold for more than an ox. Every 
body knows, the exceffive luxury and expence of 
the Romans for fifh in particular. 

Whilft he commanded the army, he never 
took from the public more than three medimni of 
wheat a month for himfelf and his whole houfe- 
hold, that is not quite thirteen bufhels, and fome- 
thing lefs than three femi-medmni of oats or barley 
daily for his horfesand carriage-beafts. 

* Vinegar is refrefhing. All dities of the water they were 
the Roman foldiers carried it obliged to drink, fometimes bad 
with them to correct the cru- enough. 
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SECT. III. 


Six Pres tors created for the firft time. The command 
in Macedonia is continued to Quintius. Interview 
between King Philip and the Conful Quintius and 
bis allies, all ineffectual Philip abandons Argos 
to Nabis tyrant of Sparta. Alliance of Nabis 
with the Romans. The Boeotians alfo join them. 
Death of At talus. Praife of that Prince. Battle 
of Cynofcephale , in which Philip is defeated by 
[uiniius . Infolent vaniiy of the Altaians, Quintius 
grants Philip a truce and an interview . The 
allies deliberate concerning a peace. Interview of 
Philip and §uintius. A peace is concluded in it. 
The victory gained over Philip occafions great joy 
at Rjome. The plan of the peace fent by Quintius , 
is approved . Ten commijfioners are deputed to re¬ 
gulate the affairs of Greece . Conditions of the 

treaty of peace. The AEtolians fecretly cry down 
this treaty. The articles of it are made public at 
the Ifhmian games. The Greeks hear the news of 
their liberty with incredible joy. Reflections upon 
this great event. Quintius viflts the cities of 
Greece. Cornelius one of the ten commiffmers 

goes from Tempe, where be had conferred with the 
King, to the city of Themes , in which the affembly 
of the AEtolians was held. 
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Six ?ra- 
Uts created 
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S I X Praetors were nominated this year for the 
firft time, on account of the augmentation of 
the provinces, and the increafe of the empire. Of 
thefe fix magiftrates, two were appointed to ad mi- 
nifter juftice in the city: the one between citizens 

and citizens, the other between citizens and 

ftrangers. 
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ftrangers. The four others had the government of ^ 555*, 
the provinces, Sicily, Sardinia, Hifpania Citerior, nt ‘ ,I97 ' 
and Hifpania Ulterior. 

After lots had determined the provinces of the com- 

Praetors, the Confuls prepared to draw for Italy MadJonia 
and Macedonia, when L. Oppius and Q. Fulvius, i s continued 
Tribunes of the People, oppofed it. They re- to %uin~ 
monftrated, “ That Macedonia being a province 
“ remote from Rome, nothing had been more 
prejudicial to the war made in it, than injudici- 
ouily recalling the Conful charged with it, who 
had a fucceffor fent him, when he had hardly 
received the informations neceffary to his fuccefs 
upon the fpor. That this was the fourth year 
Gnce the beginning of this war. That Sulpi- 
cius had paffed the greateft part of his Conful- 
fhip in queft of Philip and his army. That 
Viliius had been reduced to depart, when he 
had almoft joined the enemy. That Quintius, 
after having been detained at Rome the greateft 
part of the year by affairs of Religion, had 
however adted in fuch a manner, that it was 
eafy to judge, if he had arrived fooner in his 
province, or winter had permitted him to flay 
longer in it, that he could have entirely termi¬ 
nated the war; and that he was actually pre¬ 
paring to begin it again in the fpring, fo as to 
give room to hope, that if a fucceffor was not 
fent him, he would put an happy end to it the 
enfuing campaign.” The new Confuls having 
heard thefe remonftrances of the Tribunes, pro- 
mifed, that they would fubmit to the decifion of 
the Senate, provided, that the Tribunes would do 
the fame. They confented ; and the Senators in 
confequence gave the two Confuls Italy for their 
province, and continued to Quintius the command 
in Macedonia, ull he Ihould be relieved. We 
Vo l. VI. A a have 
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have here a difpute begun and ended with great 
wifdom and moderation. 


Inier- 
vines 
betuteen 
King Phi¬ 
lip and 
the Can fill 
fihir.tius 
vutb bis 
allies: all 
inej'uucL 

Liv.rxxii. 


;2 


37 * 


Polyb.xvii 

74 2 — 75 2 


After the taking o\ Elatea, the Conful Qmntius 

had already diftrbuted his troops into winter quar¬ 
ters in the countries of Phocis and Locris, when 
Philip fent an herald to him to demand an inter¬ 
view. He made no difficulty to grant it, becaufe 
he did not know yet, what had been refalved at 
Rome concerning him, and a conference would 
leave him at liberty either to carry on the war, if 
he were continued in the command, or to difpofe 
things for a peace, in cafe a fucceffor were fent 
him. The conference was held upon the fea fide 
near Nicaea a city of Locris, not far from Ther¬ 
mopylae. Philip, who had repaired thither by fea 
from Demetrias, did not quit his (hip. He had 
feveral Macedonian Lords, and Cycliades an 
Achaean exile, with him. The Roman General 


was arrived upon the fhore, accompanied by Amy- 
nander King of the Athamantes, and fome depu¬ 
ties from all the allies. After fome difputes con¬ 
cerning the ceremonial, Quintius made his pro- 
pofals, and each of the allies their refpedtive de¬ 
mands. Philip replied ; and as he began to 
fly out againft the iEtolians, Phineas their magi- 
ftrate interrupted him by faying: The queftion 
nrj) is not about words. It is either to conquer in 
arms , or to yield to the fir on* eft. Philip retorted, 
That's a clear cafe even to a blind man, with defign 
to deride Phineas, wnofe eyes were bad. [a) Phi¬ 
lip was naturally addicted to raillery, and could 
not forbear it even in the mod ferious affairs: 


which is a great fault in a Prince. 

This firft interview having paffed in altercation, 
they met again the next day. Philip came very 


fa) Erat -dieacior natura, ter feria quidem rifu fatis tern* 
quem regem decet, 6c ne in-, .perans. Lit/,.. * 

late 
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lace to the place agreed upon. Ail the reafon he A 
gave for his delay was, that he had paffed the Al 
“ whole day in deliberating upon the hard (hip of 
£C the laws impofed upon him, without knowing 

“ what to determine.” But it wai conjectured 
with probability enough, that his defign thereby 
was to deprive the Aitolians, and the Achaeans of 
time to anfwer him. And this he confirmed, by 
demanding that, to avoid lofing time in barren 
difputes, the conference fhould pal's between the 
Roman General and him. This was not granted 
him without difficulty. They accordingly dif- 
courfed apart. Quintius having related to the 
allies the propofals made by the King, none of 
them approved them ; and they were upon the 
point of breaking up all farther conference, when 
Philip demanded, that the decifion fhould be de¬ 
ferred till the next day, promifing that he would 
come into their reafons, if he did not make them 
relifh his. At the next meeting he earnedly in- 
treated Quintius and the allies not to oppofe a 
peace, and confined himfelf to afking time for 
fending ambafladors to Rome, engaging to ac¬ 
cept fuch propofals as the Senate fhould think fit 
to impofe, in cafe his own fhould not be deemed 
fufficient. So reafonable a demand could not be 
refufed him, and a truce for two months was con¬ 
cluded, on condtion however, that his garrifons 
fhould evacuate the places he held in JLocris and 
Phocis. Ambafladors on both fides were fenc to 
Rome. 

When they arrived, thofe of the allies were 
firft heard. They gave a loofe to inve&ives a- 
gainfb Philip. But what ftruck the Senate moil, 
was their obferving and evidently proving by the 
fituaticn of the places, that, if the King of Mace¬ 
donia retained Demecrias in Theflalia, Chalcis in 
Euboea, and Corinth in Achaia, cities which he 

A a 2 him- 
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hlmfelf called in terms no lefs true than injurious) 
the fetters of Greece \ Greece never could enjoy li¬ 
berty. The King’s ambafladors were afterwards 
called in. As they began a vaft difcourfe, they were 
ftopt Ihort by being afked, whether they would cede 
thofe three cities or no. Upon their anfwering 
that they had received neither orders nor inftru- 
ftions upon that head, they were difmiffed with¬ 
out obtaining any thing. It was left to Quintius, 
to whom the command in Macedonia had been 
continued, as we have faid, either to make peace 
or carry on the war, as he fhould judge moft ex¬ 
pedient. He rightly comprehended from thence 
that the Senate was not averfe to its being conti¬ 
nued ; and for his own part, he was much more 
defirous of terminating the war by a viftory than 
by a treaty of Peace. In confequence he granted 
Philip no farther interviews, and caufed him to be 
told, that he would hearken to no propofals from 
him, except Tie previoufly agreed to abandon all 
Greece. 

Philip therefore turned his whole thoughts en¬ 
tirely on the war. As he could not eafily keep 
the cities of Achaia on account of their great di- 
ftance, he judged it proper to put Argos into the 
hands of Nabis Tyrant of Sparta, but as a mere 
depofite, to be reftored to him, in cafe he fhould 
have the advantage in this war, and to remain to 
Nabis if the reverie fhould happen. Nabis was 
introduced into the city in the night, and treated 
the inhabitants like a true tyrant, exercifing every 
kind of violence and cruelty upon them. 

The tyrant foon forgot from whom and upon 
what condition he held that city. He fent depu¬ 
ties to Quintius and Attalus, to let them know, 


Liv.xxxii. that he was in poffeffion of Argos, and to invite 


39 


them to an interview, in which he was in hopes 

that they would eafily agree upon the conditions of 

a treaty 
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a treaty of alliance which he was defirous to make AR * 5 ss- 
with them. His propofal was accepted. The Ant ' C ’ 197 ' 
Proconful and the King of Pergamus in confe- 


quence repaired towards Argos. They had an in¬ 
terview. The Romans demanded, that Nabis 


fhould furnifh them troops, and ceafe to make 
war againft the Achaeans. The tyrant granted 
the firft article, but would confent only to a truce 
with the Achseans for four months. The treaty 
was concluded upon thefe conditions. This al¬ 
liance with a tyrant, fo notorious for his perfidy 
and cruelties as Nabis, is not much for the glory 
of the Romans. But in times of war, fome think 
all advantages ought to be taken, even at the ex¬ 
pence of honour and equity. 

When the fpring returned, Quintius and Atta- TbeBaoti- 
Jus conceived thoughts of fecuring the Alliance of ans 
the Boeotians, who had hitherto been uncertain 
and fluctuating. They accordingly went with Romans. 
fome deputies of the allies to Thtbes, which was L >v xxxiii. 
the capital of the country, and the place, where 1 * 2 * 
their general aflembly was held. Antiphilus, the 
principal magiflrate favoured and fupported them 
underhand. The Boeotians believed at firft, that 


they came without troops or an efcorte, becaufe 
they had left them at fome diftancc behind them. 
They were furprrzed when they law, that Quin¬ 
tius had caufed a fufficientlyconfiderable detachment 
to follow him, and judged that they fhould have 
no freedom in the aflembly. It was fummoned 
for the next day. They concealed their furprize 
and grief, which it would have been ufelefs and 
even dangerous to have fliewn. 

Attalus fpoke firft, and expatiated upon the 
fervices, which his anceftors and himfelf had ren¬ 
dered to all Greece, and in particular to the re¬ 
public of Bceotia. Indulging his zeal for the Ro- 
i?ians too warmly, and expreffing himfelf with 

A 3 3 more 
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more vehemence than fuited his age, he fainted, 
and fell down half dead in the midft of his ha¬ 
rangue (it was a fit ol the pally) and it was necef- 
fary to carry him out of the aflembly *, which 
interrupted the deliberation for fome time. 
AriIrenes, Praetor of the Achaeans, fpoke next, 
and his difcourfe was the more capable of making 
impreffion, as he gave the Boeotians no other 
coufife], than he had before given the Achasans 
themfelves. After him, Quintius faid fome few 
words, in which he infilled more upon the juftice 
and faith of the Romans, than upon their arms 
and power. The aflembly afier proceeded to 
vote, and an alliance with the Romans was 
unanimoufly concluded, no body daring to oppofe 
it, or attempt an ufelefs refiftance. 

Quintius continued fome time at Thebes, to fee 
the event of Attalus’s illnefs. When he found, 

that it was a confirmed palfy, which did not me¬ 
nace that Prince with immediate death, he re¬ 
turned to Elatea. Well pleafed with the double 
alliance he had concluded with the Achneans and 
Boeotians, by which he had fecured himfelf from 
enemies behind, he devoted all his cares and en¬ 
deavours again ft Macedonia. 

Affoon as Attalus’s ftrength would admit, he 
was carried to Pergamus, where he died foon after 
at the age of feventv two, of which he had reigned 
forty four years. Polybius obferves, that Attalus 
was not like mo ft men, with whom great fortunes 
are ufually the occafion of great vices and irregu¬ 
larities. The generous and magnificent ufe he 
• made of his riches, tempered with prudence, 
gave him the means of augmenting his domini¬ 
ons, and adorning himfelf with the title of King. 
He thought himfelf rich only for others, and was 
convinced, that it was putting out his money at a 
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very large and legitimate intereft, to employ it in ^ C R C 5 ^ 5 ’ 
a£ts of beneficence, and in purchafing friends. nc ‘ ' * 97 * 
He governed his fubjeds with great jultice, and 
always obferved an inviolable fidelity in refptd to 
his allies. He was a generous friend, a tender 
hufband, an affeftionate hither, and in all things 
difeharged every duty of the Prince and the Man. 

He left four fons: Eumenes, Attaius, Phileteres, Strab. xiii. 
and Athenaeus. He had taken great care of their 623—625 
education, and had been particularly attentive to 
eftablifh a tender and fincere unity between them, 

which is the ftrongeft fupport of great houfes. 

Polybius obferves as a very extraordinary felicity Polyb. in 
in the families of Princes, that the bioihers of Excerpt. 
Eumenes, who fucceeded Attaius, far from ex- I- ' 9 ‘ 
citing any troubles during his reign, very much 
contributed to fecure its peace and tranquillity. 

The tafte for letters and lciences prevailed much Dl0 S- La¬ 
in the court of Pergamus. Attaius had caufed La C yde 
the garden, where Lacydes, the difciple and fuc- 
ceffor of Arcefilaus, gave his lefions, to be a- 
domed and embel liflieci in the academy at Athens, 
a famous place, as every body knows, from the ^ 
philofophers who taught there with great reputa- yd IX 
tion. He invited that philofopher to his court. 

But Lacydes anfwered him with a franknefs truly 
philofophical, that Princes, were like paintings, pUf#* i n 
which, in order to be edeemtd, frequently re- zubicb 
quire to be feen only at a diftance. I have fpoktn Phili P is 
elfewhere of the famous Library of Pergamus. t{%u?n- 
The armies on both fides, had began their //^ 

march in order to come to blows and to terminate Polyb. 

• • 

the war by a battle. They were very near equal XV]U 

in number, each confiding of five or fix and Li^xxxiif. 

twenty thoufond men. The officers and foldiers 3 - u . 

on both Tides ardently defired to come to blows. P> ut - in 

/ j-»i • 

The nearer the day of battle approached, the 
more their courage and ambition increafed. The juftin. 73 ’ 

A a 4 Romans xxx. 4. 
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Romans thought, that if they were vi&orious 
' over the Macedonians, whofe name the victories 
of Alexander had rendered fo famous, nothing 
could be added to their glory : and the Macedo¬ 
nians flattered themfelves, that if they overcame 
the Romans, who were fo much fuperior to the 
Perfians, they fhould render the name of Philip 
more famous and more glorious than that of Alex¬ 
ander himfelf. Quintius advanced into Theflalia, 
where he was informed, that the enemy were alfo 
arrived. But not knowing exactly yet where they 
were incamped, he ordered his troops to cut wood 
for palifades, and to enable him to fortify his camp 
wherever it fhould be neceflary. It is in this 
place, that Polybius, and after him Livy, com¬ 
pare the palifades of the Romans with thole of the 
Greeks. This digreflion may be feen in the Eighth 
Volume of the ancient hiftory. 

Quintius foon after approached near the Mace¬ 
donian army, and marched againft it at the head 
of all his troops. After fome flight fkirmiflies, in 
which the Aeolian cavalry diftinguifhed them¬ 
felves, and had always the advantage, the two ar¬ 
mies halted near * Scotufa. The night before the 
battle, great rains fell with thunder, fo that the 
next morning, the weather was fo overcaft and 
dark, that the troops could fcarce fee objects at the 
diflance of two paces. Philip fent out a detach¬ 
ment with orders to feize the eminences called Cy- 
nofcepbale, that feparated his camp from that of 
the Romans. Quintius alfo detached ten fqua- 
drons of cavalry, and about a thoufand light¬ 
armed foldiers to view the enemy, recommending 
it ftrongly to them to take care of ambufcades, on 
account of the obfcurity of the weather. This 

* A city Pthfgia a province of c Ibtjfalia i near Larijfa. 


detach- 
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detachment met that of the Macedonians, who £^555* 
had feized the eminences. This rencounter fur- * * 199 ' 
prized at firft:: but both parties foon began to try 
each other. Both fent to apprize the Generals of 
what paffed. The Romans ill-led difpatched cou¬ 
riers to demand aid. Quintius fent immediately 
Archedamus and Eupolemus, both JEtolians, and 
with them two tribunes, each with a thoufand 
foot and five hundred horfe, who joining the firft, 
foon changed the face of the battle. On the fide of 
the Macedonians, valour was not wanting : but, 
overwhelmed by the weight of their armour, 
which was only proper for a (landing fight, they 
laved themfelves by flying to the eminences, and 
from thence fent to demand aid of the King. 

Philip, who had detached part of his army to 
forage, being informed of the clanger in which his 
firft troops were, and feeing, that the weather be¬ 
gan to clear up, made Heraclides fet out, who 
commanded the Theffalian cavalry, with Leon, 
under whom were that of the Macedonians, and 
Athenagoras, who had the foreign and mercenary 
troops, except the Thracians, under him. When 
this reinforcement joined the firft detachment, the 
Macedonians refumed courage, returned to the 
charge, and in their turn drove the Romans from 
the eminences. The viftory would even have 
been compleat, but for the refiftance of the JE'to- 
lian cavalry, that fought with aftonilhing valour 
and boldnefs. Thefe were the beft horfe of the 
Greeks, efpecially in parties and rencounters. 

It fuftained the charge and impetuofity of the Ma* 
cedonians in fuch a manner, that it prevented the 
Romans from being put to the rout. They aban¬ 
doned the hills, but made their retreat without 
diforder or confufion. 


Courier 
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a.r. 555. Courier afrer courier came to Philip, who 
Ant ’ 0199 ’ cried our, that the Romans fled with terror, and 

that the moment for defeating them entirely was 
come. Neither the weather nor the place pleafed 
Philip. The hills on which they fought, were 
fteep, broken in different places, and very high. 
However he could not refufe himfelf to thefe 
repeated cries, nor to the inflances of the army, 
who earneftly demanded to fight, and he made 
them quit their intrechmenments. The Proconful 
did the fame on his fide, and drew up his army in 

battle. 


Both Generals, in this decifive moment, ani¬ 
mated their troops by the moft affecting motives. 
“ Philip reprefented to his, that the Periians, 
“ Badrians, Indians, all Afia, and the whole 
“ Eaft had been fubdued bv their victorious 
“ arms, adding that they mu it now fight with 
“ more valour, as the queftion here was not for 
“ fovereignty, but for liberty, more dear and 
“ precious to the brave than the empire of the 
“ whole world. The Proconful fet before his 
44 foldiers eyes their own (till recent victories.” 
On the one fide Sicily and Carthage, on the 
other Italy and Spain fubjedted to the Romans ; 
and, to fay all in one word, Hannibal, the 
great Hannibal, undoubtedly equal, perhaps fu- 
perior to Alexander, driven out of Italy by their 
triumphant arms; and, what ought (till more to 
encourage them, the fame Philip, againft whom 
they were going to fight, conquered more than 
once by themfelves, and obliged to fly before 
them. 

(a) Animated by fuch difeourfes thefe foldiers, 
who on the one fide called themfelves the conquer¬ 
ors, 


(a) His aahortationibus u- lio concurrunt, alteri Orien- 
trinaue concitati milites, pne- tis, alteri Occidents imperio 

glori- 
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ors of the Eaft, and the other the conquerors of A * Ri sss- 
the Wed, both haughty, the former from the an- Ant ‘ C ‘ I97 ‘ 
cient glory of their forefathers, and the latter from 
their own trophies and victories newly gained, 
prepared for the battle. Flamininus, having com¬ 
manded his right wing not to dir from their pod, 
placed the elephants in its front, and advancing 
with a bold and a flu red air, led on his left wing 
in perfon againd the enemy. Affoon as the Ro¬ 
man troops, who had been obliged to quit the 
eminences, perceived their General and his army, 
they renewed the fight, and falling upon the ene¬ 
my, forced them a fecond time to give way. 

Philip then advanced hadily to the top of the 
hills with his foldiers armed with round fhields, 


and the left wing of his phalanx, and gave Nica- 
nor, one of the principal Idrds of his court, or¬ 
ders to follow him immediately with the red of his 
troops. When he arrived at the top of the emi¬ 
nence, he perceived fome dead bodies, and fome 
arms left there by the Romans •, from whence he 
judged, that the troops had fought, and the Ro¬ 
mans been defeated there, and that they were 
now at blows near their camp. This fight gave 
him extreme joy. But foon after feeing his own 
troops flying in effeft of the change occafioned by 
the Proconful’s arrival, he was in fufpence for 
fome time, whether he fhould not make his troops 
re-enter the camp. However as the Romans con¬ 
tinually approached, and his fird detachment, 
obliged to fly before the enemy, who-purfued 
them, could not fail of being cut to pieces if he 
did not go to their aid *, and laftly, that it was not 
eafy for himfelf to retreat without great hazard, 


gloriantes, ferentefque in bel- a!ii virentem rccentibus expe- 
Jam, alii majorum fuorum an- rimentis virtutis in. 

tiquam & obfoletam glpfiam, xxx. 4. 


he 
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a - r *5 S5- he found himfelf reduced to come to blows, be- 

I97 ' f ore the reft of his army had joined him. 

The King having rallied thofe that fled, form¬ 
ed his right with the foldiers with round fhields, 
and part of his phalanx ; and to prevent their be¬ 
ing broke, he leflened his front one half in order 
to double his ranks, giving it much more depth 
than breadth and at the fame time he ordered 
them to clofe up fo as to touch each other, and to 
march againft the enemy, prefenting their pikes. 
Quintius had alfo at the lame time taken thofe into 
his fpaces, who had charged the Macedonians 
firft. 

When they came to charge, both Tides raifed 
dreadful cries. Philip’s right wing had vifibly 
entirely the advantage. The higher ground from 
whence it fought in falling impetuoufly upon the 
Romans, the weight of their order of battle, the 
excellency of their arms, all combined to give 
them a great fuperiority. The Romans could 
not fuftain the charge of thefe troops, in clofe or¬ 
der and covered with their bucklers, their front 
prefenting a barrier of pikes. They were there¬ 
fore obliged to give way. 

It was not the fame with Philip’s left wing, 
which were then only juft come up. It could 
hardly draw up in phalanx; its ranks being broke 
and feparated by the rifings and unevennefs of the 
ground. Quintius, feeing no other remedy for 
the difadvantage his left wing had fuftained, went 
immediately to his right, and firft made his ele¬ 
phants move on againft this ill-drawn up pha¬ 
lanx, which had but a bad afpeft, and then charg¬ 
ed it in perfon with his quite frelh troops j con¬ 
vinced, that if he could break and put it in dif- 
order it would draw the other wing after it though 
victorious. It happened as he expedted. This 
wing, not being able to fupport itfelf in phalanx, 

or 
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or to double its ranks to give itfelf depth, inA.R. *55. 
which the whole force of the Macedonian order of Ant ‘ c ‘ 197 ’ 
battle confided, was entirely difperfed. 

On this occafion a Tribune, who had not above 
twenty companies with him, made a movement, 
which very much contributed to the viftory. See¬ 
ing that Philip at a great diftance from the reft of 
his army, was vigoroufly purfuing the left wing 
of the Romans, he quitted the right wing, which 
was already entirely viftorious, and without con* 
fulting any thing but his own opinion, and the 
prefent dilpofition of the armies, he marched to¬ 
wards the phalanx of the enemy’s right wing,, ar¬ 
rived in its rear, and charged it with all his forces. 

Now the condition of the phalanx was fuch, thro* 
the excefiive length of its pikes and the clofenefs 
of its ranks, that it could neither face about to the 
rear, nor fight man to man. The Tribune in 
confequence broke forwards continually, killing all 
as he advanced ; and the Macedonians not being 
able to defend themfelves, threw down their arms, 
and fled. The diforder was the greater, as the 
Roman troops, who had given way, had rallied, 
and came on at the fame time to attack the pha¬ 
lanx in front. 

Philip judging at firft of fhe reft of the battle 
from the advantage he had gained on his fide, be¬ 
lieved his viftory compleat. When he faw his 
foldiers throw down their arms, and the Romans 
charging them in the rear, he removed a little from 
the field of battle with a body of troops, and 
from thence viewed the general ftate of things. 
Perceiving the Romans, who purfued his left 
wing, were almoft at the top of the mountains, 
he drew together as many of the Macedonians and 

Thracians as he could, and fought his fafety in 
flight. 

After 
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a.r. 555. After the battle, in which victory had declared 
Ant. a*9 /- 0Q ; n f a v 0ur 0 f c | ie Romans, Philip re¬ 

tired to Tempe, where he flopped to wait for thofe 
who had efcaped from the defeat. He had taken 
the wife precaution of fending orders to Lariffa to 
burn all his papers, that the Romans might not 
have it in their power to diftrefs any of his friends. 
The Romans purfued thofe who fled for fome time. 
The Aitolians were taxed with having occafloned 
Philip’s efcape. For inftead of purfuing him, 
they amufed themfelves with plundering his camp : 
fo that the Romans, when they returned from the 
purluit, found hardly any thing in it. Very warm 
reproaches paffed on both fides, and on this occa- 
fion the animofuy of the two nations againft each 
other firft broke out. 


The next day, after having fet apart the pri- 
foners and the reft of the ipoils, the army marched 
for Lariffa. The lofs of the Romans in this bat¬ 
tle, was only about feven hundred men. The 
Macedonians loft thirteen thoufand, of which 
eight thoufand were left dead in the field, and five 
thoufand taken prifoners. So ended the battle of 
Cynofcephalae. 

On the occafion of this battle, Polybius makes 
a digreffion upon the Macedonian phalanx, of 
which he (hews the advantages and inconveniences. 
The reader may fee it in the VIch Volume of the 
Antient Hiftory. 

Vanity and The jEtolians had undoubtedly diftinguilhed 
izfokr.ee of themfelves in this battle, and not a little contri- 
tbe jEtoh- b utec j co t h c victory. But they had the vanity, or 

Polyb. in rather the infolence, to aferibe it folely to them¬ 
felves to the prejudice of Quintius and the Romans. 



Jegat. 788. An infeription in verfe, compofed to that effeft 
^mxxxiiL hy Alcseus, a poet of thofe times, fpread this re¬ 
port throughout Greece. Quintius, before dif- 
gufted by the impatient avidity, with which the 

iEtolians 
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Aitolians had fallen upon the plunder without flay- ^ R ' 555 * 
ing for the Romans, was (till more offended by nt ‘ ’ X9> 
fuch injurious difcourfes, that affe&ed him per- 
fonally. From thenceforth he behaved very coldly 
in refpeft to them, and communicated nothing to 
them of the public affairs ; affefting oh all occafions 
to mortify their pride, 

Some days after the battle, AmbafTadors came- Shintius 
from Philip to Quintius, who was at Larifla, m*t r **H 
der pretext of afkrng a truce for burying the dead^f^ a . 

, K • 1 r Y. —, truce and 

but in reality to obtain an interview of him. The an i nter , 
Proconfhl granted both, and added politenefs for view. 
the King, in faying, that he might hope the heft* Pol y b * ib « 

The fEtolians were extremely offended at thofe' * X xxiii. 
words. As they had little knowledge of the Ro- i 2 . 
man charader, and judged of it from their own,- 
they imagined, that Flamininus was inclined- to 
favour Philip, only becaufe the latter had cor¬ 
rupted him with prefents, and becaufethatGeneral, 
the mod difintereffed that ever was, and the Jeaft 
capable of being allured by fordid gain, defigned 
to enrich himfelf by the King’s liberality. 

The Proconful had granted the King a truce of Delibera- 
fifteen days, and had agreed upon the day they // f’^ / ^ 

were to confer together. But, in the mean time, cerfl } n ^ t y t 
he fummoned the afiembly of the allies, to com- peace . 
municate to them the conditions upon which he be- Polyb. Ib. 

1 T • ••• 

lieved peace might be granted him. Aminander, ljn ' XXXI1, ‘ 
King of the Athamantes, who fpoke firft, with¬ 
out entering into long arguments, faid, “ that the 
u war was to be terminated in fuch a manner, that 


l 2. 


c< 


(( 


Greece, in the abfence of the Romans, might 
be in a condition to preferve the peace, and to 


“ defend its liberty witn its own arms.” 
Alexander the iEtolian fpoke next, and faid. 
That if the Proconful imagined, that by ma¬ 
king a treaty with Philip, he fhould obtain either 
a folid and lading peace for the Romans, or 

“ per- 


(( 
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“ permanent liberty for the Greeks, he deceived 
“ himlelf. That the foie means to put an end to 
u the war with the Macedonians, was to dethrone 
66 Philip. That the thing was now very eafy, 
“ provided they took the advantage of the occa- 
“ fion that now offered/’ 

Quintius, addreffing himfelf to Alexander, laid. 
You know neither the character of the Romans , my 
views , nor the interefts of the Greeks. It is not the 
euftom of the Romans , when they have made war 
with a Prince , and overcome him , to ruin him en¬ 
tirely ; Hannibal and the Carthaginians , are a good 
proof of this. As for me, it never was my defign to 
make an irreconcilable war with Philip . I always 
was inclined to grant him peace , as foon as he fhould 
fubmit to the conditions , that fhould be impofed upon 
him . Yourfelves , AElolians , in the ajfemblies which 
have been held upon this fubjett, never mentioned de¬ 
priving Philip of bis kingdom . Ought viftory to in¬ 
spire us with fucb a defign ? How unworthy is fuch 
a fentiment! IVben an enemy attacks us in arms , it 
is juft to repel him with kaugbtinefs and vigour . But, 
when we have beat him down , it is the viftor’s duty 
to fhew moderation , lenity , humanity . As to the 
Greeks , it is of confequence to them , I confefs , for 
the kingdom of Macedonia to be lefs powerful than 
heretofore: but it is no lefs important to them, that it 
fhould not be entirely deftroyed. It is a barrier for 
them againft the Thracians , Illyrians and * Gauls , 
without which , as has frequently happened , all thofe 
Barbarians would not fail to make irruptions into 
Greece. 

Flamininus concluded with faying, that his 0- 
pinion and that of the affembly was, if Philip pro- 
mifed faithfully to obferve all that had before been 
preferibed him by the allies, that he (hould be 

• Many Gauls badfettled in the countries adjacent to Thrace. 

granted 
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granted peace, after the Roman Senate Ihould be ^ nt R ' c 5 ^. 
confulted ; and that the iEtolians might take fuch 
refolution in the cafe, as they Ihould judge pro¬ 
per. Phtneas, Prseror of the iEtolians repre- 
fenting with warmth, “ that Philip, if he efcaped 
“ the prefent danger, would foon form new pro- 
“ jefts, and give occafion for a new war That's 
my affair^ replied the Proconful; I Jhall take care 
that it Jhall not he in his power to undertake any thing 
againjt us . 

The next day Philip arrived at the place of in- Interview 
ter view ; and three days after, Qu inti us, with all . 

the deputies of the allies, gave the King audience, ^I'Jtius. 
who fpoke with fo much prudence and wifdom, Peace is . 
that he prejudiced every one in his favour. He concluded. 

faid, “ That he accepted and would execute all 
“ that the Romans and the allies had prefcribed at Liv.xxxiii. 
“ the laft interview; and that as to the reft, he *3. 
tc Ihould refer it entirely to the difcretion of the Piut *- 374 * 
tc Senate.”. On thele words enfued a profound 
ftlence of approbation in the council. Only the 
iEtolian Pheneas ftill made fome weak difficulties, • 
to which no regard was had. 

For the reft, what induced Flamininus to for¬ 
ward the conclufion of the peace, was the news 
he had received, that Antiochus actually meditated 
entering Europe with an army. He was afraid, 
that Philip, through the hope of receiving a con- 
fiderable aid from that Prince, might determine 
to confine himfelf to the defence of his fortrefles, 
and thereby protract the war. Befides which he 
was fenfible, that if another General fhould come 
to take his place, that the whole honour of this 
war would be afcribed to him. For which reafon 
he granted the King a truce for four months, or¬ 
dered him to pay four hundred talents immediately, Four bun - 
took Demetrius his fon with fome of the great 


Lords of his court as hoftages, and permitted 


■ns. 
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a.r. 555. him to fend to Rome to receive the decifion of 
Ant, c. 197. ^.$ ^ f rom the Senate. Quintius promifed the 

King, that if the peace did not take effed, he 
would reft ore the talents and hoftages. After this, 
all parties concerned fent Ambaffadors to Rome, 
fome to follicite peace, and others to oppofe it. 


A. R. 556. 
Ant, C. 256. 


L. Furius Purpureo. 

M. Claudius Marceltus. 


ViSory 


It was under thefe new Confuls letters were re- 


by Quin¬ 
tius to 
Rome, is 


over Phi- ce ; ve d at Rome from Quintius, with the particu- 

fiJs^r'eat * ars l ^ e vi£tof y g a i nec * over Philip. They 
joy at were read firft in the Senate, and then before the 
Rom*. _ People 5 and public thankfgivings were decreed 
Uvjcxxm £ ve jays co the g 0 j S) f or the proteftion 

they had granted the Romans in the war of Ma¬ 
cedonia. 

The plan of Some days after arrived the Ambaffadors, to 
peau fent treat of the peace propofed to be made with the 

King of Macedonia. The affair was difcuffed in 
the Senate. The Ambaffadors made Jong dif- 
etpprov d. courfes in it, each according to their refpe&ive 
Ten com- views and interefts: but at length the opinion for 
tnij/i oners p eace prevailed. The fame affair being laid be- 

°to regulate f° re c ^ e People, the Conful Marcellus, who paf- 
the affairs fionately defired to command the army in Greece, 
of Greece. 0 f e d his utmoft endeavours, that the plan of peace 

Polyb^fb m *S ht ^ re j e & e d : but he could not fucceed. The 

' People approved the Scheme of Flamininus, and 
ratified the conditions. The Senate then nomi¬ 
nated ten of the moft illuftrious of their body to go 
and regulate the affairs of Greece in concert with 
the Proconful, and to fecure the liberty of the 
Greeks. 


/ 95 - 


The Achsans in the fame affembly, demanded 
to be admitted into the number of the allies of the 

Roman 
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Roman People. This affair, that had fome dif- ^q 55 ^ 
Acuities, was referred to the ten commiffioners. 

A commotion had happened amongft the Bceo- 
tains between the partifans of Philip, and thofe of 
the Romans, which was carried to violent exceffes 


on both Sides. But it had no conlequences, having 
been appeafed by the Proconful, who applied a 
fpeedy remedy to it. 

The ten commifiioners fet out from Rome to re- Conditions 


gulate the affairs of Greece, and foon arrived °f the 
there. The following are the principal condi- 
tions of the treaty of peace which they fettled in Polyb. ib. 
concert with Quintius. 44 That all the * other 795 * 

“ Grecian cities as well in Afia as Europe, fhould kiv.xxxiii 

44 be free, and be governed by their own laws. 3 °* 

<c That Philip, before the celebration of the 
44 Ifthmian games, fhould evacuate thofe in which 
44 he had garrifons. That he fhould reftore to 
44 the Romans all prifoners and defercers, and de- 
44 liver up all his decked fhips, except five feluc- 
44 cas, and the gaily with fixteen benches of oars. 

44 That he fhould pay a thoufand talents, half im- 
“ mediately, and the other half in ten years, fifty 
“ each year by way of tribute. Amongft the 
44 hoftages required of him was Demetrius, the 
44 youngeft of his two fons, who was fent to 
“ Rome.” 


In this manner did Quintius terminate the Ma¬ 
cedonian war, to the great fatisfaftion of .the 
Greeks, and very happily for Rome. For, not to 
mention Hannibal, who, entirely conquered as he 
was, might dill find the Romans affairs enough 
by his intrigues; Antiochus feeing his power con- 
fiderably augmented by his glorious exploits, 
which had acquired him the name of the Great , 


* This word other is placed tended to keep garrifons in Chat - 
here y hecaufe the Romans in- cis , Demetrias and Corinth. 

B b 2 actually 
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a.r. cc6 actually meditated carrying his arms into Europe. 
ab** 019 * If therefore Quintius had not forefeen, thro? his 

great prudence, what might happen *, that the war 
with Antiochus might join in the midftof Greece 
with that on foot againft Philip *, and that the two 
greateft and mod powerful Kings then in the 
world, united in their views and interefts, might 
arm at the fame time againft Rome, it is certain 
that it would ftill be involved in battles and dan¬ 
gers as great, as thofe which they had lately fuf- 
tained in the war againft Hannibal. But a pecu¬ 
liar providence watched over Rome, and difpofed 
events in a manner conformable to the defign it 
had in refpect to that future capitol of the 
world. 

The This treaty of peace, afToon as it was made 

Hamfe- known, very much fatisfied all reafonable perfons. 

'cr^'tbt’ the *® t0 ^ ans were difeontented with it. 

treaty of They fecretly condemned it amongft the allies, 
peace. faying, “ That it contained only words, and no- 
Liv.xxxm ct t hi n g more: that the Greeks were amufed with 

Poivb ib. Ci the empty name of liberty, and under that fpe- 
796. ;c cious word the Romans covered their felf-inte- 

46 refted views. That indeed they left the cities 
44 fuuated in Afia free *, but that they feemed to 
44 referve thofe of Europe to themfelves, as Orae- 
44 urn, Eretria, Chaicis, Demetrias, Corinth. 
44 That therefore, to fpeak properly, Greece was 
4i not delivered from its chains, and at moft had 
“ only changed its matter.” 

Thefe complaints gave the Proconful the more 
pain, as they feemed entirely without foundation. 
The Commiffioners, according to the inftruftions 
they had received from Rome, advifed Quintius 
to reftore liberty to all the Greeks, but to keep the 
cities of Corinth, Chaicis, and Demetrias, which 


were the keys of Greece, and to put good gar- 
rifons into them, to fecure them againft Antio¬ 
chus, 
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chus. 


He obtained in the council, that Corinth R - ss 6 * 
fliould have its liberty : but it was refolved, that nt,c * T9 * 
a garrifon fhould be kept in the citadel, as well 
as in the two cities of Chalcis and Demetrias; 
and that only for a time, and till nothing farther 
were to be feared from the King of Syria. 

The * Ifthmian games, which were upon th tThearti- 
point of being celebrated, always drew thither a des of the 
great multitude of people, as well through the treat J °f 
inclination, which the Greeks naturally had for ^pubhjbedin 
thofe fhews, in which the prizes of ftrength of the Ijlh- 
body and courage, fwiftnefs in the courfe, and mian 
even excellency in all kinds of arts were difputed,^*"' ... 
as in effect of the facility of repairing to a place, ^ 2 IV ,xxxm 
that was equally the port of the two feas. ButPlutin 
they flocked thither now in greater numbers than 

in order to know in their own perfons the ^ 
new form of government, which was going to 797 . 
be given Greece, and for certain what was 
to be their fate. The conditions of the treaty of 
peace, which were not yet entirely known, were 
the fubjeft of all converfations; and people fpoke 
differently of them, moft believing that the Ro¬ 
mans would not evacuate all the places they had 
taken. 


ever 


All the world were in this uncertainty, when, 
the Romans having taken their places, the herald 
advanced into the mid ft of the Arena ; and fi- 
lence being made by the found of trumpet, he 
pronounced with a loud voice as follows: The 
Senate and People of Rome, and Quintius 
Flamininus,theGeneraloftheir armies, 
after having overcome Philip and the 
Macedonians, deliver from all garisons 


* We have given an account of thefe games in the Vth volume 
of the Antient Hijhry . 


AND 
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The Greeks 
receive the 
re^vs of 
their liber¬ 
ty with 
incredible 

t ran forts 

cfjoj. 
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AND TRIBUTES, THE CoRINTHIANS, THE L, 0 - 
CRIANS, THE PHOC/EANS, THE INHABITANTS 
OF THE ISLAND OF EUBOEA, THE AcH^ANS, 

* Phthiotes, the Magnesians, the Thes¬ 
salians, AND THE PERRH;EBIANS ; DECLARE 
THEM FREE, RESERVE TO THEM ALL THEIR 

Privileges, and ordain, thatthey shall 

BE GOVERNED BY THEIR OWN LAWS, AND AC¬ 
CORDING 7 0 THEIR OWN CUSTOMS, 

On (a) thefe words, which many heard only 
by halves, in effed: of the noife that interrupted 
them, all the fpeftators tranfported out of their 
fenfes, were not capable to contain their joy. 
They gazed upon one another with furprize, and 
mutually queftioning each other in refpeft to the 
articles which related to each ftate in particular, 
they could neither believe their eyes nor ears, fo 
much did what they faw and heard appear like a 
dream. It was neceflary for the herald to repeat 
the fame proclamation, which was heard the fecond 
time with profound filence, and not a word of the 
decree loft. Being then fully allured of their good 
fortune, they again abandoned themfelves to their 


* A people entirely difinB 

from the Achaean league. Thofe 
<wbo compofed that league bed 
no occafon to be declared free i 
for they were fo. 

( a ) Audita voce praconis, 
majus gaudium fuit, quam 
quod univerfum homines cape- 
rent. VLx fads credere fe quif- 
que audifie. Alii alios intua- 
ri mirabundi velut fomnii va- 
uam fpedem. Quod ad quern- 
que perrineret, fuarum aurium 
fidei minimum credentes, 
prorimos interrogabant. Re- 
vocatus praco, cum unufquif- 


que non audire, fed videre li- 
bertatis fuas nuntium averet, 
iterum pronunciat eadem.Tum 
ab certo jam gaudio tantus 
cum clamore plaufus eft ortus, 
totiefque repedtus, ut facile 
appareret, nihil omnium bo- 
norum muldtudini gradus, 
quam libertatem, elTe. Lu- 
dicrum deinde ita rapdm pe- 
raftum eft, ut nullius nec ani- 
mi, nec oculi, fpedlaculo in¬ 
tend eflent. Adeo unum gau¬ 
dium pneocupaverat omnium 
aliarum fenfum voluptatum. 
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joy with cries fo often and fo ftrongly repeated, A * R - 5-s 6 * 
that the fea at diftance refounded with them ; and Ant ' c * 19 4 


fome ravens which were accidentally flying over 
the afiembly at that inflant, fell into the ftadium ; 
and it was then feen, that of all the bleffings of 
life there are none fo grateful to mankind as li¬ 
berty. The celebration of the games was pre- 
fently over, whilft neither the minds nor eyes of 
the people were intent upon the fhews, no body 
regarding them a Angle object entirely filling the 
foul, and leaving no room there for any other 

When the games were ended, almoft the whole 
multitude ran in a body to the Roman General; 
fo that every one eagerly preffing to approach 
their deliverer, to falute him, to kifs his hands, 



and to throw crowns and feftoons of flowers at his 


feet *, his perfon would have been in fome danger, 
if the vigour of his years (for he was then fcarce 
three and thirty) and the joy of fo glorious a day, 
had not fupported and enabled him to go through 
the fatigue. 

And indeed, could there ever have been a day Rejlexiom 
in human life more agreeable or more glorious than upon this 
this was for Flamininus, and the whole Roman & rent 
People. What are all the triumphs in the world even ' 
in companion with thefe cries of joy of an innu¬ 
merable multitude, and thefe applaufes, which 
come from the heart, and are the natural efledt of 
a lively and warm gratitude ? Pile up all the tro¬ 
phies, join all the vidtories, all the conquefts of 
Alexander, and what do they appear when com¬ 
pared with this Angle adtion of goodnefs, humani¬ 
ty and juftice ? It is a great misfortune, that 
Princes are not fo fenfible as they ought to be to fo 
refined a delight, and fo affedting a glory, as that 
of doing good to mankind. 


The 
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a^c 5s6 6 The ( a ) remembrance of fo glorious a day,' 
Uvjomii an d fo affecting a beneficence, was renewed from 
33. day to day ; and during a great length of time no¬ 
thing elfe was talked of at meals and entertain¬ 
ments. People faid, with tranfports of admira¬ 
tion, and with a kind of enthufiafm, “ That 
“ there was then a nation in the world-, that, at 
ct its own expence and danger, undertook wars to 
<c procure other people repofe and liberty, and 
“ that, not for neighbouring States, and thofe 
“ who could receive aid by land *, and that eroded 
“ feas, to prevent unjuft fway from fubfifting any 
<c where, and to eftablifti the rule of laws, equity, 
cc juftice! That by the voice of a fingle herald, 
cc liberty had been reftored to all the cities of 
cc Greece and Afia! That it argued a great foul 
“ only to form fuch a defign: but to put it in 
“ execution, was the effed of the moft extraor- 
“ dinary good fortune, and the moft confummate 
“ virtue!” 

Pint b They called to mind all the great battles Greece 
FUmin. had fought for liberty. cc After having fuftained 
375 - “ fo many wars, faid they, never did its valour 

“ receive fo happy a reward, as when ft rangers 
“ came to fight its battles. For then, a)moft 
“ without (hedding a drop of blood, or a fingle 
“ tear, (he gained the nobleft of all prizes, and 
“ the moft worthy of being purfued by mankind. 


(a) Nec pnefens omnium 
modo efFufa betitia eft, fed per 
multos dies gratis k cogitatio- 
nibas k fermonibas revocata: 
efTe aliquam in terris gentem, 
qua fua impenfa, fuo laboreac 
periculo bella gereret pro liber- 
tatealiorum: nec hoc finitimis, 
autpropinqus civitatis homini- 

bus,aut terris continenajun&is 


prxftet: maria trajiciat,nequod 
toto orbe terrarum injuitum 
iinperium fit, k ubique jus, 
fas, lex potentiflima fmt. Uno 
voce pneconis iibertas omnes 
Grache atque Afiae urbes. 
Hoc fpe concipere, audacis 
animi fuiffe: ad effe&um ad¬ 
duces, virtutis k fortune in- 
gentis. 

4 c 


Valour 



Furius, Marcellus, Confute. 377 

“ Valour and wifdotn are rare indeed in all times: ^ nt R ^ 5 j 6 g, 
“ but of all virtues, the moft excellent is juftice. 

“ The Agefilaus’s, the Lyfanders, the Nicias’s, 

“ the Alcibiades’s, knew how to command ar- 
u mies, and gain battles by fea and land: but it 
“ was for themfelves and their countries, not for 
“ unknown people, for ftrangers. That glory 
“ was referved for the Romans.” 

Such were the reflexions made by the Greeks 
upon fo happy an event 5 and the eflFeft foon an- 
fwered the glorious proclamation made at the 
Ifthmian games. For the commiffioners feparated 
in order to go and caufe their decree to be put in 
execution in all the cities. 

Some time after Flamininus, going to Argos, Shintius 
was made prefident of the Nemaean games. He v/ / /; ^ 
acquitted himfelf perfectly well in that employ- 
ment, and forgot nothing that could exalt the Greece . 
fplendor and magnificence of the feflival; and he Plat, in 
again caufed the liberty of the Greeks to be pub- 
lifted in thefe, as he had done in the Ifthmian 3 ' 5 ' 
games by the herald. 

Onvifiting all the cities, he made wife inftitu- 
tions, reformed abufes in the adminiftration of 
juftice, re-eftablifted friendftip and concord be¬ 
tween the citizens, appeafed feditions and quarrels, 
and caufed exiles to return: a thoufand times better 
pleafed with being able, by the method of per- 
fuafion, to reconcile the Greeks to each other, 
and to make them live in union together, than he 
had been with conquering the Macedonians •, fo 
that liberty itfelf feemed one of the leaft benefits 
they had received from him. And indeed, what 
good would liberty have done them, if juftice and 
concord had not been recalled along with it ? 

What a fine model is this for a magiftrate, for a 
governor of a province? And what a blcffing is it 
for a people to have fuch as Quintius! 

Vol. VI. C c It 
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a . r . i-A It is faid, that the Phiiofopher Xenocrates hav- 

Aat ' c '‘ 56 ' ing been delivered at Athens by the Orator Lycur- 

gusout of the hands of the tax-farmers, who were 
dragging him to prifon to make him pay a tribute, 
that grangers owed the public treafury, and foon 
after meeting the Tons of his deliverer, he faid to 
them : I pat your father good inter eft for the favour 
ke did me : for 1 am the caufe that all the world 
praifes him. But the gratitude, which the Greeks 
exprefled for Flamininus and the Romans, was 
not confined to acquiring them praife: it con¬ 
duced infinitely to the augmentation of their power, 
by inclining all the world to repole confidence in 
them, and to rely entirely upon their fidelity. 
For States were not contented with receiving the 
Mag id rates and Generals they fent into the pro¬ 
vinces : they demanded them with pafiion, they 
called them in, and put themfelves and all their 
interefts into their hands with joy. And not only 
cities and dates, but Princes and Kings them- 
iclves, when they had any fubjecb of complaint 
againd neighbouring Potentates, had recourfe to 
them, and put themfelves in a manner under their 

Cornelius, tuition : fo that in a flrort time, in effeft of the 

one of the divine protection (as Plutarch expreffes it) the 

ter. com - 

m ifs°from Cornelius, one of the commiflioners, had been 
Z Tmp? m with Philip, and after having concluded other af- 
<wbere be fairs with that Prince, belore he left him, he 

alked him whether he was in a difpofition to hear 

rssieh Kir., ufeful and falutary counfel. The King anfwering, 
Philip to that, fo far from taking it amifs, he fhould be 
toe city of obliged to him for letting him know any thing 

lf>bert*tbe e fi" enna % f° r ‘ ntere ^ 1 Cornelius drongly 
etfeab/p exhorted him, as he had concluded a peace 
of the with the Roman people, to fend Ambaffadors 

‘ £t ° li b’u . t0 R° me ’ t0 c h an g e treat y °f p eace nit ° 

Lr/xxxiii a treat >' ot ' alliance and amity. He added, that as 

Antiochus 
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whole eaith was fubjefted to their fway. 


had con¬ 
ferred 
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Antiochus feemed to have defigns, he might be a 
fufpe&ed, if he did not take his advice, of having 
waited that Prince’s arrival to join him, and be¬ 
gin the war again. Philip thought this very wife 
counfel, and promifed to difpatch AmbafTadors 
immediately to Rome. 

Cornelius then repaired from Tempe, where he 
had conferred with the King to * Thermae, where 
the /Etolians regularly held a general affembly at 
a certain time. He made a long fpeech in it to 
exhort them to perfevere firmly in the meafures 
they had taken, and never to depart from the 
alliance and amity, they had entered into with 
the Romans. Some of the principal Aitolians 
complained, but in a modeft ftyle, that the Ro¬ 
mans, fince the viftory, did not feem fo well dif- 
pofed to their nation, as they had been before. 
Others reproached him in rough and injurious 
terms, that without the iEtolians, the Romans 
not only would not have overcome Philip, but 
that they would not fo much as have fet foot in 
Greece. Cornelius, to leave no room for difputes 
and altercations, which always have a bad effeft, 
wifely contented himfelf with referring them to 
the Senate, promifing them, that they might 
a flu re themfelves of all poffible juftice. They 
chofe to do fo. Thus ended the war with 

Philip. 

* Livy fays Thermopylae ; but he is ?niflaken> 


End of V o l. VI. 
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